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INTRODUCTION, 

in 
TWO PAkTS. 

PART t 

Ofihf Faith of the prifnithe ChHjiians^ and the Apof- 
tacyfrom it^ traced infome of its fuccejji*ue Jieps^ tmtit 
that part of the world called Chri/iendom was almq/i 
totally overfpread with a midnight tf ddrknefs and 

fnperjiition. 

WHEN I confider the effifcady df fehh as rc^ 
corded in the Holy Scriptures, whether 
^mong the ciders who had not yet received the pro- 
mifes, but feen them afar off a^ defcribed it the 
eleveflth of the Hebrews ; or amoilg thofe who be* 
lieved m Chrift aftually come in the fle(h, as recorded 
in the New Teftament, in the following (among 
many other) places, John i, i^. "To as many as 
received him gave he power to become the fons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name.'* 
Mark ix, 23. " All things are poffible to him that 
believeth/* Afts xv, g. and xxvi. t8. " The hearts 
of both Jews and Gentiles were purified by faith ;'* 
^nd I John v, 4. " This is the viftory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.'' James ii. i8. 
*' I will fhew thee my faith by my works." Eph. vi. 
16. '< The fhield of faith, wherewith they were able 

to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked : 1 fay 

when I confider this Scripture account of faith, I fee 
clearly that it was a lively operative one, and fuch as 
Vol. III. A 
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2 INTRODUCTION* 

profeffed Chriftians of ungodly lives have no claiiti 
to ; for a dead faith may be reckoned either no faith 
at all, or (in fome refpcft) to fall Ihort of that of 
devils mentioned by the above-cited apoftle James, of 
whom he fays, that they not only believe but tremble, 
a difpofition which many profefling faith in Chrift, 
are ftrangers to. 

Now in my fmall reading I find alfo the accounts 
given of the early Chriftians, -not only during the 
lives of the apoftles, but for fome time afterwards, to 
be fuch as imply that their faith alfo was of the fame 
lively operative kind as that above defcribed from the 
New Teftament, and fuperior in efficacy to the dic- 
tates of mere reafon. 

* There appears,' fays Stillingfleet, 1. 2* c, 9* of 
his Origines Jacra^ * to have been a divine efficacy in 
tlie firft preaching of the gofpel, far beyond that of 
the mere diftates of philofophy, which was not fuited 
to all capacities, but to the few only, and even where 
it was fuited to the capacities of men, did indeed 
render them more knowing, but rarely more good ; 
whereas the gofpel did not only change men's opi- 
nions and way of worfliip, but fliewed its fuperior 
power, in turning them from their lufts, fenfu^ities, 
and habitual fins/ 

. * We do indeed,* continues he, ' read of one Phsedon 
and one Polemon brought off from their debaucheries 
by Socrates and Xenocrates; but what are thefe to 
the ' multitudes which by the mean and contemptible 
language of the apoftles were converted from intem- 
perance to fobriety, from injuftice to fair dealing i 
from cowardice to the higheft conftancy ; yea fo 
great as to lay down their lives for the fake of virtue? 
and this is what Origen, in his books againft Celfus, 
triumphs in, as the moft fignal evidence of a divine 
power in the doftrine of Chrift/ 

Agreeably to this, I find that ' the Primitive Chrif- 
tians placed their religion, not in talking finely, but 
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iKTRODtTCTIOK* 3 

in living Veil, nor did they eiledm any Chriftians that 
merely profeffed, but fuch as lived as Chrift com- 
manded ; and TertuUian openly declares that when 
men depart from the difciplinc of the gofpel, they fo 
far ceafe amongft us to be accounted Chnftians/* 

But alas, how was the face of thmgs changed, in 
procefs of time, and that fiatith which was once deli- 
vered to the faints caft off in the fenfe of the apoftlc, 
1 Tim, V. 12? In Ihort, an apoftacy from the primi- 
tive purity and limplicity did creep in, and from fmall 
beginnings prevail at length fo far as to render many 
parts of the Chriftian world as corrupt, and in fome 
cafes more fo than the heathen. 

Of fuch an apoftacy befalling the Chriftian churches 
it hath feemed fit to the divine wifdom to forewarn 
us in the Revelation of John the divine, and feveral 
other places gf the New Teftament, of which it Ihall 
fuffice at prefent to mention but two, viz, i John iv« 
** Many felfe prophets are gone out into the world, 
that fpirit of i^ntichrift whereof you have heard that 
it fliould come, and even now already is it in the 
world." and 2 Thcff. ii. i, 2, 3, 4. " We befeech 
you, that ye be not foon fhaken in mind, or troubled, 
neither by fpirit, nor by word, nor by letter, as from 
us, as that the day of Chrift is at hand : let no man 
deceive you by any means, for that day fliall not 
come except there come a falling away firft, and that 
man of fin be revealed, the fon of perdition ; who 
oppofeth and exalteth himfelf above all that is called 
God, or that is worlhipped ; fo that he as God fitteth 
in the temple of God, Ihewing himfelf that he is God* 

Accordingly when we come to confider by whofc 
means it chiefly happened that the primitive beauty, 
purity and fimplicity above hinted at, came to fuffer 
an eclipfe, we fliall find that it was not by aliens and 
open advcrfarics, but by profeffed brethren: that the 

♦ Cave's Primitive Chriftianity, 
A Z 
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4 IWtRObtJCTlON. 

grcatelt enemies of the church were thofe of her own 
hotife, even as was faid of Judas, John xiii. i8. " He 
tfiat eatcth bread with me hath lift up his heel againft 
me," who kiffed, and at the fame time betrayal his 
Lord and Mafter : for indeed when we come to trace 
the origin and progrefs of the apoftacy, we fhall find 
that the great corrupters of Chriftianity have been 
the pretended difciples, apoftles, and vicars of Chrift 
Jefns, who by their conduft have brought infamy 
tipon the Chriftian name and profeffion, and expofed 
it to that contempt with which it hath fometfajcs been 
treated. 

Now in order that this may appear, I fhall ihew 
that the pratticcs of thofe men have been the moft 
barefaced contradiftions to the precepts of their Lord ; 
that from the humility, meeknefs, and love by him 
exemplified and recommended, they have degenerated 
into the moft enormous degree of pride and cruelty, 
from a heavenly difpofirion of mind and contempt of 
worldly riches, into the moft fordid and moft oppref- 
five covetoufnefs j and that, as corruption of manners 
is <:oramonly accompanied by that of judgment alfo, 
they have egregioufly corrupted the primitive do&rinc 
as well as difcipline. 

The true origin of this woeful apoftacy feems to 
have been pretty deeply feated, viz. in the corruption 
of human nature: we are told that pride found 
admittance even among the angels, and degraded 
them from their heavenly ftations. It alfo, through 
the infinuation of the ferpent, found entrance into 
Paradife, and appears to have been one principal 
caufe of the fall of our firft parents. See Gen. iii. 
5, 6. And if the wife man's maxim, Prov. xiii. !©• 
yiz. *' Only by pride cometh contention," be of uni* 
verfal extent, it feems to have poffeffed folne of the 
Chriftians even of the early ages, and even fo far as 
to have introduced among them the perfecution, one 
of another : for what was it clfe that caufed Viftor^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 5 

bi/hop of Rome, in the fecond century, to nuTe fo many 
broils in fupport of his opinion, upon a queftion of 
no more importance than this. On what day the 
Paffover ought to be celebrated, and even to excom- 
municate all the churches of the lefler Afia, becaufe 
they celebrated that fcftival on the 14th day of the 
Firft Month, and not on the Firft-day of the week 
foUowmg, as he would have had it ? 

And again, Upon the fame principle, what elfe but 
pride was the origin of thofc great contentions we 
read of, that the Chriftians m the fourth century 
fell into about their creeds ? 

And moreover, certain external accidents attending 
the church fcem to have had no fmall fhare in foftering 
this pride incident to fome of her members, that is to 
fay, outward eafe, liberty and an affluence of the riches 
of this world. "When the church's fortune grew better, 
her fons grew worfe, and fome of her fathers, (as a 
learned author obfcrves) worft of all : and indeed, as far 
as I have learned, the mod memorable aera from whence 
we may date the corruption of Chriftians was, when 
the church, through the favour of Emperors, became 
endowed with lands, poffeflions, and patrimonies, fo 
that (in the words of Fox, in his A&s and Monu- 
ments, Vol. I. p. 716.) * the bilhops thereof, feeling 
the fmack of wealth, eafe, and profperity, began to 
fwell in pomp and pride,' where I alfo read, that 
about this time a voice was heard, as it were from 
Heaven, over the city of Conftantinople, faying, 
*' This day is poifon poured forth into the churches." 

That lordly impofing fpirit, which I have hinted at 
as creeping in among fome of the leading men, even 
in the early times, grew much more flagrant in fuc- 
ceeding ages ; and to fuch a degree, that in procefs 
of time, upon the growing pride of the prelates and 
corruption of the people, a fpiritual fovereignty was 
crcfted, a feparate juriidiftion was cftablimcd and 
tyrannically exf rcifed over the reft oC mankjnd. Thus 

A3 
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6 IKTRODUCTIOK, 

the word Church, which, in Scripture langpage, 
fignifies any number of perfons who embraced die 
doftrine of the gofpel, and worftiipped God in. the 
name of Jefus Chrift, was in procefs of time wrefted 
from the people, and appropriated, together with the 
power thereto belonging, to a certain fet of men who 
Galled- themfelves the clergy. Now this was a mere 
novelty, and utterly inconfiftent with the primitive 
example. For, * in the apoftoUck age, the laity bore 
» part in the moft folemn deliberations which con- 
cerned the intereft and government of the church. 
The whole number of believers was confulted in the 
choice of a fit perfon to fucceed in the apoftlefliip 
after Judas, The apoftles, elders, and brethren, or 
as it is orherwife expreffed in the 15th chapter of the 
Aflts of the Apoftles, the church, or all the multitude 
affembled at Jerufalem to deliberate on the great 
queftion. How far the gentile converts were obliged 
to fubmit to the law of Mofes : and after the aflembly 
had proceeded, not by apoftolical authority, but in 
the w^y of a rational and free debate, they came 
to a refolution, which they communicated to the 
churches, convened in the name of the whole body. 
Nor indeed did any of the bifliops of the firft three 
hundred years after Chrift claim any feparate exclufive 
powers for the exercife of church-difcipline, but left 
thefe matters to the provincial and diocefan confifto- 
ries, which, in the purer ages of the church, were 
Compofed of bifliops, clergy, and laity.'* 

Hence, in the laws of the Anglo-Saxons, we find a 
perpetual mixture qf ecclefiaftical and civil lawsf ; 
nor was it until the papal power grew to a monftrous 
heighth, under the Norman kings, that the clergy 
claimed a privilege of debating apart all matters, that 
fq ^ny wife related to religion, in ecclefiaftical affem^ 

♦ Examination of the biihop of London's • Codex Juris Ecclcfi^ftici 
"^ngUcani^* publiflied in London, 1735. 

"I* Ra|>2a'8 Hiftory of England. 
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INTRODUCTIOK. f 

blies or iynods. Even iijii the time of king Henry h 
we meet with plain proofs of the civil court retaining 
their ancient jurifdi^lion in ecclefiaflical caufes ; but in 
the time of king Henry II. the two courts, ccclefif 
aftical and civil, are conftantly fpoken of as diftin^b, 
and enjoying feparate jurifdiftions : and herein the 
clergy had the countenance and authority of pope 
Innocent II. (^o began his reign A. D. 113O9 and 
died 1 143), who at this very junfturc excluded the 
laity from all pontifical afiemblies at Rome«* 

And here it feems worthy of obfervation, that the 
celibacy of the clergy was not eftablifhed until this 
time, or pretty near it ; for in the New Teftament, 
( I Tim. iv. 1 , 3 ) the prohibition of marriage is reckoned 
among the marks of apoftacy and dodrines of devils, 
and even in the year c^ our Lord 601, marriage was 
allowed to priefts that could not live continently ; but 
in the year 1 1 02, in the reign of king Henry I. a 
national fynod was held, of which the fourth canon 
forbids the clergy to marry, or to live with their wives 
already married ;f and this point once gained was a 
great ftep towards putting in execution the projeft 
die pope had formed, of rendering the clergy inde- 
pendent of the civil power, and incorporating them 
into a fociety apart, whi<ih ihould be governed by 
its own laws : and indeed whilft the priefts had chil- 
dren of their own,- it was a hard matter to prevent 
them from having fome dependence on their princes, 
whofe favour has fo great an influence on the fortune 
of private perfons ; but being without families, and 
confequently in expeftation of no great matters from 
their fovereign, they were more at liberty to ftick by 
the pope, who would be looked upon as the fovereign 
of the clergy. I 

This however he did not attain to, till after a ferics 

« Sec the place before cited, f Rapin'sHiftory of England, Vol. U, 
J Ibid. Vol. II, . 
A4 
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t INTRODtJCTIOlt* 

of ages of growing darknefs and ignorance. For 
the bifhop of Rome at firft had no more authority 
than others, nor was Rome deemed a mother church 
until the time of Boniface III, who did not begin to 
prefide till after the year of our Lord 600, and ob- 
tained from the emperor Phocas, that the fee of 
Rome fliould be acknowledged the head of all other 
churches: for before that, the Cpnftantinopolitan 
church was accounted the higheft, as Jerufalem was 
before: nor did the church of Rome remarkably 
cxercife her fway over England until the 7th or 8ta 
century. The ancient Britons had been converted to 
Chriftianity by the apoftles, or fome of their difciples,* 
and adhered to the rites prefcribed to them by their 
firft teachers : and when Auftin the monk came into 
England, being fent by pope Gregory I. chiefly 
urging this one point, that they fhould fubmit to the 
authority of the pope, the church of Rome having 
made feveral innovations in the celebrating divine 
fervice, to which they pretended all other churches 
ought to conform, the Britifli bifliops refufed to 
fubmit to any alterations, profelling that they owed 
no more deference to the hilhop of Rome than to 
any other Chriftian bifliop : however, by and by, 
they fubmitted then- necks to the yoke, for A. D. 669, 
Theodore, archbifliop of Canterbury, as foon as hq 
came into England, made a vifit to dl the churches 
in his jurifdiftion, and brought the people to a 
thorough conformity to the ufages of the church of 
Rome ; and A. D. 735, the Engliih archbifhop^ 
went to Rome to receive the pall.f 

Befides the celibacy of the clergy, there was yet 
another ftratagem, by which the domi^io^ of this 

* *• The firft fpringing of Chrlft's gofocl in JngUnd was in the time of 

. Icing Lucius, in the year of our Lord x 80, and the continuance of it fron> 

thence to the entrance of the Infidel Saxons, was 30a years. The decay 

pf the fame, to the entrance of Auftin the monky was Z43 yc»rs**^ 

f^x's A^^d Monuments, Vol. L p. 104. 

•j- Rapin*s Hiftor^ of England, VoL |. 
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INTRODUCTIOK. 9 

mighty prince was extended far and near ; of which 
Puffendorf, m his Spiritual Monarchy of the Church 
of Rome, gives us the following account : 

*' The popes claimed the fuprcme direftion over 
the univerfities, whereby thefe were rendered mainly 
fnftrumcntal in maintaining the popifli fovereignty. 
For, in the univerfities, men are firft tinftured with 
foch opinions as they are afterwards to make ufe of 
during their whole life, and inftil them into others : 
and it was for this reafon, that the fciences there to 
be taught were fure to be accommodated to the pope's 
intereft. Here the profeffors of divinity, thofc of 
the canon law, and even the philofophers, were the 
creatures and Haves of the pope ; and indeed the 
divinity and philofophy profeffed in thefe univerfities, 
were not taught with an intenrion to make the young 
ftudents more learned and underftanding, but that 
the ingenious, by confufed and idle terms, might be 
diverted from thoroughly canvaffing thofc matters 
which would have led them to the whole difcovcry 
pf the popilh intrigues : for their fchool-divinity is 
not employed in fearching the Holy Scripture, but 
for the moft part entangled in ufelefs queitions, in- 
vented chiefly by Peter Lombard, Tliomas Aquinas, 
Scotus, and other patriarchs of pedantry : and what 
chey call philofophy is nothing elfe but a coUeftion 
of foolifh chimeras, empty terms, and very bad Latin, 
the knowledge of which is rather hurtful than pro- 
fitable. So that all their aim was, to take care that 
the fciences fliould not be fundamentally taught ; and 
above all the reft, the moft ufefiil of all, the do6trinc 
of morality is ifluch mifinterpreted, and entangled in 
an endlefs labyrinth, that the fathers confelfors may 
not want means to domineer over laymen's confciences, 
and that thefe may be rendered incapable to examine 
and rule their anions according to folid principles, but 
be obliged to be guided blindfold, at the pleafure of 
tbf ir fathers confeifors,^* So far Puffendorf, 
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Agreeable to all this was one fingular mafter-ftroke 
of infolcnce which dcferves particular notice. It.fo 
happened, that many of the popiCh inftiiutions were 
dircftly contrary tp the precepts and examples re- 
corded in the New Teftament: one thing therefore 
was neceffary, which once admitted obviates. entirely 
this difficulty to their reception, and that was to 
decree, as pope Nicholas did about the year 870, 
that the pope's laws and letters Ihould be of equal 
authority with tlie Scriptures. 

And again, whereas the fecurity of the kingdom 
of this fpiritual fovereign flood in darknefs and igno* 
ranee, he and his adherents finding it neceflary, 'm 
order to maintain themfelves in the peaceable poffd* 
fion of this their kingdom, did arrogate unto them* 
felves a right of cenfuring and licenfing all forts of 
books whatfoever; by which means, they were 
cffeftually empowered to hinder any thing from 
coming to light, which might be prejudicial to their 
own intereft. 

But it was not fufficient for this mighty prince, 
thus to have eftablifhed to himfelf an empire over 
the confciences of men in fpiritual matters, but he 
xnuft exercife it alfo in temporals, and over kings and 
emperors. 

Indeed the example of him who was Lord of all, who 
was the moft perfeft pattern of humility and meeknefs, 
ftood in his way, as did alfo that exprefs declaration 
of his to his difciples, (Mark x.) '' Ye know that 
they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles 
exercife lordfhip over them, and their great ones 
exercife authority upon them ; but fo it (hall not be 
among you ; but whofoever will be great among you, 
fhall be your minifter, and whofoever will be the 
chiefeft Ihall be fervant of all ; ** and therefore it 
feemed to him but decent, to put on the cloke of 
humility, and call himfelf Servus Servorum ; but if 
ope were to judge from his conduft, he were la 
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reality rather King of kings, and Lord of lords, viz. 
when he took upon him the difpofai of kingdoms 
and empires, as is well known of ^ope Adrian IV. 
who gave this kingdom of Ireland unto Henry 11. 
king of England, and of pope Innocent IIL who 
A. D. 11955 crowned Otho the emperor, and after- 
wards depofed him again, faying, ^ It lies in my 
power to fa up and pluck down emperors, kings, 
and princes, at my pleafure, for all power is given 
unto me both in heaven and in earth/ And by the 
fame pope was the kingdom of England intcrdiAcd, 
king John excommunicated, and his fubje^ls abiblved 
from their oaths of allegiance; and in the year of 
our Lord 1212, the king was depofed, and the 
kingdom of England and lordfhip of Ireland, by him 
refigned unto the pope : and the fame king did thence- 
forward acknowledge himfelf a vaffal to the holy fee, 
and as fuch bound himfelf to pay the yearly tribute of 
one thoufand marks, viz. fevcn hundred for England 
and three hundred for Ireland.* That the popes did 
really, in feme of the moft effential concerns, invade 
the rights of princes to a great degree, may appear 
from hence, that pope John XXII. by his fole autho- 
rity publilhcd a truce between England and Scotland, 
^gainfl the confent of one of the parties, and em- 
powered his legates to conclude a peace between the 
two kingdoms, upon what terms they plcafed, with 
orders to compel the two kings and their fubjefts punc- 
tually to keep it, under pain of excommunication.f 

Next to the pope's pride, it remains that I give 
fomc account of his cruelty. 

The great and glorious event of the birth of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, was introduced by that angelic .acclama- 
tion, (Luke xi. 14.) '' Glory to God in the highcft, 
on earth peace and good-will to men ; '* and Chrift 
liimfelf was the author of the new commandment, 
(John xiii. 34, 35), '* Love one another,*' and laid 

• fUpin'? Hiftory of ^gland. f ^^^» Vol. IV. 
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down this as a {landing charafteriftic by which his 
difciplcs fhould be dillinguilhed, viz. that they loved 
one another. 

Now, if war, bloodfhed, and the« deftnaftion of 
one another (even among the profeffors of faith in 
the fame Jefus) be inftances of peace and marks of love 
and good- will to men, then the pretended vicar of Chrift 
Jefus had them ; but if thefe things b? marks of 
hatred, he wants the diftinguiftiing badge of a difciplc 
of Chrift J and fince, in the language of the apoftlc 
John, (i John iv. 20.) " If a man fay, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar," this appellation 
fuits him better, whilft, under the profeffion of being 
a reprefcntative of the Lamb of God, he is fpreading 
defolation and deftruftion among men. 

Again the apoftle faith, (2 Tim. ii. 24, 28) " The 
fcrvant of the Lord muft not ftrive, but be gentle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meeknefs inftru£ling 
ihofe that oppofe themfclvcs ; if God peradventHre will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
Truth.'* And the weapons of the warfare of the pri- 
mitive Chriftians were not carnal : but the weapons and 
methods the pope ufually had rccourfe to for the 
overcoming of thofe who oppofed him were carnal, 
and fhe reverie of gentlenefs, patience, and meeknefs ; 
for whereas it is notorious, that efpecially from the 
year 1160, to the year 1170, divers were by God's 
good Providence raifed up to bear a publick tefti- 
mony againft the many grofs corruptions that had 
crept into the church, thefe were fure to do this 
with the hazard of their, lives and liberties, among 
whom were the followers of WicklifF, called Lollards 
in Eng^nd, and the Waldenfes in France, many of 
whom were burned to death, and others fcattered 
into divers countries by perfecution ; and a few years 
after thofe rofc the Albigenfes in the city of Tholoufe, 
ligainft whom the pope incenfed fent Dominic, with 
fcvcral millionarics called iqquifitors, into the county 
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of Tholoufe, and employed armies againft them, and 
deftroyed above two hundred thoufand in the fpace 
of fome months.* 

In the maflacrc of Paris, A. D. 1572, the number 
dcftroyed is computed at one hundred thoufand, the 
news whereof, as Thuanus tells us, they received at- 
Rome with tranfports of pleafure, and the pope and 
cardinals inftantly repaired to St. Mark's to thank 
God for fo great a favour conferred on the fee of 
Rome, and appointed a Jubilee over the whole 
Chriflian world for this flaughter of thofe called 
Hereticks in France. 

In the Irifh malTacre one hundred and fifty thoufand 
Proteftants, according to the mod moderate compu- 
tation, were murdered in cold blood.f Nor arc 
there wanting later inftances of the continuance of 
the fame cruel difpofition, particularly the persecution 
in France under Lewis XIV. the cruelties at Thorn 
in Poland, and on the poor Saltzburghers ftripped 
of all they had and driven from their habitations, and 
ftill more recent examples might be produced to the 
fame purpofe. 

In Ihort, we are affurcd from good authority that 
far more blood hath been ftied by the papal empire 
and its agents, than ever was ftied by Rome heathen : 
and indeed perhaps it may with too much truth be 
obfervcd, that when ecclcfiaftical men once become 
corrupt, they feem zealous to outltrip not only lay- 
men, but even heathens and infidels, and to have 
exercifed far more cruelty in inflifting their punifli- 
ments than either of thefe : for, in fome of the courts 
of inquifition (erefted firft in the kingdom of him 
called the Cathollck king, about the year 1479) any 
one not convifted, but barely fufpeftcd of herefy, 
is by various tortures tempted to accufe himfelf (con- 
trary to common hyr) and Jiis goods are confifcatcd 

• jjemons againft Popery, A. D. 1 735- t Th« ^ifc ^^ ^^^^ CwmwelL 
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(hot after conviftion, but) wheii they firft apprehend 
him J and whatever procefs is carried on againft him 
no perfon knoweth, but only the holy fathers and 
the tormentors who are fwom to execute the torments* 
The accufation is fecret, the crime is fecret, and fo 
is the witnefs ; and even the prifoner in his examina- 
tion fw^ars inviolably to keep fecret the affairs of the 
inquiiition, a method of procedure which the ancient 
heathens would undoubtedly have abhorred, as we 
may learn from the xxiv, xxv. and xxvi. chapters of 
the Afts. And although Chrift Jefus exprefsly 
forbids his difciples to call for fire from heaven to 
confume fuch as would not receive him, yet his pro- 
fefled reprefentative hath (by his agents) frequently 
called for and aftually applied fire to the consuming 
the bodies of fuch as would not receive his impofi. 
tions; and with refpeft to the torments of the 
inquifition, it is obferved that the final execution is 
not by common burning, but by a flow fire ; and 
moreover, if the fuppofed heretick has been dead, 
though many ycar^, the procefs is carried on againft 
him as if he were alive, and he is burnt in effigy 
with his bones, even as were the bones of that 
eminent reformer John Wickliff, after he had been 
dead forty-one years, taken out of the grave by a 
decree of the fynod of Conftance, and publickly 
burnt, and the a£hes thrown into the river.* 

And when John Hus, another reformer, wa$ 
cendemned to be burnt by the fynod of Conftance, 
feven bifliops degraded him, and then a proper mitre 
was put on his head, &c. and the prelates delivered 
his body to be burnt, adding thefe words : * And wc 
devote thy foul to the devib in Hell/ Such was the 
cruelty peculiar to ecclefiafticks, whereas when our 
temporal judges pronounce fentence againft the worft 



♦ Sec the Hiftory of the Inquifition at Goa, and the Hiftory of the 
EngWI^JMartyr*.' 
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^fialefaaors, they pray, ' The Lord have mercy oa 
diy foul/* 

lliefe and the above mentioned may fuflicc as 
(hort fpecimens of the pope's pride and cruelty. Let 
us next take a view of the temper of his mind with 
regard to earthly treafure, and fee what title he has 
to the appellation of a reprefentative of Chrifl on 
this account alfo. 

Now we find by the hiftory of the New Teftament 
that Chrift Jefus, who was greater than Mofes, who 
promifed to the obedient an increafe of outward 
fubftance, as of corn and cattle, Deut. xxviii. (the 
fenftions of his laws being, for the moft part, outward 
rewards and punifhments) ever direfted the defircs 
of his difciples, not to the riches of this world, but 
to the fpiritual ones, exprefsly enjoining them not to 
** Lay up treafures on earth, where moth and ruft do 
corrupt and thieves break through and Ileal, but in 
heaven." (Mat. vi. 19, 20.^ Nor do I find in the cata- 
logue of bleflings pronounced by our Lord on the 
Mount,or elfewhere in thcNewTeftament,one bleflSng 
on rich men as fuch, but on thofe who were pofleffed of 
a heavenly difpofition of mind : on the contrary, I find 
woes denounced on the rich and full, but bleflings 
to the poor, in Luke vi. and confidently with this 
the apoftle JPaul, in his firft epiftle to Timothy, chap. vi. 
fays, " Having food and raiment let us be therewith 
content ; but they t^at will be rich, fall into tempta- 
tion and a fnare, and into many foolifh and hurtful 
lufts, which drown men in deftruftion and perdition ; 
for the love of money is the root of all evil, which 
while fome coveted after they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themfelves through with many 
fohrows. But thou O Man of God, flee thefe things, 
and follow after righteoufiiefs, godlinefs, fiaith, love, 
patience, meekncfs.** 

• Sermons againft Popery, A. P. 1735. 
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Such was the fenfe of the apoftlc Paul cdncernin^ 
the difpofition of mind that ought to prevail in i 
Chriftian bifhop with regard to the riches of this 
world. Let us fee how confiftently with this the 
bifhops of fucceeding times have afted. 

After the Chriftian religion became modifh, the 
liberality, partly pf certain pioufly difpofed perfons, 
and partly of fome deluded ones, who vainly ima- 
gined that by donations of this fort they might pur- 
chafe the remiffion of their fms, became great, and 
in procefs of time increafed to an enormous degree, 
even fo far as to corrupt the minds of the receivers ; 
for with the acquifition of riches the defire of thera 
alfo by and by increafed, even as commonly happens 
to mere carnal men ; and truly to a greater degree 
in thofe apoftatizing Chriftians than in heathens. 

Property and power entering into Chriftian (even 
as in other) focieties, created parties and faftions. 
To accept of the office of a biftiop became, in 
procefs of time, no longer an inftance of fclf-denial> 
nor a poft of labour and vigilance as at firft, but a 
defirable bait to fcnfual men ; and whereas their. 
profelTed Lord and Mafter tcftifieth of himfelf that 
though the foxes had holes, and the birds of the 
air nefts, yet he had not where to lay his head, 
nothing lefs than ftately palaces at length would 
fatisfy thcfe his profeifed reprefentatives. In flion, 
the gofpel-motive of love to the fouls of men, gave 
way to, and was fupplanted by views merely carnal 
and human ; Chrift was followed for the loaves and 
fifties, preaching the gofpel became a trade, and a 
very gainful one too, 

A few inftances fliall fuffice to fliew what an advan- 
tageous trade the pope and his agents did follow, 
and how the fpfa-it of avarice at length prevailed fo 
far as to render the trade of prieftcraft bare-faced, and 
that this was ^iven on to that extremity as at length' 
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to threaten, in fomc fort, the ruin of thofc that V9eri 
exercifed therein. 

The office of a hifliop or other minifter was originally 
fuch as required a conllant and affiduous rcfidence ; 
and indeed many fevcre canons and decrees of councils 
were made againft pluralifts and non-refidcnts ; as like* 
wife againft the tranflations of bifliops from one city 
or biflioprick to another. But what did thefe canons 
avail ? Truly they were but like fpiders* webs, letting 
the great flies through, and catching the little ones, 
and fo proved an effeftual ftratagem to bring money 
into the apoftolical exchequer ; for by that one claufc 
of the pope's difpenfing power, the richer clergy 
were indulged in their non-rcfidence, &c. whilft the 
poor vicars were bound by a conftitution of Otho, 
to ' take a ftrift oath of continual refidence, and 
without it their inftitution was declared to be null and 
void.* 

The pope, in procefs of time, engroffed to himfclf 
the collation of almoft all the church preferments, 
and conferred the greateft part of the benefices in 
England on the cardinals and their relations, who 
enjoyed the profits without ever refiding ; and thefe 
benefices were commonly farmed out to the Englilb, 
who, to make the moft of them, got the cure fcrved 
for a very fmall falary. Hence , divine fervice was 
neglefted, the churches ran to ruin, and thcinftrufiion 
of Chriftians was almoft wholly laid afide.f It ap- 
peared, however, upon a computation, made by order 
of king Henry III. A. D. ' 1 245, that more money 
was carried out of England annualhr by the pope's 
authority, than all the revenues of the crown put 
together ; and without doubt all the riches of the 
nfaiion had been conveyed away through this channel, 
and the ecclefiafticks foon become mailers of all. the 

* Dr. Ayliff *s Parcrgon juris Canonici A^glicani. 
t Rapin*t Hiftory of fengland. 

Vol. Ills B 
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taAds of the kingdom (feeing they daily acquired 
and never alienated)| had not certain ftatutes, parti* 
cukrly that of Mortmain, enaded in the reign of 
k'mg Edward L to check the growth of the riches 
of the clergy, prevented iu* 

But ta conclude, about the year 1475, ^'^^ erefted 
the famous trade of pardons and tnduigencies, i. e. 
a procurement of the remiffion of the pains of purga- 
tory, which was fold for money like any other ware^ 
in the thae of Bonifaee IX. f And Thuanus fays^^ 
that the pope fent his bulls throughout Chriftendom 
to raife money for his immenle expences, promifing 
the expiation of all fms, and eternal life at a fet price 
and rate, according to the nature of the crimes ; and 
he appointed a treafury and queftors, and {^eachcrs^ 
to fet forth the value and efficacy of thofe indulgencies. 
* The colledors under the authority of pope Leo X. 
about the year 1516, perfuaded the people that who- 
foever would give ten fhillings, fiiould at his pleafure 
deliver one foul from the pains of pugatory, and 
preached, that if it were one jot lefs than ten fhillings,' 
it would profit them nothing.' | Hence many were 
encouraged to fin, and the authority of the keys was 
much debafed. 

Behold the awakening impofition that made all 
men feel the bondage i and kideed this feems to have 
been the ne plus ultra of Romiih corruption, or the 
very midnight of poptfii darknefs, out of which, by 
God's good providence, emerged more refplendent 
beams of the glorious light of the reformaqon. For 
this kind of filthy merchandize, being, among other 
countries, propagated alfo in Germany, by the means 
of Tecellus, a Dominican friar, his fcandalous fermons 
much moved Martin Luther the monk, who upon this 

• Rapm*sHift. and Setmons ag^nft Popciy* 
f Polydore Virgil de rcr. inventoribttS. 
•f fQi*4 A&% and Monumentt. 
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tJtJeafion ptiWiflied certain propdfitions concernittg in- 
dulgencies,* which gave rife to a coiiti^overfy, and 
from thefe fmall beginnings he proceeded with great 
2eaT and conftanc!/ to dcteft many of the long eftab- 
lifhed errors of popery. 

That great corruptions did teally pfc^zll in the 
church about this rime j that there Was a (bong nc- 
ceflity and eVen a loud call for a i*eformation. We rtiay 
Irery fafely affirm, fince We haVc a remarkable tefti- 
mony of Adrian the pope, then reigning, in his 
inftruftions published againft Lutherif acknowledging 
It in thefe words t 

^ We confefs that Gcki ftiflfereth this per fecurion to 
be inflided on his church for the fins of men, rfpc- 
cially of priefts and prelates of the clergy, and the 
Scriptnre teftifieth that the fills of the people do ifftic 
out from, the fins of the prieft^ We know that in 
this holy fee there have been many abominable things 
wrought and praftifed. And no marvel if the fick* 
nefs beginning at the head have defcended afterward 
to inferior prelates. Wherefore, Sec. in us fhall be 
lacking no diligence of a better reformation, firft be- 
ginning with our own court, that like as the contagion 
firft from thence defcended into all the inferior parts, 
fo reformation and amendment of all that is amifs 
from the fame place, again fhall take its beginning : 
whereunto they fhall find us fo much the more ready, 
for that we fee the whole world fo defirous of the 
fame.' So far Pope Adrian. 

Now, that under the mfluence of fiich dtreftors as • 
thofe above defcribed, novelties and corruptions of 
the primitive difcipline and doArine fhould creep in, 
we need not wonder ; fome inflances whereof have 
been occafionally mentioned already, viz. their prohi- 
bition of marriage to the clergy, their excluditig the 
laity from the afTemblies for church difcipline, and 



♦ 'Fox's A^ and Monumenti, ^ Ibid, 
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the fetting up the authority of the church of Rome 
above all other churches : a few more examples to 
the like purpofe now follow, viz. , 

I. The veneration paid by the Papifts to their 
images (contrary to the praftice of the primitive 
Chriftians within four hundred years after Chrift, 
among whom no images were worfhipped or ufed in 
their churches*) and to their faints; to whom they 
ereft temples and chapels, confefs their fins, pray and 
give praifes, thus robbing the one fupreme Crod of 
his honour. Now this their worfliip of faints is a 
praftice borrowed from the heathenifh theology, and 
particularly from the worfhip of daemons among the 
Pagans ; and accordingly they have a variety of 
faints and faintefles to anfwer the gods and goddeifes 
in the heathen world ; and as the feveral kingdoms 
of the earth were formerly fuppofed to be under the 
proteftion of diflferent gods, in like manner ate they 
now configned over to the guardianfhip of feveral 
Roman faints, as St. Dennis for France, George for 
England, Andrew for Scotland, &c. 

In fome other inftances they corrupted the CmpU- 
city of the gofpel by the introduftion of divers 
Jewifh rites. Thus the ufe of holy water, or the 
water of purifying, was a Jewifh rite mentioned in 
the Eighth chapter of Numbers, where God com* 
mands the water of purifying to be fprinkled on the 
Levites ; and hence Alexander I. biftiop of Romej 
is faid to have been the author of confecrating fuch 
cleanfing water, ordering it to be kept in temples 
and houfes to drive away devils. Whether the 
biftiop laft mentioned, who prefided in the beginning 
of the Second century, was really the introducer of 
this cuftom, I fhall not take upon me to determine j 
however, its origin is plainly Jewifli, and the continu- 

♦ Cave's Primitive ChriiUanity. 
t Polyd. Virg. de rer. inventorib. I t. c. S. 
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ance of it in the Chriftian church, a voluntary relapfc 
from gofpel-libcrty into Jcwifli bondage. 

IL The priefts' veftmcnts are dc^fived from the 
Hebrews, as the laft cited author (hews in the mitre, 
furpUce, girdle, &c. from Exodus xxviii. &c. 

III. The payment of tithes is another Jewifh rite, 
void of all fupport by precept or example in the New 
Teftament, and which was not eftabli&cd until about 
the fame aera as divers other popiih corruptions. 
For as father Paul, in his Treatife of Ecclciiaftical 
Benefices and Revenues, obfcrves, the < Law of 
tithes was a divine Mofaical law, and as fuch, binding 
only to the Jewifh people. — All right whatfoever of 
tithes is merely human ; and about the year 1170, 
Alexander III. ordered proceedings by cenfures to 
enforce the payment of tithes, under pain of excom^ 
munication/* 

IV. Auricular confefllon docs not appear to have 
been abfolutely enjoined to be praftifed once a year, 
earlier than the 4th Lateran f council in 12 15. 

• I (hall fubjoin but a few words of their corruptions 
of the Chriftian doftrines, and firft, in their doftrine 
of purgatory, which is exprefsly contrary to the 
fenfe of the catholic church in the four firft centuries; 
and is moreover atknowledged by an eminent popiih 
author, and an opponent of Luther, to have been 
but lately received iiKo the J Univcrfal church. 

Secondly. The doftrine of tranfubftantiation is 
alfo another novelty, not broached until the Eighth 
century, and even about that time warmly oppofed 
by the moft learned mra, particularly Jonannes 
Scotus., In the year 1214, Pope Honorius IIL com- 
manded that the miiTal-bread ihould be lifted up 
above the prieft*s head at a certain time, and that all 
the people ihould fall down and worfiiip it; and 

• Father Paul's Treatife of Ecclciiaftical Revenues, ice, chap. xxviiji« 
t SemiQni againft papery. A. D. 1 735* | Ibid, 
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thoDgfa the ncWTfound deyice and temi of Traafalv; 
ftantiadoii was hatched in the Lateran council, A. P4 
1059, xhp dojEhrine of tranfubftaiidadoii W|is not dcr 
cre^ or eftablifhed by any general council but thp 
council * of Trent, A, D. 1551. 

To conclude ; that (iivcrs of the novel order of 
Jefuits, of whom Ignatius Loyala the founder was 
pot canonized'until 1629, did corrupt the great doc- 
trines of Chriftianity, and rcprpfent the Chriftiaii 
morality as far ihort of the purity of the heathenifh, 
the reader may fee in a trcatife writteii by Ac Ahh6 
4e Berfhifer, publiflied ii^ Dublin, 1726, endtled the 
* Parallel of the Do^ine gf the Pagans with the 
flo£bine pf fhe Jefuits, and that of the Conftitudon 
XJnigenitus, iffued by Pope Clement XL* Out of 
fcvcral inftanpcs thq:ein mentipned of the nature of 
the doftriries of t^cfe fathers, it flball fuffice here tQ 
tranfcfibe one as a fpecimen qf the reft, viz. 

Father: Rhodes, in his fcholaftic theqlogy, fays, * if 
any oqe commits adultery qr murder, and at the f^tra^ 
Vime copfidefs tl^e malignancy and heinous nature of 
thefe aftiops but m fuch a manner as is very imper* 
JFcft and fuperfi^ial, t|iough the matter of it is very 
grofs, yet his fin is venijil/ To ^hi^h I £ball fubjoin 
pne iwance more of the Chriftian mor^dity being 
reprefented evpn by the profefled vicar of Chpft 
jefus himfelf, as far fhprt of the heathpnilh, viz. * in 
ft bull of Pope Clemejit VI. in the year J 351, a dif- 
penfatjon was granted tp John, king of France, and 
to queep Joap, his fecond wife, giving to the king ^nd 
queen's confeffor a power to abfolve them both for 
^he paft and future frqm all engagements and con- 
prafts, ti^ough backed by an path, if they could not 
keep them without forae inconvenicncy./ Thus is 

?erjury authorized; whereas among the ancient 
Lomans^ it was ^n opinion generally received th« 

• Sermons. ag*mft Popery, A. P. ^j^. 
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rather than break one's oatb, one ought to be ready 
to braTC all that is dreadful iu banifhmenty imprifon* 
ment and torment.** 

Now furcly it muft have been in a time qf deep 
fleep that thofe tare* were fown, that thefe grofs cor- 
ruptions ia do^rine and pra^^ice, thefe fiat contradic- 
tions to the precepts laid down by the author of th^ 
Chriftian religion in the New Teflament, were 
broached ; and indeed the broachers of them feem 
to have been well aware of their being fuch, and 
therefore^; confidently enough, ordered that book to 
be locked up from the ufe of the vulgar ; and that 
ignorance was die mother of devotion became ao 
eilablilhed maxim among them ; and fdifmal to re- 
late!) the prayers of the church were to be muttered 
in a language which mod of thde that were therein 
exercifed did not underfland; for even in queen 
Mary's, time, in the year 1557, it was deemed a 
crime for any ckrgyman tq perform divine | fcrvice 
in Engliih: and indeed an univcrfal ignorance, ex- 
tending to human as well as divine things, did reiga 
for divers centuries preceding the grand «ra of the 
. midnight of popiih darknefs above hinted at : v. g. 
king Alfred who died in 900, complained bitterly 
that from the Hiimber to tli Thames there was not 
a prieil: that underftood the liturgy in his mother 
tongue ; and that from the Thames to the fea there 
was not a msm that knew how to tranilate the eafieil 
piece I of Latin« 

And in the 15th ce»tury, the ftate of learning was 
very deplon^ble, viz. real learning was then fcarce fo 
much as heard of» School divinity and ikill in the 
canon law were all the ecclefiafticks valued themfelves 
nf on, and it was the only road by which they could 
hope to ,arrive at chturth dignities. On the other 



* I/Ctter from a Librarian at Geneva, publiihed in the London 
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Magazine, 1751,. 
f Fqx's IcclcfinilScjil Hiftory, f Rajfin V Hiftory of England, Vol I. 
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hand, the monks who had crept into moft of the 
profefforfliips in the univerfities had over-run divinity 
and philofophy with fuch a heap of jargon as ferved 
only to give their difciples falfe notions of learning, * 
and to teach them to wrangle. 
• But with the reformation in religion, a more folid 
ismd ufeful learning did alfo revive ; and here it feems 
well worthy of notice, as a Angular providence greatly 
favouring the progrefs and eflablifhment of the re- 
formation, that about the year 1450, thie myftery of 
printing was firft difcovered ; and is faid to have hetn 
brought into England, A. D. 1471, in the reign of 
Henry VI ; which, as Fox obferves, proved a forcible 
engine to batter popery^ and a means of fpreading 
knowledge among the people, who had .with gt^at 
care been kept in ignorance by the prevailing power. 
But now, as the poet fap, by means of this excellent 
invention, 

* * Learning revives, nor fears again t*expire 
* 'Midft papal ignorance and -Gothic fire : * 
land 'tis humbly hoped that the fame thing may juftly 
'now alfo be applicable to th^ reformed religion. 

Thus have I, for the fake of thofe who may have 
T)een kfs converfant in thefe matters, given a brief 
portraiture pf the apoftacy of the profeflbrs of 
Chriftianity, thofe efpecially who affefted the title 
of vicars and reprefentatives of Chrift Jeftis ; of 
whom as it is fuppofed to have been prophefied that 
Jiis vifage was more marred than any man's, thefe 
men have taken care that this fhould be amply ful- 
filled in the reprefentation they have given of Chrift 
arid his religion to the world : a religion, although 
calculated to promote the temporal as well as eternal 
happinefs of mankind, yet, if one were to frame his 
idea of it from their conduft as above defcribed, 
would appear to \)c no better than a .ftratagem to eiit 

• Rapln's Hiftory.of :Englan4, Vpl. VI, 
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rich and aggrandize, a few men, called ecclefiafticks^ 
at the coft of impoveriftiing and cnflaving the reft ; 
from whence I ceafe to wonder at the contempt with 
which the profeflion of Chriftianity, without the 
power and fpirit of it, hath been fomctimes treated. 
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PART IL 

Of the Reformation^ and Its gradual progrefs^ andibe 
defers yet attending it. 

Of the wofal darkncfs above dcfcribed, which did 
for fome ages eclipfe the brightnefs of the gofpel-day, 
it hath feemed good to Divine Providence to fore- 
warn us in the Revelation, where the church is fup- 
pofed to be reprefented by the " woman clothed with 
the fun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve ftars,*' and being with child^ 
and perfecuted by the dragon " whofe tail drew the 
third part of the ftars of heaven and did call them 
to the earth ; and he ftood before the woman which 
was ready to be deUvered, for to devour her child as 
foon as it was born ; but the child being brought 
forth, aftd caught up to God and his throne, ihe fled 
into the wildemefs,** (a ftate of obfcurity) and was 
to remain there during the time appointed her of 
God: which was but a limited time, and is believed 
to have been accomplifhed, and that the return of 
the church out of the wildemefs commenced at the 
reformation, and that this great work (hall be carried 
on and perfeAed in God's time. 

It muft indeed be acknowledged, to the glory of 
God*s good providence, that even in the moft dark 
and corrupt ages there was flill preferved a faithful 
remnant, who bore witnefs againft the prevailing cor- 
ruptions, though the greater part of thcfe were 
branded for hereticks by the ruling majority, whereof 
it is neceflary to fubjoin a few inftances. 

A. D. 815, Claudius, bifhop of Turin, is ftigma- 
tizcd for an wcb heretick for teaching that the crofs 
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is not to be worihipped^ nor the fepulchres nor re^ 
liques of faints, and that pilgrimages are vain : and 
for the like reafon were Petrus dc Bruis and Henri- 
cus ex Monacho, A, D. 1 1 1 9, branded for hercticks.* 

In the year 1 146 lived Hildegardis, a propfaeteis, 
;uiid indeed fo efteemed by the papifts themfelves, vrho 
among other things f prophefieth againft the priefts 
and prelates of the Romilh chnrch thus: ■■ 

* Now is the law neglefted among the fpiritual 

people, which neglefi to teach and do good things ; 

the maiter likewife and the prelate do fleep, defpi&ig 

juftice^ and laying it afide: and in a certain vilion the 

phurch appeared to her in the fhape of a woman 

complaining that the priefls had bewrayed her face 

with duft, rent her coat, &c. and that they did not 

iiune over the people, neither in dodrine, nor example 

of life— -that all ecclefiaflical drder did every day be* 

come worfe and worfc, and that the priefts did not 

teach, but ddbroy the law of God : and for thcfe 

horrible crimes ihe threateneth and prophefieth unto 

them God^s mqft heavy wrath and difpleafnre, and 

doleful punifhm^ts. The crown of apoflolical ho* 

nour fhall be divided, becaufe there fhall be found no 

religion among the apoftolical order ; and for that 

caufe fhall they defpife the dignity^ of that name, and 

fliall fet over thpm piber men and other archbilhops, 

in fo much that the apc^lic fee of that time fhall 

have fcarcc Rome and a few other countries there* 

abouts under his crown. And thefe things fhall 

partly come to pafs by incurfion of wars, and partly 

alfo by a copunon counfel and confent of the fecular 

and fpiritual perfons. Then fhall juftice flourifh, fo 

;hat in thofc days men fhall honcfUy apply themfclvcg 

to the ancient cufloms and difcipline of ancient men,^ 

find fi^ obferve them as ancient men did.'|- 

< S^opA ConclHor. Pari* 1671. 
I I'ox's Eccl. If iftoty, Vol 1. 1». »37> »35^ i Wd, VoL I. p. ajS. 
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, A. D. 1 1 60, one Waldo, a merchant of Lyons, 
applying himfclf to the ftudy of the Scriptures, and 
finding there no grounds for fevcral of the popifh 
doftrines, and particularly tranfubftantiation, pubHckly 
oppofed them. His followers, called Waldenfes, 
were grievoufly perfecuted by the reigning power, 
fome of them burnt to death, and others fcattered 
into divers countries ; and indeed they did overfpread 
a great part pf * Europe, by which means (to the 
glory of God's Providence bringing good out of evilj 
the reformation was alfo fpread. 

Among others of their tenets were the following : 
^ That the church of Rome is Babylon fpokcn of in 
the Revelation : that praying for the dead is vain, 
and a thing only found out for the lucre of priefts : 
that the hdft: is an idol : that the feafts and feftivals 
of the faints ought to be rejeAed : that preaching of 
the word is free to ajil men called f thereunto.* 

And indeed in that dark interval of time, between 
the year 1170 and 1470, many bore a publick tefti- 
mony againft the corruption and abominable idolatry 
which was crept into the church ; though commonly 
with the lofs of their liberties or Hves ; for a further 
account of whom I refer to the laft-citcd author; 
and jt is obfervable, to the glory of the power and 
providence of God, now as formerly, " choofing the 
weak things to confound the things that are mighty ;*' 
and that though there were fome learned men among 
thefe, many of them were mean pcrfons, mechanics, 
and feveral women, (who fuffered for their teftimony 
to the Truth) : not for the moft part the men of the 
cftablifliment, the mercenary priefts and bifhops, who 
were commonly their perfecutors, and hindered, as 
much as in them lay, the progrefs of the reformation. 

In the year 1370, lived Bridget, dignified by tb^ 

• Rapin's Hiftory of England, Vol. III. 
j Fox's Ecclcfiaftical Kiftory, Vol. I. 
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name df Holy, the church of Rome haying ctoonized 
her not only for a faint, but prophctcfs, who, not- 
withftanding, in her book of revelations, was a great 
rebuker of the f)0^)e and of the 'filth 6( Ws clergy, 
calling him a Qiurderer of fouls, a fpiller and piller 
of the flock of Chrift, affirming that the prelates, 
bifhops, and priefts, are the caufe why the do^ne of 
Chrift is neglefted and almoft extinft; that the clergy 
have turned the Ten Commandments of God into 
two words. Da Pecuniam^ or Give money ; and pro- 
phefieth that the fee of the pope fhall be thrown 
down into the deep like a millftone.* 

But it were an inexcufable neglcft, in a difcourfe 
of this kind, to fupprefs one faft redoundmg to the 
Angular honour of the Englifti nation, or rather a 
notable inftance of God's goodnefs worthy of the 
moft grateful commemoration from the people of 
thefc nations, viz. that England was one of the firft 
that was favoured with the diwn of the glorious 
light of the reformation, even long before the days 
of Martin Luther, viz. by the means of John Wick- 
liff, who has been called the morning-ftar of the re- 
formation, and was bom about the year 1314, was 
Divinity Profcffor in Oxford, and afterwards parfoa. 
of Lutterworth in Leicefterfhire. He flouriihed in 
the latter end of king Edward IIL and the beginning 
of king Richard lid's time, about 130 years before 
the reformation of Luther, f 

He publiflied certain conclufions againft tranfub* 
ftantiation and the infallibility of the pope, and that 
the church of Rome was not the head of all other 
<hurches. That the New Teftament is a perfeft rule 
of life and manners, and ought to be read by the 
people. He alfo declared againft the eftabliftunent 
of tithes, averting them to be pure alms, and main- 

, * Fox'i Ecckfiaftical Hiftory. 
I Neal's Hifiory of the Puritaoti 
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tained that to rcfttain men to a prefcrlbed form 6i 
frayetp Js contrary to the liberty granted them by 
God.* 

i*or thefc and other pretended herefies his books 
irerc, by the pope and his cardmals, condemned to 
At flames^' and his bones were taken ont of the 
^avc and burnt forty-one years after his deaths 
"by a decree of the fynod of C^nftance, as is before 
obferved. 

His fbllowersj otherwife called Lollards, in the year 
1389, began to feparate from the church of Rome^ 
and to appoint priefts from among themfclves to per* 
Jbrm divine fervice in their own way; and it is 
flbfervable, that the church of England, though flic 
•embraces Wickfiff *s doftrines with regard to articles 
0f faith, cannot however forbear expreffing very little 
cftecm fw that do£tor, becaufe he has combated the 
liierarchy which flbc has thcwght fit f to retain. 

That we may judge how neccflary, and atjhe fame 
time how great and difficult, that work of reformation 
^was, which he was inftmmental, through God*s good 
providence, to promote, it feeras worth our while to 
took back and confider what the ftate of the church 
was in thofe davs, which is thus defcribcd by Fox in 
his Ecclefiafticai Hiftory* 

' The Scrij^ures, learning, and divinity, were 
-^fenown but to few, and that in the fchools only, and 
there alfo converted almdl all into fophiftry. Inilead 
of Peter and Paul, men occupied their time in ftudy- 
ing Aquinus and Scotus, and the mafter of fentences. 
The world leaving and forfaking the lively power of 
God*s fpiritual word and doftrinc, was altogether kd 
and blinded with outward ceremonies and human 
traditions, wherein the whole fcopc in a manner d 
^1 Chriftian perfedion did confifl and depend. In 

♦ NcarsHlftorjr of the Pttrittntt 
f Ri^m'0 Hsftorj of England. 
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thde wa$ an hope of obtaining falvation fixed : kere^^ 
unto all things were attributed. Inftead of the apof* 
tolic gifts, and continual labours and travds, floth« 
fulnefs and ambition was crept in among the priefts/ 

^ Thus, 01 thefe times of horrible darknefs and 
ignorance, what time there feemed in a manner no 
one ipark c^ pure do^ne left remaining, did the 
aforelaid John Wickliff, by God's providence, rife 
up, through whom the Lord would firft waken and 
raife up the world overwhelmed vrith human tnu 
ditions/ 

Walter Brute was another of the firft reformers 
mentioned by the fame author, who appeared alfo 
m king Richard lid's time, among other truths con- 
tending for this, that tithes are not due by the law of 
Mofes, nor by the law of Chrift, but by the tradition 
of men only: he alfo reafoned ftrongly upon Cfariftian 
principles againft fighting and fwearing. 

A. D. 1 410, the do^ines of the gofpel began to 
be fpread in Bohemia, by means of the books of 
Wickliff (which happened through the intercourfe 
between England and Bohemia, upon occafion of king 
Richard II. marrying queen Ann, who was a Bohe- 
mian) which then coming into the hands of John 
Huis (a learned man and preacher at that time in 
the univerfity at Prague), and others bmh men and 
women, efpecially of the lay-fort and artfficets, were 
a means of awakening them : and Jerom, of Prague, 
Maftier of Arts, was the companion of the laid Hus, 
and his fellow in bonds, and both underwent the 
fame tragedy, viz. were burnt to death, and their 
alhes thrown into the river. 

About the year 1517 and 1521, Luther, in Ger- 
many, and Zuingltus, in Switzerland, wrote againft 
the Pope's indulgencies and pardcms, and from thence 
proceeded gradually to deteft many other of the 
errors of popery, as is above obferved ; and the 
reformation made a confiderable progrefs in thoie 
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countries by the preaching and wrifings of the faid 
Luther, Zuinglius, MelanAony Oecolampadius and 
others, fomc of whofe books which had been pub- 
liihed in thofe parts, being tranflated into Englifb^ 
excited the curiofity of the people to look into the 
ftate of religion at home. 

At a time not far diftant from this, * William Tindal, 
brought up in the univerfity of Oxford, where he in^ 
crealfed as well in the knowledge of the tongues and 
liberal arts as (and more cfpecially) in the knowledge 
of the Scriptures, whereunto his mind was Angularly 
addi£led^ coniidering the great mifchief done to the 
church, by keeping the Scriptures of God hid from 
the people's eyes, was therefore moved to tranflatc 
the Scripture into his mother-tongue, for the publick 
utility of the fimpic vulgar people of the country, 
and accordingly did tranflatc the New Teftament 
about the year of our Lord 1527 or 1529. Butj 
did the clergy and prelates encourage the publication 
of it? No fuch matter; they cried out ftrenuoufly 
a:gainft it, reprefenting that there were a thoufand 
herefies in it j that it was not fit to be correfted, but' 
utterly to be fuppreffed.. Some faid, that it was not 
poflible to tranflate the Scripture into Englifh ; fome 
that it was not lawful for lay-people to. have it in 
their mother-tongue ; fome that it would make them 
all hereticks; and to the intent to induce the tem-^ 
poral rulers alfo to their purpofe, they faid it would 
make the people to rebel and rife againft their king. 
Such were the froward devices of t^e Englifh clergy 
to drive the people from the text and knowledge, of 
tli^ Scripture, which they would neither tranflatc 
themfelves, noryet abide it to be tranflated by others : 
to the intent (as Tindal himfelf foith) xhat, the world 
being kept ilill in darkuefs, they might fit in the 
confcicnce3 pf the people through vain fuperltition 
and falfe doftrine, to fatisfy their lufts,:thqir ambiticMi, 
atid unfatiable coveioufncfs.. In fine, the clergy never 
refted until they had procured by proclamation the r 
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pi-ohibjting the faid tranflatidn of the New Teftamcat 
^f Tindal, and not contented herewith, proceeded 
further to entangle hun in their nets and bereave him 
of his life, which at length they effeftcd.* • 

However, this tranflation of the Scriptures into 
the vulgar tongue did at length prevail over oppo- 
fition; whereby the doflriiics of the NewTcfiament 
werefpread among the people, whofe curiolity was 
alfo hereby greatly raifed ; and although the bifliop« 
bought up and burnt all the books of this fort they 
could meet with, the teftament was printed abroad, 
arid fent over to merchants in London^ who difpcrfed 
the copies privately among their friends and acquaint- 
ance : and at length Tindal's bible, reviewed and 
correfted by Cranmer, was allowed* by authority, 
and in the year 1538, by king Henry Vlllth's injunc- 
tions, was fet up in all the churches in England, that 
the people might read it^f 

Such light was by this means diffiifed among the 
people, as foon detefted many of the abominable 
corruptions of the Chriftian doftrine, which had crept 
in, in the times of darknefs and ignorance j particu* 
larly purgatory, the power of indulgencies, tranfub- 
fhuitiation, the worfhip of faints, and veneration of 
images, the fupreme authority of the church and 
biihop of Rome, &c. which, like bii'ds of the night, 
difappeared on the dawn of this glorious day : and 
indeed the firft reformers deferve to be acknowledged 
as excellent inftmmenis, raifed up by God's good "pro- 
vidence, to begin the purging and building of his 
•houfe, and worthy to be had of us and poftcrity. in 
cverlafting remembrance : Ihu, without in the leaft 
.detrafting' from the honour due to thofe Chriftian 
heroes, it muft be acknowledged that the great work 
of a complete reformation and reft oration of the pri- 
mitive purity and fimplicity was not the work of one 

♦ Fox'i Ecdeliaftical Hiftory, f NeaJ'* Hiftory of the Pufium. 
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day, year, or age ; and indeed as the apoflacy itfdf 
did not arrive at that tremetidotis height to which I 
have traced it, fo neither it the return from thence to 
be eflefted, all at once ; but notwithftanding divers 
confiderable advances have bcea' made at different 
times, and in different countries in this great work, 
and feme cftabliftiments been fc^med, yet that feme 
of the dregs of popiih corruption have been, and ftill 
are, retained, we acknowledge and deplore, with many 
fincere proteftants of other communities, the removal 
of which is eameftly to be defired. 

To this purpofe I think it worth whfle here to 
recite feme part of the memorable fpeech of JoEn 
Robinfon, an Independent minifter, on his taking 
leave of his' congregation, mentioned in Neal's Hiflary 
of the Pnritans, in the time of king James I. A. D. 
16^0, viz. * Follow me no farther than you have 
feen me follow the Lord Jefus. If God reveal ztiy 
thing to you by any other iiiftniment of his, be as 
ready to receive it as ever you were to receive any 
truth by my miniltry ;^ for I am verily affurcd that 
the Lord has yet more truth to break forth out of 
, his holy word. For my part I cannot^ fofficiemly be- 
:wail the condition of the reformed churches who are 
come to a period in religion, and will at torefcnt go 
no farther than the inftruments of their rcrormation. 
The Lutherans cannot be drawn to go fiirther than 
what Luther faw : and the Calvinifts ftick faft where 
they were left bythat great man of God, who yet 
faw not all things. This is a mifcry much ^) be la- 
mented ; for though they were burning and ihining 
lights in their times, yet they penetrated not into the 
whole counfel of God. It is not poifible that the 
Chriftian world Ihould come fo lately out of fuch 
'thick antichriilian darknefs, and that perfection of 
knowledge ihould break forth at once.' 

I proceed therefore to the ungrateful tafk of ipeci- 
fyifig feveral inftances of the impcrfe6tion of the 
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reformation, and to fhew the true grounds of the fc^ 
paration of this people from the cftablifhed church 
of this nation, with refpcft to fomc of the mod im- 
portant particulars wherein they differ from itj 
whether they be fuch as are common to them and 
other proteftant dillenters, or fuch as are peculiar to 
thcmfelves. 

That too much of the pride and covetoufnefs, and 
fome degree of the tyranny, of autichtift is ftill re- 
tained, among the men called the clergy of the 
eftablifhment, will be too manifeft if we confider, 

I. That they alfo appropriate unto themfelves both 
the name and jurifdiftion of the church, excluding 
ihofe they call Laicks both from the title and the 
power annexed to it ; hereby depriving them of their 
original rights as Chriftian brethren, according to the 
primitive example, as is before fliewn ; and that the 
entire feparation of laymen from the ecclefiaftical 
aiTemblies was the genuine effeft of the growing pride 
of the clergy, and did not take place until Pope Inno- 
cent lid's time. 

II. What, but the remains of the pride of ami- 
chrift hath induced thofe called Lords-Archbifliops 
and Lords-Bifliops to affume a lordfliip over God's 
heritage, and to become too little apt to teach, con- 
trary to the primitive injunftions to biftiops ? 

. Ill.'Perfccution is another of the vile reliques of 
the pride and cruelty of antichrift ; ^nd to fay the 
truth, too much of the principles and fpirit of perfe- 
cutiou came over with the reformers themfelves j and 
almofl all parties and denominations in their turn 
have had a notion of ferving God by doing mifchief 
to men, men who could not believe as they pleafed, 
or would not lie in profeffing to believe what they 
did not. 

Thus, though the church of England be juftly 
cffcemed at prefent for her moderation, having long 
fince ccafed to punifli diflenters, as formerly, wit5 

c 2 
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imprifonment, and the lofs of eftatc or life ; yet at 
long as Athanafius*s creed, together with the fcn- 
tence of everlafting perdition thereunto annexed, is 
retained, and a fubfcription of certain articles of feith 
is impofed in their univerfities, on all their members, 
on pain of their entire exclufion from thence, mc- 
thinks it can hardly be denied that fomething of that 
fame tyrannical fpirit (which as is before (hewn, arro- 
gated to itfelf the fupreme direftion of univerfities) is 
ftill4*etained alfo in this inftince: and indeed every 
impofition of creeds, common prayers, and liturgies, 
fcarce poffible to be fo framed as every one can ho- 
neftly fubfcribc. them, feems to have taken its rife 
from the fame origin ; and the muhiplication of 
creeds has ever been attended with the pernicious 
confequencc of fcattering and dividing Chriflians, 
although propdfed as a means to unite them. 

I find that the very fame fpirit prevailed likewifc 
both in the Kirk of Scotland, and the Prefbytcrians 
m England ; for in the year 1645, ^^^ Scots publiflied 
a declaration againft the toleration of feftaries, and 
liberty of confcience, in which they even fay, that 
liberty of confcience is the nouriflier of all herefies 
and fchifms; and the Prefbytcrians, during the 
anarchy, frequently addreffed for the fupprcfTion of 
all feftaries by the civil authority, and declared 
againfl: toleration and liberty of confcience, both 
from the pulpi^ and prefs. They prefTed covenant- 
uniformity, yea and uniformity in matters of belief^ 
on pain of imprifonment and death itfelf, as appears 
by their ordinance againfl what they are pleafcd to 
call blafphemy and herefy.* 

IV. I proceed next to confider the covetoufnefs' 
of thofe who call themfelves the clergy of the re- 
formed church. 

What a trade the pope and his dependents cxcr- 

i. ..• Nifel'A Hiflory of tlicPtiritans^VoLIIL p.497>498,499>500' 
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'cifed wlththe gofpel ; how gainftil to themfelves, and 
4?pprefSve to the people, has been amply (hewn above. 
It were greatly to be wifhed, that it could be affirmed 
truly, that nothing of the fame fpirit poffcflcd the 
hearts of the reformers: but the truth is, that the 
ppefent fupport of their miniftry is worldly, and their 
call, though profeffedly from a motion of the Holy 
Spirit, is truly like a merely human one, undertaken 
not only for the fupport, but aggrandizement of 
families, contrary to the tenor of the precepts of the 
gofpel. Their maintenance by tithes is no other than 
a Jewifli rite, a popi/h innovation which took place 
in the midnight of apoftacy and degeneracy, as has 
been before obferved ; when a corrupt miniftry, be- 
coming ftrangers to the love of God and their 
brethren, loft alfo confidence in both, and fo deemed 
it neceffary to have fecured to themfclves by law 
what wanted authority in the gofpel, and by force to 
extort a maintenance formerly vielded by free will : 
nor indeed can we fay better of lome of the pretended 
reformers in the anarchy ; for although the Indepen* 
dents and Anabaptifts concurred in defiring the abo- 
lition of tithes as being of Judaical inftiturion, which 
was alfo one of thofe national grievances the army 
propofed to redrefs, yet the reigning party were not 
willing to part with an eftabliftiment fo grateful to 
flefli and blood ; fpr the parliament in the year 1644, 
publifhed an ordinance enjoining the payment of 
tithes, 

A few more particular inftances of covetoufneft. 
too flagrant, and fuch as are both highly reproach* 
ful to a Chriftian miniftry and hurtful to mankind, 
will but too clearly evince what I propofed, viz. 

I. What is the difpenfing with the publication of 
the bans of matrimony in the congregation, by a 
biftiop*s licence, for a certain fum of mon^y, but a 
corruption of Chriftian difcipline for the fake of filthy 
lucre ? and truly of the fame fpirit and origin as the 
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di/pcnfing power of the Pope, or the redeeming <rf 
penance with money ; a corruption fo much the more 
worthy of being taken notice of, as by this means 
the rights of parents are daily invaded, many an un- 
thinking couple are precipitated into ruin, and the 
peace and religious oeconomy of families is deftroyed 
through this truly licentious method of marriage, and 
which by a drift and wholefomc difcipline, might, 
in many cafes, be prevented. 

II. What fliall we think of their pluralities of be- 
nefices, and their non-refidence, but as reproachfill 
inftances of the fame fpirit of covetoufnefs flill fub- 
lifting, and an exprefs breach of the folemn promifc 
made by every prieft at his ordination? 'that befidcs 
adminiftring the doftrine and facraments and difcipline 
of Chrift, he will be ready to ufe public and private 
monitions and e3<hortations, as well to the whole a$ 
the fick within his cure, as need Ihall be given, and as 
occafion fhall require ?* 

I have above '{hewn, that thefe non-refidenccs and 
pluralities, as likewife the tranflation of bifhops from 
one city or bilboprick to another, are feverely prohi- 
bited by divers canons and decrees of councils 
received even among the papifts ; and that the dif- 
penfing with them is, in its original, a genuine fetch 
of popifti policy to get, money ; from \l^hich it is 
greatly to "be wiftied that the churches profeffing 
reformation were entirely delivered. 

As I look upon this affair, how much foever coun- 
♦tenanced or neglefted at prefent, to be of great 
moment, I think it worth my while to tranfcribe here 
(from Fox's Afts and Monuments) the fenfe of a 
Icing of England on this matter, viz. Henry III. who 
on this occafron wrote to one of his bifhops in thc 
following terms, vi^:. 
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* The King to the Bifhop of Hereford fcndeth 
greeting. 

• Paflors or fticpherds arc fet over their flocks thar 
by cxercifing themfelv^s in watchiog over them day 
and night, they may know their own cattle by their 
look, bring the hunger-ftarved flieep into the mea- 
dows of fruitfulnefs, and the ftraying ones into one 
fold, by the word of faivation and the rod of cor- 
re£lion, and to dd their endeavour that unity indiflQ- 
luble may be kept. 

< But fome there be, who damnablv defpifing.this 
doftrine, and not knowing to difcern tneir own cattle 
from another's, do take away the milk and the wool, 
not caring how the Lord's flock may be nourifhed: 
they catch up the temporal goods, and who periflicth 
in their parifli with famiftiment, or mifcarrieth in 
manners they regard not : which men deferve not to 
be called paftors, but rather hirelings. 

* And that we even in thefe days, renwving our- 
felves into the marches of Wales, to take order for 
the difpofmg of the garrifons of our realm, have 
found this default in your church of Hereford, we 
report it with grief; for that we have found there a 
church deftitute of a paftor's comfort, as having 
neither bifliop nor ofliciaj, vicar nor dean, that may 
c^cercife any fpiritual funftion or duty in the fame. 
But the church itfelf (which was wont in times paft 
to flow in delight, and had canons that tended upon 
days and nights fervice, and that ought to exercife 
the works of charity, they forfaking the church, apd 
leading their lives in countries far hence) hath put off 
her ftole or robe of pleafure, and fallen to the ground, 
bewailing the lofs of her widowhood, and there is 
none among all her friends and lovers that will com- 
fort her. Verily, whilft we beheld this, and confidercd 
diligently, the prick of pity did move our bowels, 
ana the fword of compafEon did inw^ardly wound our 
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heart very fore, that wc could no longer diffemble 
fo great injury done to our motl^er the church, nor 
pafs the fame oyer uncorreaed, 
' * Wherefore we command and ftriftly charge you, 
that all occafions fet afide, you endeavour to re- 
move yourfelf with ajl poffible fpced unto your fa}d 
cbuych, and there pcrfpn^ly to.ei^ecutc the paftoral 
charge committed unto you in th^ f^me. Otherwifc 
wc will you to know for certainty, that if you 
hjLve not a care to do this, wc will wholly take into 
our own hands all the temporal goods and whatfoever 
elfe doth bdong unto the barony of the fame church ; 
which for fpiritual exercife therein it is certain pur 
progenitors ojit pf a godly devption have beftowed 
thefeuppn, And fuch goods and duties which we 
Jatave commanded hitherto to be gathered, and fafely 
kept and turned to the profit and commodity of the 
f^mc church,, the caufe now ceafing, we yrill feize 
upbn and fuffer no longer that he fhall reap temporal 
things, which feareth npt unreverently to withdraw 
j^nd keep back fpiritual things, whereunto by office 
and duty he is bound, or that he Ihall receive any 
profits which refufeth tp undergo and bear the burthen 
pf the fame, 

* Witjicfs the king at Hereford, the ifl: of June, 
in the 48th yespr of our reign/ 

So muf h for the pride and cpvctoufnefs ; I pro- 
peed next to cpnfider whether or np fpme degree of 
the fuperftition and idolatry of Antichift be not alfo 
retained among our profpffed reformers. 

By fuperftition I mes^n ^ ftrenuous adherence to 
feveral of thofe things which were introduced in the 
time of JPopilh darknefs ^nd apqftacy, without any 
authority from Scripture. And by their participating 
of idolatry, I underftand their inordinate and xm-? 
juftifiable veneration pf mere outward flgns, ihadows^K. 
^nd rcprefentations. 

IJ|ider the firft ^ea4 I raok Uie pref?nt Qbferyatiofl 
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pf faints day3 among thofe of the eftabliftimcnt, who 
though they have juftly thrown out the great rabble 
of Romifli faints and fainteffes, yet ftill retain many 
without any authority from Scripture ; the obfervation 
of which is ftili grofsly perverted to the purpofes of 
vice, idlenefs, and the impoveriftiment of families, to 
the no fmall fcandal of the Ghriftian profeflion, which 
fiirely it were now much better to lay afide, even at 
for this very reafon was the celebration of the feafts 
appointed on the days of the deaths of the early 
martyrs, being perverted to excefs and intemperance, 
in procefs of time, laid quite afide.* To the fame 
head I refer their dedications of churches, and con* 
fecr^itions of grounds and houfes. 

II. Though they have in part thrown out the holy 
water, one Jewilh rite, they have thought fit to re- 
tain another, viz. the clerical habits, which have 
been before ihewn to be derived from the Jews, and 
were cftablifhcd in the times of popery, and yet are 
to this day iilfifted on as effential. What is this but 
an evident breach of gofpel liberty, and a relapfe 
into Jewifti bondage, theNewTeftamcnt being entirely 
iilent about thefe things^ ,.^i*' 

III. Though they have indeed moft juftly throwtt 
down the popifh altars as well as images ; yet if wc 
impartially confider the degree of veneration paid by 
them to thofe two outward figns and fhadows com- 
ijionly called the facraments, it feems to fell very 
little ftiort of idolizing them. 

That this may appear, I offer to their confideration, 
I. That there have been raifed more controverfies 
and quarrels (yea fometimes excommunications and 
perfecutions even to bloodftied), on account of thefe 
putfide things, both betwixt Papifts and Proteftants,, 
fUid among Proteftants betwixt themfelves, than 
ISatjers effential to the falvation of the fouls of men, 

• <?»TC*l Primitive Chriftianity, 
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Novr, what are fuch vehement and inordinate con^ 
tcntkms about fuch things, but the genuine produfts 
©f carnal ramds preferring forms, fhadows, and cir- 
cumftances, to the power, fubftance, and cffencc of 
things : to the deftruftion of charity, the badge of 
Chriftian difciplefhip ? 

II. 1 he church of Rome indeed is accufed of 
fegrant idolatry in falling down to worlhip a piece. 
of bread ; and the zeal and indignation of many of 
the firft reformers on this occafion, is very remark- 
able, fome of whom did fnatch the hoft out of the 
prieft's hands and deftroy it, in order to fhew by the 
evidence of fenfe the impotency of this their new- 
made god : a method of reafbning that feems to me 
very juftifiaWe from what I find recorded with marks 
of God's approbation j in the conduft of kingHezekiah, 
in a cafe tnat feems to bear analogy to the prefent ; 
"wz* when the children of Ifrael burnt incenfe to the 
brazen ferpent (though formerly erefted by divine 
appointment), he broke it to pieces, and called it 
by way of contcpipt, Nehuflitan, /. e. a piece of brafs. 
But Xx\ return, 

Ihp eommon fnare to catch the firft reformers, was 
to afk them what they believed of the facrament of 
the ahar, and their ufual anfwer, that it was an idol, 
^edily condemned them to the flames. Now as the 
Reformation had its -beginning in their thus bearing 
ttftimony againft the fuperftitious, inordinate, and ^c- 
rravagant regard paid to potward figns and ihadows; 
i^ ihall k receive its completion, when men, rejefting 
all vain confidence in thefc things, Ihall embrace the 
fqbftancc. 

In the mean time it muft be owned that many of 
the fucceflbrs of the firft reformers, have been fo 
far deficient in this refpeft, or at leaft fo far from 
an harmonious and confiftent^conduft on this occafion, 
as to have given too much grounds for the foUowiiJg 
farcafm of an adverfeiy, viz. 
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* The Papifts have a better plea 
Than you, when they adorc't they lay 
It is no longer bread and wine. 
But changed by the word divine 
Into the body of our Lord, 
And therefore ou^ht to be ador'd/ 

But of the church of England, he fay$ tBus : 

^ Kneeling when they comtnuiiicate. 
Although it is but bread they eat/ 

They do not indeed avow with the Papifts that thft 
bread and wine is a propitiatory facrifice for the living 
an4 dead, and a means to deliver fouls out of puga* 
tory; but yet, when bclides the circumftancc of 
kneeling, enjoined upon pain of a deprivation of 
divers civil as well as religious privileges, it is alfo mad^ 
a viaticum morientium^ or pafsport for dying finners ; 
when (without authority from Scripture) it is dignified 
by the title of a principal feal of the covenant of 
grace; and when we are told that the worthy re- 
ceivers do really and indeed feed on Chrifl crucified^ 
And receive of his fuUnefs, and are hereby made 
partakers of all the benefits of Chrifl's death to thdr 
fpiritual nourilhnient and growth in grace ; I pray^ 
what mighty difference is there between thefe things 
and what the Popifh manual pronounces concerning 
their venerable facrament of the altar, viz* that 
herewith we are nourifhed, clcanfed, fanftified, and 
our ibuls made partakers of all heavenly graces and 
fpiritual benedidions ? Is not all this an abundant 
evidence of an inordinate and fuperftitious regard 
paid hereunto, and fuch as cannot be warranted by 
authority from Scripture ? Is not this (in the words 
of an craioent author*) plainly attributing that to a 

# Plain Accoimt of ^ Sficrament of the Lord's Supper, puUifted i« 
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fingic ceremony, which, according to the conftant 
tenor of the New Teftament, is. due only to an uni- 
verfal, faithful obfervation of the laws of God : and 
I add, to the great damage of the fouls of men, who 
Boay be hereby betrayed into a dangerous and un- 
warrantable confidence in thefe outward things t 
Aod how much all this falls ibort of idolizing the 
outward and vifible fign, I leave to the judicious. 

Let us next fee whether we can entirely acquit 
them of the fame error with regard to water-baptifin. 
I do indeed find that the church of Rome placeth 
infants dying unbs^tized in the upper part of hell ; 
9hd truly the baptifm of infants feems to have been 
the genuine confequence of an opinion of its being 
abfdutely necefiary to falvation, whence their licenfing 
of midwives to baptize children in fome cafes; and they 
affirm that it maketh them children of God, infufeth 
iuftifying grace, and all fupernatural graces and virtues. 
Now though I dare not affirm of feveral Proteftants, 
tjiat they do literally proceed to all thefe lengths^ 
yet when we find that when the child is required to 
anfwer, that by baptifm it was made a child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven ; when 
in the office for the burial of the dead, over all who 
have undergone this operation, whether faints or 
finncrs, thefe words, are pronounced, * Forafinuch 
a^sithath pleafed God of his great mercy to take 
the foul of our dear brother here departed unto hfan- 
felf, we therefore, &c. in fure and certain hope of 
^e refurreftion to eternal life,* &c. But on the 
contrary, if any have not been baptized, he (hall not 
have the honour of this which is called Chriflian 
burial ; in fhort, when unto the ceremony of baptifm 
is peculiarly annexed regeneration, purgation from 
original fin, and a fure and certain hope of a happy 
rcfurreftion, as it feems to be by the letter of the 
Common Prajrer ; it is obvious to remark, that what 
the judicious author above quoted ha$ pbfervcdl con-p 
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teming the Lord's fupper, is aMb juftly applicable to 
thcfe accounts of baptifm (in reality but very Httlc 
fliort of the above mentioned accounts which the 
church of Rome hath been pleafed to give of it), viz. 
that this alfo is plainly attributing that to one finele 
ceremony, which the whole tenor of the New Tefta- 
ment attributes to univerfal holinefs and obedience 
to God's commands, a more effc6hial feal and fign 
undoubtedly of a man's being a child of God, of 
his fins being remitted, and a far better ground for 
a hope of a happy refurreftion ; or in other terms, 
that one baptifm whereof the New Teftament fre- 
quently fpcaks, and particularly in Pet. iii, 2i« 
** The baptifm which now faveth us is not the putting 
away the filth of the flefh, but the anfwer of a good 
confcience towards God, by the refurre6Hon of Jefus 
Chrift.'* And Rom. vi. that baptifin by which we 
** arc buried with Chrift into death, that like as 
Chrift was raifed up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even fo we Ihould walk in ncwncfs of life.'* 

Such a baptifm feems mod fuitable to the fpirituality 
of the new covenant difpenfation, even the fubftance, 
for ever to be magnified above all the *• outward 
walhings and carnal ordinances impofed until the time 
of reformation," Heb. ix. lo. and whereof thefe things 
are no more than a fliadow or reprefentation, although 
fo ftrenuoufly cried up by the minifters of the letter; 
ivWlft all fuch as have not undergone thefe adminiftra- 
tions from their hands have ordinarily been by them 
numbered among infidels ; whereas the others do 
hereupon (if we believe them) inftantly commence 
** children bf God, regenerate and heirs of everlafting , 
life.*' Now how far all thefe things fall (hort of 
idolizing the outward and vifible fign, I muft alfo 
leave. 

I proceed in the next place, to confider the fcnti- 
inicnts and prafticc of the men of the cftablifhment. 
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with regard to the call and qualifications of a Chriftian 
miniftry, and the exercifc of {piritual gifts in the 
church : as another important inftance of their fiUling 
greatly fhort of the primitive pattern. 

It might indeed ieem rafh to affirm that the call 
and qualifications of the miniftry of the eflablifhment 
arc merely human and worldly, feeing in the book 
of Common Prayer, an elTcntial requiute to the con- 
ftitution of a deacon is, that he declare that he 
believes he is inwardly moved of the Holy Ghoft to 
take upon him that office ; and that the biihop in 
the ordination of every pricft fays, ' Receive the 
Holy Ghoft,* whence undoubtedly the firft compilers 
of that book muft have deemed fuch qualificatiott 
cflential to a Chriltian miniftry ; and indeed to fuppoie 
that they who give and receive holy orders at this 
day, do it not fincerely, were to fuppofc them grofo 
prevaricators with God and man. 1 ihall therefore 
foppofe them to be fmcere in what they do ; hat 
then fhall beg leave to alk them, by what authority 
they have, to the utmofl: of their power, limited the 
free and univerfal grace and Spirit of our LorB. Jefus 
Chrift to themfeives, and to fuch only as fhall be 
clothed with certain particular veftments, and have 
(ludied the liberal arts ? 

Such limitations of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
fuch reftraints on the liberty of prophefying, fcem to 
be very remote from the fpirit, temper, and praftice 
of the holy men recorded in the Old and New Tefta- 
ment : for we read of Mofes, (Numbers xi.) that he 
was fo far from fuch a monopolizing difpofition, that 
when news was brought to him thatEldad andMedad 
did prophcfy in the camp, and he was dcfired to 
forbid them, he anfwercd, *^ Envieft thou for my 
feke ? Would God that all the Lord's people were 
prophets, and that he would put his Spirit. upon 
them:'' and Mofes himfelf was a keeper of fheep^ 
Is well as Jacob and David ; Eliiha, a ploughman ; 
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Amos, a herdfman ; Peter and John, fifhermen ; 
MauheWj atoll-gatherer; Paul, a tent-maker; and 
Luke, a phyfician ; and though looked upon as hj 
people by the priefts of thofe ages, yet it pleafed 
God, by the operation of his Spirit, not to be bbunded 
by mortal man, to infpire and make of them prophet^ 
apoftles, and etrangelifts. 

This indeed will be eafily allowed with refpeft to 
thofe former ages, but is pitifully denied to later times; 
whereas according to my fenfe, it was the fame Spirit 
that infpired our firft reformers, even that wifdom 
which is defcribed to be the *^ Breath of the power of 
God, and a pure influence that floweth from the glory of 
tlie Almighty, which entering into holy fouls, makcth 
them friends^ of God and prophets : " (Wifdom of 
Solomon vii. ay.) or in other words, that eternal 
word of which we read in the Firft of John, which 
took flelh in the perfon of Jefus Chrift, who after- 
wai-ds promifed to be with his difciples to the end 
of the world; which can be no otherwife than by 
the fame Word or Spirit ; and accordingly I make 
no difficulty in believing that it was this fame fpiril; 
that aSuated Waldo, the merchant of Lyons above 
mentioned, and his followers, thofe early reformers, 
and particularly (to return to our point) their teachers, 
though fome of them were mechanicks, as weavers 
and coblcrs, which when it was offered as matter of 
reproach to them, they anfwered, that they were 
not afhamed of them becaufe they laboured with their 
hands, according to the example of the apoftles Afls 
XX. 34. 

Such a liberty of prophefying is alfo through the 
goodnefs of God revived and maintained in our days ; 
and though lefs adapted to tickle the ears than fuch 
preachings as come recommended hj the decorations 
of human art, yet herein alfo more conformable to 
the primitive pattern, as well as experienced more 
cffefliual to the edification of the hearers ; (i Cor. ii# 
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4^ 5.) and indeed the purity and fimplicity of the 
dodrines of the gofpel (now through the bicffing of 
God no longer concealed in foreign languages^ But 
obvious and clear to an ordinary capacity) feem 
more Ukely to be preferved aniong meii of clean 
hearts and moderate underftandings, than among 
many of thofe whofe learning, not being fanAified^ 
hath tempted them to corrupt, under a pretence of 
robing it. 

Another inftance of gofpel liberty revived, and 
agreeable to the primitive example, though forbidden 
in the national and moft other churches, is that of 
prophefying (or fpeaking to edification, exhortation, 
and comfort) one by one, that all might learn, and 
all might be comfoned. i Cor. xiv. 3, 31. 

I know it will here be alledged, that prophefying 
or preaching as a gift of the Holy Ghoft, is now 
ceafed, together with other extraordinary operations 
thereof, as the gifts of healing and tongues. But to 
this I anfwer. That, the gift of prophefying (i. e. in 
the fenfe of Paul the apoftle, " Speaking to men to 
edification, exhortation, and comfort,'* i Cor. xiv. 
3, 31.) is not lefs nectary now than in the early 
ages of the church, which cannot with truth be 
affirmed of the gifts of tongues and healing ; tongues, 
by the tcftimony of the fame apoftle, " being for a 
fign not to them that believe, but to them that 
believe Hot (which is applicable to the gift of healing) ; 
but prophefying ferveth not for them that believe 
not, but for them which believe." i.Cof. xiv. 2a. 

And indeed, as I conceive, the only reafon why 
the gift of prophefying in the above-mentioned apofto- 
Kcal fenfe, is not now more diSufed among Chriftians, 
or why fuch is not now experienced to be the ordi^ 
nary operation of the Holy Spirit, is carnality and 
fpiritual idlenefs ; the promife of Chrift to his difci- 
pies, that he would be with them " always even to the 
end of the world,*' and that « where two or three 
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tvei^e gathered in his name, he would be in the midft of 
them," being not confined to the days of the apoftles, 
but gracioufly experienced at this day to be fulfilled ; 
even that he is prefent with them who gather in his 
name ; not as an unaAive, dormant principle, but 
powerful fpirit, enlightening their underftandings, 
warming their hearts, furnifhing them with diverfities 
of gifts, and giving to one the ' Word of wifdom ; to 
another faith ; to one a dbftrine ; to another a reve- 
lation ; to another a pfalm,' &c. i Cor. xii, and xiv* 
to the glory of God and edification of the church, 
which affuredly now as in the primitive times, edifieth 
. itfelf in love; Eph. iv. i6. that fruit of the Spirit, 
that greateft of all Chriftian graces, that love of Chrift, 
which poffefling the heart of Peter, the confequencc 
was to be the feeding his fheep. John xxi. 16. 

And indeed this love of God and the brethren 
(though fupplanted by the love of this world in a 
human, carnal, and apoftatized miniftry, who have 
made a trade of the gofpel, and followed Jefus for 
the loaves and fifties) is all the encouragement and 
fupport fuch a miniftry wants : and as love begets 
love, whatever outward fupport may be needful, 
will be adminiftered freely and voluntarily according 
to the primitive pattern; Luke x. and though fuch. a 
miniftry may not enjoy great riches or revenues, yet 
as thefe are provocatives to luxury, and many other 
evils, this will be no lofs to them as fpiritual men, 
but on the contrary, lefs temptation being adminiftered, 
in refpeft to the cares and pleafures of this life, they 
will be enabled to apply themfclves to the concerns of 
the other with lefs diftraftion, and fhine as living 
examples of piety among the people ; whereas on the 
contrary great riches fettled on the miniftry have evef 
proved incentives to that pride, covetoufnefs, and 
luxury, which has been their difgrace and ruin : agree- 
able to th« obfervation of the difference of the ancient 
from the modern times in this refpeft, viz. that woodca 

Vol. Ill* V D 
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chalices were attended by golden priefts, but golden 
chalices by wooden priefts. 

Having now (hewn that prophefying or preaching 
in the Chriilian church, both was and is a gift of the 
Holy Spirit, I am led to confider more minutely the 
praftice of that and other afts of devotion among the 
profeffed reformers, as falling (hort of the primitive 
precepts and example : and firft as to preaching. 

The apoftle cxprefsly teftifieth " that his fpeech 
and preaching was not with enticing words of man's 
wifdom, but in dcmonftration of the fpirit and of 
power, that their faith fhould not ftand in the wifdcmi 
of men, but in the power of God :*' i Cor. ii. 4, 5. 
and that the knowledge of the things fpiritual where- 
of they fpoke, was not attained unto by natural 
wifdom, but by the revelation of the fpirit, and by 
the fpiritual man only, is the plain tenor of the 
context. 

But the modem preaching is with enticing words 
of man's wifdom; and the knowledge of the things 
whereof the moderns fpeak is acquired by ftudy like 
any other fcicnce, and by the mere naturad man. ' , 

Next, as to praying and finging, the fame apoftle 
faith, ** I will pray with the fpirit— and I will fing 
with the fpirit" — i Cor. xiv. 15. Eph. vi. 18. and 
Jude XX. and elfewhere praying in the fpirit, and in 
the Holy Gho(l is recommended ; and the neceflity 
of the afliftance of the Spirit, as well as the impotence 
of man without it is expreffed in fhefe words, *' the 
Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmities : for we know not 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itfelf 
tnaketh intercefiion for us with groanings tlut cannot 
be uttered.'* Rom. viii. 26. 

Now what is complained of in the cxercifc of 
preaching, praying, and linging, among many of 
the profeffed reformers, is their negleft of this aflift- 
ance, and of that due preparation of heart which is 
oeccflary to the performance of theie duties^ fo as to 
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Tender them acceptable to God or profitable to 
thcmfelves. 

We fee no want of fcrmons, prayers, or fongs, all 
made ready to be uttered at a certain hour appointed j 
but whether thefe be a mere lip-labour, or mechanical 
ciFufion of founds j whether the preacher aft the vain 
orator, preaching himfelf rather than Chrift Jefus, 
whether he afFeft more to tickle the ears than mend 
the hearts of his hearers (who alfo love to have it fo 
according to the prophecy, " heaping unto thcmfelves 
teachers having itching ears*') i Tim. iv. 3. whether 
they either preach, pray, or fing, with the fpirit, 
whether they really pray, or only fay prayers, is very 
h'ttle confiddi-ed. 

It is, however, the want of this confideration that 
is the true reafon of the unfruitfulnefs of the modem 
prayings and preachings, that too frequently appears 
both among Papifts and Proteftants ; and that their 
aifiduity in obferving the fet hours and fcafons of 
prayer, &c. has little or no influence on their lives 
and converfations, but thefe remain for the moft 
part as bad as ever. Men, finding it eafier to facrifice 
in their own wills than obey God's will, have multi- 
plied facrifices without obedience. 

Now that in this \zk it would be both. more ac- 
ceptable to God and more profitable to men to learn 
filence ; yea, what is more, that in the view of 
heaven the facrifices of fuch arc no other than an 
officious and even criminal aftivity, we may learn from 
the following exprcfs declarations of God's will in 
the holy records, viz. " Unto the wicked God faith, 
what haft thou to do to declare my ftatutes, or that 
thou (houldft take my covenant into thy mouth, feeing 
thou hateft inftruftion and cafteft my words behind 
thee?*' Pfalm 1. 16, 17. And again, 

" Reftote me unto the joy of thy falvation, and 
uphold mc with thy free fpirit : then will I tcacU 
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tranfgrcffors thy ways^ and finners ftiall be converted 
unto thee." Pfalm li. 12. 13. Again, 

" Thou defireft not facrifice, elfe I would give it ; 
thou delightcft not in burnt offering : the facrifices of 
God are a broken fpirit : a broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not defpife.'* Pfalm li. 16. 17. 

*' The facrificc of the wicked is an abomination 
to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his 
delight." Prov. xv. 8. 

*' To what purpofe is the multitudes of your fa- 
crifices unto me ? faith the Lord. When you come 
to appear before me, who hath required this at your 
hands, to tread my courts ? Bring no more vain obla- 
tions : incenfe is an abomination unto me ; the new 
moons and fabbaths, the calling of affemblies I cannot 
away with : it is iniquity, even the folemn meeting. 
Wafh ye, make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes, ceafe to do evil, 
learn to do well." Ifaiah i. ri, 12, 13. 16, 17. 

To the fame purpofe is Ifaiah Ixvi. i, 2, 3, 4. 
from all which it is evident, that for wicked men to 
ru(h into the exercifes of preaching and praying 
without previoufly witneffing fome degree of that 
power that changes and cleanfes the heart, is fo far 
from being acceptable to God that it is criminal in 
his light ; or in other terms that in this cafe filence 
is preferable to fpeaking ; and that contrition of fpi- 
rit and trembling at the word of the Lord is far more 
acceptable than the more pompous ftiews of devotion : 
and if the Jews when in captivity in Babylon could 
no longer '' ling the fong of the Lord, but chofe to 
fit down and weep and hang thdr harps on the 
willows," Pfalm cxxxvii. furely the analogy will hold, 
that the like difpofition of mind is moft fuitable alfo 
to fuch whofe fouls are under the captivity of fin : 
and this is one cafe wherein fiJencc is better than 
fpeaking : there is yet another, viz. 

Men whom wc call good, in this (late of probation 
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and purgation, do fometimes, without confcioufnefs 
of any crime, experience withdrawings of that power 
and fpirit which at other times animates their fouls : 
they are left barren and impotent, and it feems very 
confident with Divine wifdom and goodnefs that it 
ihouki be foy viz. in order that, being humbled under 
a fenfe of their own weaknefs, they might depend on 
and feek after God, a way of fpeaking (though much 
out of fafliion among many modern Chriftians, yet 
very frequent in the holy writings.) In the 104th 
Pfalm we have a beautiful defcription of God*s 
power and providence over the animals even of an 
inferior order, of which if it be juftly faid in that 
addrefs to Almighty God, " Thefe all wait on thee 
that thou mayft give them their meat in due feafon : 
thou opened thine hand, and they are filled with 
good : thou fended forth thy fpirit, they are created 
and thou renewed the face of the earth :*' and on 
the other hand, " Thou hided thy face and they are 
troubled/' they mud have a very contra fted idea of 
the Divine providence and goodnefs who could fup- 
pofe that it does not at lead equally operate in the 
world of fpirits and rational fouls of men, as among 
thofe creatures of an inferior order : and the latter 
part of the text feems alfo not lefs applicable to the 
date of the fouls of men in times of languor, impo- 
tence, and defertion, according to thefe fayings of 
the Pfalmid, " Thou didd hide thy face and I was 
iroubled: and O forfake me not utterly,'* Pfalm xxx, 
7. and cxix. 8. 

Now it is exprefsly promifed that " They who 
wait on the Lord fliall renew their drength,'* Ifaiah 
xl. 31. xli. I. and in the following verfe filence is 
enjoined for this purpofe: and Pfalm xlvi, iq. it is 
faid " Be dill and know that I am God/* 

The amufements of fenfible objefts, the didrafting 
cares of this hfe, and the aftivity of our own imagi* 
nations, are undoubtedly great impediments to the 
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operation of the Divine Spirit on our minds, and not 
unfrequcntly drown the voice of that eternal wifdom, 
of which the wife man fpeaks in the 8th of Proverbs, 
and pronounceth that man bleffed who " hearcth it, 
watching, daily at its gates, and waiting at the pofts 
of its doors,'* which furely he is moft likely to do 
who is in a ftate of filence. Is it not therefore juft 
matter of furprife, that waiting upon God in filencc, 
in his worfhip, (hould be treated with fuch contempt 
as it hath even lately been among fome profeffing 
great advancements in religion ? 

This brings me to mention a third cafe, wherein 
filence may fometimes be chofen preferably to fpeak* 
ing, which I ihall exprefs in the words of Barclay, in 
his lith Propofition concerning worfhip, viz, 

* The meeting may be good and refrelhful, though 
from the fitting down to the rifing up thereof, there 
hath not been a word as outwardly fpoken ^ and yet 
the life may have been knowji to abound in each 
particular, and an inward growing up therein and 
thereby, yea fo as words might have been fpoken 
acceptably and from the life : yet there being no ab- 
folute neceffity laid upon any one fo to do, all might 
have chofen rather filently and quietly to poffefs and 
enjoy the Lord in themfelves; which is very fwcct 
and comfortable to the foul, that hath thus learned 
to be gathered from all its own thoughts and work- 
ings, to feel the Lord to bring forth both the will 
and the deed, which many can declare by a bleffed 
experience ; though indeed it cannot but be hard for 
the natural man to receive and believe this doftrine ; 
and therefore it muft be rather by a fenfible experi- 
ence, and by coming to make a proof of it, than by 
arguments j that fuch can be convinced of this thing; 
feeing it is not enough to believe it, if they come not 
alfo to enjoy and poffefs it.' So far -Barclay, who 
moreover obferves that this worfhip of God in fdence, 
though very different from the divers eftablilbcd in* 
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vented worlhips among Chriftians, and focb as may 
fccm ftrange to many, yet hath it been teftificd of 
and praftifed by the mofl pious of ail forts in all ages, 
even among fome of thofc that were othcrwife over- 
clouded with the darkncfs of popery, and particularly 
by the myftical writers, a feft generally eftecmed by 
ally and fo called from their profcfEng and pra&ifing 
thereof, whofe books are fall of the explanation and 
commendation of this fort of worfliip, where they 
plentifully affert the inward introverfion and abfbac- 
tion of the mind, as they call it, from all images and 
thoughts, and the prayer of the will ; yea they look 
upon this as the heighth of ChrifHan * perfedion* 

To the above inftance let me add an account of a 
certain people, called a feft prevailing very much 
among the Proteftants of Germany and thofe of 
Switzerland, who call thcmfelvcs Pietifts, which has 
been left us by a very learned writer in his travels 
to Italy,f of whom though he be no admirer, nor 
iiKieed reconunends their practice as an example 
worthy to be followed, yet as his naked narration of 
matter of faft feems well worthy of notice, and to be 
pertinent to my prefcnt purpofe of fhewing that not 
only the defpifed people called Quakers, but many 
others, of different ages and countries, have alfo 
both recommended and praftifed this worfliip of 
Almighty God in iilence, I ihall here fubjoin it, 
viz. 

' They pretend to great refinements, as to what 
regards the prafticc of Chriftianity, and to obfcrve 
the following rules : to retire much from the conver- 
fation of the world : to fink themfelves into an entire 
repofe and tranquillity of mind. In this ftate of 
filcnce to attend the fonrct illapfe and Sowings in of 
the Holy Spirit, that may fill their minds widi peace 

f Se« Barcl«y*f Apology, Prtp. «. V*ca. i6. 
f Addifoiu 
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and confolation, joy&, or raptures: to favour all his 
fccret intimations, and give themfelves up eijtirely to 
his conduft and direftion, fo as neither to fpeak, 
move or aft, but as they find his impulfe on their 
ibuls : to retrench themfelves within the convenien- 
cies and nece^ties of lifei — to avoid as much as 
poffible what the world calls innocent pleafures, left 
thcy^ Ihould have their affeftions tainted by any fen- 
fuaiity, and diverted from the love of him v^ho is to 
be the only comfon, repofe, and delight, of their 
whole beings/' • 

I fhall conclude my recommendation of filent 
worfhip, by: giving one particular example more of 
it, (in another country aJfo) and of its good effefts, 
viz. , ' . > . 

The lady Guion in France, a great promoter of 
piety and viirtue, and who was inftrumental to the 
converfion of multitudes of the inferior fort of people, 
and fome others in the fouthem parts of France, to 
si more religious and Chriftian-like way of living, and 
who in her writings taught and recommended, above 
all things, the knowledge of pure and divine love 
(whofe doftrine the famous archbifhop of Cambray 
defended, and was thereupon exiled); I fay, this lady 
being permitted to inftruft the young women of the 
houfe or college of St. Cyr, in the ways of piety, 
inftead of repeating a number of prayers by rote, as 
they had been taught, put them upon filent prayer 
and inward recolleftion of mind and thought, by 
which they might fee their own conditions, and what 
they ftood in need of, in order to make them acceptr 
able to God; and indeed, the good effefts of thi$ 
praftice appeared in a fignal manner, in fetting them 
at liberty from the captivity of their darling lufts ; for 
whereas fome of thefe had been working the rujn of 
their families by their gaming, and the expenfivenef$ 
of their apparel, thefe now having their hearts dii. 
jrefted ;p the Ipv? of morp amiable objje^s, were 
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brought oiF from the inordinate love of themfelfcg 
and decking their bodies, and from aflFe&ations of 
new fafliions and modes of drefs, and from mifpend-i 
icg their time at cards, dice, and other diverfions too 
common among perfons of high rank and quality.'* 

So much may fuffice concerning the worfliip of 
Almighty God : it feems next to be of no fmall im- 
portance, to confider the exercife of Chriftian difci- 
pline in the church, or rather the relaxation or lofs 
thereof, among the men of the eftabliftiment, as an- 
other cffential defeft in the reformation. 

"With refpeft to the celebration of marriage, I 
have already hinted how much the rights of parents 
are daily violated, and the peace and religious eco- 
nomy of families deftroyed ; and with regard to the 
morals of both clergy and laity, is there not aa 
almoft univerfal.negleft? What difcipline, for inftancc, 
is exercifed in the church on fraudulent dealers, and 
bankrupts, drunkards, whoremongers, fwearer?, and 
litigious perfons ? Are not fuch often entertained in 
the body of the church without either expulfion or 
admonition ? 

But what need I dwell on this matter ? The church 
of England in her liturgy exprefsly acknowledgeth 
this lofs of Chriftian difcipline, but contents herfelf 
with wifhing for its reftoration ; and in the mean- 
time prononuncing the comminations, on the day 
called Afli-Wednefday, without a direft application to 
the offending individual: which how well it quadrates 
with the apoftolical precept in i Cor. v. on fuch 
occalions, as well as Chriftian zeal and prudence, I 
offer to their confideration ; and haften to the mention 
of two more inflances of a deficiency in the reforma- 
tion, and thofe are fighting and fwearing among pro- 
feffed Chriftians, and which I am apt to think few 
will difpute with me, but that they fliall ceafe when 

*Aj^oIogetic Pf 9fa{;e to Archbiihop of Cambray*s PkTeitfttioa on {>ure Love* 
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the prophecy, that the *' kingdoms of this world fhall 
become the kingdoms of the Lord and his Chrift/* 
Rev. xi. 1 5. fliall be accomplifhed. 

In the mean-time, * it will fcarcely be denied that 
becaufe of oaths the land mourns ; nor that * it is a 
fliameful thing and very diflionourable to the Chrif- 
lian religion, that thofe, who pretend themfelves to 
be the true followers of Chrift, Ihould fo degenerate 
from his dofh-ine and example, as to want and ufe 
fearing affeverations (not known even to ancient Jews 
and heathens) to afcertain one another of their faith 
and truth, that religion muft have fuffered a great 
ebb, and Chriftianity a fearful cclipfe, fince thofe 
brighter ages of its profeffion ; for bifhop Gauden in 
his treatife of oaths confeffes that the ancient Chrif- 
lians were fo ftrift and exaft, that there was no need 
of an oath among them ; and furely, the prohibition 
of Chrift in the 5th of Matthew, comprehends not 
cmly thdc called profane oaths, but others ; and when 
it is added, whatfoever is more than yea, yea, and 
nay, nay, cometh of evil, this is applicable alfo to 
affeverations made before the magiftrate 5 for diftruft 
and diiEmulation are the grounds of going beyond a 
fimple affirmation or negation in both cafes.* Noble 
therefore and confillent both with this and the fpirit 
of the ancient Chriftians feems to have been the fol- 
lowing teftimony of the people called Quakers,* viz. 

* God hath taught us to fpeak truth as readily with- 
out an oath as with an oath, fo that for us to fwear 
were to take God's holy name in vain.* ^ 

And that feveral of the ancient fathers did hold all 
taking of an oath unlawful, is acknowledged by Cave 
in his Primitive Chriftianity — ^Polycarp particularly 
refufed to fwear becaufe he was a Chriftian : and wc 
are affured, as a thing well known, that * the ancient 

* Treatife of Oaths puhllihecl in behalf of the people called Quakers^ 

A. D. 167J. ^ 
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fathers of the firft three hundred years aft^r Chrift, 
underftood the words of Chrift to be a prohibition* 
of all forts of oaths** And one of the popes of the 
fifth or fixth century, is faid to have been the firft 
author of the inftitution of fwearing by the gofpel, fo 
that the prefent eftabiifliraent of oaths, among Chrif- 
tians, ftiould feem to deferve a place among other 
innovations and corruptions of popery. 

Next, as to fighting ; there are two exprefs pro* 
phefies, viz. of the fame event, uttered in the feme 
words by two different prophets, the completion of 
which we are furcly to expeft in thefe gofpel times, 
viz. 

" Nation Ihall not lift up fword againft nation, 
neither (hall they learn war any more :* Ifa. ii. 4. and 
Micah iv. 3. Which prophcfies the ancient fathers 
of the firft three hundred years after Chrift did aflirm 
to be fulfilled in the Chriftians of their times who 
were moft averfe from war. Agreeable to this arc 
the words of the Chriftians in Juftin Martyr, viz. 
* We fight not with ovir enemies,' and the anfwer c£ 
Martin to Julian the apoftate related by Sulpicius 
Severus, * I am a foldier of Chrift, therefore I can- 
not fight,* which was three hundred years after 
Chrift. f And as the true caufes of wars and fight- 
ings according to the appftle, (James iv. i.) are the 
lufts of men, an obvious confequence is, that when 
thefe (hall be fubdued and mortified, wars, their 
cffeft, ftiall ceafe. 

It feems to be ftrongly hinted, even in the Old 
Teftament, that there is fomething of a defiling nature 
in the fpilling of human blood ; for this is alleged 
under Divine fanftion, as a reafon why David was a 
perfon unfit to build the houfe of the Lord ; for we 
read that the word of the Lord caihe to David, faying, 
^^ Thou (halt not build an houfe unto my name, be- 

♦ BarcUy'f Apology, Pr^p. X5. t ^^^* 
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caufe thou haft flied much blood upon the earth in 
my fight.^ I Chron. xxii. 8. 

The fame fentiment, concerning fpilling of blood, 
fcems alfo to have been entertained even among the 
heathens ; for whereas divers of the fathers held 
fighting unlawful to Chriftians, particularly Juftin 
Martyr, TcrtuHian and Origen ; the laft of thefe in 
his anfwer to Celfus upon this fubjeft, fpeaks thus, 

* Your own priefts and thofe who belong to your 
temples, keep their hands from being defiled with 
blood, by reafon of the facrifices they muft offer, with 
Bnbloody and unpollme<i hands, to thofe you efteem 
your gods ; and when ye go to war, ye never take of 
the prieftly order for foldiers.* ' 

If then ye heathens faw thus far, furely we t>y the 
help of gofpel-light (hould fee farther : for my part I 
do not fee how the method of determining contro- 
verfies by fighting is reconcileable to reafon ; for 
furely the righteous caufe is not always a neceffary 
concomitant of the longeft fword ; and much lefs do I 
fee how the reparation of injuries received is, by this 
inethod,reconcilcable to the foUowingfublime precepts, 
recommended to the praftice of all Chriftians, viz. 

* See that none render evil for evil to any man, and 
overcome evil with good, and love your enemies, 
blefs them that curfe you, &c. that ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven.* i Theff, 
V. 15. Rom. xii. 21. Mat. v. 44, 45. 

From all which I conclude, that wars and fightings 
are an effeft of the corruption of mankind, another 
ftrong inftance of the deficiency of the reformation, 
and ihall entirely ceafe among Chriftians, when they 
fball arrive at that ftandard of purity and perfeftion 
which is prefcribed to them in the gofpel. 

I have now but one thing more to take notice of, 
before I conclude this my introduftion to the Hiftory 
of the People called Quakers, and that is the difpofi- 
lion of the age at that juncture of time, when this 
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people made their firft appearance in the world, as 
being one confiderable co-operating means of making 
way for the reception of their doftrincs. 

* The true church,' in the words * of William Pcnn, 
* having fled into the wildernefs, did at length make 
many attempts to return, but the waters had yet been 
too high and her way blocked up, and the laft age 
did make confiderable advances to a reformation 
both as to doflrine, worfhip, and praftice. But 
praftice quickly failed, for in a little time wickcdnefe 
flowed in as well among the reformers as thofc they 
reformed from, fo that by the fruits of convcrfation 
they were not to be diftinguifhed. And the children 
of the reformers, if not the reformers themfclves, be- 
took themfelves very early to earthly policy aad 
power to uphold and carry on their reformation that 
had begun by fpiritual weapons, which feems to have 
been one of the greateft reafons why the reformation 
made no better progrefs, as to the lifp and foul of 
religion. For whilft the reformers were lowly and 
fpiritually minded, and trufted in God, and looked 
to him, and lived in his fear, and confulted not with 
flefli and blood, nor fought deliverance in their own 
way, there were daily added to the church fuch as 
one might reafonably fay fliould be faved : for they 
were not fo careful to be fafe from perfecution, as to 
be faithful and inofFenfive under it, being more con- 
cerned to fpread the Truth by their faith and patience 
in tribulation, than to get the worldly power out of 
their hands that inflifted thofe fufferiugs upon them* • 

' Thofe before mentioned, owned the fpirit, infpi- 
ration and revelation indeed, and grounded their 
reparation and reformation upon the fenfe and under- 
ftanding they received from it in reading the Scrip- 
tures. But yet there was too much of human inven* 
tion, tradition and art that remained both in praying 

* Rife and Progrcft of the People called Quakew. , 
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and preaching, and of worldly authority and worldly ^ 
grcatncfs in their minifters. — ^They were more ftrift 
in preaching, devout in praying, and zealous for 
keeping the Lord's day, and catechizing of children 
and fervants, and repeating at home in their families 
what they had heard in publiek. But even as thefe 
grew into power, they were not only for whipping 
fome out, but others into the temple :* and they ap- 
peared rigid in their fpirits, rather than feverc in 
their lives, and more for a party than for piety : 
which brought forth another people, that were yet 
more retired and feleft. 

* They would not communicate at large, or in 
common with others; but formed churches among 
thcmfelves of fuch as could give fome account of 
their converfion ; at leaft, of very promifing experi- 
ences of the work of God's grace upon their hearts; 
and under mutual agreements and covenants of fel- 
lowfhip, they kept together. Thefc people were 
fomewhat of a fofter temper, and feemed to recom- 
mend religion by the charms of its love, mercy, and 
goodncfs, rather than by the terrors of its judgments 
and punilhment ; by which the former party would 
have awed people into religibn. 

* They alfo allowed greater liberty to prophecy 
than thofc before them ; for they admitted any 
member to fpeak or pray, as well as their paftor, 
whom they always chofe, and not the civil magiftrate. 
K fuch found any thing preffing upon them to either 
duty, even without the diftinftion of clergy or laity, 

I)crlons of any trade had their liberty, be it never fo 
ow and mechanical. But alas ! even thefe people 
fuffered great lofs : for tailing of worldly empire, 
and the favour of princes, and the gain that enfued, 
they degenerated but too much. For though they 
had cried down national churches and miniftry, and 
maintenance too ; fome of them, when it was their 
own turn to be tried, fell under the weight of worldly 
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honour and advantage, got into profitable parfonages 
too much, and outlived and contradjfted their owa 
principles : and, which was yet worfe, turned, fomc 
of them, abfolute perfecutors of other men for God's 
fake, that but fo lately came themfelvcs out of the 
furnace : which drove many a ftep farther, and that 
was into the water; another baptifm, as believing 
they were not fcripturally baptized ; and hoping to 
find that prefence and power of God in fubmitung 
to this watery ordinance, which they defired and 
wanted. 

* Thefe people made alfo profeiEon of neglcfting, 
if not renouncing and cenfuring, not only the necd"- 
fity but ufe of all human learning as to the miniftry ; 
and all other qualifications to it, befides the hdps 
and gift§ of the Spirit of God, and thofc natural 
and common to men. And for a time they feemed 
like John of old, a burning and a fhining light to 
other focieties. 

* They were . very diligent, plain, and ferious ; 
ftrong in Scripture, and bold in profeffion ; bearing 
much reproach and contradiftion. But that which 
others fell by, proved their fnare. For worldly 
power fpoiled them too ; who had enough of it to 
try them what they would do if they had more : and 
ihey refted alfo too much upon their watery difpen- 
fatioD, inftead of paffing on more fully to that of the 
fire and Holy Ghofl, which was his baptifm, who 
came with a fan in his hand, that he might throughly 
(and not in part only) purge his floor, and take away 
the drofs and the tin of his people, and make a man 
finer than gold. Withal, they grew high, rough, 
and felf-righteous ; oppofmg further attainment : jcoo 
much forgetting the day of their infancy and little- 
nefs, which gave them fomething of a real beauty ; 
infomuch that ma6y left them and all vifible churches 
and focieties, and wandered up and down, as (heep 
without a Ihepherd, and as dovesi without their 
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mates; fccking their beloved, but could not find him 
(as their fouls defired to know him) whom their foul 
loved above their chiefeft joy. 

• Thefe people were called Seekers by fome, and 
the Family of Love by others : becaufe, as they came 
to the knowledge of one another, they fometimes 
met together, not formally, to pray or preach at ap- 
pointed times or places^ in their own wills, as in 
times pad they were accuftomed to do ; but waited 
together in filence, and as any thing rofe, in any one 
of their minds, that they thought favoured of a Di- 
vine fpring, they fometimes fpoke. Bur, fo it was, 
that fome of them not keeping in humility and in the 
fear of God, after the abundance of revelation, were 
exalted above meafure ; and for want of ftaying their 
minds, in an humble dependance upon him that 
opened their underftandings, to fee great things in 
his law, they ran out in their .own imaginations, and 
mixing them with thofe Divine openings, brought 
forth a monftrous birth^ to the fcandal of thofe that 
feared God, and waited daily in the temple, not made 
with hands, for the confolation of Ifrael, the Jew in- 
ward, and circumcifion in Spirit. 

Thus it appears that the fields were now ripe unto 
the harveft ; and as the fame author proceeds, * It 
was about that very time, as you may fee in the annals 
of George Fox, that the eternal, wife, and good 
God was pleafed, in his infinite love to honour and 
vifit this benighted and bewildered nation with his 
glorious day-fpring from on high ; yea with a moft fure 
and certain found of the word of light and life, through 
the teflimony of a chofen veffel,* to an cflFe&ual and 

* /. e» George Fox, whofc charader is thus given v» by WHliam Pcnn and 
Thomas EUwood, from an intimate acqutuntance and cooverXation with 
him, viz. * He was the firfl and chief elder in this age; a man though not 
of elegant fpeech or learned after the way of this world, yet endued with a 
wonderful depth in Divine knowledge ; and although his expreffions might 
iieem uncouth and unfafliionable to nice ears, his matter was ncvcrthcleft 
very profound ; and as abruptly and brokenly as fometimes his fentencet 
about Divine things would ieem to fall from him> it is well known they 
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bleffed purpofe, can many thoufands lay. Glory be to 
the name of the Lord for ever. 

' For as it reached the confcience, and broke the 
heart, and brought many to a fenfe and fearch, fa 
that which people had been vainly feeking without, 
with much pains and coft, they by this .miniftry, 
found within, where it was they wanted what they 
fought for, viz. the right way to peace with God. 
For- they were direfted to the light of Jefus Chrifl 
within them, as the feed and leaven of the kingdom 
of God; near all, becaufe in all, and God's talent to 
all : a faithful and true witnefs, and jufl monitor in 
every bofom : the gift and grace of God to life and 
falvation, that appears to all, though few regard it. 

were as texts to many fairer declarations: and indeed this Ihewed that God 
fent him, that no art or parts had any fhare in the matter or manner of his 
miniftry, and that fo many great and excellent truths, as he came forth to 
preach to mankind, had nothing of man's wit or wifdom to recommend 
thefii; nor were thofe truths notional or fpeculative, hut fenfible and 
pradical, tending to converfion and regeneration, and the fetting up the 
kingdom of God in the hearts of men. 

He was a dilcerner of other men's fpirits, and very much a matter of hit 
own : he had an extraordinary gift in opening the Scriptures ; hut above 
all, he excelled in prayer : the inward^efs and weight of his fpirit, the 
reverence and folemnity of his addrefs and behaviour, and the fcwnefs and 
fullnefs of his words have often ftruck even ftrangcrs with admiration, a^ 
they ufed to reach others with confolation. 

He was an inceffant labourer both in dodrine and in difcipline, the care 
of the churches being much upon him; and as he was unwearied, fo he was 
undaunted in his fcrvices for God and his people, being no more to be moved 
to fear than to wrath. 

He fuffered abundantly, not only from ftrangcrs, but from fomc of the 
fame profcflion, and (which was not the leaft part of his honour) he was 
the common butt of the envy of all apoftates, whofe good notwithftandin^ 
he earneftly ibught. 

He held his phce in the church of God with great meeknefs and a moil 
engaging humility and moderation, being on all occafions (like his blelfed 
Matter,) a fervant to all, exercifmg no authority but over evil, and that 
every where and in all, but with love, compaffion, and long fuffering. 

He was found in judgment, able and ready in giving,^ difereet in keeping, 
counfel ; of an innocent life, no bufy-body, nor felf-feeker, not touchy nor 
critical ; very tender and compaflionate to all under afflidion ; a moft mer- 
ciful man, as ready to forgive as unapt to take or give 'offence ; very civil, 
beyond all forms of breeding, in his behaviour; very temperate, eating little, 
and fleepine lefs. 

Thus ne lived and fojdumed among us, and as he lived, fo he died ; and 
in his latt moments was fo full of atturance that he triumphed over death.* 

*See Penn's Rife v4 Vtofptb, &c. and ^Iwood't Teftin)pny of George. fox ^ef|j(e4 1« 
bis Jottf naL 
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This, the traditional Chriftian, conceited of himfelf, 
and ftrong in his own will and rigbteoufnefs, and 
overcome with blind zeal and paiEon, either ddpifed 
as a low and common thing, or oppofed as a novelty, 
under many hard names, and opprobrious terms ; dc* 
nying in his ignorant and angry mind, any frefh 
manifeftation of God's power and fpirit in man, ia 
thefe days, though never more needed to make true 
Chriftians : not unlike thofc Jews of old, that rejec- 
ted the Son of God, at the very fame time that they 
blindly profeffed to wait for the Meffiah to cc»ne; 
becai^ie, alas, he appeared not among them according 
to their carnal mind and expeftation/ 

And as it was one great and principal diflinguilhing 
bufinefs of the people called Quakers (at a time of 
fuch high profeffion as that was, when they made 
their firft appearance in the world) to call men off 
from an acquiefcencc in the mere hiftory and letter 
of the Scripture, without experiencing the fpirit' and 
inyftery thereof; or in other terms, to (hake hypo^ 
critical profcffors, in their vain confidence in the mere 
belief of what Chrifl did without, them in refpeft to 
his life, doArines, miracles, and fufferings (matters 
of faith, undoubtedly of great importance, and necef- 
fary to be affented to, and moft gratefully acknow- 
ledged, but without a further work fo far from being 
efFeftual to falvation, that doubtlefs the revelation of 
thefe truths will aggravate the condemnation of the 
impenitent), and to awaken their attention to the in- 
ward appearance of the fame Chrift in their own 
Jiearts ; to republilh to the world faith in Chrift, not 
only as fitting in power and great glory at the right 
hand of the Majefty in heaven, according to the 
teftimony of holy writ, but alfo as the light of tlie 
world according to the fame teftimony, and that men 
«« fliould believe in the light that they might be the 
children of the light,'* John xii. 36. according to the 
pre(:ept of Chrift j and that there is ^ divine efficacy 
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in thh light t(y niake men fons of God, aceordmg^ t9 
the firft chapter of Johii the Evawgclifl : ik>w I fiiy, 
as this was the dtftingnifUsg tcftimony of the people 
called (Quakers, fo there arc not wholly wanting 
among fomc of the writers of thofe times inftances of 
a concurrence herewith, h fliail fafEcc for this wir- 
pofc to tranfcribey a fmgle inftance, being a ihori 
cxtraft from two fcrroons preached at AUhallows i* 
Lombard-flxcet in the year 1654, by John Wcbftei^, 
viz. 

^ It is not holding forth the higheft profeffioo of 
Chrift, in the letter, that makes us free, e:!Kcept 
Cbrift come into the heart and make us free ind^cdl 
The chief thing that every feul is to mind, in readiog 
and hearing, is to examine whether the &{ne thtng^ 
he wrought m them. Whatever we find in the lettof, 
if it be not made good in us what are tjie words to 
lis ? We muft fee how Chrift is crucified and buried 
in us, and how he is rifen and raifed from death ia 
tis ; the chief thmg I hy is to look into our own 
breafts. AH generally that hdd fbrtli a profefidon of 
Chrift, they fay in words, that Chrift is the deliverer, 
but that is not the thing ; is he a deliverer to thee ? 
ts that glorious Mej£ah promifed and the deliverer 
with power, come into thy foul? hath he exalted 
himfclf there ? hath he made bare his arm and been 
a glorious conqueror in thee ? hath he taken to him- 
felf his great power to reign in thee ? is he King of 
kings and Lord of lords in thee ? Whatever thou 
talkeft of Chrift and his miracles, if thou haft no wit- 
nefs, no evidence of the truth of them in thine own 
heart, what is all that ever he did, and what is all 
that ever he fuffered to thee ? It may be thou mayeft 
have a notion and opinion of the things of God, and 
thou haft them by hiftory and by relation, or education, 
or example, or cuftom, or by tradition, or becaufe 
moft men have received them for truths : but if thou 
baft no evidence of his mighty miracles and God-like 
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power In thy own foul, how canft thou be a witnefs 
thit they are the things that thou haft feen and 
heard ? for all thofc outward things are but fhadows 
and reprefentations, figures and patterns of the hea- 
venly things themfelves. Thou mayeft have a ftrong 
opinion, but no experience of them, viz. that Chrift 
hath freed and delivered thy foul.— Haft thou really 
feen thyfelf in captivity, deaf, dumb, blind, and lame? 
Oh that men were but come to this condition, to be 
feniible of their mifery! Oh then what mourning, 
what hanging of their harps upon the willows, and 
fitting by the rivers of Babylon, and crying out, how 
fliall we fing the Lord's fong in a ftrangc land ? Till 
they have deliverance they cannot but mourn, and 
who can deliver them, but the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah ? To fuch a foul only Chrift is precious : others 
may talk of him and make a great profeiEon of him, 
but they cannot love him till he be Immanuel and 
Saviour in them. Forms and ordinances cannot be . 
the reft of a Chriftian, becaufe they may be ufed and 
lived in, and admired and prized, whilft thofe that ufe 
them may be carried away with divers lufts. Thus 
may not one be dipt and receive water-baptifm and 
yet be a forcerer ? Was not Simon Magus fo ? May 
not one be at breaking of bread with Chrift, and yet 
be a devil ? Yes, for fo was Judas.' So far Webfter. 
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r. npHE Reader, is defircd to cxcufe the divcrfity of ftyfe that 
^ occurs in different parts of this work ; for which it is 
hoped the foUowing reafons will fufficiently apologize, tft. The 
*fbreeoing part of the Hiftory to the year 1 700, having been com- 
piled for the moil part by the perfon mentioned in the tit]e>page« 
it was deemed mod expedient to publiih it in his own words ; and 
2dly, in order that the genuine fenfe of the authors, of divers 
narrations and epiftles, might be faithfully conveyed to poilerity, 
their own words are alfo retained in their native fimplicity. 

II. Order of time, with refpe^l to the accounts of the convince* 
ment and (ervices of many eminent miniftejs and elders, hath not 
been always obferved, becaufe of the compiler's defign to place 
thefe things together in one view, with the teftimonies, or charaders 
given of diem at their deceafe, where this could be conveniently 
done. 

III. It is but ddng juftice to many other worthy miniflers and 
elders, of whom nothing in particular is related in the fdlowing 
Hiftory, to acknowledge that their memoirs are as honourable as 
thofe of whom particular accounts have been given, and their 
fervicts oftentimes were as great, although partly through the 
great modefty of the perfons concerned, and partly through thp- 
negleft of others, no record was preferved of them. 
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CHAPTER !• 



Ftom the firfi appearance of this People in Ireland ^ to 
the fettlement of cburcb-difcipline among them in the 
year 1669 ; wherein is given an account of the firfl 
mini/iring Friends who vijited Ireland^ and their 
labours in the gofpel; (and particularly of William 
Edvmndfon); of the ftcfferings and hardjhips they 
underwent ; the effects of their labours in the con- 
vincement of many; and the fr/i fettlement ofparticU'- 
lor meetings y and of provincial^ monthly arid national 
meetings. 

It feemed good to a half year's meeting aflcmblcd 
in Dublin, in the Third month .1700, that a faithfiil 
narrative fhould be preferved and tranfmitted to future 
generations, of what great things the Lord had done 
for a people within the compafs of forty-five years 
then paft, and not out of the memory of fome elders 
then living. Accordingly fuch a narrative was by 
their advice compiled, being coUefted from divers 
authentick papers and certificates, from whence the 
following account was drawn by Thomas Wight, of 
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Cork, a worthy elder, whofe charafter is given in due 
courfe of time in the following hiftory. ' 

It is true, William Sewel did, in the year 1722, 
publifti a genera} hiftory of this people, who (in his 
own words) * began to take heed to a divine convic- 
tion in the confcience, and preached unto others the 
doftrine of an inward light wherewith Chrift had en- 
lightened man, and in the latter end of the time of 
king Charles I. began to increafe in number, and be- 
cajie a feparate fociety among men, diftinguifced by 
the fcomful appellation of Quakers,* for an account 
of whofe panicular doftrines the reader is referred 
to Barclay's Apology. 

The prefent undertaking may therefore perhaps be 
prejudged by fome as fuperfluous: neverthelcfs, as 
divers occurrences have happened .peculiar to Ire- 
land, both before the year 1700 when the aforefaid 
Thomas Wight finifhed his account, and through a 
ferics of years to the prefent time, and fuch as feemed 
worthy of obfervation as matters of inftrufliion and 
edification, the colle6tions of Thomas Wight have 
been revifed ajid improved by fome important ad- 
ditions, particularly of feveral epiftles, teftimonies, 
or charafters, of divers eminent minifters and elders, 
together with a minute and faithful account of their 
fpiritual experiences, and of the various fteps which 
the divine wifdom led them through, in their purfuit 
of everlafting happinefs, taken from their own writ- 
»ixigs, and fome other matters of faft, tending to give 
. unto thofe of the prefent age a true idea of the fpirit 
'and difpofition of their predeceffors, and of the pre- 
fent fpiritual fituation of the fociety, with which view 
the hiftory is continued down to the prefent time : 
and moreover, as neither Sewel nor any author I am 
acquainted with, hath, as yet, given fuch a minute 
arid circumftantial account of the Chriflian difcipline 
exercifed among thjs people as either the fubjcft, or 
its importance and u&fulnefs feem to demand. 
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William Edmundfoni born at Little Mufgrove in 
Weftmoreland, in the year 1627, having received 
Truth in the love of it, and obtained mercy of the 
Lord to be faithful, was made inftrumental for gather- 
ing and convincing fome (by declaring what God had 
done for his foul) before any other miniftring friends 
came out of England in the meflage of the gofpel, of 
whom as alfo of his own inward excrcifes, trials and 
fufferings, he kept an account in writing, which wc 
fhall therefore in the firft place fvibjoin with his own 
words, vih 

' It pleafed the Lord in my youthful days to bring 
me often to a confideration of my foul's happinefs, 
and when I was in the array in Scotland under Oliver 
Cromwell, matters relating to my falvation came more 
clofe upon me ; for the Lord was vifiting me, and 
ftriving with me both in judgments and mercies. In 
the year 165 1, 1 came out ot Scotland into England, 
and being in Derby/hire where the name of a people 
called Quakers was much talked of, and one George 
Fox to be the ring-leader of them ; various reports 
went abroad concerning them, fome for good, and 
many for evil ; but my heart was drawn toward^ 
them for good. 

' Now about this time I married and left the army, 
and was about to fettle in Dcrbyfliire : in the interim 
my brother John Edmundfon being then a foldier in 
Ireland, came over into England to vifit his relations, 
and perfaaded me to go and live in Ireland : my wife 
being wiUmg, we prepared for it, and taking with us 
one fervant, fome neccflaries, and merchants' goods, 
we landed in Dublin, where I was (Irongly impor- 
tuned to fettle ; trading being then very briflc, and 
houfes upon eafy terms, it being not long after the 
plague ; but I was prevented by a fecret hand that I 
did not then know, which preferved me from the de* 
ceitftilnefs of riches ; with which, if I had given way 
to this temptation, I had according to all probability. 
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been laden as with thick clay, and thereby been hb* 
dcred from the Lord's fervice, as fomc others are- 

* So from Dublin we went into the North, and 
took a honfe in Antrim, and my brother lived with 
us, for the troop he belonged to, quartered in and 
about that place : I foon fold off my goods and went 
for England to buy more; and going into the North, 
underftanding George Fox and James Naylor (of 
whom I had iieard) were come into thofe parts, I was 
glad of that opportunity, and went to a ^cc where 
was James Naylor, who fpoke of the things of God's 
kingdom, and work of regeneration ; and though his 
words were not many, they were powerful, and 
ireached God's witnefs in me, that had long ftrove 
with me, and my heart being then opened, as the 
Lord opened the heart of Lydia, I knew it to be the 
truth, and received it in the love of it ; for I had 
longed after it, and was ready for the Lord's harveft. 
Things appeared fo plain, and concurred with fo many 
Scriptures, which were brought to my remembrance, 
that I thought all that heard it declared> muft needs 
confefs it was the very truth. In a very few days 
the Lord's power mightily feized on me, and hedged 
up my former way, and I was under great exercife of 
fpirit on many accounts ; fo when I had done my 
bufmefs in England, I intended by God's permiffion 
again for Ireland, bound to Carrickfergus, or near 
it, and at fe'a the Lord's hand was heavy on me> and 
great wreftlings and conflifts of fpirit I had ; under 
which exercifes I landed at Carrickfergus; it was 
fomething late in the afternoon, yet I rode twelve 
miles to Antrim, where my wife and aforefaid 
brother were. He meeting me at the door appeared 
with his ufual falutation, but the Lord's power fo 
feized on me that I could not join in it, and I was 
'broken into many tears. We went in, and fat down, 
and I was mightily exercifed under the fcnfe of the 
Lord's power, whkh begat in me a true godly forrow. 
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but mixed with comfort in his tender mercies. My 
wife and brother fat quiet, with no fmall admiration 
at the change; (this was in the year 1653.) Now 
I came to the entry of my goods which was no fmall 
cxcrcifc to get through, becaufe at the cuftom-houfe 
am oath would be required, and when they required 
it of me, I told them I could not fwear ; for Chrifl: 
had forbidden it. This was a ftrangc thing to them, 
not having met with the like before ; my deportment, 
and %cech in iifing the words Thee and Thou to 
ihcm, and not putting oflFrav hat was rery offenfive ; 
but the Lord ftrengthened me, and my mind was 
towards him, which enabled mc to ftand in the crofs, 
amd defpifc the fliame, and fo according to my fmall 
meafurc, I flood in my teftimony for his truth, by 
which I got through that exercife, and received my 
goods and came home. By this time great difcourfes 
were about the Quakers ; and I was yet under great 
exercife of fpirit, the Lord's hand being mighty 
upon me in his judgments, yet, as I faid before, 
mixed with his mercies, and my pain and trouble in- 
creafcd as a woman's in travail bringing forth her 
firft-bom; and in the night fcafon I wiflied for 
morning, and when the morning came, my travail 
and hard labour ccafed not, and then I wifhed for 
night again, that my bed might give me cafe ; thus 
was I like one toffed, and affliftc(i in this fpiritual 
warfare, wherein I could find none that could fpcak 
a word of comfort, that had trod in this ftrait path* 
Many profeifors came to jangle and contend, and 
fpake evil of the way of truth, which added trouble 
to my wounded heart, and broken fpirit, but it 
wrought for good, for it raifed difcourfes far and 
pear what a people there was, and of their ways, 
manners, and behaviour; which fetded fo in the 
minds of fober people, that it put them upon an 
inquiry into thie. principles and faith of them. 
^ Now was my name much talked of abroad, and 
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one Miles Bousficld called a major, who had received 
fome convincement in England by George Fox, came 
foon away upon it into Ireland, and being about that 
part of the country I lived in, and hearing of me, 
and the great exercife of confcience I was in, came 
to fee me, but it happened I was from home : he 
fpoke much of religion, and the work of the inner 
man to my wife, and how glad he would be of my 
company, &c. When I came home, my wife in- 
forming me of him, and his difcourfe, I was very 
glad ; for I would have gone far to find an experi- 
enced friend that could have informed or helped me 
in my great ftraits ; for I faw my own poverty, and 
weaknefs, arid the enemy as a ftrong man armed 
making war within and without :'^fo I rode to fee major 
Bousfield twelve miles, and abode with him all night. 
He talked much of the work of God in man ; fpoke 
well of the way of truth, and of George Fox^ and 
James Naylor, and exhorted me to be cheerful and 
merry, and not to be caft down with thofe troubles, 
for it was the enemy's work to drive me into defpair ; 
for I had the tokens of God's love, and be wouli 
love me to the end, and nothing in me could hinder 
his work, &c. I gave attention to his wdlrds, being 
low, and dejefted in my fpirit ; his words anfwered 
me in that which pleafed felf ; for fomething in me 
would have enjoy e4 the Lord without bearing his 
righteous judgments, or living in the daily crofs of 
Chrifl : and this I found major Bbusfield was a 
ftrangcr to, but made me eafy over God's witnefs in 
my confcience, and healed my hurt too faft ; for in a 
few days after I left him, it broke out again, the 
Lord's hand purfuing me, in whofe light I faw and 
felt fomething yet in me that withftood the work of 
God, which muft be flain and crucified by the Lord's 
judgmgnts, and the daily crofs of Ghrift Jefus. Then 
my wound was opened, and I faw there was no phy- 
ikian but the Lord alone> ^d I alfo faw where 
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Bousficld was, and all of that fpirit ; that Ihcy took 
up their reft and fatisfaftion in a talk and notion oi 
religion, without the true crofs of Chrift, that (hould 
mortify their lufts, wills, and vile affeftions, and cru- 
cify them to the world, and the world unto them, 
being at eafe in a form of godlinefs without the rea! 
work of the power/ So far William Edmundfon. 

In the beginning of the year 1654, Miles Halhead, 
James Lancafter, and Miles Bateman, plain men, 
came out of England with a teftimony for truth, on 
which account they had fome fervice with the chief 
rulers and officers of the army : they made little ftay, 
but went info the North, and took mipping at Belfaft 
•for England again. 

At that time William Edrgundfon was removing 
his habitation from Antrim to Lurgan, and foon after 
his brother came and dwelt with him, and a meeting 
was kept at his houfe in Lurgan, which was the firft 
fettled meeting of the people called Quakers in Ire- 
land. This meeting was but finall at firft, but as 
their minds were' kept inward, wailing in ftillnefs 
.upon God, they felt his prefence to comfort and 
ftrengthen them in time of great forrow and weaknefs, 
and their number increafed; for the name of Friends 
and fame of truth did fpread, and divers fobcr 
people that fought after the knowledge of God 
joined with them, as William Soulden and his wife,' 
John Hendryn, William Lynas, and feveral others : 
and the Lord was pleafed to give William Edmund- 
fon a part in the word and teftimony of his kingdom 
and gofpel of falvation, which he laboured in accord- 
ing to his meafure in much weaknefs and fear. He/ 
was moved to go to the publick worftiip-houfe be- 
longing to Lurgan, to declare truth in the time of 
their worftiip, and was much beaten there by colonel 
Stewart; but his teftimony reached the hearts of 
fome, particularly Mark Wright and Mark Sawyer, 
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Vfho followed him out of the faid worfhip-houfe, and 
joiiied with friends. ' 

The next friend that came out of England was 
John Tiffin, who came and fat with the above-men- 
tioned friends in their meeting, and did fometimcs 
fpcak a few comfortable and edifying words among 
them : William Edmundfon and he travelled together 
to feveral places and had good fervice for truth, and 
4ifcoiirfed and had difputes with profeffors, and many 
began toliftcn to them and inquire into their faith 
and principles, and truth began to fpread, though 
through great oppofition ; for now the priefts and 
people began to be alarmed and in a rage, and 
Friends were expofed to great fufferings upon feveral 
obvious accounts; particularly, as the teftimohy of 
truth was againfi all hireling teachers, and their 
forced maintenance, thefe made it ihek bufmefe to 
inccnfe the magiftrates and rulers againft Friends as 
hotding damnable doftrines, led away with the de- 
lufions of fatan, &c. and their confcientious fcrupling 
to fwear, in obedience to Chrifl's command. Swear 
Dot at all, was a ftrange thing to the people, as was. 
alfb the ufe of the plain and proper fpcech of Thou 
and Thee to a fingle perfcHi, and refufmg to take off 
their hats, as beingj a teftimony of honour and refpeft 
due to Almighty God only ; and few could fufFer 
thefe things,* but frequently on thefe accounts treated 
them with abufivc words, and- foraetimes with blows 
or throw^ing (tones. ITie keeping to one price in 
felling of goods and to the firft demand withou^ 

* « Thefe pra<Sli:e8 of theirs wcrt not the refidt of humour, or of a 
jframed defign to declare or recommend fchiim or novelty, or to diftinguifti 
thcmfelves as a party from others : but God having given them a fight of 
themfelvcs, they faw the whole world in the fame glafs of truth, and fen-^ 
fibly difcerned the affedions and paflions of men, and the rife and tendency 
of things.* See Pcnn*s Rife and Progrcfs of the People called Qoakeri. 
And in a Treatifc of the fame author entitoled No CROSS No CROWN, 
thefe matters are difcuffed at large, and particularly the true honour c jc^l* 
Unthf diftinguiflicd from t^c vain a»d worldly. 
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abatement, was alfo a great {lutnbling-block to moftf 
and made them decline dealing with them for fomc 
time, until they faw into tlie juftice * thereof* But 
to return to John Tiffin. 

He and William Edmund fon went to Bel&fl: (a 
town of great profcflion) where there was but one of 
all the inns and publick houfes that would lodge 
them; here John Tiffin lodged, and often endea- 
voured to get an entrance for truth in that town, 
but they refifted, (hutting their ears, doors and hearts 
againft the publifhers thereof, f Near this towa 
there dwelt one Laythes, who promifed to let them 
have a meeting at his houfe, but through fome flavifii 
fear failed of bis promife and difappointed them; 
vet this did not hinder them, viz. John Tiffin, Wil- 
liam Edmundfon, &c. from holding a meeting in the 
open air ; for there being a little way from the faid 
Laythes's boufe three lanes ends that met, they fat 
down and kept their meeting there, and were a 
wonder to the people who came about them ; and 
fomething was fpoken to direft their minds to God's 
Spirit in their own hearts. Thefe exercifes, though 
in much weaknefs and fear, fpread the name and 
fame of truth, and occafioned many honeft people ta 
inquire after it, and forac were added to the meeting 
at Lurgan.| John Tiffin having fpent five or fix 
weeks with friends, returned for England. 

Thus at the beginning, was the way ftrait and diffi* 
cult, but yet truth gained ground and prevailed, and 
the number of friends increafcd, and they had a 
godly care over their words and aftions, that they 
might give no occafion to the adverfaries of truth, 
who were many; but as friends kept low in the feaf 
of the Lord, they were preferved and God's witnefs 
in the people was reached ; of which it may not be 
impertinenti to mention one ioftaace, viz. John Shaw 

♦ £feim4f<»'» JowTul, Sea. ^ t ^Wd, Sed. 3. \ Ibid, 
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of Broad-Oak near Lifnegarvy, (who with his family 
were convinced about this time) often faid that 
William Edmundfon's words and deportment were a 
means to convince fiim of the truth. 

The next friend that came out of England in the 
miniftry was Richard Clayton, who came to William 
Edmundfon's houfe, by the Lord's direftion, as he 
faid ; fo he and William Edmundfon travelled 
together on foot in the Lord's fervice (for then 
it was not eafy for travellers to ride, or get lodging 
at inns, the people, being prejudiced againft friends 
by the inftigations of the priefts, throwing ftones and 
dirt at them as they paffed along). They went through 
feveral towns and villages to Coleraine, and there 
publifhed the truth in their ftreets, and put a paper 
upon their worfhip-houfe door ; for the inhabitants 
would not receive them, nor let them lodge in the 
town, but baniflied them out of it, fo they lodged at 
a cabin in the mountains,' and next day they went to 
Londonderry, where one Evans hofpitably received 
and entertained them. They had two meetings there, 
and he and his wife and two fons and one daughter 
were convinced of the truth : the governor was at 
both meetings, and he and feveral others acknow- 
ledged the truth declared by them, fliewing them- 
felves kind and affeftionate. From thence they 
travelled to.Strabane and Newtown-ftewart, Omagh, 
Dungannon, and Charlemont, and to the houfe of 
Margery Atkinfon (near Killmore, where William 
Edmundfon had been once before), a widow and a 
worthy woman, who received the Truth with glad- 
nefs, and lived and died in the Lord, and her memo- 
rial is bleft. They had a meeting at her houfe upon 
the firft day of the week, at which meeting Richard 
Clayton was very ferviceable, and feveral tender 
people received the truth at that ume in the love of 
it, as William Williamfon the elder, a faithful, godly 
man, and his.fon William Williamfon (a faithful, fcr- 
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yiceable man to his dying day) and their wives and 
families : alfo John Williamfon, Matthew Horner 
and wife, and feveral. others ; and foon after, old 
William Brownlow, Francis Hobfori, Lawrence Hob- 
fon and feveral others j and having fettled a meeting 
there (which in time became large) they parted iti 
the love of God, and foon after Richard Clayton 
went for England. Now the truth began more to 
fpread, and its fi-iends increafed, and they had meet- 
ings in feveral places. Not long after this a meeting 
was fetded at the Grange below Antrim, at the houfc 
of Gabriel Clark, an honeft, religious, ancient man, 
who received truth, as alfo his wife and*family. 
Another meeting was alfo held at Toberhead at the 
houfe of Archibald Scott, who alfo received truth 
(a religious, honeft-hearted man), and people more 
and more were convinced, infomuch that the priefb 
and profeffors Hill raged, many tender people leaving 
them; and to revenge themfelves they cift William 
Edmundfon into prifon in Ardmagh, the county-gaol 
not being repaired after the war. He was put into a 
litde room in the gaoler's houfe, where although he 
was weak in his own eyes, the Lord was his ftrength, 
and his power Comforted him, and he was made a 
terror to the gaoler and his wife, although he faid 
nothing. 

This year James Lancafter and John Tiflin came 
over from England, in the miniftry a fecond time. 
They lajided in the North, and being at meeting on 
the green in Lurgan, near the market-place, many 
rude perfons came thither, and beat the faid two 
friends and William Edmundfon very forely, and 
drove them to the town's end, thinking to drive them 
out of it, but the more fober fort of people rofe up 
againft them and prevented it. 

In the beginning of this year alfo came over, and 
landed in Dublin, Elizabeth Fletcher and Elizabeth 
Smithy who having the teftimony of truth to declare. 

Vol. m. F 
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publilhcd the fame both at the publick worlhip-houfe 
called St. Audcon's, and at a meeting of the Baptifts. 
for the firft they were committed by order of Richard 
Tigh, Lord mayor of the city, to Newgate prifon, 
and the Baptifts rejefted the teftimony of truth* 
' After they were releafed from Newgate, they had a 
meeting at the chamber of Richard Fowkes, a taylor, 
near Polegate> which was the firft meeting that can 
be remembered to have been kept in Dublin, and the 
firft fettled meeting was at George Latham's near 
Polegate. Their fervice was alfo great in the fouth- 
ern parts, particularly at Youghall, where divers 
were convinced by their miniftry, viz. captain James 
Sickleraorc, Robert Sandham, and feveral others ; 
and the fame two women Were the firft of the 
people called Quakers that came to the city of Cork, 
in the fame year 1655; and with Edward Burrough 
and Francis Howgil, who alfo arrived the fame year, 
were inftrumental to the convincement of many in 
the province of Munfter, and particularly in Cork, 
viz. Elizabeth Erberry, Alexander Atkins, and Ann 
his wife, Thomas Mitchel, and Snfanna his wife, Philip 
Bymond, Richard Pike and Elizabeth his wife, Fran- 
cis Roger?, William Rogers, Stephen Harris and his 
wife, George Webber, Ueorge Gambie, Henry Fag- 
gater, Thomas Ridge, and others. 

Not long after this feveral were convinced, as 
Elizabeth Gardner, a faithful, zealous woman who 
lived and died in the truth, Samuel Qaridge, James 
Fade, and William Wadman. 

The aforefaid Elizabeth Fletcher vifited Ireland a 
fecond time about two years after,* and Francis 
Howgil recommended her by the following teftimony 
addrefled to the Friends of Ireland: 

* As this record of the friends of Ireknd may be relied on at atztfaentic, 
the perfon called Elizabeth Fletcher, who in 8ewel'» Hiftory, p. 91. it firid 
to have died foon after the abufe ihe received in the year 46^4, nmft either 
have been another of the fame name, or dfe it muit have been a miiteke dut^ 
4e died iboa afttr that time. 
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■» 

* I am glad that my dear and wdl-bdovcd fiftcr 
Elizabeth Fletcher (who is a hdpcr and worker in 
the Lord's Yineyard) is moved to come to yoti agaio^ 
who is IbiMid, honeft, precious^ and of good report 
in the family of God, who I know will be fcrviceablc^ 
to the Lord and to you, in this his day wherein he 
is fpreading his name through the nations.* 

* Frauds Howgil/ 

The faid Elizabeth Fletcher having declared Truth 
in the market-place at Youghali, after fhc had had x 
large and fatisfaftory meeting, James Wood, an inde* 
pendent teacher, oppofcd women's preaching ; but 
flic, having fpoken largely before, and particularly 
among other things, of the Lord's pouring forth his 
fpirit upon fons and daughters according to the pro* 
phet Jod, and recommended the pcopie to the grace 
of God, was ncK forward to anfwer his cavils ; but 
James Sicklemore and Edward Laundy took up the 
argument in her behalf, and in the conclufion truth 
prevailed over the oppofition then raifed againft it. 

About this time W. E. relates in his Journal that 
he had fome drawings on his fpirit to go for England 
and fee George Fox, whom he bad not yet feen ; and 
accordingly went over, and met with him at Badgelcy 
in Leicefterftiire, and that George Fox took notice of 
him, and they went into a retired place, where G. 
Fox kneeled down and prayed, and that the Lord's 
heavenly power and prefcnce was there : be told 
George of feveral being convinced in Ireland, and 
of the opennefs amongft people in the North of tba% 
nation to hear the truth dedared, and of the wan; 
of mintflring friends in the gofpel there, who here-t 
upon wrote the following epMlle to fricncfc of Ireland^ 
and fent it by William Edmundfon, viz. 

•Friends, 
^luthait which con^dnced you, wait, that jrou may 
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have that removed you are convinced of; and all my 
dear friends, dwell in the life, and love, and power, 
and wiidom of God, in unity one with another, and 
with God; and the peace and wifdom of God fill all 
your hearts, that nothing may rule in you but the 
Bfc, which ftands in the Lord God. G. F.' 

And W. E, upon his return to Ireland read the 
foregoing epiftle to friends in a meeting ; whereupon 
he further relates that the power of the Lord feized 
cm them whereby they were mightily fhaken and 
broken into tears. 

The fumnjer of the fame year was memorable for 
the landing of Francis Howgil and Edward Burrough, 
two able eminent preachers of the gofpel of peace : 
they had great fervice in Munfter, fcveral receiving 
their teftimony and adhering to the doftrine they 
preached. It was therefore refolvcd that they (hould 
not be fuflfered to flay long in Ireland, but by an 
order from the government, at the infligation of the 
priefls, they were taken prifoners in Cork, and fent 
by a guard from garrifon to garrifon to Dublin in 
order to be banimed. They had no meeting in 
Dublin, yet had fome fervice for the Lord with 
thofe that came to fee them, being confined to the 
houfe of Mortimer, ferjeant at arms, and after fome 
time were in a violent manner haled a fhip-board, and 
banifhcd for England. 

Some hints of their fervices are left us, which I 
Ihall here infert, and next an account of the firil 
convincement of friends at Limerick. 
. And firfl of the fervice of the faid Francis Howgil, 
at Bandon, where he was received by Edward Cook 
(a man of great partsy a comet of horfe in Oliver 
Cromwell's own troop, and receiver to the lord Cork), 
who alfo'went with him on a Firft-day of the week 
to the public worfhip-houfe at Bandon, where the 
faid Francis having declared truth amongft the 
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people, Edward Cook invited tliem to come to a 
meeting to be held at his houfe that evening ; where 
there was a great conconrfe of people, to whom 
Frands preached the gofpel, and opened the way of 
h'fe and falvation ; ^ and many confefled to the truth qf 
what he declared, and joined in fociety with friends, 
as Edward Cook and Lucretia his wife, Daniel 
Maffey and Sarah his wife, Robert Mallins and 
Mary his wife, Kitharine Smith, William Smith, 
Matthew Prin, William Driver, Joan Frank, Thomas 
•Bifs, &c. ^ ' ■ • • 

Concerning the aforefaid Edward Cook the follow- 
ing teftimony is left us : * he embraced the truth 
with his whole heart, and 'retained it; was given up 
to ferve the Lord, and lived and walked under the 
crofs of Chrift Jefus, in great felf-denial to the world 
and the glory and greatnefs of it, to his dying day, 
and laid down his head in peace with God, and fweet 
unity with true-hearted friends/' 

Cfn the Seventh day of the week Edward Burrough 
and Francis Howgil, and with them James Sicklemore 
and Edward Cook, went to Limerick, and next morn- 
ing to the publick place of worftiip, and after fome 
time, attempting to fpeak, were run upon by the 
people, and next day put forth through the gates by 
an order; and as they rode along, Edward Burrough 
preached through the ftreets on horfeback, and with- 
out the gates had an opportunity of fpeaking to a 
great multitude that followed; as alfo Francis How- 
gil, James Sicklemore, and Edward Cook fpoke a few 
words ; the tendency of which was to direft the people 
to Chrift Jefus, a mcafure of whofc light was given 
to every one to profit withal. Thefe acceptable 
tidings of the gofpel of peaee took place vdth 
Thomas Phelps, Richard Pearce, John Love, &c. 

Divers alfo were convinced the fame year at 
Kinfale by the miniftry of the aforefoid Edward 
Burrough ^d Francis Howgil, and among the reft 

^3 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 THE RIS£ AND f^OGKES$ OF ,TH£ 

3ufanjiah Worth, wifip of Edward Worth, afterwards 
bilhop of Killaloe, who, though flie fafiered much 
from her huibaqd, Uved ^fxd died in unity with 
friend?.. 

After ibme time, Xeveral other friends came to 
Limerick, as John Pcrrptt, Robert Mallins, Humphrey 
JJorton, Williaqa Shaw, Thomas Loe, and fome 
women friends, as Barbara Blugdon, &c. Now tbofc 
who had, received fbme degree of convincement, 
bemg yet but tender and weak, went ,for fome tmc 
to hear, one Robert Wilkinibn, a captain in the army, 
and withal a. preacher, ^ man in great efteem, mwh 
given to religious difputation, and attended by a large 
auditory, who, according to die acoovint given of him, 
appears to have been a man that had received fome 
illuminations, but too much ^ ftranger to that filent 
and hiumbie waiting in the divine light, which would 
mortify the carnal will, that would bufily but unpro^ 
fitably intermeddle in fpiritual nutterst Him, how- 
ever, thefe newly cpnvinccd went to hear, until one 
Abraham Newbold, by aii impulfc on his mind, 
came from Waterford apd went alfo to that meeting 
where the laid Robert Wilkinfon was preaching, 
and flood np, and with a ftrong voice uttered thele 
words. Serpent be filent ; a few words, but power- 
ful, whi^b when Wilkinfon heard, he would have 
cmercid into difoute and known by what ipbii the 
faid Newbold ipake, to which Newbold only gave 
anfwcr. Thou knoweft not, Wilkinfon attempted 
however to proceed in his preaching ; but was fo 
difcompofed.that he could not, but was carried out 
of the meeting, and on the next meeting-day was fo 
di^Drdcred that he was taken out of the meeting 
fainting, and from that time ceaied preaching any 
more,^ and became fooUih in the latter end dF 
his days. 

In procels jof dme it came to pafs that thofe con- 
vinced, being more cfilightcncd in th^ir underljand- 
ings, met together in filencc, and alfo becamie 
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concerned to bear a teftimony to the truth againfi: 
the world's falhions and manners; and their words, 
habits and deportment made them a reproach, and 
brought them into fuflferings, as imprifonment, &c» 
Nay, the raagiftrates did publickly forbid the people to 
buy any thing of friends, an4 particularly of Richard 
Pearce, apothecary in Limerick ; and this fufpenfion 
continued pn him feveral months, but he regained 
his bufmefs, and followed it with reputation the reft 
of his days. He was the firft in. Limerick that re- 
ceived friends into his houfc, where meetings werq 
kept for many years, aad was fuccecdcdby his fon 
Thomas Pearce, both in his outward and in his inward 
calling. But to return to Edward Burrongh ; 4>cfidcs 
divers places in Munfter, he vifited Kilkenny, where 
he laboured in the gofpel, and feveral were convinced, 
and a meeting was fettled there and kept up feveral 
years : but William Mitchel and hi» wife fell into 
fome wild imaginations, and George Danfisn aiU his 
wife into quarrelling, and fo the meeting came to be 
loft, yet one ancient woman, by name Efther Beaver, 
continued faithful to her dying day, who received 
friends that came to vifit the laid place, and meet*' 
ings were many times kept fherc afterwards. 

In order that my reader may form fome idea of 
the Spirit and charafter of the aforefaid Edward 
Burrough, I fliall here infert the fubftance of two 
ps^ers written by him, breathing forth the fpirit of 
evangelical liberty, viz. 

^ To the judges and juftices ^nd all that handle 
the law.' 

^ Chrifl Jefus is the Jighj of the world, by which 
every one of you is lightened, which light if yqu lov^ 
and be guided by, it will lead you out pf the world'^ 
ways, nature, ana unriffhteoufnefs, and will give you 
an entrance into everi^ing lifej and in this world it 
will teach you how to fervQ God in righteoufncfs m 
your gencratipn, and ro give rightcowf judgnjwts amd 
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counfcls among your brethren without refpefl: of per^ 
fpns. None can rule for God but who are ruled by 
him, with his light that Ihines in the confciencc, by 
which you being governed, will by it govern in the 
earth righteoufly. You are not to judge for gifts 
and rewards, for if you do, you judge not for God, 
but for yourfelvcs, and you and your judgment is to 
be judged aind condemned with the righteous law of 
God, which is free ; but fuch who fear God and 
hate covetoufnefs, and gifts and rewards, arp to bear 
rul^, and fuch will handle the law righteoufly, and be 
a terror to evil doers, and will ftand for the praife of 
them that do well. But if fuch bear rule and 
handle the law which, know not God, nor are ruled 
by him, thefe will abufe the law and be a terror to 
righteoufnefs and good works, and will ftrengthen 
the hands of evil doers, and will let yice an4 wickecl- 
nefs efcape unpuniflied, 

* l^he law was added, to flay unrighteoufnefs, 
againft the difobcdient and lawlefe ; bqt it was not 
made for the righteous, whofe confciences are exer- 
cifed towards God and towards man by the pure law 
of God written in the heart. If yoja make a law in 
your own (carnal) wills, and judge by fuch a law, 
then you y^]\\ mike the innocent fuffer, and . opprefs 
them wTio walk in the law of God, and in the exer- 
cife of % pure confcience : Chrift wats put to death 
by fuch a law, and the faints in all generations were 
perfecuted by Xuc|i laws which were made in the will 
of man, contrary to the will and law of Qod : fo 
take heed what yon do, and know your place apd 
the length and breadth of your law, which, is com^ 
ihitted to you, which is to keep the ontward man in 
good order, and the nations in peac? and truth, and 
from theft, and murder, apd adultery, and quarreling, 
and drunkenriefs, and wronging one another, and fucn 
like: fuch who aft thefe things walk contrary to the 
jight, and fo bring themfclves under the penalty of 
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the law : but over the inward man your law, which 
is outward, hath no power to limit, to tie to or from 
any way of worfliip in religion ; but let religion 
defend itfelf, and lay not your law upon the confci- 
ence to excrcife dominion over it (for it is Chrift's 
feat in which he will rule), left you be found tyrants 
and numbered for deftruftion ; nor limit the Spirit 
of the Lord, how, when, where, and by whom it 
muft fpcak ; for the holy men of God in all ages ever 
cried againft fuch rulers as did judge falfe judgment, 
?ind for gifts and rewards, and againft fuch priefts 
and prophets as preached for hire and divined for 
money, and fought for their gain from their quarter, 
^nd tnrough covetoufiiefs made merchandize of fouls: 
therefore be ye warned, if fuch you uphold, by law, 
who aft fuch things which the Scripture declares 
againft, the Scripture which you profefs will ft^and 
a witncfs againft you, and the law of God will con- 
demn you ; and God will lay your honour in the 
duft, and caft you out of the feat of judgment : but 
judge the caufe of the poor and needy, of the widow 
and fatherlefs, and join mercy with judgment, and 
lay your fwords upon ppprelEpn and all tyranny and 
wrong dealing, that the land may be cleanfed of 
evil-doers, and equity and righteoufnefs may flow 
down, and the nation in good order may be kept, 
in peace and righteoufnefs, and fo God will eftablifh 
you among his children, who are taught of him alone, 
and are far from oppreffion/ Written at Dublin the 
23d of the Eighth month, 1 6^5^ by Edward JBurrough, 
He alfo wrote another paper entitled, ** The Unjuft 
Sufierings of the Juft declared, and their Appeal to 
the Juft Witncfs of God in all Men's Confciences/ 
which was as follows ; 

^ To all ye colonels and commanders and ofliccrs, 
and to all the honeft-hearted in the city of Dublin 
an4 clfcvhcre, to whom this may come, 
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• Hereby we the prifoners of the Lord, for the 
teftimony of Jefus, an4 for the excrcife of a pure 
confcience, do lay down our caufc before you, and to 
the light of Jefu.9 Chrifl in all your confciences we 
appeal in this opr caufe of righteoufnefs and innocency, 
XQ be judged thereby. We are nien fearing God 
and working righteoufnefs, and are friends to the 
commonwealth of Ifrael, and are exalters of jqftice 
and true judgment in the earth, and are fubjeft to 
all jufl power, and to every juft ordinance of man 
for conlcienc^-fake, and have fuflfered the lofs pf all, 
and have borne pan of the burden with you, that 
we might obtain the freedom of the righteous feed, 
and the liberty of tender confciences, to fervc the 
Lord in his own way ; and we are well known to the 
Lord though ftraqgers to you, and are freemen in 
the record of heaven, though now fufFerers unjuflly 
under your prefent authority, who have taken the 
place of exercifing lordlhip over our pure confciencejj, 
and haye imprifoned us, and endeavoured to giv? 
judgment of baniftiing us, only upon falfc accufations, 
and informations and flandcrs, without the proof or 
teftimony of any accufation of evil iuftly laid to our 
charge^ And to you hereby be it Known, that not 
for evil-doing dp we thus fuffer, for ip this prefent 
no man hath convinced us of any evil, nor juftly 
proved the tranfgreflion of any law, martial or civil, 
againft ns, though we ftand accufed of many grievous 
things, cf which we are clearly innocent in the fight 
of him that livesfor ever, and do nothing more defire 
herein but to be tried by the Uw of equity and righ- 
teoufnefs and judged according thereu»to. By virtue 
of command given unto us by the eternal Spirit of the 
Lord came we into this lana of Ireland, contrary to 
the will (^ man, not to feek ourfelves, nor our own 
glory, nor to prejudice your nation nor gpvenjment, 
nor to be hurtful to your commonwealth, but with 
the mcffage of the gofpej pf Cbrift Jefus wc came 
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CO turn from darknefs to light, and from the power 
of fatan to the power of God, and to minifter the 
word of reconciliation and falvation freely (with- 
out gift or reward) unto loft fouls ; and -hereof God 
is our witnefs, and alfo we hare the feals of our 
miniftry, which unto us herein can give tcftimony bv 
the feme fpirit, and this arc we ready to feai with 
our blood. And thefe fix months and upwards 
have we laboured in travels and fuflferings, and re- 
proaches, and have paffed through your cities and 
towns in fobernefs; and in raeeknefs have we preached 
the kingdom of God, and have holden forth the word 
of truth and the tcftimony of Jefus ; and our lives 
have we not loved till this day, though fometimes 
dangers on every fide have bcfet us, that we might 
hold forth the faith of Jefus, the author of our pro- 
feffion, in the cxcrcife of a pure confcience, both by 
doftrine and converfation 5 and herein are we juftified 
in the fight of God, and who is he that condemns 
us ? And we call heaven and earth to record, and 
the light in all men's confciences who have heard 
our doftrine and fecn our converfation, to witnefs for 
us herein ; and we challenge all your nation of 
Ireland, our very enemies, to prove the contrary ; 
though otherwife we ftand falfely accufed and fialfely 
reputed to be difturbers and makers of difordcrs, to 
the breach of publick peace and fuch like grievous 
things, upon the falfe information whereof a warrant 
was iffued out from the chief ruler and council of 
Ireland, and we thereby were apprehended in the 
city of Cork, and haled by guards as malcfaftors 
too, before the council in tixis city, where none of 
all thefe falfe accufations were or could be proved 
againft. us, nor the tranfgreffion of any known law 
could we be convifted of j and though occafions were 
fought againft us, yet none could be found, and 
though fnares were laid for our feet, yet were we 
not entrapped, but were cleared in the fight of God, 
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witnefled by the light in all their confciences, and., 
were found innocent and without reproof in the eye 
of the Lord ; and by pur innbcency were their orders 
of falfe accuiations made of none eflfeft, and we thus 
far proved to be guiltlefs before the throne of true 
judgment : yet notwithftanding, contrary to the light 
in their own .confciences, and contrary to the jufl 
laws of the nations (which afford freedom to the 
free-bom and righteous) were we committed to 
prifon without conviflion, or any guilt charged upon 
us, or the lead appearance of evil towards any man's 
perfon, though falfely accufed, yet np true teftimony 
given againft us, whereby our boldriefs in the way of 
the Lord could be difcouraged, as having the tefti- 
mony of the Spirit of God bearing us witnefs in the 
Holy Ghoft, that in all good confcience towards , 
God and towards man we have lived to this day ; 
alfo are without reproof in the fight of God and all jufl 
inen ; and though upon fearch and examination we were 
found guiltlefs thus far, yet farther hath the enemy, 
the devil^ prevailed in cruelty againft the innocent^ 
ihat it is endeavoured that we be baniftied under the 
account* of vagabonds, which laft accufation is the 
moft falfe apd unrighteous ; for we challenge this. 
Of whom have we begged ? Or to whom have we 
been burthenfome ? Or whofe bread have we eaten 
for nothing ? Or what evil have we done ? Where 
is the teftimony of your flanders ? But innocently do 
we fuffer thefe things, bearing reproaches, and binding 
the cruelty done unto us as chains about our necks, 
^nd as crowns upon ouf- heads, haying the affurance 
that for well-doing we fuffer thefe things from the 
hands of the rufcrs, through the lies and flanders of 
the teachers, who are in Cain's way of perTecution, 
ii!I they have fulfilled their meafure of wickednefs, 
and be laid wafle as the wildernefs. And this is our . 
caufe, and hereby it comes before you, by the light 
of Chrift in your confciences to be judged, if your 
learts be not altogether hardened^ and your miud 
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\eholly blinded ; and we lay it at your door to re- 
ceive fentence from you, and without refpeft of 
perfons hold forth our gyiltlefs caufe before you, 
not begging any thing from you, but herein to clear 
our consciences, that you may fave yourfelves from 
this untoward generation, whofe root is corrupt, and 
fruit bittemefs ; for while we have breath from the 
Lord, and enjoyment of his prefence, our duty is to 
fervc the Lord, in bearing witnefs againft injuftice, 
and all cruelty and opprefGon, and (hall appeal to 
receive juftice from the prefent power that now rules ; 
for in the name of the Lord we challenge our privi- 
lege of freedom, as being free born, till we be accufed 
guilty by the juft law of equity, unto which we are 
fubjeft for confcicnce-fake, and not to any man*s 
will, but by word and writing are bound by the law 
of God to bear witnefs agair^ the unjuft proceedings 
herein of the heads and rulers of Dublin, and fhall 
fcal our witnefs againft them, and againft their un- 
righteous decrees fealed in their cruelty againft the 
innocent, with our blood, if thereunto we be called. 

' Edward Burroughs 

Dublin, tliea6th of the Twelfth Month, ° 

1655. 

He alfo wrote a paper dated from the city of Cork, 
entitled, ' A Difcovery of the Idol Dumb Shepherds 
in Ireland, and a Lamentation over their Starved and 
Strayed Flocks/ And another from Catherlough, 
entitled, ' An Invitation to all the poor defolate 
Soldiers, to repent, and make their Peace with the 
Lord, and their Duty fliewed them what the Lord 
requires of them.' Both which may be feen in his 
works. 

So much may fuffice as fpecimens of the faid Edward 
Burrough's method of addrejOTing ftrangers : I fhall 
ne^t fubjoin an epiftle of his to the brethren here, 
both as a fpecimen of the language and fentiments 
of friends in thofe days, and as containing matter 
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not unworthy the attention of thofe of ahe prefent 
generation, yIz* 

* To' all the feed of God in Ireland, whom the Lord 
is gathering by his out*ftretched arm, and makkig 
veffeb of his honour, that he may dwell with yop* 

* The grace, mercy, and peace of God be increafed 
amongft you, that the Father may reap fruit of you, 
who is glorified by bringing forth much frmt : I fay 
unto you all, LoVc the Lord and his truth above all 
things, and let his fear be before your eyes, and hid 
judgments in your hearts continually, that you may 
never oflFend his Spirit in you, nor grieve his righteous 
foul. Take heed unto yourfelves and be watchful, 
left the enemy prevail over you, and lead you afide 
from the way of uuth and peace, and then trouble 
and wrath come upon you if you fin agaihft him. 

* Therefore every particular erf you know and feel a 
meafure of the ftrength of Chriu in vou, that you 
may be warned againft all the wiles ox faian, whofe 
power worketh and moveth in the flcflily part which 
ruleth above the feed of God, which part muft be 
crucified and circumcifed with the circumcifion made 
without hands, tliat you may be pure and clean, 
veffels of honour fitted for the matter's ufe ; for 
none can honour the Lord but thofe that are purified 
by him, and Chrift comes to purify, and he is fitting 
as a refiner's fire, and this is witncfTed amongft all 
that wait upon him. 

* So you that are turned to the power of God in 
you, mind it and be obedient unto it in all things, 
and refift the power of fatan, which would lead from 
God, and wait for power that you may be the chil- 
dren of God, and may fulfil his will in all thing$, 
and unto this you are called by the preaching of the 
gofpel which came amongft you from the Lord, that 
you may know things which are eternal, and might- 
be reconciled to God thereby. 
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* I fey from the Lord, you are not called to fulfil 
your own wills in any things, but the will of the Lord 
in all things, which if you do his will, you ^11 there- 
by be fanftified, and the old man will be put off, and 
all the works of the devil win be dcftroyed, and Chrift 
the fecond Adam will give you power over all your 
enemies within and without, as the fleflily part in you 
is fubdued by the working of his Spirit, which every 
one of you mud feel and know, which leads into all 
truth, and condemncth all evil : and all that are in the 
evil are not led 'hy the Spirit of God though they 
profefs the Scriptures, and fuch are not the childreii 
of God, nor heirs of his inheritance, which every 
one of you muft wait for, and to be bom of the 
incorruptible feed by the word of God, which lives 
for ever, which word you muft feel in you, and its 
operation, which is as a fire, and like a hammer : fo 
the faints faid it was, and fo we witnefs it to be ; 
and every one that handles, taftes and fgels of this 
word, thereby is the enmity flain in its ground and 
fruits, and the body of death is put off, and the new 
man is put on, who is the cxprefs image of God, 
which every one of you muft know and witnefs, for 
it is the Father^s mark upon the forehead, for ye that 
bear it not cannot be juftified nor faved in the day of 
the Lord. 

* Every one of you having a meafure of light from 
Chrift the Saviour, Unto this you are to take heed 
only, and it leads to Chrift to receive him and be 
joined to him : fo every one take heed to your own 
meafures of the grace of God, and a fufficient teacher 
you will witnefs, and the new covenant you will 
know, where fin and iniquity is not remembered, but 
forgiven and blotted out; and here is the true re- 
joicing where power is received over all fin, and death 
is deftroyed, and viftory is known, and the fonftiip 
is witneffed, and into this muft every one grow, into 
perfeftion aad completenefs in Jefus Chrift. 
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* So all friends, I do warn you all, patiently to wait 
upon the Lord, that you may witnefs the fulfilling of 
the promifes, and may know thcfc things in the fpirit, 
and may have tliem as a treafure in your hearts ; for 
the knowledge of God is a treafure, and to know 
him is life eternal; and it is the upright in heart 
whom he teacheth knowledge, and it is into the pure 
heart that his knowledge is put. 

* So mind that which will purify your hearts, that 
the Lord may dwell in you and with you, and let love 
and unity abound one towards another, and fervc one 
another in love ;' and all ferve the Lord Jefus, and 
dwell in the crofs to the world and all its ways j for 
the crofs of Chrifl is the power of God which Hays 
the eiunity, and brings forth the feed of God, and- 
every one keep to your own meafures which God 
hath given you, and that will guide you in all the 
ways of peace. 

* Judge not above your meafures, for then the Lord 
doth not guide you ; neither be hafty, rafh, or for- 
ward, for then you go out of God's counfel, and lay 
yourfelves open to temptations to be overcome of the 
devil, you going from the light you lofe your armour, 
and that which fhould defend you from the devil, 
and your latter end is worfe than your beginning, 
if again you be overcome of him : wherefore all 
friends, be circumfpeft, and watchful, lefl at any time 
you be tempted and overcome, and fo lofe your 
peace, and then trouble and forrow tate hold upon 
you, whenfocver you have lofl the countenance of the 
Lord. 

* Keep your meetings in the fear of the Lord, and 
you will fee the Lord amongft you, and his prefence 
rcfrefhing your hearts ; and as you are moved with 
the power of the Lord, be obedient in every thing, 
and watch over one another with a fingle eye, and 
inform and inftruft in the fear of the Lord, and be 
examples one to another in righteoufnefs, and give no 
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bccafion unto the world by an impure converfation, 
but walk ia wifdom and in the fear of the Lord 
towards all men, that the witnefs of God in every 
one may anfwer for you and juftify our God. 

* The Lord hath a feed in Irelancf gathering and to 
be gathered, and your heavenly converfation will 
preach to others, and fo every one will be a minifter 
of Chrifl in his place, as ye walk in the light which 
Chrift hath enlightened you withal,, who lightcth 
every man that cometh into tlie world, that all men 
may believe ; and he that hateth the light remaineth 
in unbelief and under condemnation; but he that 
loveth the light, his deeds are wrought in God, and 
they fhall not be condemned. 

^ My love in the Lord is towards you all that 
hunger after righteoufnefs, and my prayers are for 
you all, that perfeft reft you may obtain, and 
falvation* 

* I am now a prifoner for Chrift's fake, and for his 
truth's fake, through the cruelty of men who hate 
the Lord and his fervants, but am perfeftly well in 
the Lord, knowing that this fhall be for the further- 
ance of the gofpel of Chrift. The prefence of the 
Lord be amongft you all, and his eternal power give 
you viftory over all your enemies. Amen. 

' Edward Burrough/ 

From the comnW)n gaol in Kihgfton upon 
Thames, in the county of Surry, th^ 
afth day of the Sijth month, i657» 

Concerning the faid Edward Burrough and Francis 
Howgil, this teftimony is given in the accoutit of the 
early fufFerings of friends of Ireland, viz. 

' They were made a bleffing to us, the Lord work- 
ing mightily by them, to the turning of many from 
darknefs to light, and from fatan's power unto God ; 
and their doftrine and converfation was fuch as truly 
reached unto and anfwcred the witnefs of Gpd in owr 

Vol. m. G 
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confcicnccs ; and wc may praifc the Lord on theif 
behalf, who were unto us the meffcngers of falvation/ 

The fame day, or a few days after that Edward 
Burrough and Francis Howgil were baniftied for 
England, landed Barbara Blaugdon from the weft of 
England, who went to Heni*y Cromwell, then lord- 
deputy, and bad him beware he was not ft>und 
fighting againft God, in oppofing the truth and per- 
fecuting the innocent; but like wife Gamaliel to let 
them alone, for if the work was of God, it would 
ftand, but if of man, it would fall.* ITie deputy 
heard her moderately, fo that flie perceived the 
enmity did not lie fo much in himfelf, as that he was 
ftirred up to pcrfecution by evil magiftrates and 
priefts. Having performed her fervice in Dublin, 
(he went to Cork, where fhe had fome acquaintance 
and relations i but her fufferings were great, for ftie 
Was imprifoned almoft wherever fhe came, being 
moved to follow thofe of her acquaintance into feve-. 
ral fteeple-houfes ; yet wherever * her mouth was 
opened, there were fome that received her teftimony. 
Not long after, flic was moved to come a fccond time 
to Ireland, and in Dublin ihe went into the court of 
juftice and fpqke to the judges, exhorting them to 
righteoufnefsj which was taken fo ill that Ihe was 
imprifoned for it, but was releafed by the inter- 
ceffion of fir William King, colonel Fare, and the 
ladv Browne.f 

This year (1556) feveral others inthe miniftry came 
over, and had good fervice in turning many to theLord, 
particularly John Bowran of Cotherftone in York* 
(hire, who landed in Dublin, and afterwards travelled 
into the North, He vifited Ireland fix times in fix 
years. See Piety Promoted, Part IIL 

About the fame time William Edmundfoo, ^ras 

^S<eSfWfl*«Htft«]7oftiic95alam fWd, 
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Ino^ed in fpirit to leave off (hop-keeping and take 
9 farm, in order tb^t he might, by his own example» 
jEDiqilter ftrength and enjcouragememt in the teftimony 
which this people deemed themfelves confcientioufly 
Concerned to hold forth and tnaintain, againit that 
antichriftian yoke of oppreiHon, the enforcing thq 
J)ayment of tithes in thefe gofpel-tunes. With thi$ 
view he and feveral friends leaving the meeting to 
which they belonged well fettled, viz; Richard Jack- 
fori, Anthony Jackfon, John Thompfon, Richard 
Fayle, John Edmundfon, .William Moon and their 
families, removed and took land in the county d£ 
jCavan, and dwelt there, and fettled a meeting in 
that county, and held meetings in divers places to the 
advancement of truth and inqreafe of friends, feve* 
ral being convinced and joining with friends: particu- 
larly John Pim, Robert Wardel, William Neale, 
William Parker, Thomas Lun, Thomas Morris, John 
ChandJey, John Savagej Ifabel Adon, and man| 
more. 

But as their numbers increafcd, fo did then* futfet- 
ings alfo increafe, and they were greatly ,expofcd to 
the fcom, deriiion, and foul abufes of the popple, in 
bearing their innocent teftimonies, in their lives and 
coi],?eriations, againft the pride, pleafures, paflimes, 
vain fafliions and cuftoms, with the excdfes and 
evils that were in the ^orld, both among profeflbrg 
and profane, even the very priefts themfelves, who 
incenfed the mag^Ihates and other people againft 
Friends, as being hereticks, deceivers, and what not? 

Qf thefe fufferingis W. E. in particular met with 
'91, large fliare, befides the .many hard and dangerous 
traiirela and exercifes he went through, when he wj^? 
alone in the tmes when torics and robbers, after this 
,waf, were abroad, being fometimes put under the 
flec^ty of paiEng deep waters in the winter-^feafcw 
yrh/^c bridges were not built ; and once particularly 
he was put into prifon in Strabane, in his wet ^othjes, 
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after travelRng and fwiramittg, by which he grew fJck, 
and received no help from any but the Lord, who 
healed him: yet through all thefe difficulties truth 
prevailed, and feveral were convinced, particularly at 
Strabane, where a meeting was fettled and continued 
until the reftoration of king Charles IL but then 
great fufFerings being expefted, Robert Burgcfs and 
another, who were looked upon as the leading men 
of that meeting, proved unfaithful: the latter through 
fear of perfecution fled, and Burgefs accepted of the 
office of a parifh-clerk to the epifcopal prieft that 
' then came in ; but jn a little time he was fmitten 
with great affllftion both in body and mind, which 
he believed to be for his backfliding from the truths 
as he confeffed to W. E. who went to fee him in his 
illnefs, and foon after he died ; and fo through the 
unfeithfulnefs of thofe men the meeting fell. 

The (late of friends in general, about this time, 
and fome particular memorable tranfa<ftions at Bel- 
turbet, arc fo minutely defcribed in the journal of 
W- E. that I ihall here infert them in his own 
words, viz. 

* Now truth was much fpread, and meetings fettled 
in feveral places, many being convinced and brought 
to the knowledge of God, were added to friends ; 
but fufferings increafed for not paying tithes, priefts' 
maintenance, and towards repairing their worfhip- 
houfcsj for not obferving their holy days (fo called) 
and fuch like ; they fleeced us in taking our goods, 
and imprifoned fome of us. 

* In thofe days the world and the things of it were 
not near our hearts, but the love of God, his truth 
and teftimony lived in our hearts ; we were glad of 
one another's company, though fomctimes our out- 

-ward fare was very mean, and our lodging on flraw; 
^ we did not mind high things, but were gJad of one 

another's welfare in the Lord, and his love dwelt 

in us* 
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• Now I was often abroad in truth's fcrvicC) yifit- 
ing of friends, aud getting meetings in feveral places, 
I was moved to travel into Leinfter province, and 
went from placet© place as the Lord's good Spirit 
guided me. I came to RofleaaUis, and there met 
with two families ,come out of England, convince4 
of the truth ; from thence I went to Nicholaif 
Starkey's near Athlone, and had a meeting there on 
a Firft-day, to which feveral fober people came, and 
the Lord's power and prefence was with us. 

* From thence I went to Mullingar, and lodged 
there one night, where was a trooper that was con- 
vinced, who rode with me feveral miles the next day, 
and continued coming to meetings. I came that night 
to Finagh, but the inn-keepers in the town refufed 
me lodging, foij that (they knew) I was a Quaker : 
it was in wiater-time, and cold weather j fo I inquired 
for the conftable, and they fhewed me his houfe. I 
told him he mufl provide me lodging, for I was a 
traveller, had money to pay for what I (hould have, 
and had been at the inns, where they refufed me 
lodging. He kept an ale-houfe, and had alfo re* 
fufed me, but after much difcourfe with him, he told 
me I muft be content with fuch lodging as he had for 
me. I told him, to let me have a room with a fire to 
iit by, and hay for my horfe, and I would be content: 
ib I alighted, weat ifito the houfe, and there were 
troopers drinking. They foon perceived what I was^ 
;and began to feoff and to aik me many qu^ftions, 
which I anfwered in my freedom; but when I thee*4 
and tlj^ou'd them in our difcourfe, they were very 
angry, and one of them fwore, if I thou'd him aigaiii 
he vsfould cleave my head y but in our difcourfe when 
jt came in its place . I thou'd him again, and he 
ftartiag up in an^er, drew his fword ; but one pf his 
corporals fitting by him flopped him, ajid commanded, 
him' to put up his fword, for there ihould be no 
fkmn^ of hcad$ there; fo caufed the troopers .tp 
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go to their quarters, but he ftaid with mc difcourflng 
&te in the night, and was convinced, beiag tetider^ 
received the truth, and came to meetings. 
' * About this time we had a meeting at Belturbet^ 
ahd the Lord's power and prefence was with us, but 
the provoft 6f the town was an cnviouis man ; who. 
came with fome rude people, broke up our meetingi 
and took us to prifon, both men and women ; we 
Were all night in a very cold place, the women were 
jnightily pinched with cold, it being froft and fnow ; 
the next morning he fet all the other friends at 
liberty, but me he put in the (locks in the market- 
place, arid people ^thered about me, where I had 
an opportunity to preach the truth to them, which 
they heard with fobemefs, were tender and rcflefted 
much upon the provoft for abufing us. 

* Robert Wardell then (being but a boy) told the 
provoft, he had fet a better man than himfelf in the 
nocks, and there was a time when fuch as he durft 
not have meddled with me; wherefore the provoft 
took him and fet him in the ftocks by me ; but hk 
father foon heard of it, and threateiled the provoft 
Hvith the law ; for he was then matter of the fforcj^ 
(there being a garrifon of foldiers there) fo Robert 
Wardell was foon taken out of the ftocks ; who 
being convinced, kept with friends, and afterwards 
became a ferviceable man for truth, anil a preaclier 
of it. 

* The people were much diffatisfied with the pro- 
Voft; fo he fcnt his officer to let me loofe, who 
opened the ftocks, and bid me take out my leg, for 
1 might go my way ; I told him, I had been grofsly 
abufed, and made a publick fpeftacle to the people^j 
as though I had done fome great offence, but was 
not conviftcd of the brc?ich of any law ; fo let the 
provoft come himfelf and take nie out, for he put mc 
in. l^he provoft came and opened the ftocks, bidding 
me take out my leg, I told him. No, fbr he had 
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ma^ me a fpeAacle to the people^ and I knew no 
law that I had broken, but let him take out my leg 
that put it in; fo he opened the ftocks with one 
hand, and took my leg out with the other : his name 
was Richard Weft. 

* At this time, Oliver Cromwell had put forth a 
declaration, that fuch fhould be protefted in their 
religion, as owned God the Creator of all things, and 
iChrift Jefus the Saviour of man, and the Scriptures, 
and feveral other things mentioned therein : fo the 
governor of that garrifon, with tfie ofiiccrs and chief 
jmen in the town, and abundance of people with 
them (that filled the court-houfe) would try us by the 
declaration, whether we and our religion were under 
Oliver's protection, or not : the provoft was there, 
and I was fent for in ; the clerk of the garrifon^ who 
was then a Baptift (but afterwards a friend) read the 
declaration, and I was called to anfwer to the parti- 
culars ; I anfwered them fo, that the governor and 
they with him gave their judgment, that we were under 
.proteftion, and our religion was to be protefte^. 

* Then I called aloud, that they would bear witneft, 
how long we had been imprifoned illegally, and that 
I fat in the market-place in the ftqcks wrongfully, 
and that the law provided reparation in fuch c^es; 
fcvcral of the chief of them offered to be evidence, 
if we would take the advantage of the law agamft 
the provoft j he was quite daflied and looked very 
.palct The governor came from his f^^t, and took 
,me by the hand, faying he was forry that I and my 
friends were fo abufed, and did aifure me that he 
had no hand in it. I ^Iked him, who he was ? He 
faid, he was the governor of that garrifon. I afked 
him, where he had been thofe two days, that he did 
,npt. appear with his ban4 of foldiers to appeafe the 
uproar; for I had read in the Scriptures, that at 
Jerufalem, when there was an upfoar on the like 
laccount, the governor came with a band qf foldier?^! 

04 
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alid refcued Paul from tlierti, and appeafed the Uproat ^ 
and was it not a fhame for him, that a heathen (hould 
out-do him that profeffed to be a Chriftian ? He \Va$ 
^ Baptift, and fo were feveral that were in authority 
thereabouts. My fpirit was borne up in the powcar. 
-of the Lord, as upon th^ wings of an eagle that day : 
truth's teftimony was over all their heads, and my 
heart was filled with joy and praifes to the Lord ; 
Wany were convinced that <iay, and feveral of theia 
received the truth, and abode in it. 

* There was oile William Parker, a preacher amongft 
the Baptifts, he had oppofed me ftrongly at a court 
a little before this ; his wife was a friend convinced 
In England; The was a prifoner with us; they lived 

• then in the country, and his wife not coming home, 
in the morning he came to look for her, and finding 
me fitting in the (locks in the cold winter, in the opeft 
market-place, he was fmitten to the heart ; after I 
had done with them all^ I was at liberty, and came 
to friendis with my heart full of joy* The faid Parker 
was with friends, fo I alked him, what he thought of 
his brethren, to buffer us to be thus tifed, and they 
chief in command in that place ? He anfwered with 
tears in his eyes, he was afhamed of them, thai had 

* hcetk (o long profeffing and fighting for confcience, 
now to fuffer coftfcience to be trodden in the dirt; 

he Wtnt to them no more, but came to our meedngs, 
taking up the crofs of Chrift, and became an honeft^ 
zealous - Hian for truth, having a publick teftimony 
in meetings,' and died in the true faith which Jcfus 
is the author of. 

^ There was alfo one William Morrh, an elder 
amongft the Baptlfts, in great repute, captain of a 
company^ juftice of the peace, commiflioner of the 
"revenues, chief treafurer in that quarter, alfo chiaf 
governor of three ^rrilbns; to whom the news of 
tnis day's work was fooa carried, whereat he was 
tiiuch troubled in mind, and told the pieifcnger, who 
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Was a juftice of peace, it was a (bamc for them to 
iuiFer us to be fo abul'cd, faying, the time would 
come, that they would be glad to fhelter under our 
wings. The rumour foon went amongft th^ Baptifts, 
and to the court at Dublin, that capt. Morris wat 
turned Quaker, whereupon he was removed with 
his company Southward ; not long after he was 
fent for to Dublin, to appear before the general and 
chief <>fficers, many of whom were Baptifts ; he was 
examined about his being turned Quaker, which he 
did not deny, but confelTed our faim and principles, 
and at that time was difcharged from his command, 
becaufehe was a Quaker ; he was a worthy, wife man, 
bad a teftimony in our meetings, and died in the 
faith of Jefus/ 

Thomas Loe, who was a lively minifter of Chrift 
Jefus, and could divide the word aright, came over 
this year (1657) from Oxford in England, and had 
good fervice in Munfter, and from thence travelled to 
Dublin on foot, where he declared the day of the 
Lord through the ftreets thereof; preaching the word 
of life and falv^tion from James's gate until he came 
to Lazer's hill : he lodged at Stephen Rich's, where 
he fometimes had meetings ; alfo at captain Allen's, 
but the fettled meeting was at George Latham's by 
Polegate; he had bleffed fervice, and 'many were 
convinced by him. Dublin was alfo vifited this year, 
by W. E. Edward Cx)ok, and others, who had good 
fervice, being inftrumental to the conviilcement of 
fever ill. 

Richard Roper and William Waller alfo came 
over about this time, in the fervice of the truth : 
they were fmcere and ferviceable men, and they and 
Thomas Loe vifited fome friends who had received 
.truth in the county of Carlow, and feveral were 
convroced by their teftimony, as Thomas Wefton and 
tis wife, Henry Rofe, and others. 

The bcfQreTme^tioued Thomas Loe alfg vifited 
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filcnds m Uiftcr, and had good fcrvicc, many being 
convinced by hhn therc^ as alfo in mcKft other paru 
pf the nation. 

This year (1658) friends in the miniftry, with great 
zeal and fervency, travelled up and down, and fettled 
meetings where they could in new places ; and par- 
ticularly W. £• travelling towards the Moate, a 
meeting was held at the houfc at Nicholas Starkcy 
ftt Ballykilroe, being the firfl meeting that friends 
had obtained in thofe parts. 

This year (1659) landed at Donaghadee inUlfter, 
J<AnBurnyeat, an eminent, faithful fcrvant of tbeLord. 
He travelled on foot through divers parts of that pro- 
vinccy and by his means many were convinced, and 
converted to God from the evil and vanity of their 
ways. From thence he travelled to Dublin, and had 
good fervice for truth there, from whence he pro- 
ceeded toMountmelick,toKilkenny,and fo toMunfter, 
thence to Rofs, Wexford, Carlow, and back again to 
Mountmelick, and had meetings in other places as 
he travelled, preaching the true faith of Jefus, and 
returned to the North ; and at Lurgan he met with 
Roben Lodge, who was newly come from England, 
who was alfo an able minifter of Chrift, and they 
joined in travels a^ true fellow-labourers in the gofpd 
of the Son* of God, fpreading truth and convincing 
many. They went to Londonderry, but when the 
people difcovered what they were, they were un- 
^willing to receive them, or let them have lodging for 
their money. They went to the fteeple-houfe there 
^n the Firft-day of the week, and had a good oppor- 
tunity to declare the truth among the people ; but 
;it length the mayor fent his officers and forced them 
out of the city, from whence they proceeded to feveral 
other places in the province of Ulfter, and to Dublin, 
Mountmelick, Athlone,.Galway, Limerick, Cork and 
Bandon, and returned to the North again : and thus 
they fpent their time with diligence s^nd hard travel. 
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often in cold, hunger, and hardfhip, many parts of 
the country being then uninhabited. They were ira-p 
prifoned feveral times, as in Armagh, Dublin, and 
Cork, befides Other abufes that they received, bc- 
caufe of the teftimony they had to bear in towns and 
fteeple-houfes, againft hireling priefts: and thus 
having Isjboured in the gofpel together for the fpacc 
0f twelve months, and being inftrumental to the con- 
vincing and gathering of many to the truth, being 
clear of their fervice here, in the Seventh month, 
J 660, they took (hipping at Carrickfergus for England. 

Among others that bcKeved and were added tt) 
friends about the years 1658 and 1659, and conti* 
teued feithful' and ferviceable in their day, by the 
livdy igrniftry of the above mentioned Thomas Loc, 
W. E. John Butnyeat, Robert Lodge atid others, 
were' Francis Robfon, Roger Webb, Peter Rofs, 
Robert Hoope, and George Gregfon, who after fomc 
time was endued with a clear, lively, convincing gift 
t>f * the miniftry. 

This year (^1659) feveral of the friends above-men- 
tioned,* by reafon of their landlords not performing 
covenant with them, removed from thecounty of Cavan, 
^nd fettled in and about Mountmelick, in the Queen^s 
county, viz. W. E. Richard Jackfon, John Edmund- 
fon, John Thompfon, William Moon, John Pim, and 
others, with their families ; and feveral having been 
iponvinced thereabouts fome time before, a meeting 
was fettled at Mountmelick, which is fince become 
large. As to the places they removed from, they left 
the meetings there in a fettled condition, and fo they 
continued, particularly the meeting at Cavan, until 
it was loft by means of the wars, friends that lived 
tliere being difperfed thereby, and driven from their 
Jiabitations. 

This year a meeting was fettled at or near Moate, 
at the houfe of Thomas Englifh. Some time after 

* Sec pag« 99. 
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John Clibborne, James Wifely, Henry Fuller, formerly 

"" 'ler,SamuelStrangman, Thomas 

of Athlone, and many others 

meeting was removed to ihp 

ne at Moate. 

W. E. and other friends vifited 
were convinced, and a meeting 
)f miniftcring friends hath been 
lat place, but through the un.- 
who lived there, the meeting 
LQ increafed,:yet a fnfi'4ll meeting 
; day. 

ng, about thq year 1)557, ^^^ 
Lvincement of a fjew who lived 
^mont ia the province of tflft^rj, 
r numbers being confideraljiy 
: labours of other tr^veiliiig 
5 fettled there. 
About this time alfo a nieeting was fettled at Ballyr 

nakill in the Queen*s county, Chriftopher and Jolia 

Raper being convinced* 

The ftate of Friends this year (i 661) is defcribcdia 
the following words, by W.E. in his journal, p. 39, 40^ 

' Now was king Charles coming in, and thefe n^^ 
tionswere in heaps of confufion, and ran upon us^ls 
if they would have deftroyed us at once, or fwallowed 
us up ; breaking up our meetings, taking us up ia 
high-ways, and haling us to prifon ; fo that it was a 
general iraprifonment of friends in this nation. I was 
prifoner at Maryborough, with many more friends, 
yet the Lord fupported and bore up our fpirits above 
ifiifferings and meps' cruelties ; fo that friends were 
.fx-efh and lively in the Lord's goodnefs and coven^it 
of light and life, contented in the will of^ God ; for 
w,e had many heavenly, ble&d meetings in prilbn, and 
the Jjord's prcfence with us, to our great comfQXt 
and confolation in him, who wrought liberty (or u« 
in his own time.*- 
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This year (1664) ]^^^ Burnycat aforementioned, 
came over a fecond time and vifited friends in many 
parts of the nation, and had good fervice, fcveral being 
convinced by his means, and about the Seventh month 
he took (hipping at Galway for Barbadoes. The num- 
ber of friends increafcd greatly, and many vifits this 
nation had in thofe days by faithful labourers in the 
gofpel, both of its own inhabitants and ftrangers, 
notwithftanding that through the covetoufnefs of the 
priefts, great fpoil was made of friends goods, a 
great deal being forcibly taken away for tythe and 
other demands, which friends for confcijence-fakc 
could not pay \ whence fome of them were caft into 
prifon upon writs of excommunication and definitive 
fentences ; yet ftill the Lord wrought favour in the 
hearts of rulers, and Ihcriffs were often very favour- 
able to friends, granting them their liberty when it 
was in their power. 

The ftate of friends at this time (1665), about 
Mountmelickjisthus defcribed in WilhamEdmundfon's 
journal : 

' I having my liberty, found a concern on my mind, 
to folicit the government againft the priefts* fiercenefs 
and cruelty : for George Clapham, prieft of Mount- 
melick, endeavoured to prevent the miller's grinding 
our corn for our families, or any to fpeak or trade 
with us or any of our families ; he watched the 
market and friends fliops ; and thofe he faw or knew 
to deal with friends, he fent the apparitor to fummon 
them to the bifhop's court ; fo forced them to pay 
him and the apparitor money, to get freed from that 
trouble, they being afraid of the bifhop's court, it 
bore fuch a great name. 

* This prieft told his hearers, that if they met any 
of us in the high- way, they fhould Ibun us as they 
would fbun the plague ; and if they owed us any 
thing, they need not pay it ; or if they knocked us 
Oh the head, the law would bear them out. A^ which 
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ib^ people were mightily ttoulflcd, atid m general 
their iQiye decUned from die pricft, and drew towardi 
frieods ; they would offer their fervants to c^rry our 
com to the mill^ that we might get bread for ohr 
families, 6r any other kiadnefs they could do for us. 

^ I drew up a great deal of his grofs proceeding$| 
imd got many hands to them of his own people, who 
had been abufed ; fo went to Dublin and petitioned 
the government, who with the primate took notice 
qf it, and the privy-council refcnted it, being contrary 
ta all law and rule ; fo fent an order for the prieu 
and apparitor to appear before the council j they 
came, and were 0iarply reproved, and had been 
puniihed (for the primate faid he would make then^ 
examples), but that I told lum, we defired nothing 
but to be quiet, and live peaceably in our callings, 
and that they would defift from their crvielty. The 
primate, Boyle, who was alfo chancellor, faid, if they 
donot defifl, do but write to him, and he would make 
them examples to the nation ; fo I forgave them, and 
let all fall. This gained much on the minds of many 
ehief men in authority. 

* Now this pricft was very angry againft me, although 
I had forgiven him as aforefaid (being very greedy 
and covetous). One time he took a neighbour's horfe 
and cart, came to my houfe, and loaded and carried 
away a great deal of cheefe ; alfo at that time took 
aw^y flauch goods, corn, and wearing-clothes, from 
iriends of our meeting, for fome church-dues a9 
he faid ; and I being at a meeting in Mountmelidc, 
as I ufed to be when at home, he being a juftice of 
the peace, fent a conftable to apprehend me, atid 
made a mittimus to fend me to Maryborough goal ; 
but the earl of Mountrath fuperfeded his warranty 
and fet me at liberty till the aiBzes. 

\ When the aiBzes came, he ftood by me againft the 
faid prieft, who had drawn up two indidmcnts againft. 
me ; c^nd when they came imp coprt, fpur lawyers. 
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one after another pleaded for me, though I knew 
nothing of them, or gave them any fee ; but the 
Lord gave us place in £e hearts of people, and their 
bowels yearned towards us. The indigent was 
quafhed, and the pried hiifed at by the court to his 
ihame ; the judge alfo turned againft him ; feveral 
friends came a great way to fee and hear the trial, 
and greatly rejoiced in the Lord to fee the prieft 
fruftrated in his evil defigns. 

Another time this, pried Clapham indifted feveral 
friends of our meetirig at the affizes at Maryborough, 
and me, for being at a meeting fuch a day, which 
he called an unlawful aflembly, and for not being at 
church (as he called it) the fame day ; he alfo in- 
dited me for not paying a levy, or fefs, towards 
the repairs of his wordiip-houfe ; though the wardens 
and condable had before taken from me for the fame, 
a mare worth three pounds ten {hillings. Several 
friends were thus proceeded againd, and we were 
fined, and order given to didrain our goods: fo I 
rode to Dublin and petitioned the lord lieutenant and. 
council. I and one other friend were admitted into 
the council chamber, to date our grievance, and had a 
very fair hearing, that judge being prefent who gave 
judgment againd us at the adizes ; the council gave 
their judgment that their proceedings were illegal ; 
and the lord lieutenant would know, why we did 
not pay tithes to the miniders ? So I (hewed him out 
of the Scriptures, the law was ended that gave tithes, 
and the priedhood changed that received them, by 
the coming and fuffering of Chrid, who had fettled 
a mmidry on better terms, and ordered them a main- 
^nance; he would know, what maintenance the 
miniders muft have ? I told him, * Chrid's allowance j' 
and I diewed him from the Scriptures what it was, 
as the Lord opened them to me, by his Spirit and 
Power that was me, which gave me wifdom and ut- 
tcmccy and kt home what I iaid to their undcr# 
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ftanijings. There were three bilhops prefcnt, and 
not one of them replied in all this difcourfe, thotigh 
fo nearly concerned in it. In the conclufion, the 
lord lieutenant bid God blefs us ; ' adding, we fhould 
not fuffer for not going to their publick worfhip^ 
neither for going to our meetings. Now this quieted 
the prieft, and it foon went abroad, that the Quakers 
had the liberty of their religion, which was a great 
cafe to friends, for we had- been often imprifoned, 
and had much goods taken from us on that account/ 

In the year 1 666 a certain perfon, who afterwards 
became very confpicuous for his good fervices both 
to the church and to mankind in general, viz. William 
Penn was convinced ; his father, fir William Penn^ 
then vice-admiral of England, having committed to 
his care and management a confiderable eftate in this 
kingdom, which occafioned his coming hither ; and 
being informed that Thomas Loe was to be at a 
meeting in Cork, he went to hear him ; who began 
his declaration with thefe words ; " There is a faith 
that overcomes the world, and there is a faith that is 
overcome by the world ; upon which fubjeft he 
enlarged with great cleamefs and energy ; and by 
the living and powerful teftimony of this man (which 
had made fome imprefEon upon his fpirit ten years 
before) he was now thoroughly convinced, and after- 
wards conftantly attended the meetings of the people 
called Quakers, even through the heat of perfecution. 

On the 3d of the Ninth month, 1667, being again 
at a meeting at Cork, he, with many others, was 
apprehended and carried before the mayor, who ob* 
ferving that his drefs difcovered not the Quaker, 
would have fet hira at liberty, upon bond for his 
good behaviour ; which he refufing, was, with about 
eighteen others, committed to prifon. He had, 
during his abode in Ireland, contrafted an intimate 
acquaintance with many of the nobility and gentry, 
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and, being now a prilbncr, wrote the following 

fetter 

To the Earl of Orrery, Lor^Prefideiit of Manftcr. 

* The occafion may feem as ftrange as rtif canfe i^ 
juft ; but your lorduiip will no lefs exprcfs your 
charity in the one, than your juftice in the other. 

Religion, which is at once my crime, and mincf 
innocence, makes me a prifonet to a mayor's malice, 
but mine own freeman ; for being in the alTcmbly of 
the people called Quakers, there came feveral con- 
ftables backM with foldiers, rudely and arbitrarily 
requiring every man's appearance before the mayor, 
and amongft others violently haled me with them. 
Upon my coming before" him, he charged me for 
being prefent at a tumultuous and riotous affembly, 
and unlefs I would give bond for my good behaviour, 
who challenge the world to accufe me juftly with the 
contrary, he would commit me. . I aflced for hisi 
authority ; for I humbly conceive without an aft of 
parliament, or an aft of ftate, it might be juftly 
termed too much officioufnefs. His anfwer was, A 
proclamatbn in the year i66o^ and new inftruftiohs 
to revive that dead and antiquated order. I leave 
your lordfhip to be judge if that proclamation relates 
to this concernment : that only was deligned ta 
fupprefs fifth-monarchy killing fpirits ; and mice the 
king's lord lieutenant and yourfelf, being fully per- 
fuaded the intention of thefe called Quakers by their 
meetings, was really the fervice of God, have there- 
fore manifefted a repeal by a long continuance of 
freedom, I hope your lordfliip will not now begin 
an unufual feverlty, by indulging fo much malice in 
one whofe aftions favour ill with his nearcft neigh- 
bours, but that there may be a fpeedy releafement 
to all for attending their honeft callings, with the 
cnjoymenir of their families, and not to be longer 
fcparated from both. 

Vol. III. H 



Digitized by 



Google 



ir4 'I^HE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE 

And though to diffcnt from a national fyftem, im- 
pofed by authority, renders men hereticks, yet I 
dare believe your lordfliip is better read in reafon 
and theology, than to fubfcribe a maxim fo vulgar 
and untrue ; for imagining mod vifible conftitutions 
of religious governi^^ent, fuitcd to the nature and 
genius of a civil empire, it cannot be efteemed herefy, 
but to fcare a multitude from fuch enquiries as may 
create divifions fatal to a civil policy, an^ therefore at 
worft deferves only the name of difturbers. 

But I prefume, my lord, the acquaintance you have 
had with other countries, mull needs have fumifhed 
you with this infallible obfervation, that diverfities 
of faith and worfbip contribute not to the diflurbance 
of any place, where moral uniformity is barely requi- 
fitc to prefervc the peace. It is not long fince you 
were a good folicitor for the liberty I now crave, 
and concluded no way fo cffeftual to improve or ad- 
vantage this country, as to difpenfe with freedom in 
thmgs relating to confcience ; and I fuppofe were it 
riotous or tumultuary, as by fome vainly imagine^, 
your lordfiiip's inclination, as well as duty, would 
entertain a very remote opinion. My humble 
fupplication therefore to you is^ that fo malicious and 
injurious a practice to innocent Engliflimen, may not 
receive any countenance or encouragement from your 
lordlhip ; for as it is contrary to the praftice elfe- 
where, and a bad argument to invite Englifh hither, 
fo, with fubmiflion, will it not refemble that clemency 
and Englifh fpirit, that hath hitherto, made you 
honourable. 

If in this cafe I may have ufed too great a liberty, 
it is my fubjeft, nor fhall I doubt your pardon, fince 
by your authority I exped a favour, which never 
will be ufed unworthy an honefl man, and 

Your Lordlhip's faithful, &c. 

«W.Pcnn/ 
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His reqneft in the letter, fo far a^ related to himfelf, 
xiras quickly granted, for the earl forthwith ordered 
his difcharge. 

His late imprifonment was fo faf' from terrifying, 
that it ftrengthened him in his refolution of a clofer 
union with that people, whofc religious innocence 
was the only crime they fuffered for. And now his 
more open joining with the Quakers, brought himfelf 
under that reproachful name. 

From the year 1665 to 1668, -it doth not appear 
(hat Friends were under any great fufFerings, except 
by the priefts, on account of tithes, &c. but the 
number of friends increafcd, and they gained credit 
by their faithfulnefs, and fcveral new meetings were 
fettled, whereof an account is given in due place 
hereafter. 

And now the number of friends being become gteat, 
the neceffity of church-government and difcipline did 
more and more appear ; and the weight thereof did 
reft upon fome, and chiefly upon W. E. whom the 
Lord hath been pleafed to honour, as the chief in- 
ftrument in this land, for the fpreading of truth 
and preferving friends faithful therein ; fo that pro- 
vincial meetings were fet up to be held once in fix 
Weeks, and thcfc were prior to the monthly meetings 
(even as the quarterly meetings in England were 
alfo prior to the monthly meetings there) ; and 
thofe affairs which have fmce fallen under the cogni- 
zance of monthly- meetings, were tranfafted at the. 
provincial njeetings, becaufe in thofe times of infancy 
and fufferings the mutual help and advice of brethren 
affembled from different parts was neceffary, when 
particular meetings were frequently but fmall and 
weak. The chief bufinefs of thefe meetings was to 
take care of the poor, fatherlcfs, and widows ; that 
marriages fhould be decently and orderly accomplifhcd 

• See Pcnn's Works, Vol. L. 
H 2 
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according to the exam|^ of Holy Scripture, that 
jufUce and equity upon all occaiions might be praftifcd 
by fuch as frequented our affcmblies ; and whereas 
feme of thcfc did not walk confiftently with their ^ 
profeiBon, it was neceflary that the judgment of 
truth might be exercifed on fuch, in order that the 
Chriftian reputation of the fociety might be maintained 
and prefervcd. 

Thus was good order and difcipline introduced in 
diis kingdom, which was further confirmed, and 
monthly meetings and national half-year's meetings, 
were eftabliftied here upon the arrival of George Fox, 
in the following year. 

In the mean-time, in the year 1668, died that 
eminent minifter of Chrift, Thomas Loe, concerning 
whom the friends of Ireland have left the following 
tcftimony: 

* He was a man of an excellent gift, found, clcar^ 
and powerful in his miniftry, elegant in fpeech, fliarp 
and quick in his underftanding^ and his teftimony 
was very convincing, to the flopping the mouths of 
gainfayers. Much people flocked after him ; many 
friends up and down this nation received their con* 
vinccmcnt by hkn, and many were by hhn confirmecl 
in the Truth. He was often in meetings engaged 
by priefts and oppofers of truth,^ in vhjch exercife 
he was^ as a fharp threfliing inftrumcnt in the hand of 
the Lord to confound them. Inconverfation he wa:s 
fwcet and pleafant, • and fympathizing with friends 
under affli&ions, in which ftate, yea,, and- in all ftates, 
he had a word in feafon to adminiftcr. He travelled 
this land very much, vifiting it feveral times fix)m 
England, and was feva*al times a prifoner for his 
teftimony to the truth. He was freely given up 
to fpcnd and be fpent in the fervice of the gofpel; 
and in his laft vifit to Ireland, his natural ftrength 
was much impaired j after which when his fervice 
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was fipiflicd, he returned to England, and laid down 
the body at London in great peace, finging praifes to 
the JLord oa his death-bed :' whereof a more minute 
account may be feen in the firft part of Piety 
Promotedi 

The county of Wicklow, which had been formerly 
irifiied by Thomas Loe and John Edwards, was this 
year, 1669, vifited again by J.Haydock and fome other 
friends, who had good fervice ; "^Thomas Trafford, the 
Penrofes and fome others being convinced; and fomc 
lime after a meeting was fettled at Thomas Trafford* s 
houfe at Garrymore ; but Acfaid Thomas removing 
to Wicklow, ibmc time after, it pleafcd the Lord to 
give him a fhare in the miniftry, and the meeting wa$ 
kept there. 

This year ( 1 669) alfo came over from England in the 
fcrvicc of truth John Kilbume, who had good fuccefs, 
and Roger Roberts particulariy was convinced by 
iys miniftry. ^ 

The fame year alfo was memorable for the arrival 
of that eminent minlfter and elder in the church, 
^ecrgc Fox, who together with Robert Lodge, James 
Lancailer, Thortias Briggs, and John Stubbs, landed 
at Dublin, and had a large meeting there on a week- 
day, and thence paffed on to other parts, and ha4 
great fervice both among friends and other people. 

After the conclufion of one of their meetings (ome 
Papifts who had been prefent, were angry and raged 
much : whereof when George Fox heard, he fent for 
one of them, but he refufcd to come to him, where- 
upon George fent a challenge to him with all the 
friars, monks, priefts, and jefuits to come forth and 
try their god and their chrift, which they had made 
of their bread and wine, but no anfwer could he got 
from them, wherefore he told them they were worfc 
than the priefts of Baal : for Baal's priefts tried their 
wooden god, but thcfe durft not try their god 9f 

H 3 
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bread and wine, and Baal's priefts did not eat their 
god as they did, and then make another.* 

George Fox in his journal gives the following ac- 
count of this vifit: 

' The priefts and magiftrates were envious, but the 
Lord difappointed their counfcls, and gave us many 
fweet and bleffed opportunities to vifit friends and 
fpread truth in that nation. Meetings were large, 
friends coming to them far and near : many were 
reached, and convinced and gathered to the truth, 
and friends greatly refrefhed. Oh the brokennefs 
that was among them in the flowings of life ! fo that 
in the power and fpirit of the Lord many together 
broke out into fmging with audible f voices.* 

The faid George Fox had a Angular gift in church 
difcipline, and having in the year 1667 recommended 
the fetting up of monthly meetings throughout Eng- 
land, he in the year 1668 wrote to Ireland and other 
countries, advifing friends to fettle the like meetings 
there alfo, and afterwards vifited thofe countries in 
perfon, f and particularly this kingdom this year) and 
afliftcd them in fettling their men. and women's meet- 
ings, and at Dublin he recommended the holding 
their men and women's meetings every two weeks, 
which hath been continued ever fincc ; and the ge- 
neral meetings, confifting of fome from each province, 
were concluded to be held half-yearly, on the* Third 
and Ninth months^ the firft appointed meeting of 
which fort was in the Third month, 1670, and this 
fettlement remains unto this day. | 

In thofe early days there ^as little more done at 
thofe general meetings than collefting the fufFerings 
of friends for confcicnce-fake, and making a record 
thereof with the caufcs aUedged, and by whofe order 

•This faA may ferve abundantly to manif^ft the abfurdity of a fcandal 
which fome would aifix on the Ordinal Quakers, as having been Jefuits ia 
4ifguife, as it likewi£e (hews that they are one witli other found FroteftantSu 
in renouncing the idolatry of the church of Rome. 

I S^e Gcor|^e Fox's Journal, ^ Altprcd to a yearly meeting; in 1793. 
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and on whofe account j and if any friends were in 
prifon^ to endeavour to make proper application for 
their releafe. 

But in procefs of time many other weighty affairs, 
refpefting good order and difcipline in the church, 
became the fubjefts of their confideration in thefe 
meetings ; and indeed friends of this nation became 
juftly conipicuous by their zeal and diligence in the 
exercife hereof, and the fame good fpirit led both 
them and their brethren in England into the •fam« 
wholefome rules fo excellent in themfelves, and fo 
highly conducive to the prefcrvation of a ChrilUan 
community. 

But to return to George Fox; after he had tra« 
veiled over feveral parts of the nation and vifited 
friends in their meetings for bufinefs as well as wor- 
Ihip, and recommended the fettlement of meetings 
of difcipline as above, and had anfwered feveral 
papers and writings from monks, friars, and Proteft- 
ant priefts (who were enraged againft him) he, with 
Robert Lodge, Thomas Biiggs, &c. returned for 
England, parting with friends in much tendernefs and 
brokennefs in the fenfe of the heavenly life and power 
that was manifefted among them. 

This year (1669) alfo Solomon Eccles was put into 
prifon at Galway, by an occafion fomewhat extraordi- 
nary. His zeal was fo great that what he judged evil he 
oppofed with the hazard of his life, an inftance of which' 
occurred in a ftrahge aftion he perfornied in a chapel 
of the Papifts without the faid town of Galway, 
where he went naked above his waift with a chafing- 
difh of coals and burning brimftone upon his head^ 
and entered the chapel, when all the people were on 
their knees praying to their idol,* and fpoke as fol- 
loweth : « Woe to thefe idolatrous worfhippers : 
God hath fent me this day to warn you and to fliew 
you what will be your portion except you repent j* 

♦ Or images^ 
H4 
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which when he h^^ doine, he went away to the town, 
where he was prefently made a prifoner;* 

Another tranfaftion of the faid Solomon Ecclcs 
recorded by the fame hiftorian, A. D. 1670. and a 
memorable inftance of his zeal againll tirtie-ferving, 
was as follows : the faid Solomon going into the 
cathedral at Cork, found there Benjamin Crofs 
preaching in a furplice, who having formerly been a 
rre&yterian preacher m Dorfetfhire, had there faid, 
that he had rather go to the ftake and be burnt, than 
put on a furplice. This prieft (now become a turn- 
coat for gain) haying finifhcd hi? fcrmon and con- 
cluded with a prayer, Solomon Eccles declared tliap 
thp prayer of the wicked is an abomination to the 
jLord, and knowing the ckceitfulnefs of the faid prieft, 
anid that he was an apoftate, added thefc words : 
f What fhall be done to the man that makes fiiip- 
wjecjt of a good confcience ?'* For this he was taken 
and copimitted to- prifon by the mayor, where being 
kept ten days, he was accufed as a vagabond, and, 
without examination, whipped through the ftreet§ of 
Cork, from north-gate to fouth-gatc, and, having re- 
j:eived abopx ninety ftripes, was expelled, 

Befides the above-mentioned, feveral other friends 
alfo this year vifited this nation in the fcrvicfe of 
truth, viz. Thomas Janny and John Abraham ; and 
John Burnyeat landed here a third time and had 
blefted fervice in Dublin and other parts of thp 
i^ation ; and thus by the bleffing of the Lor4 upon 
the labours of his minifters, many In divers parts of 
the nation were cpnvinced of the truth, and joined 
with friends. • 

This year (1669) alfo Anthony Sharp came from 
England and 'fettled in Dublin, who was very fervice- 
able m many refpefts to friends, and after fome time 
received a gift in the miriillry. See the teftimoPf 
•concerning him A. D. 170^6. 
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CHAPTER II. 

from the fettlement of Churcb-dtfcipline to the end (f 
the troubles under King yames IL The progrefs 
and increafe of Friends in aflate offuffering. Their 
peculiar zeal andjieadinefs tn kfeping up their Meet- 
ingsfor Divine' worfhip in a time of perfecufioti whilfl 
other diffenters fled. The fiate 6f Friends under 
King Janjes IL and their wonderful prefervation 
during the troubles. Summary accounts of the lives^ 
charoBers^ and Chrifiian experiences cf divers rf 
their eminent minifiers interfperfed. 

Bufferings ftill attended friends, on divers ac« 
counts, particularly for bearing their teftimony 
againft the antichriftian oppreffion of tithes^ for re* 
fufing to fwear, for not obferving the days called 
holy-days, and frequently for mere.inceting together 
peaceably to worfhip God, on which account they 
fuffered imprifonment and lines. 

William Penn, whp was here this year, did fre- 
quently vifit his friends in prifon, and hold meetings 
with them, omitting.no opponunity he had with thofc 
.W authority to fojicit on their behalf j and as the 
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Ninth month national iriecting was this year held at 
his lodgings in Dublin, an account of friends' fufFer- 
ings was there drawn up by way of addrefs, which 
hep refented to the lord-lieutenant,* whereupon an 
order of council was obtained' for the releafe of 
thofe that were imprifoned. 

For a more minute account of the fufFerings of 
friends on the above-mentioned and other occafions, 
I muft refer my reader to the Account of the Suffer- 
ings of the People called Quakers in Ireland, from 
the year 1655 to the end of the reign of King 
George I. publifhed in Dublin, 1731. 

The following inftancc however of the innocency 
of the fufferers on the one hand, and of the feverity 
of the perfecutors on the other, I Ihall here infert, 
viz. 

Blanch Holden and Margaret Trotter, two very 
poor women', for going to the publick worfliip-houfe 
at Lifnegarvy, alias Lilburn in the county. of Antrim, 
on the day called Chriftmas-day, and faying thefe or 
the like words, ' Let them that keep a day, keep it to 
the Lord,' were fined by judge Kennedy, at the affizes 
at Carrickfergus, one hundred marks each, and com- 
jnitted to Carrickfergus gaol, where they continued 
prifoners above two years. 

This year John Banks, from Pardfhaw in Cumber- 
land, came into Ireland a fecond time, having in the 
foregoing year vifited the northern parts of the nation 
in company with our ancient friend John TifEn : he 
landed in Dublin the Third month, the morning the 
half-year's meeting began ; and on the following 
Seventh-day of the week, in purfuance of a particu- 
lar exercife tipon his fpirlt to go to a certain place 
fouthward from .Dublin, in. order to have a meeting 
there the next Firft-day of the week, he went from 
Dublin to Wicklow, where no meeting of friends had 
been kept before* He, accompanied' by two friends, 
went to an inn that night, and gave notice that he 

* John Lord Bcrkly, Btroa Stratton* 
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intended to hVve a meeting in that town next day, 
being the Firft day of the week : fo the report foon 
fprea4 among the people, that an Englifli Quaker 
was come to preach there : and there was a mighty 
noife of it in the place, the people being ftirred up 
by the prieft ; and the governor, one Hamraan, lived 
at the caftle, where a garrifon of foldiers was then 
kept : the following part of this narrative I fliall 
give in the faid John Bank's own words from hit 
journal, viz. 

* When I was ready to go from the inn where wc 
lodged, the landlady laid to me,' ' For God's fake 
go not along the ftreet, for there is a guard of mut 
keteers waiting at the crofs to take you, I will (hew 
you a back way ;' I faid, * I accept of thy love, but 
I muft not go any private way, but along the town*, 
ftreet, for I have a teftimony to bear for the Lord, 
in love to the fouls of people/ So by that time 
wc were well fat downy before my mouth was 
opened, came a ferjeant with a halbcrt and a guard 
of mulketeers, and faid to me, I muft go along with 
him to the governor. I anfv«rered, * What authority 
haft thou to take me ? if thou haft a warrant fo to 
do, I (hall go/ He held out his halbcrt, and faid, 
* This is my warrant.* I faid, * You need not to 
liave come to us with your fwords and guns, as thofe 
that came againft Chrift, with fwords and ftaves ; wc 
arc known to be a peaceable people : howbeit I Ihafl 
go with thee.* So they took me to a houfc where 
was the prieft, his wife, the governor, &c. The 
prieft was in a great rage when I came in, and faid 
to the governor, ' Sir, this is the deceiver, this is the 
deluder that is come from England, to delude the 
people here, I hope you will do juftice and execute 
the law.' ITie governor being pretty moderate faid 
nothing for fome time — and the people b^ing in an 
uproar preffed in at the door, and I being willing to 
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let the pric/l rage on a Iktle, till he had foraething 
yented himfelf, that he might he more manifeft to the 
people, at laft faid to him, « Thoa fayeft I am a de- 
ceiver and a deluder :' He anfwered in a great fury, 
* So thou art, (o thou art :' but I faid, ' Have patience, 
and let thy moderation appear umo all meuj and 
liear what I have to fay to clear myfelf frcwn thy 
falfe accufation j for I fhall not take thy affertion 
for proof: I have had patience to hear thee; art 
thou a minifter of Chrift?* ' Yes,' faid he, * I am/ 
1 replied, * but if I prove thee a liar, as by the wit- 
nefs of thifr people thou art; (in charging me with 
what thou canft bring no proof for) and i{ fo, thou 
art out of the doftrine of Chriftj and fo no minifter 
of Ghrift, but of anticlirift, and fo of thy father the 
devil, and therefore thou art the deceiver and the 
deluder of the people/ Upon which the prieft's 
mouth 'Was ftoppe4/ 

At^ then John had an opportunity of declaring 
jruth to the people; yet the governor committed 
him and two more to prifon : but the gaoler was 
favourable, and gave them the liberty of a room, 
where the people followed, and John preached the 
way of life and falvatton to the?ft^ in and through 
Jefus Ghrift, by believing in his pure light, and 
walking anfwerabk to the teachings of his grace, 
^nd reproof of his Holy Spirit ; by which they might 
receive power to become the fons of God, and feve- 
«1 were convinced that day, and received truth in 
the loye of it. He was kept in prifon three days, 
where there was a great refort of people to fee him, 
and to difcourfe about the principles of religion, 
-Then he returned to Dublin, and from thence tra« 
veiled into the North, vifiting friends there ; and on 
his return to Dublin he went to Wicklow again, 
there being a letter from thence fignifying that the 
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people dcfircd another meeting, which, notwithffand- 
ing the oppofiiion of the prieft, was held there peace- 
ably; and although the prieft, as foon as he had 
opportunity, began to profecute and imprifon friends 
for tithes, and fuch like things, and got fcveral put 
into prifon that came to vifit that place, yet truth 
profpered, and a meeting was fet up in that town, 
and ftill continufeth. 

This year (1672) died in Cork, Sufanha Mitchell^ 
of that city : fhe- was a zealous faithful fervant of the 
Lord for many years till her deceafe, and often bore a 
publick teftimony to God's everlafting truth beford 
magiftrares, priefts, and people ; for which (he was 
often a fufFereif in bonds, and rejoiced to be found 
worthy. 

This year (1673) friends addreffcd the lord-lieute- 
nant* and council for relief from their fufferings on 
many occafions, and particularly this, that whereas they 
durft not on any account take an oath j as being forbid- 
den by Chrift, wicked men laid hold on this their 
confcientious fcruplc to enfnare and defraud them, by 
caufmg them to be fubpoenaed into chancery, where 
their anfwer^ without an oath would not be admitted ; 
for inftance, in the county of Wexford, Thomas 
Holme having about 2ocl. due to him from captain 
Thomhill, for which judgment was obtained againft 
him in common law, was fubpoensed into chancery by 
the faid Thornhill) where he Well knew Thomas 
could not anfwer upon oath, and fo this friend loft 
his debt: and in Dublin, James Fade having about 
40I. dtifc to him from one Ezekiel Webb, was By the 
iaid Webb fubpdenaed into chancery, and becaufe the 
friend could not give in his' anfwer upon o^th, he 
not only loft the faid debt, but was conftrairied tb 
give above 70I. to get clear of the debtor : and in* 
deed this iniquity continued in praflice, and friends 
were t^sipoki to fufferingaf oh this account, even^mitil 

» Arthur, Lwd-Capd,. Earl of Mcx, 
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the reign of our late gracious fovereign George the 
Firft, when they were delivered from this yoke of 
oppreiSon.* 

About the fame time friends met with great 
trouble and exercifc at Cork, Dublin, and feveral 
ether places, by reafon of divers perfons that were 
gone into the loofe and fooliih imaginations of 
Muggleton and others, and perverted into loofenefs 
and itidulgencc of their carnal wills and affcftions 
from the crofs of Chrift and fclf-denial ; but truth 
prevailed, and God gave an underftanding to place 
judgment upon them. 

This year (1675) and about the fifty-fifth of his age, 
died Robert Sandham, of Youghal, a faithful elder, 
though not a minifter. He was born at Woodcutt near 
Petworth, in the pariih of GrafFom and county of 
Sulfex, A. p. 1620, was of a pious difpofiiion from his 
youthj^tid joined himfelf in fociety with the ftrifteft fort 
of Baptiils, who were a perfecuted and tender people at 
tliat time ; amongft whom he underwent great niock- 
ings, ftonings in the ftreets, &c. and was very zealous 
in their way, travelling up and down on foot with 
iheir minifters, infomuch that he obtained the name 
of young Timothy ; but in procefs of time finding, 
that this people whilft they adhered to the form, had 
too much loft the power that he firft found among 
them, his anxious foul panted after fome further 
manifcftation, and a clofcr communion with his Maker. 

In the year 1650 he came from England a lieute- 
nant in colonel Sanders's regiment of foot, and arrived 
at Youghal, and in the year 1562, took to wife 
Deborah Baker of that town, then an Anabaptift, 
afterwards a faithful friend, of whom hereafter. He 
was convinced in the year 1655, by the miniftry of a 
woman, viz- Elizabeth Fletcher, who piceached in 
the ftreets at Youghal. In, the year 1661 he waa 
impriibned at Cork> for not fwcaring when fummoncd 

• Sec the year X719. . 
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to be on a jury, and was fined five pounds, for which 
he had a horfe taken from him of more than twice 
that value. 

In the year 1662, he was in great doubt whether 
he fliould fettle at Cork or Youghal. Cork yielded 
him a profpeft of the greatefl advantage as to the 
riches of this world, but Youghal was the place 
where itfeemed to him he fliould be the moft fervice- 
able as a Chriftian, the meeting there being then 
but fmall and weak, and upon fome late occafion 
grown weaker ; whereas Cork meeting was ftronger, 
having many faithful friends belonging to it : under 
this confideration he gave up in faith to dwell in 
Youghal, trufting in God's providence as to his 
wordly fupport. In the year 1663, a meeting. was 
fettled at his houfe ; but perfecurion followed ; a 
centinel beipg fet at his door to keep friends out, 
and their meetings were broken up by guards of 
foldiers, and Matthew Appleyard the governor, 
commanded him with his family to leave the town j 
but being a freeman, he afTerted his liberty as fuch, 
and refufed to obey the governor's unjuft command. 
The faid governor however, forcibly fena: him away 
with a guard of foldiers on foot (not fuffering him 
to ride his own horfe, though he defired it, being 
under fome bodily infirmity), to Charleville, a jour- 
ney of twenty-four miles, there to appear before 
Roger Boyle, lord prefident of Munfter, afterwards 
earl of Orrery, who when he had read his accufanon, 
finding him charged with nothing except concerning 
the law of his God, immediately fet him at liberty ; 
and he returned to Youghal, and continued to dwell 
there, undergoing with patience and courage, the 
reproaches and fufferings that attended him for the 
exercife of a good confcience ; and a meeting was 
conftandy kept at his houfe whilfl he lived, and after 
his death, at his widow's, until a meeting-houfe was 
built in that town, which was in the year i68i. He 
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was juft in his dealings among men, of a benevolent , 
ipirit, ready to do good to all, elpecially thofe of the 
houfehold of faith ; zealous and firm in his teftimony 
for Truth, againfl: apoftates, backfliders, and falfe 
brethren, and particularly againft the erroneous and; 
Wafphemous principles of LodowickMuggleton, which 
prevailed- on fome, to their utter fofs as to truih- 
He was a ffiarp reprover of diforderly atd ilnfaithftil 
v^alkers^, but a help to, and a ftrengthener of weak 
brethren and the young convinced, by fuitable counfel. 
He died in a fenfible and refigned frame of fpirit. 

This year(i676) Oliver Sanfomvifited friends in the 
work of the miniftry, from whofe journal the follow- 
mg paffage will ferve. to give the reader a juft idea 
of the devout difj5ofition of friends in thofe days, viz^ 

* The general half-year*s meeting at Dublin, began 
on the Fourth-day of the week, at the ninth hour in 
the morning, and the meeting for worfliip continued 
until after the firft hour. About an hour after,, 
friends met again in order to confider of the affairs 
of the church: but the power of the Lord brake 
forth fo mightily among friends in many teftimonies, 
prayers and praifes to the Lord, that there was Ti9 
time to enter upon bufinefs that day, and fo the 
meeting broke up. Next morning the meeting began 
again abbut the ninth hour, and continued until near 
tlie third hour in the afternoon, and a precious hea- 
venly time it was. Then adjourning for one hour, 
friends came together again to go upon the bulinefs 
of the meeting : but then again the Lord^s power 
mightily appeared, whereby many mouths were opened 
to declare of the goodnefs of the Lord, and to offer 
xxp prayers and praifes to him, which took up the 
time of the meeting of that day alfo, fo that very 
little could be done as touching bufinefs. 

But early next morning friends went about the bufinefs 
of the meeting, and continued at it the greateftp«irt of 



Digitized by 



Google 



P£OPLE CALLED QUAKERS. 1 29 

that day, and the next day aUb, when it was concluded, 
viz. on the Seventh-day of the week, m the evening, 
having been generally carried on in much unity and 
harmony.* 

The faid friend further relates, that befides fcvcral 
publick meetings for worfhip, and fome at friends 
houfes in Dublin, a meeting was alfo appointed for 
him at Chappel-izod, and held to good latisfa£tion, 
and another again a little while afterwards in the 
fame place. He ftaid four months in Ireland, and 
travelled 950 miles. 

This year? i678)befides feveral friends fromEngland, 
one Katharine Norton, alias McLaughlin, travelled 
this nation in the fervice of truth. Her maiden name 
was McLaughlin ; ihe was bom of Iriih parents of 
account in or near Colerain ; and was fent to London- 
derry for cducaticMi, where flie remained for fomc 
time. When ihe was fixteen years of age, there 
came a Ihip to Derry to take in paflengers for Bar* 
badoes, which ihe embarked in and landed in that 
ifland, where (he was married ; and fome time after, 
that ifland being vifited by George Fox and fome 
others, fhe was convinced by their miniftry; and 
afterwards became an able minifter, and in or about 
this year, 1678, came on truth's fervice into the 
kingdom of Ireland. She vifited friends meetings 
in the North; preached in Lurgan market on a 
market-day in Irifti; had feveral meetings near Cole- 
rain, where her relations lived, and feveral difputes 
on the account of truth, which got the viftory; 
from whence (he travelled to Armagh, Cavan, the 
Moate of Granoge ; and had feveral meetings there 
and elfewhere, to the fatisfaftion and edification of 
friends ; and fome time after (he travelled to Dublin, 
and took (hipping for England. She was well qualified 
for the fervice, being of a found judgment, large in 
tcftimony, of a good utterance, had of her own to 
dilbribute, and did not make the gofpel chargeable. 
Vol. III. I 
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This year ( 1 67^) Jodith floulby was here inTruth^s 
fcrvicc, and being moved to go to Londondcny, having 
a particular meilage to that place, fhe publiihed the 
fame in their publick worlhip-houfe, and for fo doing 
Was imprifoncd ; but committed to writing, and lerr 
trith them, the following lines : 

A few words as a .warning from the Lord to the 
Inhabitants (^Londonderry, and aUb to th^ whdc. 
nation of Irekind. 

* Oh, repent, repent ! for a terrible day from the 
tord is approkchirig, wherein the hearts of many 
fliall foil, terror fhall lay hold upon them, but they 
that fetr the Lord ihall daily renew their ftf ength. 
My bowels ate troubled, I am pained as one to bt 
delivered, or as one whom wine hath overcome, 
becaufe of the Lord, and becanfe of the word of hit 
holinefs. Thus feith the Lord, ** HbW long will you 
Icorners delight in fcoming, and you that hate know- 
ledge harden yourfelves agamft God*s reproof?** 
God's day is come, and woe to all the workers of 
iniquity. Woe is me; woe is me; for the mifery 
that is coming upon you. Your wound is hslrd 
<o be cured; your phyficians are phyficians of n9 
value; your watchmen arc watchmen of the nightL 
Oh nation, thy teachers have deceived thee, diey 
bave fpoken a divination of then: own brain, and not 
from the mouth of the Lord ; they have cried Peace, 
4^eace, when indeed, as the Scripture faith, *' there 
h tio peace to the wicked/* The meftnger of the 
new covenant hath been I'ejeSed by you, who hath 
long waited to be gracious. How hath the vifitation 
of his love been founded forth in yotir markets and 
in your ftreets ? But now the herald of God's wrath, 
a noife of confufion, terror, and amazement, is even 
ready to enter into your borders ; a bitter cup widi* 
^ut mixture the Lord is handio^ forth unto the 
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nations, and you mud drink it, except high and loW^ 
rich and poor, repent fpcediiy. Oh, is there none 
to intercede for you, is there none to iland in the 
gap and (tpp the judgment, and (lay the deftroying 
angel, who is ready with the fword in his hand to 
execute God's fierce wrath upon the nations; and 
though you have driven furioufly againfl the Lord, 
and agaii^ his appearance in his people, the Lord 
God will ftrike off your chariot-whcds ; and that 
which is the joy, and conjfort, apd fatisfaftion of 
God's people, will be your woe and torment ; it 
will he in you as a worm that will never die, it will 
gnaw you in your inward parts, and it will be in 
you as a fire that can never be quenched, until you 
know that the Mod High rules in the kingdom of 
men, and gives them to whomfoeyer he pleafeth. 
And you, O friends, who are put in power to be 
governors of this nation, O exercife it for God, and" 
while you have a day, prize it, left that your power 
be given to others, and then the Scriptures be ful- 
filled upon you, where God faith, " I called, and ye 
refufed ; I h^ve ftretched forth my hand, and no man 
regarded ; therefore will I laugh at your calamity, 
and mock whe|[>„your fear cpmeih ;" when tribulation 
fhall come upon, you as an armed maifi, then fhall 
ye call, but the Lord will not anfwcr, ye Ihall feek 
him early, but ihall not find him, and then fliaU ye 
know that I have not written thefe lines of myfclf, 
but the Lord God hath fent me to proclaim thefe 
things in your ears. 

* Judith Boulby/ 

. 7th Month, 1679. 

This year (i 680) died WilliamMorris of Caftlcfalem 
in the county of Cork ; who, though a man of great 
parts and wifdom, was convinced of truth by a weak 
inftrument. He was ferviceable upon manv occafions 
with the government in appearing on behalf of fuffer- 
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ing friends^ though he was alfo divers times a fuflfercr 
in bonds for his teftimony. He wrote an excellent 
fhort treatife entitled, Tithes no Gofpel Ordinance.* 

This year (1682) friends of the three provinces made 
coUeftions^^^md remitted to London the fum of 333L 
to be applied to the redemption of certain friends that 
were captives in Algiers, in conjunftion with money 
co]le£led in England for the fame purpofe ; and 28 iL 
was fubfcribed here for the fame ufe, in the year 1 686. 

In the fame year (1682) Benjamin Bangs landed 
in Dublin, and travelled up and down in the work 
of the gofpel, and had great and good fervice, many 
being convinced by means of his miniftry. At Antrim, 
a place of great profeffion, he had a meeting in the 
evening, to which a great many came, and fome with 
a defign to oppofe him. The place was not large 
enough to contain the people; which occafioned thofe 
without to be irery noify and turbulent, fome of the 
ruder fort pelting them with bits of dirt and turf, 
whilft Benjamin was preaching : upon which he made 
a full ftop, which occafioned a general filence ; and 
after a little time he faid, * I underftand this is a 
place of great profeffion of religion ; I am forry to 
fee fo much irreligion as appears amongft you at this 
time, through your rude behaviour. It is not long 
fince I came out of my native country, and I think 
it will not be long ere I return again, and dicn what 
'fhall I fay of you to your poor fuflFering brethren in 
England ?* He relates that there was a dread upon 
them when he fpoke thefe words, which alfo affeded 
thofe prefent, fgr many of them trembled and their 
faces gathered palenefs. Upon which he advifed 
them, if they had any regard to the reputation of 
religion, to enquire after thofe that were the occa- 
fion of thefe diforders ; for that fuch behaviour was 
bafe and fcandalous } and moreover he was moved 

f See a farthtr iccooDt in 16569 page 204. 
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to fay, that " the time draws nigh that you will be 
blown away like chafF before the furamcr threfhing- 
floor, and the place of your meeting will not be 
found." After this fome cried out in a Scottifli tone, 
* We be all afliamed j ' and getting out of the houfe, 
enquired after thofe that were the occafion of the 
diforders. Some lads they got and beat ; others that 
abfconded they took the names of: after which they 
had a folemn good meeting, the IFvely fenfe of the 
love of God reached to the hearts of many prcfent, 
and the meeting ended well. At this meeting was a 
young man, a Papift and fervant to William Wilkinfon, 
convinced, as were many more elfewhere in the North, 
' &c. He travelled through UUter, ^nd feveral parts 
of Munfter and Leinfter, where he had many meet- 
ings, having departed from Dublin the 14th of the 
Ninth, and returned thither again the 25th of the . 
Firft month, 1683. 

After the conclufioii of the following Third month's 
half-year's meeting, he intended to have returned to 
England ; and in order to it had fold his horfe, and 
prepared for the voyage, but the wind proving con- 
trary, he could not get off; and befides, he found 
fome ftop in himfelf, a further fervice being prefentcd 
to his view, to which he gave up, though much 
contrary to his inclinatiouy viz. It fell with fome 
. weight upon him to have a meeting at Tralee in the 
county of Kerry, where William Bingley had been : 
accordingly he fet out from Dublin the 17th of the 
Third month, taking meetings in the way, and went 
to Cork, and from thence to Tralee, a journey of 
one hundred and fifty-eight miles, accompanied by 
John Hammond, Thomas Wight, and fome others. 
He had a comfortable opportunity at Tralee, many 
heans were tendered, the Lord's prefence attending 
and helping them ; and after the meeting ended, the 
people withdrew in a; folemn and peaceable manner, 
P, White, a man of note in the town, came and 
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offered them his houfc to meet in, w.hich they kindly 
accepted, as alfo of his invitation to dine with him 
next day, and parted with him in much friendftiip. 
After this he viuted fcveral meetings in Lcinfter pro- 
vince, and went to the North again. As he was 
going from Antrim to the Grange, he faw ten or 
twelve men upon the road, walking in a very folitary 
manner, and it arofe in his heart, ' Thefe are (heep 
having no fhcpherd/ When he came up to them, 
he flackcncd his pace and queried of them, * What 
news/* The men were ftartled at the queftion, and 
anfwcred, * We know of nonej' continuing to* go 
foftly, he faid, * Arc ye going to a meeting ? ' They 
anfwered, * Our minifter is filenced, for orders are 
come down commanding all diffenters not to affemble, 
fo now wc have no teacher/ This brought to his 
remembrance what he had been concerned to deliver 
as above, at the evening meeting he had at Antrim, 
where he met with fo much rudenefs, viz. that the 
time draws nigh that " you will be blown away lika 
chaff before the fummer threfhing-floor, and the place 
of your meeting will not be found.*' At this time all 
dilienters, except friends, had declined keeping up^ 
their meetings. Benjamin proceeded to difcourfe with 
the men aforefaid, and faid, ** The hireling fleeth, 
becaufe he is a hireling and careth not for the fheep," 
as it is faid, John x. ii, 12, 13. referring them to 
the text, further fhewing that it is happy for thofe 
that are come to the knowledge of that teacher which 
cannot be removed into a corner. God faid, he 
would teach his children himfelf, and the children of 
the Lord arc taught of the Lord. See John vi. 45, 
and Ifaiah liv. 13. and you may read in the firft 
epiftle of John ii. 27. ** The anointing which ye 
have received of him abideth in you, and ye need 
not that any man teach you, but as the fame anoint- 
ing tea<;bcth you of all things," &c. And in Titus ii, 
J J , X 2, « The grace of God which bringcth falvation. 
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hath appeared unto all men, teaching us,'^ &c. Here 
he direfled them to the great heavenly Schoolmafter^ 
who faid, ^^ Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly 
in heart ; follow mc, and ye fhall find reft unto your 
fouls/' Mat. xu 29. Thus labouring to bring uiem 
from their hireling teachers, to the teaching of God 
and Chrift in themifclves, by which they might come 
to the knowledge of God and ways of his ialvation, 
** For a manifcftation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal/' i Cor. xu. 7 ; adviling them 
to turn their minds inward, and mind the fecret 
Operations of it, thereby they would find, through a 
lively experience, that it checks and reproves for bad 
words and aliens; and as they turned to that, they 
would find it would lead them into all truth, with 
many more words to this efieft. They wfcre weH 
pleafed with this difcourfe, declaring zu parting that 
they bad never heard things lb opencfd to- them ia 
Acir lives. 

The number of miles our feid friend Benjamin 
travelled in Ireland were one thoufand feven hundred 
and forty-fix ; the number of meetings he had here^ 
exclufive of Dublin, were one hundred and eighty; 
and he fpcnt in thi« fervicc one year within a few 
d^s. 

William Edmundfon and Robert Jackfon were 
put into the bifhop's court for tithes, excommunicated, 
taken with a writ and comn^itted to prifon, and they 
were kept prifoners about twenty weeks. The lord 
of Ely interceding for their liberty, the bifliop ordered 
them to come to his court at Kildare ; and accord^r 
ingly they came, and there was the biihop, about 
ten or twelve priefts, the lord of Ely, and feveral other 
pcrfons of note, and dean Sing was chancellor of the 
court. The bifhop began to difcourfe with William 
Edmundfon concerning tithes, which hewas unwilling 
to enter upon, being fcnfible of his own weaknefs^ 
|)Ut the bifhop urging it, a conference was commaced^ 

14 
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which lafted three hours, and in a quiet manner 
without any other buftnefs, wherein wifdom and 
underftandihg was given to William Edmundfon, and' 
fcriptures brought fluently into his memory; fo that 
he proved tithes to be ended, and that it was anti- 
chriftian to pay or receive them in gofpel times, 
which was opened fo clearly to the undcrftandings of 
the people, tliat there feemed to be great fatisfaftion 
in the court ; aiid dean Sing ftood up before 
them all and faid, if he had known W. Edmundfon 
as well before as now, he (hould not have fuffered ; 
with feveral other exprefSons of kindnefs. 

Several other matters were alfo then difcourfcd of, 
and queries anfwered in relation to golpel-minifters, 
the Chriftian religion, faith, and the true worfhip of 
God,.tothefatisfaftion of thofeprefent; and the bilhop, 
ordering the two friends to appear at the next court, 
wrote to the iheriffto let them have their liberty till 
then ; and at the next court he wrote again to the 
Iheriff, to difcharge them out of prifon, which was 
readily done : thus this fufFering and conference had 
a good ejfFeft ; and afterwards both the biftiop and 
officers of that court were kind to friends. 

This year (1683) di^ed Robert CuppageofLambf- 
town in the county of Wexford, a man of an exemplary 
life and converfation, who loved truth, and had a 
found teftimony for it, and lived in it as well as 
preached it to others. 

About the middle of jhis ftimmer the government 
gave order to the feveral forts of diflenters in Dublin, 
that they fhould forbear meeting publickly together 
in their worlhip.houfes as formerly. The archbifhop 
of Dublin alfo fent for Anthony Sharp, and told him 
it was the mind and defire of the government that 
friends ftiould alfo forbear mecfting in their meeting* 
houfes ; but Friends returned anfwer, that they be- 
lieved it was their indifpenfible duly, to meet together 
to worlhip the great God of heaven and earth, from 
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'whom we receive all our mercies, and not to forbear 
aflembling ourfelves together for fear of punifhment 
froiB^raen, for that we met purely to worftiip the 
Lord, and not upon any other account. So accord- 
ing to the defire of the government, other profeffors 
generally left their mecting-houfes, but Friends met 
together to vorfhip the Lord as formerly, as they 
were perfuaded it was their duty to do : fo upon a 
Firft-day in the Sixth month this year came the marflial 
and feveral of the mayor's officers to the meeting at 
Wormwood gate ; where John Burnyeat being fpeak- 
ing, the marfhal commanded him to go with him, 
which after fome difcourfe he did. He commanded 
the meeting to difperfe, but friends kept quiet in 
their. places. John was carried before the mayor^ 
with whom he had fome difcourfe to this efFeft: 
he afked him, why they did aft contrary to the go- 
vernment, having been commanded not to meet ? 
John anfwered, * We do nothing in contempt of the 
government.' * But,' faid he, ' why do you not 
obey then?' John replied, * becatife it is matter of 
confcience to us, and that which we believe to be 
our indifpenfible duty, to meet together to worfliip 
God.' To which he anfwered, ' You may be mifled;* 
John told him, * If we are mifled, we are willing to 
be informed, if any can do it.' Then it was urged, 
other diffenters had fubmitted, and why would not 
we ? John faid, ' What they do will be no plea fOT 
us before the judgment-feat of the great God.* So 
after fome other difcourfe, the mayor committed John 
to the marfhalfea prifon, to which alfo were taken 
afterwards Alexander Sexton, Anthony Sharp, and 
others. 

Now feveral fober perfons obferving other pro- 
feffors to (brink in this time of perfecution, whilft 
Friends kept their meetings as ufual, came to our 
meetings and became faithful friends. 

The confideration of the great fufferings that were 
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upon Friends in England for their innocent tcftimony 
towards God, whereby many of them were brought 
into great ncccffity and affliftion by the ravenous 
hands of wicked informers and violent perfecutors, 
being before the national meeting, a colleftion for 
their relief was ordered from the feveral provinces. 

Now, as well as before, alfo in this nation Friends 
Vere not exempt from fufFering on account of their 
non-payment of tithes, &c. and the unreafonablcnefs 
of the fees and cofts of the biChop's court ; on which 
^xrcafton they petitioned the lord-lieutenant and 
councif. 

Tliis year (1684) was publiflied an account of 
Friends* fufferings on the occafions aforefaid, and 
ordered to be fent into the feveral provinces. 

Likewife this year, Thomas EUwood's book, called 
A Diffuafive from Pcrfecutipn, was printed at a na- 
tional charge. 

The fame year died Thomas Carleton, at Ballyna- 
carrick in the county of Wicklow, who was convinced 
in Cumberland about the year 1663, before which 
he underwent great conflifts of foul, which I Ihall 
defcribe in his own words from one of his trea» 
tifes, viz. 

* I was early vifited by the love and tender mercy 
of the Lord, which often prefented unto mc my ftatc 
and manner of life, and by the fame love and light 
he made known unto me that his way and worfliip 
was a purer, holier way and cleaner life than I had 
yet attained unto. Thus I was induced to feek after 
the Lord ; I read and fearched the Scriptures with 
much diligence and zeal, and gave myfelf up to hear 
ferraons, fearch catechifms, &c. was often tofTed in 
myfelf like reftlefs waves in a troubled fea, not feeling 
peace nor ftabtlity^. I often befought the Lord in 
contrition of fpirit, to clear my underftanding and 
judgment, And make mc to know bii living way. 
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tftith, and people, fefts and opinions then abounding, 
one faying, Lo, Chrift is here, another, Lo, he is 
there; every denomination conftruing, wrefting, and 
interpreting the Scriptures to their fundry tenets, and 
forcing meaniiigs from them to anfwer their prin- 
ciples, and to maintain every of their interpretations 
as authentic truths; in all which I was as one without 
foundation, toffed with every of their windy doc- 
trines; but it dill reded with me, that man was 
created for God's glory, I being; ever and anon 
judged and condemned in myfclf for fin and difobc- 
diencej for the law was come by which is the know- 
ledge of fin, and the commandment being come, fin 
revived and I died as it were ; then fin by the com- 
mandment became exceeding finful, and then I was 
driven to feek for peace night and day, early and 
late, in publick and private rafUngs, feaftings, ^mily 
devotions, &c. running from one houfe, town, 
aflcmbly, and worfhip to another, feeking the word 
of the Lord in all their fabbaths, leftures, humilia- 
Itions, or thankfgivings, diligently obferving every 
•'Ordinance in which the minifter faid, God was to be 
found, and all to obtain peace with my Maker; but 
k fled from me, nor was to be found amongfl them. 
* At length, after much humiliation, contrition, 
and diftrefs, it pleafed the Father to reveal his Son in 
me; and by his light that gives the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of his Son Jefus Chrifl, 
2 Cor. iv. 6. he was pleafed to give me a glimpfe of 
the heavenly land, and of the way to the kingdom of 
God, which I faw to be in and through the light of 
Chrift Jefus, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world, as it was then preached and teftified 
by the fervanis of the Lord; a meafure of which I 
felt in myfelf, which told me all that ever I did, fe- 
cretly condemning every work in me, with ever]t 
word that was contrary to the will and mind of the 
Father ; and alfo juftifying every word and work tha« 
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was according to his will. Thus the Lord having 
opened my underftanding, and given me in meafure 
a feeling of himfelf, I was forced to conclude (as the 
woman of Samaria did) that this was the Chrift, this 
was the way, this was the truth j as by daily expe- 
rience I found, by the operation of the light in my 
own heart, compared with the teftimony that the 
faints and fervants of God had given in ages part ; 
and thus in the mouths of two of three witneffes this 
teftimony was eftablifhed and confirmed in me. But 
ftill how to receive and give obedience to it, I knew 
not, the enemy often raifing doubts and fears in me, 
and the warfare between the flefh and fpirit was 
great. I faw that I Ihould never find peace nor re- 
conciliation with the Lord, until I gave obedience to 
the light, and came into ^ciety with the children of 
light, and to the worlhip that ftood in fpirit •, contrary 
to all the ways, worftiips and fervices of the world, 
fet up in the wills and limitations of men, which I 
faw to be onjy formal and traditional, and no Icfs 
than idolatry, as they then ftood in the will-worihip, 
being prefcribed and fet forth at the wills and plea- 
fures of men, and eftabliftied by the then prefent 
powers, government and authority ; as the Indepen- 
dent Church Faith, the Prefliyterian Direftory, and 
the Common Prayer Book of the Epifcopals may 
fully teftify ; none being to queftion or objeft againft 
any thing that was or is believed by their fcveral 
churches and aflemblies, or prefcribed by their rules 
or canons, direftories or fervice-books (though 
never fo much diiTatisfied in confcience), without 
tmdergoing the cenfures or abjudications of their 
particular focieties. But they that are come to the 
light and liberty of the fons of God, and to live and 
walk in the Spirit, by the Spirit, they know the 
anointing which abidcth in them, and is truth and no 
lie, which teacheih them in all things to follow the 
Lamb only, whithcrfoever he goes, and the leadings 
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of his Spirit^ and not the formal tralh and traditional 
precepts of men ; and fo they are ceafed from man 
and his teachings, knowing the Lord is come to 
teach his people himfelf ; whereof I being pcrfuaded 
in my own heart, was at length conftrained to yield 
and refign myfelf unto the will of the Lord.* So far 
Thomas Carleton, refpefting himfelf: let us now hear 
teftimony of the brethren concerning him. 

He came to Ireland about the year 1673, was a 
very zealous, honeft friend, and an able minifter; 
having a divine gift to adminiftcr from, in the exer- 
cife of which he wds very ferviceable ; both for the 
convincing of many who were ftrangers to the way 
of the Lord, and for the edifying, building up and 
provoking to diligence, thofe already convinced. He 
was a man of a good underftanding and clear dif« 
ceming, yet of a lowly mind, and ready to prefer 
others before himfelf. He ufually flood up in great 
fear and dread, when he was exercifed under the 
powerful word of life. He was valiant in afferting 
and defending truth againft the oppofition of its 
enemies, and patient in fuflfering for it, as appears 
from a fmall traft he publifhed, entituled. The Cap- 
tive's Complaint, or the Prifoner's Plea againft the 
burthenfome and contentious title of tithes, &c. 
wherein are laid down fcveral grounds and reafons 
againft the propriety and payment of tithes in this 
evangelical day and difpcnfation. He alfo publifhed 
fome other foiall pieces, and particularly an excellent 
general epiftle of admonition 'and advice to Friends 
in Ireland and elfewhere. 

Whilft other diflenters on occafipn of the prohibi- 
tion lately mentioned, 1685, left their ufual meeting- 
houfes and met more privately. Friends ftill continued 
both their public meetings for the worftiip of Almighty 
God, and thofe for Chriftian difcipline, and great 
unity and peace^ was amongft them ; great numbers: 



Digitized by 



Google 



142 Tm USE ANB PROGRESS O? THE 

alfo of Other pcopk came to our peblkk meetings^ 
and Frien4s gained credit among many fober perfons^ 
notwithfianding'the prejudice and railing of the other- 
diflcmers who fled into comers. 

There bdng a great refort to our meetings about this 
time (1687) one James Barry an independent preacher 
raged, and in his publick preaching gready railed 
againft friends : hereupon feveral of his hearers, Uk^ 
the ancient noble Bereans, came to Friends* meetings 
to be fatisficd whether his accounts were true or no; 
and by the miniftry of John Bumyeat and others^ 
their prejudices were removed, they vrerc convinced 
and joined to Friends, and became very ferviceable. 
Ufterwards* 

At this time alfo, viz. under king James, the go- 
vernment having made choice of fome friends tok, 
ferve in corporations, and as magiftrates, and fome 
few having accepted thereof, though it was not of 
their own feeking, a pjqper of tender advice was 
drawn up, by order of a general meeting, to friends 
who were fo cpncemed, to keep to the truth in every 
thing : that they might ftiinc as lights to the world, 
and be helpful to bring forth juftice, j.udgment, and 
righteoufncfs. And 

On this occafion George Fox wrote a letter to» 
William Edmundfon, dated from Kingfton upon 
Thames, 1687, to this purpofe,: 

< Dear William, 
^ As for thofe friends of Dublin, Cork, Limerick, 
and other places that have taken thofe offices of 
aldermen and burgcffes upon them, they mufl con- 
fider and be wife ; for if they keep to truth, they 
can neither take any oaths, nor put any oaths to any 
one, neither can they put on their gowns and flrangc 
kind of habits, as friends have confidered it here 
when they talk of patting them in fuch places ; and 
again, when they have the aldermen, or mayors or 



Digitized 



5d by Google 



PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS. I43 

common-council feafts, friends here cannot join them 
in fuch things ; but if they will make the poor a fcaft 
that cannot fcaft you again, friends have proffered 
themfelves to join with them ; but to fcaft them that 
will fcaft you again, and to join with them in their 
ftrange kind of habits and formalities, is not lik« 
truth, that denies the pomps and fafliions of this 
world : but in their places they (hould do jufticc to 
all men, and be a terror to them that do evil, and a 
praife to them that do well, and preferve every man 
both in his natural rights and properties, and in his 
divine rights and liberty, according to the righteous 
law of God, &c 

* George Fox.* 

The latter end of this year ( 1 68 8 ) a war broke forth 
in this nation, threatening a general overthrow of all 
the Englilh and Protcftants, and in that frightful time 
manyof thefeleft their dwellings, ftocks,and flocks, and 
fled, fome to England, and fome to arms; but friends 
generally kept their places, and kept up their meet- 
ings, and truftcd the Lord with their lives and fub- 
ftsmce, that rules all things in heaven and earth, and 
bounds the fea, ^nd the raging waves thereof, 
though under great perils of divers forts, by reafon 
of tttultitudes of wicked, unmerciful, blood-thijrfty 
men banded together ; and friends in fome places be- 
came great fuccourers to fome of the diftreffed Englifh 
that had their houfes burnt, and were themfelves 
driven out of their places, being ftript of their fub^ 
ftancc; and a remarkable thing never to be forgotten 
was, that they that were in government then feemed 
to fevour us, and endeavour to preferve friends. 

But notwithftanding all endeavours ufed, friends 
fuftained great loffes, and went through many perils 
by the outrageous rabble and plunderers of the 
country befides the hardfliips by the army : fo that 
Hiany loft moft of their vilible fubftance, and fome 
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were ftript naked, and their houfes and dwellings 
were fet on fire over their heads, and burnt to the 
ground, and their lives were in fuch danger, that it 
feemed almoft impoffible that they {hould be prc- 
ferved j yet in the midft of fuch lamentable exercifes, 
the Lord's eminent hand of deliverance wonderfully 
appeared to their great admiration and comfi^rt. 

In the Third month, this year (1689) accounts 
were fent up to the national meeting, of the fufferings 
of friends in feveral parts of the nation, by robberies 
and fpolis by foldiers and other people, and the loffes 
fuftained by friends of the province of Leinftcr ap- 
peared to be above 900I. 

Hereupon friends made application to king James, 
who received them kindly, and promifed that he 
would take a particular care that they Ihould be pro- 
tefted. 

Notwithftanding it was with great hazard of their 
lives that friends from divers parts came to the na- 
tional meeting ; yet fuch at that time was their zeal 
for the Lord^s fervice, their faith and confidence in 
his providential care, and their fervent defire of 
renewed edification, that all the frightful commotions 
and threatening dangers of thofe days, could not pre- , 
vent their keeping up this and other meetings. 

The national meeting was now pretty much taken 
up in confidering the diftreffed condition of their 
brethren through the nation, and ordering convenient 
fupplies. , 

At the next half-year's meeting in the Nint^ 
month, it appeared that the loffes of friends being 
ftill continued and increafed, thofe of the friends of 
the provinces of Leinfter and Munfter amounted to 
above. 70OOL fterling ; and in the year 1692, it was 
computed that the loffes of friends throughout the 
nation aipounted in the whole to ioo,oool. 

Now the friends of the Meeting for fuffcrings in 
London, fympathizing with their brethren here, did 
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Cgnify their rcadinefs to affift them ; to which the 
half-year's meeting returned anfwer, acknowledging 
their tender care, however at prefent they rather chofc 
to decline the acceptance of their friendly offer, the 
feveral provinces being as yet able to help one another* 
However Friends here did afterwards accept of the 
benevolence of the brethren in England, and in the 
year 1692, they drew for fix hundred pounds towards 
helping friends here reduced by the late calamitous 
times, befides one hundred and fifty pounds remitted 
from London to Ulfter, and the fum of one thoufand 
and fixty pounds more was fent for this purpofe from 
London, which in the year 1692, was ordered to be 
diftributed proportionally to each province, and a 
letter was fent to the Meeting for fufferings in London, 
acknowledging their acceptance hereof, but withal 
defiring that a full flop fhould be put to their fending 
any more. 

Thus in thofe calamitous times were Friends very 
nearly united in affeftion ; and even from the Friends 
of Barbadoes there was lool. fent for the relief of 
Friends here on this occafion. 

This year (1689) '^'"S James' landing in the South, 
and coming up to DQblin,;the Proteftants came to be 
a little quieter, and better fettled in their minds, nor 
fo fearful of a mafTacrc as formerly; but flill great 
havock was made upon the flock of Englifhmen, their 
catde, &c. being moflly taken or killed, oftentimes 
more on purpofe for deflruftion than for want ; and 
friends underwent thofe abufcs in conunon with oth^r 
Proteftants. 

Here follows a particular account of the fufferings 
and prefervation of friends in thofe days. 

I. At the town of Cavan (a place that lay open 
to both the armies, and to the cruelty of the wicked 
rabble), feveral friends kept their places and dwel- 
lings, and held their ufuaJ meetings, and though' 

Vol. IIL k 
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femeumes iQ^ir«H(hes1>etw<e€n the two anBies many 
were ilain,yjctj6:ijends' lives were wonderfully prcferved, 
though in their outward fubftauces they were foiled 
and ftripped, and at laft commanded by the chief 
officer of the Irifli army lo depart, and their houfes 
were burnt. 

j2. At Did Caftlcj'a place liable to the like perils, 
a few friends 4welt, who kept up their little meetings, 
(which belonged to Cavan monthly meetings and 
continued there j their lives were alfo wonderfullf 
fireferved* 

3. Near Charlemont, Jn the county o£ Tyrone, 
friends thereabouts generally kept their places, and 
particularly John Whitdide, whofe family wonder- 
fully efcaped the hands of cruelty with their Jives, 
ibeing in imminent djuxger often by the Rapparees, and 
^iwellmg between two gaxriCons, one Engliih and the 
other Irifh, who had hoc difputes, killing each other 
at his veryliQufe} and once tjbere were feven hundred 
Irift, to toty EngUfh and French by computation ; 
c^ne of his out-houfes was burnt, and be and his fop 
lying iick in another fa near, that it wa$ admirabk 
hoih. it and they were aot burnt; and yet the Irifli 
were forced to withdraw, who plunderfid Friends jmd. 
fcurnt their houfes. 

4. One Thomas Orccr, .a friend, IqH his Kfc by $ 
Ihot made into his mother's houfe in th€ night, by a 
parcel of Rapparees coming to rob the houfe, as wa? 
iupppfed ; and friends of Ulfter have left this lefti- 
inony concerning the faid ThomajS Greer, that he 
was an honeft friend, and zealous for truth. 

5. Near Edenderry (an open place much expofed 
to the Rapparees) Friends were gi?e^tly fpoikd in their 
flocks and flocks, and outward fubftancc, but their 
Jives were wonderfully preferved, though the bloody 
j:uvei)i6us Rapparees broke in upon the towft ooc 
flight, and burnt part of it, and kiUed ^nkt of thic 
inhabitants. 
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6. At and near RoffenalHs, in the Queen's county 
(a place that lay open to the like cruel fort of men), 
WilUatn Edmundfon and feveral other friends kept 
their places 5 though under great excrcifes, and troubles 
of divers forts, and, perils too tedious here to mention ; 
tiU fuch time as a great party of Rapparees came iti 
the night to faid William's houfc, he and his family 
being in bed, and with great violence fell upon his 
houfe, and feveral other houfes thereabouts, and fct 
his houfe on fire over his head, firing feveral voUies 
of (hot in at the windows; and took himfelf and his 
two fons bare-legged atid bare-headed, and not fo 
much other clothes as to fave their bodies from the 
cold, and hurried them that night through Ijulhes 
And bogs, mire and water, up to their knees, in cold 
w^eathcr, being the latter end of the Ninth month, 
about five or fix miles, to a wood, where William 
JEdmundfon was fentenced to be fhot to death, and 
his two fons to be hanged ; and yet feveral of them 
owned that he was an honeft man, for he had often 
exerted himfelf to prevent men of their party fromi 
being wronged and abufed by the other, and fome- 
times with the hazard of his own life among the 
Englifh foldiers ; notvvithftanding which they hood- 
winked his fons to hang them, and having prepared 
two firelocks to fhoot him, they hoodwinked him 
alfo ; but William told them they needed not, for 
he could look thesji in the faces, and was not afraid 
to die. Now all things being prepared to effeft their 
purpofe, they were divided among themfelves, and 
another party came in, who refcued them all three 
from thofe that were going to execute them, and took 
them in a hungry cold condition to Athlone, where 
colonel Grace was governor ; and- the people having 
had notice of their coming, thoufands of the worft 
fort of the Irifli were gathered in the great ftreet of 
that town, and oneNugefnt, high-fheriffof that county 
animated them, fo that it was a wonder that both 
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WilKam and his fens were not flain ; but in the in- 
terim it fo happened that an officer, and a goodly 
perfon of great prefence, thruft through the crowd 
of that rabble, and came to William, who'was wrapped 
about with a piece of an old blanket, afking him how 
he did; and then turned to the rabble, telling them 
he knew William to be an hotiefl man, fpeaking it 
feveral times over, with fome other words in his 
favour, which quafhed the rage of both iherifF and 
rabble : thus the Lord provided help in great ftreights 
and perils ; then the faid William and his fons were 
taken to the caftle, where the governor and many of 
•the field and chief officers of the Irifh army were met 
in council, and there were examined; and when they 
.underftood the (late of the cafe, there feemed to be 
a forrow amongft them for the whole aftion, and the 
governor, who had been formerly acquainted with 
the faid William, flood up in a reverend manner, and 
. faid with tears in his eyes, that he was forry to fee 
him there in that condition, and if he had the Rap- 
parefes that burnt his houfe, he would caufe them 
to be hanged. 

At this time John Clibborn hearing of the diftrefs 
-of W. E, went to vifit him, and fupplied him with 
neceffaries ; and afterwards,, upon giving fecurity for 
the faid William Edmundfon, prevailed on the gover- 
* nor to let him and his fons go with him to his houfe at 
the Moate ; and in a little time after they were fet at 
liberty. 

7. At Moate Granoge, John Clibborn aforefaid, 
at whofe houfe a meeting was fettled by turn, kept 
. his place long in much danger, and fo did moft friends 
of that meeting, which they ftill kept up in great 
difficulty, it lying but .fix miles from Athlone, then a 
chief Irifli garrifon, and a noted place of refuge, from 
whence did often fcout parties that made great fpoil 
upon the country, and whet-eunto the bloody Rappa- 
rees ufually led fuch Englifh as they caught, and 
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carried from their own houfes, "whom they were not 
permitted barbaroufly to murder as they had done 
many. 

Whilft tljp faid John, Clibborn could poflibly keep 
his houfc, it was open to all, and a fuccour to many, 
both friends and others, and in times of great ikir- 
mifties and flaughter he did not flee till at length 
mofl hardly ufed, plundered and quite fpoiled in his 
outward fubftance. He was taken by the hair of his 
head by the Rapparees, who plundered his houfe in 
the night, threatening to cut his head off; and at lafl 
he and other friends were driven from their places, 
and their houfes were burnt. 

8. Anthony Robinfon and John Miller, dwelling 
three miles from Athlone, had their houfes plundered 
by the Irifti, and afterwards they and their families 
were threatened to be murdered; had not an Irifti 
juftice of peace's wife, a near neighbour, appeared 
for them, and took them in till the party was fo info- 
lent, and ready to break in, that flie counted fhe 
could not fave them, upon which, running to them, 
ftie defired them to. efcape with their lives if they 
could, and conveyed them into her garden, and thence 
they made hard (hift to get into a wood hard by, and 
there hid themfelves fome days and nights in a 
diftreffed condition, fought for and hunted by the 
blbod-thirfty Irifti Rapparees, but their lives were 
miraculoufly preferved, and with great difEculty they 
got to the aforefaid John Clibborn's houfe at the 
Moate, 

9. Mountmelick and Montrath, two country un- 
walled towns (where two confiderable meetings of 
Friends have been fettled), by reafon of their border- 
ing upon the bogs and mountains, often had great 
fl:ore of the bloody ravenous Rapparees haunting 

* them; and being places of little or no defence, Friends 
that dwelt in them fuftained a large ftiare of the many 
hardfliips of the calamitous times, and were greatly 
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cxcrcifed under a concefn both for their families and 
neighbours, ftill keeping up their meetings with an 
eye to the Lord, who did not leave nor forfakc his 
people in their many trials, but wondcrfidiy provided 
for thera; fo that it is to be admired how their little 
provifion for their families held out, confidering how 
their houfcs were filled with people, and many alarms 
came from the Irifli, threatening ,10 deftroy thofe 
places, and kill all the Englifh. 

10. Cloncourfe, a. lonefome place, where Chrifto- 
pher Raper dwek, having fome walls of defence^ and 
a fmall Englifh garrifon of foldiers being there, was 
a little fhelter to a fmall number of friends who dwek 
near it, and ufed to meet by turns in that place, who 
iuffered great hardfliips, having loft moft of what 
outward fubftance they . had, and provifions being 
fcanty, were vifited with a pcftilential fevet, and they 
were greatly ftreightcned for room. 

n. James Hutchinfon dwelt at itnockballymagher, 
near Cloncourfe, and kept his place till a party of 
Rapparees, with fome of the Irifh ftiuiding army, came 
in the day-time, plundered dnd burnt his hodfe, took 
him, and a few Englifli tenants of his, prifoners, 
forcing him over the Shannon about fifteen miles^ 
and there treated him very coarfely, and compelled 
him to ranfome his life, and then let him go in great 
hazard. (By the way^ feveral Englifh, both friends 
and others, met with fuch like ufage in thefe times). 
His houfe had beei^ of great nfe to the EnglMb. 

12. Gerfhon Boat, dwelling at Borrifaleagh, re- 
mote from friends, and ten miles from atiy meetings 
in a place of fome flrength, fuffered mady hardfliips, 
and efcaped many dangers, both at home, and on 
the road going to meetings j his houfe being often 
fet upon by the Iri(h, both of the army and tories, 
but was wonderfully delivered out of theif hands, 
and m^y Englifli families, both priefls and others, 
were fuccourcd there, and Jbelpcd on their way (when 
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coming from about the river Shannon, and going to 
Calhel and Clomnel) who had been much fpoiled and 
ftripped in the Irifli quarters where they dwelt : he 
kept his place tiU general Dayly placed a garrifon at 
his houfc or caftic, and then with great difficulty 
and danger removed his family to Montrath aforefaid, 
to live or die with Friends, times looking very difmal. 

Thcfe particulars may (hew the eminent providential 
hand of the Lord over Friends^ and his care and kind- 
Bcfs to preferve them in the midft of inch great perils, 
and many more might be inflanced ; and though ii^ 
thofc times many of the Englifli neighbours fell by 
the hands of thofe bloody murderers, yet we know 
but of four that we could own to be of our fociety in 
all the nation that fell by the hands of cruelty, and 
two of them too forwardly i^totured their lives when 
they were loft* 

And befides all this, at the return of the armies to 
winter-quarters, the country was filled with violent 
ficknefs, which took avsray many of all forts j smd 
feveral tliat were driven away from their habitations, 
and had loft moft of their fubftance, thbugh they yet 
had left wherewithal to fupport nature for the prefent, 
feemed to grieve at their loffes and low eftates, and 
fo languifhed and died ; which Friends were greatly 
fupported over, having an eye to the Lord, who not 
only gives but takes, or fuffcrs to be taken away. 

Now it pleafed the Lord in mercy (and for a rem- 
nant's fake no doubt) to fliorten thofe times of great 
exercifes, that they were moftly ended in lefs than 
three years ; and Friends generally were low in their 
minds, and their hearts open one to another, fo that 
ihofe who had fomething left, were willing to commu- 
nicate to thofe that were in want, and friends that, 
were driven from their dwellings did generally return 
to their places ; and the national men's meeting took 
care that in every quarter Friends fliyuld be fupplied 

K4 
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for the prefent with fuch ncceflarits as time and their 
abilities did afford ; and great care was taken in 
friends fettling, that they might fettle near together 
for the benefit of meetings to ferve the Lord, 

And it is remarkable that Friends meetings were 
prcferved peaceable, and that they kept their meetings 
according to the ufual manner for the worfhip of God, 
without much diflurbance from either party, as alfo 
their men and womcn^s meetings for church difcipline, 
both monthly, provincial, and national meetings; 
though many times friends went to them in great perils 
by reafon of the Rapparees, who in many places way- 
laid people to rob and murder them ; and the Lord 
was pleafed to accompany them in*their meetings with 
his glorious heavenly prefence ; * and truth gained 
ground, and Friends came more inefleem than formerly 
in the minds of many, both rulers and people, through 
their innocent wife deportment in the fear of God. 

William the Third having been proclaimed king 
of England, France, and Ireland, came over this year, 
1690; and, having routed king James's forces at the 
batde of the Boyne, became the happy inflrument of 
delivering this kingdom from the iinpending danger 
of popery and arbitrary power, and of eftablifliing ' 
liberty of confcience by law. 

It is true that the people called Quakers, did enjoy 
the liberty of holding their meetings for the worfhip 
of God according to their confciences, during the 
prefence of king James in Ireland, as well as that 
their brethren in England had been by him fet at 
liberty from their imprifonment, and that king James 
on that occafion did declare, that it was always his 
principle that confcience ought not to be forced, but 
that all men ought to have the liberty of their con- 
fciences ; t however, as Sewel obferves, ' perhaps 
that prince did not confider that if fuch a general 

* The words of Thomas Wight. 
I Scwc^s Hiilory of the Quaker's, Vpl. II. page 4^9. 
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liberty had been procured, he ftiould not have beea 
able to have made itrfontinue longer than the popifh 
clergy would have thought it convenient ; and though 
the king's intention might really have been fmcere, 
yet it is likely it might have been thwarted, though 
he might have been willing it Ihould have been 
otherwife. And time hath fhewn that king James 
was not to be the happy inftrument of fetding liberty 
of confcience upon a lafting foundation, but that this 
work was referved for that great printe, king William, 
who being born in a country where force upon con- 
fcience was abrogated, when a Proteftant government 
was fetded there, now alfo introduced the likeChriftian 
liberty in England.* 

This year ( 1 690) died George Gregfon, at his houfc 
in Lifnegarvy in the county of Antrim, He was bom a 
Papift, in Lancaftiire, as I air^ affured, but being con- 
vinced of truth, continued faithful in his teftimony 
for the fame, patiently bearing the falfe and malicious 
reports of wicked and envious men, he being from 
the time of his convincement, the butt of their hatred 
and envy ; but he was valiant and undaunted in his 
teftimony, chufmg rather to fuffer affliftion with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for 
a feafon, looking at the recompence of reward and 
yielding obedience to the Lord's power, whereby he 
was enabled to declare unto others what God had 
done for his foul, and his miniftry was efFeftual to the 
convincing of many of the evil of their ways, and 
manifefting unto them the way of life and falvation. 
He was endowed with a great gift of underftanding 
as well as utterance. He was particularly concerned 
for the youth, .and the newly convinced, and for the 
children of believing parents, that they might not 
content themfelves with a bare profeffion of the truth 
which they had received by education and tradidon, 
but that they might come to witnefs the wafhing of 
regeneration, and the being renewed thereby. He 

• SewcJ, Vol. 11. page 439. 
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travelled in the work of the miniftry in this nation, 
as alfo m England, and fofFered^mprifonnient and the 
Ipoiling of his goods, for the truth's fake. He retained, 
in old ag?, hb zeal for God and love to the brethren, 
which he manifefted by leaving ai confiderable part of 
hb outward fubftance to feveral nrcetings of Friends 
hi this nation, and alfb to Friends m Lancafeirc. 

This year alfo died, that eminent and faithful fervant 
of the Lord, John Bumyeat, who was born in Cnmr 
berhnd, and was bronght forth early in the day of 
the breaking forth of Gt)d's light and power in out 
age, which many waited for, and were rn readincfe 
to receive, with joy and gladnefs of heart ; among 
whom was this our friend, whofe convineement and 
fpmtnal exercife thereupon, as he hath himfeff de- 
fcribed it in his own joumatl, I (hall here prefent th^ 
reader with fomewbat abridged, but his own words 
tctained, viz. . 

• In the year 1653, it pleafed the Lord to fend hi* 
fcithfulfervant George Fox and others into the Nc^-th 
parts of England, and by the means of their miniftry 
to dfrfcover the right path of life unto thoufands that 
were in error, feeking the Lord, but not knowing 
where to find him, although he was not far from us ; 
namely, by direfttng us unto the true light and appear- 
ance of Chrift Jefus our Saviour in our own hearts, 
that we might come to know him and the glory of 
the Father, through him in his appearance, and fo 
come to believe in him with the heart, and with the 
mouth confefs him unto falvation ; arid God by this 
the light of his blefTed Son, which he had lighted 
me withal, let me fee the body of death and power 
of fin which reigned in me, and brought me to feel 
the guih of it upon my confcience, fo that be made 
iac as it were to poflefs the fins of my youth. And 
BOW alt that I had bnilded for feveral years; and par- 
ticularly my high profefllon and coticcit of an impu 
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tative righteoufnefe, and that though 1 fitre4 fn the 
ad of fin^ the guik of it (houki not be charged upo« 
ifie, but imputed to Chrift, and his righteoijfiiefo 
imputed to me ; was now, by the fliinings of the diC* 
covering light, feen to be but a Babel-tower whkh 
God brought confufion n|>on ; a prefumption and in- 
vention of ttiy own y or bnt like Adam's fig-leaved 
apron, in which he could not abide God's cotnf»g. 
I then eame to fee that the guilt of fm remained while 
the body of death remained, and led into the aft of 
fit! : then began the warfare of true ftriving to enter 
the kingdom 5 then PauPs ftate wa& fcen, wherein to 
will was prefenr, but to do, imnj times power wa^ 
wanting; then confufion, amazement, liorror, and 
diftrefs befet me. O the poverty and want that mf 
ibnl faw itfclf in, through the fpringrogs of the dit 
covering light, which alfo manifcfted the exceeding 
finfulnefs of fm, and the load and burthen of it bccanac 
exceeding grievous, and all the pleafare of it was 
taken away from me and many more in that day j and 
then we began to mourn for a Saviour, and cry for 
a helper and healer ; for the day of the Lord that 
made defolate had overtaken txs, and the fire and 
fword that Chrift briiigs upon earth, by which he 
takes away peace, had reached onto os. Wc often 
affembled together, as the Lord*s meflengers had 
exhorted us, and minded the light of Chrift in oxsr, 
hearts and what that ^difcovered, and through its 
affiftance warred arid watched againft the evil feen 
therein, and according to that underftanding received, 
waited therein upon the Lord, to fee what he would 
further manifeft, with a holy refolution to obey his 
will fo far as we were ' able, whatfocver it coft us. 
We valued not the world, nor any glory nor pleafare 
therein, in comparifon of our fouPs redemption from 
jhat honor and terror we were in, under the indig- 
nation of the Lord, becaufe of the guilt of fin that 
was upon us ; and fo being given up to bear the in^ 
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dignation of the I^ord, becaufc we had finned, wc 
endeavoured to wait until it would be over, and the 
Lord in mercy would blot out the guilt which occa- 
fioned wrath, and fprinkle our hearts from an evil 
ccmfciencc, and wafli us with pure water, that wc 
might draw near with a pure heart, in the full affu- 
rance of faith, as the Chriftians of old did (Heb.x. 2^2) : 
and waiting in the way of the Lord*s judgments, we 
began to learn righteoufnefs, and ftrongly to defire to 
vralk therein, and could no longer be fatisfied with a. 
talk thereof. And when we were in our deep fears, and 
our minds not well acquainted with either right ftriving 
out of fclf, in the light and feed of life that doth prevail 
and give the entrance, or true waiting or ftanding 
ftill, out of our own thoughts, willings and runnings 
which do not obtain, the Lord fent his fervants who 
Iiad learned of him, to direct us in what to wait, and 
how to (land ftill, out of our own thoughts and felf- 
ftrivings, in the light that did difcover, and dwell in 
the judgment that we received therein ; and by them 
our underftandings were informed, and we got to 
fome degree of ftayednefs in our minds, which before 
bad been as the troubled fea ; and a hope began to 
appear in us, and we met together often, and waited 
to fee the falvation of God which we had often heard 
of, that he would work by his own power ; and 
after we had met together for fome time as we had 
feafons and opportunities, and alfo fought the Lord 
with travailing fpirits both night and day, when wc 
were at our callings and upon our beds, being in 
our affemblies exercifed in the living judgment that 
fprung in t^e* light in our foiils, and looking for the 
falvation of God, the wonderful power from on high 
was revealed amongft us, and many hearts reached 
therewith, and melted and broken ; and great dread 
and trembling fell upon many, and the very chains of 
death were broken thereby, and the promifes of the 
Lord fpokcn of by Ifaiah the prophet, xlix. 9. and 
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xHi. 7. and IxL i, 2, 3. were fulfilled unto manj, 
and a heavenly gladnefs entered the hearts of many, 
who in the joy of their hearts broke forth in-praifes 
«nto the Lord, The fame Comforter our blcffeJ 
Lord had promifed, John xiv. being now come and 
received, did teach us to know the Father and the 
Son. Then were our hearts inclined to hearken 
unto the Lord, and our ears, which he had opened 
to hear, were bent to hear what the Spirit's teaching 
was, and what he faid unto the church, who was the 
chief fhcpherd and biftiop of the foul, and thus were wc 
gathered into a right gofpel exercife and gofpel wor- 
fliip ; and worfliipped God who is a Spirit, in the 
fpirit received from him according to Chrift's appoint- 
ment, John iv. 24. and then we came to fee over all 
the worfhips in the world, which were fet up either 
by imitation or man's invention, and faw it to be in 
vain to worfhip God and teach for doftrines the com- 
mandments of men, as our Lord had faid. Mat. xv. 9, 
and therefore were we conftrained to withdraw from 
them, and alfo many of us to go and bear witncfs 
againft them in theii" invented and traditional worfliips, 
where they were ignorant of the life and power of 
God ; and growing into experience of the goodnefj 
of the Lord, and of the fweetnefs, glory, and excel- 
lency of his power in our affemblies, we grew in 
ftrength and zeal for our meetings more and more, 
and valued the benefit thereof more than any wordly 
gain : arid thus continuing, we grew more and more 
into an underftanding of divine things and heavenly 
myfteries, through the openings of the power that 
was daily amongfl us, and wrought fweetly in our 
hearts, which ftill united us more and more unto God, 
and knit us together in the perfeft bond of love, of 
fellowlhip and memberfhip; fo that we became a body 
compaft, made up of many members, whereof Chrift 
himfelf became the head, who was with us and did 
rule over us, and fo further gave gifts unto us, by 
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which we capac to be enlarged and /urther opcocd, 
that we might aiifwer the end for which he had raifcd 
us up, and fy far bleffcd and fau^ified us through 
bis Wiord that dwelt in our fouls ; and many through 
tlp^e fitvour of God grew in their gifts, and had their 
saouths opened, and became kiftrumeots m the Lord's 
baad to bear witnefs unto the worid of the day of the 
jLord thu wa^ broken forth again, even of the great 
and ootaWe day that Joel prophefied of, and Peter 
bore witftefe umo.' 

So far J. Bumycat eoncerped himfclf : let m noTT 
ibear wh^ tcjlioiony the brethren have given of him. 

* He was (fay they) t man of an excellent 4>irit 
land deep experience in the things of God and myfte- 
fies of iiis heavenly kingdom, which were abundantly 
awade manifeft unto him, and it was his delight to be 
H^editating therein, whereby his experieacc was daily 
eucreafcd unto the l^ft. He was always careful to 
wait for the motion of the w'ord, and to keep clofc 
jto it, whereby he grew in his gift. He was an early 
comer io meetings, and a diligent waiter therein. 
Many times hp would fit a pretty while in filence 
{not being forward to fpeak), reverently ^x'aking upon 
the openings of the heavenly life (like the good 
houfcholder fpoken of), to bring forth of his trcaiury 
things both new and old ; and indeed he was a bleffcd 
Jnftrumem in the hand of the Lord for the convince- 
mept and converfion of many. He was deep and large 
jn bis gift, adminiftering fomcthing that was fartable 
ito every ftate ; in judgment found, free in utterance, 
jealous for holinefs, fevere againft unfound and 
dividing fpirits, rooft tender to penitents and returning 
prodigal?^ affeftionatt to the brethren ; of a grave and 
jfteady temper, yet fweet ; hardy in his conftitutioB, 
unwearied and undaunted in mind ; a ikilful markf- 
man, whofe bow abode in ftrengtfa, and wifdom was 
given him to direft his arrows to the very mark ; 
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fo tiat the fturdy were wounded, the meek wcm 
comforted, and me tender in fpirix refreihed ; ani 
yet, although he was thus eminently gifted, he would 
condefcend to the weak capacities of all, to reach ta 
the good in all. He was not without honoMr, ^vc^i 
in his own countjy ; for when at any time he came to 
Cumberland, where he was born and educated^ hi^ 
neighbors would abundantly flock to the meeting u^ . 
hear him; yet he was far from glorying in his gift, or 
defiring to be popular, but would raxher rcffarai^l 
fuch who would applaud him, having fclf in m> repu- 
tation. He did greatly deUght to read the holy 
fcripturcs, and often advifed Priends, efpecially thp 
youth, to read them and other books treating of th^ 
true principles of the Chriftian religion, that non^ 
might be ignorant thereof. He was of a grav^ ai^d 
becoming behaviour; his blamlefs deportment ^r%^ 
canveriition preached wherjever he came. He woiJd 
joftjen vifit the fick ^nd thofe that were in diftnefs or 
isiffiiation, as well the poor as the rich, a^d wo^^ 
freely adminifter of his outward fubftance to thofe 
that flood in need of it, as well as fpiritual comfort 
and refrelhment. 

He fpent his time chiefly, if not altogether, m 
the Lord*s work and fervice", vifiting Friends up an4 
down in England, Wales, Scotland, Barbadops, N^w^ 
England, Long and Rhode Ifland, New- York, ani 
l^ew-J^erfey ; but in Ireland in a more peculiai? 
maimer, both at his firfl entrance upoifi his nainiftry, 
^nd alfo of later years : for be married, and chiefly 
refided in Ireland about feven years be^e his drC- 
ceafe. He was very valiant for truth, not only in 
preaching, but fuffering for it ; and at firfl, he with 
many faithful brethren, underwent many dangers and 
hardfhips, Ireland not being fully inhabited, fo that 
he was many times expofed to great dangers, by 
waters, cold, hunger, and in prifon often, befldcs 
other great abufes he received for his tefliinony's fake. 
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The like may be faid concerning his travels in New- 
England, with the iflands and wildemefs places where 
he accompanied G. Fox, and was wonderfully pre- 
ferved through all thofe perils. He was a valiant in 
Ifrael, who never fhrunk in the times of the greatefl 
trials, fufFerings, and ftorms of perfecution; and 
whereas in the year 1688, his wife being deceafed, 
he had intended to have returned from Ireland to 
Cumberland, the wars and troubles approachmg, 
he had not freedom in himfelf to go, but voluntarily 
gave himfelf up to ftay here with Friends to take part 
of what fufferings might happen ; and indeed he was 
a bleffed inftrument in the hand of the Lord for the 
ftrcngthening and comforting of his people in thofe 
fuffering and calamitous times. It is particularly re- 
corded of him, that in the year 1690, in his vilit to 
Friends meetings, at a publick province-meeting, he 
delivered the fdlowing remarkable prophetick warn- 
ing, viz. * It is now a time of great trial upon you 
in lofing what you have : but the time will come when 
yon will be as greatly tried with getting wealth ; *' 
which was foon after accomplilhed. 

Befides a journal of his life he alfo publifhed fomc 
finall controverfial pieces annexed thereunto, con- 
cerning the refurreftion, imputative righteoufnefs, 
pcrfeftion, tithes, the call of the nuniftry, baptifm, 
the fupper, &c. He laid down his head in peace 
with God and love to his people, and good-will to all 
mankind, in the fifty-ninth year of his age, and was 
buried at New-Garden, being accompanied by many 
ancient friends and others, where his eminent and 
faithful fervices were commemorated by William 
Edmundfon. 
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69 TUB PKOP&k OALLXD 

Xi^UAKERS 

IRELAND. ' 

( 

CHAPTER liL . 

Ftm fhe end (f the iroubks undet King James the 

^ Second, to the pajjlng the Aa rf Parliament for 

tegijiering the Tmetingrbmfes of Friends^ in cm>mon 

with thofe of othe^ dij^ien^ under the reign of 

: King George the Firjl^ in the year 1719. Great 
plenty fucceeding the late times (f devq/iation and 
fcarcity J faithful ^warnim^s are ginien agaiiijfi the 
fp,iritual danger tbMm:atie$tdingi .The eminent t^oI' 

f if fcuthful Friends of ^bo/i'duys agakifi the^'insr^ 
purfuit of worldly\riches.\ TheinT&safand prmdence 
in the profecution cfChri^ian d^dplinei Some pro^ 
grsfs in propagating tbegofpel in the province ofCon^ 

' naught » The charailers of divers mni/iers and 

elder s^deceafed* ^ " f. . *; 

■ ■ ' ' ' ■. ■ , ^ 

IT 19 obfervable, that Whereas this year, 16925 thare 
had been fome application made to theparliamenft iht 
England, in order thao^e folemh declaration of the 
people called Quakers might be accepted in ftead o£ 
an oath, an cpiftlc of caution was fent in behalf o£ 
friends of this nation to the Meeting for Sufferings in 
London, defiring that only the form of Chrift^s own 
jiirords, Yea and Nay^ inight be kept to if poi&ble; fo 

voj-.in. 1- 
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diat nothing might be accepted of, that might bring 
a fnarc or bnrthcn upon any tender confciejnious |)er- 
fon; and recommending patience, and to wait God's 
time, to open a clear and free way for his true and 
tender-hearted people to affert the truth, 

fiefides other jninifbing friends who vifited this 
nation this year, 1603, was Thomas Rudd, who tra- 
velled through moft parts of the nation, not only 
where friends were fettled, but alfo in feveral other 
parts; and he preached repentance through the fbreets, 
and in the publick places of moft towns he came into^ 
travfsUing as far as Galway and Sligo, at the firft of 
which places he was imprifoned, as alfo at Cork. 

Now after the troubles, and great fpoil and fear- 
city above-mentioned, there fuddenly fucceeded a 
time of great plenty afiter a wonderful manner, beyond 
what could be expefied; and flock and trade in- 
creafed mightily, and the time of getting great riches 
came on, as the time of great lofles had been eji^e« 
rienced before, and man^ too eagerly pmfued them ; 
and too many of our fociety were concerned therein, 
which has proved very injurious upoh feveral -accounts, 
ttnd efpecially to friends' children; xi^ho perceiving 
tbctr parent^ fullnefs, and relying thereupon, grew 
conttited and £bical ; many of them giving way 
to idleneis, and top many parepts indulging them, 
as alfb gratifying die vain mind that goes after the 
feflbions oi the world ; and for want of timely care, 
fome grew fo hardy that their parents could not.dea^ 
with them; and thefe things greatly added to the 
cxcrcifes of the finccre, and great endeavours wero 
iifed to put a fiop to this eager puriBiit aficr the 
flings of this world, in fuch a day of great eafe as 
this was^ fuddenly fucceeding the many fuffetings 
,^ich friends had "formerly undergone : and as this 
fphrit of eagemefs predommated, as thou^ it would 
dvoke all that was good, like the tares, and britig a 
%np jppoo the ifi^e of trmj^ in the horns of fria^ 
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titiid (6 make them forgca: tbq cmiacnt care aad pwv 
vidence of God over them, in giving them their lives 
for a prey, through all thofe calamities; the Lord*ia 
his mercy, in order to preferyc us, And prevent this 
evil defign of the enemy, mifed up by his Holy Spirk 
fi, fervent zeal and courage in m^ny of his fervants, to 
iland againft this infatiable fpirit, aud was mouth and 
wifdom to them ; and fo from men and women's 
meetings many admonitions, exhortations, apd waroT- 
ings, both in word and writing, w^e fent forth to 
the body of friends to fcqep clpfe to the truth, and 
within the limits thereof | and tb^ X^ord wonderfully 
nccompanied friend3 in th?it fcryic^, with his poww 
and prefence, to great fatisfa£ii<Hi and coi^matioo, 
and opened to them many ways to ftop th^ progrefs 
of that fpirit, for the prefervation of one another^ 
which wrought to good effeft. 

In 1694, John Banks vjfited thU nation in the 
Work of the miniilry, and in one of his epiftlcs ro* 
corded in his journal, is the following rcmkrk : 

* The Lord ^lath here a bleffed zealous people for 
his name and truth, filled with love to his fervants^ 
largely manifefted to us, in accompanying us from, 
one meeting to another, from ten to twenty and 
above in company at one time, the length of twenty* 
five miles, even in the time of harvcft ; and three 
travelled from Dublin with us above one hundred 
miles,* 

It was obferved at the Third m.onth natic^al meet* 
jngo in 1695, that no one friend wis a prifoncr 
through the nation, friends having gained a pretty 
good efteem among tjwfe m authority. 

,This ycar^ 1696, th^e government of England 
fevoured frieads there, fo far as to prefcribe for theni 
ja declaration to be m^e, or figned by chem, inftead of 
an oath j which althpogh not univerfally fatisfaftory 
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to friends of this nation, nor to many of the brethren 
in England, by reafon of the facred name of the Lord 
being mentioned therein, this diflatisfitdion however 
never proceeded to an open divifion ; but the fpirit 
of true Chriftian charity and mutual forbearance to* 
wards <Mirf another, under different fentiments, (hone 
forth, panicularly in the yearly meeting of London, 
and a nappy harmony was eilablifhed among friends 
of both nations, and an unanimous refolution 
taken, to folicit the government, when Providence 
Ihould open the way, for the granting an affirmation 
cafy to all ; in which that friends of this nation were 
not inafiive, we ihall fee hereafter^ particularly in the 
years 171 1 and 1721. 

This year (1696) died Deborah Sandham of Youg- 
hall, wife of Robert Sandham, of whom account hath 
been given before, who had a found and weighty 
teftimony for God's truth : fhe was a pattern of 
tighteoufnefs, humility and felf-denial. She furvived 
her hufband about twenty years, and carefully trained 
up her children in the fear of God, watching over 
them and her fervants in love, and the Lord was 
pleafed to blefs her labour and care therein. She 
was of a tender fpirit, not hafty to cenfure any 
hardly ; was loth to hurt the good, and yet would 
condemn the evil ; and if flie heard of any nigh her 
j)rofeiIing truth that had done amifs, it was her godly 
care to vifit them in love, and admonifh them j Ihe 
was a mother in the church, and her love and care 
over God's heritage was great ; (he departed this 
natural life with fweeinefs and comfort, having this 
teftimony to bear on her death-bed, that truth had 
been her chief treafure. 

Among other friends who vifited the nation this 
vear was John Gratton, an able minifter of the gofpel, 
who in his journal has left this teftimony concerning 
tTie friends of Ireland, that ' There was great love, 
pea£e and toncord among thcffl) and good order aad 
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government in a careful overfight of the flock, that 
friends be careful in all refpefts to keep their pro- 
fefSon without blame, and particularly that none run 
inordinately after the world, or break in other men's 
debts.' 

In 1698, we have alfo a remarkable teftimony 
concerning the zeal of friends of this nation, in pro- 
fecuting a ftrift and clofe difcipline, from the men's 
meeting of Briftol, in an epiftle of theirs to the 
national meeting here, in thefe words : 

* Your love to the holy crofs of our Lord Jefus, 
and your zeal for promoting the way thereof, by a 
ftria and clofe difcipline, is that which is much 
wanted in many places ; and though ignorant and 
malicious fpirits may, (as they have done) carp at it,, 
ind cry out againft it as an impofition on confcience, 
God Almighty hath blocked up their way, and fpoiled 
the fpoiler, and manifefted their folly to all, the ne- 
cefGty of a holy care in the church of Chrift more 
and more daily appearing/ 

This year (1698) William Penn among others vifited 
this nation ; andfome time after his arrival, John Plymp- 
ton, a certain tenacious Baptift difputant, publifhed a 
paper,*intituled, * A Quaker no Chrift ian:' to which 
William Penn replied under the title of, ' The Quaker 
a Chriftian ;' and in order the more effeftually to 
wipe off that adverfary's afperfions, he alfo wrote 
and difperfcd a paper intituled, * Gofpel-Truths held 
by the people called Quakers,' fubfcribed by himfelf, 
Thomas Story, Anthony Sharp, and George Rooke, 
at Dublin; which may be feen in the fecond volume 
of William Penn's Works,* with the bifhop.of Cork's 
exceptions to it, and William Penn's anfwer. After 
this, he travelled to other parts of this nation in the 
work of the miniftry, to the edification of the 
cjiurches J of which, becaufe he has given fomc 

' ' •In two Vols. Folio. 1 7»6. 

^3 
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account, in an epiftle from hence to the yearly- 
meeting at London, figncd by hihifelf and his two 
fcllow4abourerS) as likewife a remarkable teftimony 
concerning the friends of Ireland: here follows a 
copy of it from his works, viz. 

To the Yearly-Meeting at London. 

* Dear Friends and Brethren, 
^It is not the leaft of our exeircifes, that' we are 
thus far outwardly feparated from you, at this time 
of your holy and bJefled folemniry; but becaufe wc 
have good reafon to believe it is in the will of God^ 
we humbly fubmit to his ordering hand, and with 
open arms of deep and tender love, embrace you our 
living and loving brethren, who are given up to ferve 
the Lord In your generation, and that have long, 
preferred Jerufalem, and the peace and profperity o( 
her borders, above your chiefcfl: joy. The falutation 
of our endeared brotherly love in Chrift Jefus is unto 
you, defiring that he may richly appear among you 
m power, wifdom, and love, to guide your judgments 
jtnd influence your fpirits, in this weighty and anni* 
vcrfary affembly ; that fo nothing may appear or have 
place among you, but what fingly feeks the honour 
of the Lord, the exaltation of his truth, and the 
peace and eftablifhment of bis heritage. For this^ 
brethren, you and we know has been the aim, cnd^ 
and praftice of thofe whom the Lord bath made 
willing to forfake and give up all for his dame's fake; 
and through various exercifes and tribulations, yea 
in the way of the daily crofs, and through the fight 
and baptifm of many affiftions, to have their conver- 
fatioa and fojourning here below upon the earth, in 
fear and love, looking for their reward in the 
heavens that fhall never pafs away; who have not 
been lifted up by good reports, nor caft ^own % 
cvij report, from their love to the J^rd and his pre- 
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cions truth, but hold on then- way; whofc handf 
being clean of evil things towards all men, hare 
waxed ftronger and ftronger in the Lord, Where- 
fore, dear brethren, let us all be found in the fame 
fteps, and walking the fame way, not being high- 
minded, but fearing to the end, that we may fcrve 
our generation in diligence and faithfulnefe, and {b 
enter into the reft that God has referved for his true 
travellers and labourers in his vineyard. 

* And now, dear brethren, know that the Lord 
hath brought us well into this kingdom of Ireland, 
and given us many large and bleffed opportupities in 
feveral parts ; meetings being cronded by people of 
all ranks and pcrfuafions, efpecially at Dublin^ who, 
for ought we have heard, have given the truth a 
good report ; and -indeed the Lord has mightily ap- 
peared for his own name, and owned us with a more 
than ordinary prefence, fuitable to the occafions, and 
made very heavy and hard thing? eafy to us, becauijj 
of the glory of his power, with which he ajEfted us 
hi our needful times, for which our fouls bow before 
tern, and blefs, reverence and praife his hofy airf 
worthy name. So that, dear brethren, weJ have 
good tidings to give you of truth^s profperity at large, 
and more efpecially in tjie churches, haying had the 
comfort of the general meeting of this nation, con- 
fifting of many weighty brethren and fibers, from all 
parts thereof, which was held in the city of Dublin in 
much love, peace and unity for feveral days, wherein 
we had occafion to dbferve their commendable care 
for the profperity of the bleffed truth, in all the 
branches of its holy teftimony, both in the general 
and in the particular, improving the good order prac- 
tifed among the churches of Chrift in our nation, 

* Indeed their fimplicity, gravity, and coolnefs, in 
managing their church affairs j their diligence in 
meetings both for worfhip and bnfinefs ; their dif- 
patch in ending differences, and expedients to prevent 
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them; bat efpeciallythck :?cal againfl: covctoufncft 
and indifFcrency in truth's fcrvice, and exemplary 
care to difcourage immoderate concern in purfuit of 
things of this life, and to excite friends to do good 
with what they have, very greatly comforted us, and 
in the fweet and blejffed power of Chrift Jefus the 
meeting ended, and friends departed* The Lqrd 
grai^t tha( you may alfo fee of the travail of your 
louls, and end of your labour ajid fervice of love, who 
feck . not your own things, but the things of Jefu$ 
Chrift in this; your folemn general meeting, 

^ And, dear brethren, we muft tell you, here is 
toom enough for true labourers in God*s vineyard, 
and cannot well forbear to recommend the fervice of 
truth in this nation,, to your ferious confideration, if 
happily the Lord may put it into the hearts of any 
faithful apd weighty brethren, to yifit it in the wprd 
of eternal life ; for we can not but fay, the harveft ap^ 
pears to us to be great, and the labourers iq comparifon 
but a few- So in that love which many waters can^ 
not quench, nor diftance wear out of our rerocm- 
t)ranccs, and in which we defire to be remembered of 
you to die Lord of our houfehpld, v^e 4^^riy an4 
tenderly falute you, and remfdn 

«. Ypur loving and faitl^fiJ brethren. 



J,aml)ftownC|.ad of the Fourth month, i6$8. 



William Penn. 
John Everottjs 
Tliomas Story^ 
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William Pcnn alfo fcnt the following epiftle toi 
friends of this naiion, after his return to England* 

Briftol J 3 th of the Eighth Month, 1698. 
My dear Friends, Brethren, and Sifters of the natioa 
of Ireland. 
* Much beloved in the Lord, and often remembered 
for his name's fake fince I faw your faces, and though 
abfent in body, yet prefent with you in fpirit, 
, * Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father, 
and our Lord Jefus Chrift be increafed amongft you ; 
and it will be increafed, my dear friends, amongft you, 
as you increafe in your faithfulnefs to that bleffed 
teftiraony which the Lord hath given you to bear ; 
for faithfulnefs is the only way to fruitfulnefs (and 
where any are flack and fliort they will not be fruitful 
to the Lord) ; wherefore, my dearly beloved in the 
Lord, keep clofe to him, and ii^ his blefled light 
walk, where you have a right judgment of yourfelves 
;ind others, and may fee what is amifs or Ihort, or 
contrary to the truth, and your call and ftation in it ; 
that fo, every one of you knowing your memberflMp, 
and place in the body, may, while you have a day 
and time, anfwer it to the Lord and his church j for 
this world, my dear- friends, is but a trial and pilgri- 
mage, in order to another ; for this is not the place 
of our reft, and therefore let us not take up our reft 
in fading thipgs, but let the Lord be our reft, who 
is the everlaftipg fabb^th of his ranfomed people^ O 
iny heart is ov^rcopae in the fenfe of his goodnefs ta 
us all every way, O how has he worked for us ! 
Should we not then work for him while we have day 
to work, and lay ourfelves out for his glory, which is 
the way for us to lay up treafure in heaven for our* 
felves ? Wherefore, my dear friends, brethren, and 
fiAers, be you encouraged to double your diligence 
for the Lord, his truth and church, suid let t;he concent 
ipf i{;s pypfperity come more and more upon you, M 
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yput refpeftivc places of abode, that you may fhme 
as lights and heavenly examples amongft your neigh- 
bours and country folk, yea to the poor dark natives; 
that it may appear to all that you have been with Jefus, 
and that JefiK is with you ; for though it be a time 
of peace with you, I tell you, brethren, it is a time 
cf great trial ; your enemy is the fame, though his 
temptations are not, and thereby he hopes to get 
ground upon you, having transformed his appearance ; 
but my foul prayeth to the Lord, that you may not 
be moved from your ftedfaftnefs by the enjoyment of 
thofe things, the lofs of which could not fliake you.' 
Now is the time to grow ftrong in the Lord, ana lay 
«p ftorc for a cold winter day, which the Lord may 
yet fuffer to come for the trial of his people, and 
puniihment of evil-doers, O, I feel my heart engaged 
and tenderly drawn forth to you, " flcfb of my flelh, 
and bone of my bone," in the eternal kindred, where 
1 embrace you in the arms of Jove that is without 
diflimulation, that love which knows no guile, which 
aiany waters cannot quarch, nor time or diftatice wear 
©ut of my remembrance ; for it has an everiafting 
Ijpring. In this I falute you all together, I hope in 
your national meeting, however, it is to the family of 
God, wherever fcattered over that country ; and the 
Lord refide among you, and open his fecrets to you^ 
and make you learned in all the learning of thelfrael- 
ites indeed, the redeemed of God, which is wifdom 
fa a myftcry that the worWs wifdom cannot reach ; 
fo will you be truly comely and edifying to the body 
both of elder and younger, fathers and dirldfen, all 
in the line of Kght, life, and love, fweetly leading and 
following each other, being faftened together by the 
cOrds of charity which keejK the unity of the Spmt 
HI the bond of peace, where the Lord preferve^ 
you all. 

> Things liere, -awd hereaf\ta7, are pretty wrfl 
(bleffedbc the Lord), and go forwaitl: they arcjoi^ 
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111 the good account I gave them of your love, 7eal, 
and care (for it is pleafant to the Lord's people to 
hear well one of another). I find and feel a dark and 
envious fpirit fecretly gathering all its ftrengih together 
to encompafs the holy city, both Gog and Magog ; 
but from heaven will deliverance come to all the 
heavenly minded in the Lord's time j and till then, 
and ever, his bleffed will be done. I could fay no 
more, but a word to the wife may fuifice ; fo my 
dearly beloved in the Lord, I take my leave of yoo, 
and bid you farewel, remaining 

* Your faithftil friend and brother, 

^ in the fellowfliip of the blefftd truth, . 
* William Penn** 

Many friends of the miniftry from abroad, vifited this 
nation this year 1699 ; among whom was Mary Mitchd, 
who went into fundry public places of worftiip, and 
preached repentance in the ftreets of feveral towns, 
cailing upon the people to fear the Lord, and turn 
from the evil of their ways, and declaring that if they 
did not, t?he Lord would vifit them with his judgments; 
particularly in the ftreets of Drogheda, where the 
mayor of the place committed her to prifon, but fhe 
was foon enlarged. 

A geoeral provincial viCt was performed this year ; 
i. e. a vifit to every particular monthly meeting in 
each province, in order to enquire into the ftate of 
each meetifig, atid fee how the wholefome admonitions 
and exhortations giveii forth bad been put in praftice ; 
and an account was returned to the national meeting, 
of the great fatisfeAion and comfort that attended thofc 
concerned in this fervice, the Lord's good prefence 
attending them ; and a condefcenfion appearing in 
thofe that were vifited, with regard to the advice 
given them; and particularly friends of Leinfter 
povince gave an account, that many had leffened their* 
outward concerns, and denied themfelves of the offers 
9f confidersible gain and profit, in order to anfwcr 
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truth's requirings, and friends' labour of love ; and 
that fome who had large holdings had accommodated 
others that wanted fmall trafts of land, and fomc 
offered to do more on that account. 

Agreeable hereunto, was the publicjltion of an 
cpiftle from the province of Leinfter this year (1699)* 
which was difperfed and recommended to the obfer- 
vation of friends ; an epiftle ihewing the fpirit and 
difpofition of the faithful elders in thofe days, and the^ 
juft conceptions thqy bad of Chriftian fimplicity, mode- 
ration, and felf-denial: not confining it to certain 
fuperfluitics in habit and fpeech, as fome have igno- 
rantly op<^malicioufly furmifed, but confidering it in its 
due latitude and extent, being truly fenfible that the 
cares of this life, and the deceitfulnefs of riches, was 
as, dangerous a fnare to the old, as airinefs in de- 
portment and the love of other pleafures are to the 
young; or that the good feed was as effeftually 
hindered from bringing forrti fruit in the thorny, as 
it was in the highway and ftony ground in the parable : 
with me it is alfo a (landing evidence of the true fpiri- 
tual wifdomi and forefight of thefe men, with regard, 
to the pernicious effefts of the unbounded love and pur- 
fuit of worldly riches, on the welfare of our Chriftian 
focicty, the truth of which has been abundandy con- 
firmed by the experience of fucceeding times. 

The epiftle is here annexed, whereof two thoufand 
were printed for publick fervicc, 

£ji Epiftle to friends, given fprth from Leinfter pro- 
vince iheeting, in Ireland, held at Caftledermot 
the 9th, iQth, and nth days of the Seventh month, 
1698. ' . 

*f Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
. ^.the world : If any man love the world, the love of 
^ thje Father is not in h\m/' i; John, chap. i. 15^ 
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THE PREFACE* 

* Dear friends, 

* The following epiftle is recommended to be read 
in the fear of the Lord, in which I, doubt not but you 
will have a fenfe of the godly care and concern which 
the Lord hath raifed in the minds of fome of his faith- 
ful elders, for the good and prefervation of his heritage. 
But if there be any araongft ourfelves or others, not 
acquainted with our Chriftian difcipline, who, for want 
of truly feeing the great danger and hurt that hath 
attended the profeffors of Chriftianity, by unbounded 
defires, and purfuit after the things of this world, 
fliall cenfure our Chriftian care; as if we went about 
to exercife lordfliip over one another, or would hinder 
and limit fuch induftrious and capable perfons, who 
in the fear of God, and in moderation, do improve 
the creation in general, or their own worldly talents 
in particular, which God has been pleaf^d to give 
them; *I fay, if any (hall thus judge of our godly care 
and endeavours, let all fuch know they are miftaken, 
and that no fiich thing is intended. 

* But as a people whom the Lord hath made fenfibic 
of the many fiiares that do attend, and the lofs fome 
have fuftained, by the infatiable defire and too eager 
purfuit after the lawful things of this world, a concern 
came upon us, that if poffible, we might all come to 
be limited with the bounds of truth that leads to mode- 
ration and content, and to depend more upon that 
providential hand of the Lord, that will afford us 
what we ftand in need of, than in an inordinate defire 
to purfue after the gain of this world's goods. 

* And now, dear friends and brethren, this brotherly 
caution arifes in my heart to you, who were eye-wit- 
ncffes and partakers of that wonderful and eminent 
bowing power and prefence of the Lord God, that ap- 
peared amongft us at that meeting, that'none who were 
witncffes of the power of the Lord at that time, smd 
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thereby brought into a lively fenfe and fight of the 
great danger attending that mind which would be 
going after covetoufnefs, may in the leaft give way 
thereto, or enter into rcafoning and confulting with 
flefli and blood, by which you will lofe the fenfe you 
then had of that fpirit, and be in danger of becoming 
monuments of God's difpleafure* But on the coti*^ 
trary, keep to the guidance and direftion of God's 
Spirit in yourfelves, which will limit yonr defires 
(to the lawful things of this world) within the bounds 
of truth : which is the tarneft defire of one that defires 
the good and prefervation of all, in that which will 
tjcnd to the glory of God, and bring everlailing 
comfort in the end. 

* Thomas Trafford.' 

To all our dear friends and brethren in this nation cf 
Ireland, and elfewhere. 

* The falutation of our dear love in the Lord Jefuj 
Chrift, in tender bowels, flows forth to the whole 
heritage of God, with fefvent defires that all may 
walk worthy of his great love and fatherly kindncfe, 
who hath bleffed us in turning us from our iniquities, 
and brought us to the knowledge of himfelf, by the 
blelTed light of his dear Son fhining in our hearts, 
and by the evidence of his Holy Spirit confirmed one 
faith in the unfpeakable benefit we have, both in his 
fiurft and fecond coming for to fuiFer for us, in tha^ 
prepared body, and now in Spirit and glorious power 
of the Father, to perfeft our redemption and falvation, 
and to reconcile us unto himfelf by wafliing us with 
the water of regeneration, and fprinkling us with the 
blood of his covenant, and under his daily crofe, 
which crucifies us to the world, and renews his 
heavenly image in us, and hath preferved us in »1| 
exercifes of troubles, temptations, and perils of all 
i^rrs, .viward and outward, and fed us pl^pifully with 
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the wholcfome and found doftrinc of his heavenly 
kingdom, and watered us abundantly from time to 
time, with the diftillatictos of the fhowers thereof, 
flowing from the clouds that he hath prepared and 
filled with his Holy Spirit, to replenilh his hufbandrjr 
and vineyard witli the myfteries of faith and godlinefs, 
as the former rain in its feafon, and the htXGt 
rain in its feafon; and clothed us with religious 
difcipline and gofpel order, that no nakednefs may be 
amongft us, but every member of this body which 
Chrift is the head of, may be covered with his righ- 
teoufnefs in words and aftions, following him (in 
the daily crofs and ifelf-denial by faith in him) as 
lights in the world, to the praife and glory of God, 
And in order to carry on and perfcft this good work 
for our eftablifhment) and his honour, he hath raifcd 
and fettled, and is raifing, inftruments according to his 
bleffed promife, that, he would give to his people 
judges as at the firft, knd counfellors as at the begin- 
ning: men fearing God and hating covetoufnefs, 
gifting them for this great work with his Holy Spirit 
of counfel, with a found mind and imdcrftanding, 
and a concern for his honour, and profperity of his 
bleffed truth amongft men, the enlargement and ex- 
alting of the government and kingdom of Chrift with 
all godly diligence, according to the ability and gift 
of his Holy Spirit, given to them for this work and 
fervice for the Lord j^nd his people, as help-meets ia 
government, and overfeers and door-keepers of the 
flock and church of Chrift, walking before them as 
good examples in felf-denial, not only to the unlawful 
things of the world, but to the lawful things ; the 
JLord bounding them in their getting, and ordering 
them in their management, and difpofing thereof, 
that the flock may follow by their footfteps, as they 
?hus follow Chrift. 

* And, dear friends, you of this nation know, that 
fDf feverai years paft theje hath been, and yet ric- 
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inains, a godly catc on the fpirits of fuch whoiii itc 
Lord ham thus raifed and concerned as overfeers^ 
that all things might be well in the thhrth of Chrift, 
and that he may prefent it to the Father as a chaftc* 
l^irgin, without blemifli ; and on this account much 
labour of love hath been beftowed at opportunities and 
Teafons, which the Lord hath put into our hatids, 
and have been fanftified to us, the Lord owning his 
work and us in it, and honouring our affemblicJs in 
this fervice with his jpowerful, glorious prefence, to 
the overcoming of our hearts with comfort atid fatls* 
faftion, opening our underftandings by the enlarge* 
ment of his Holy Spirit, in many things abfolutely 
needful to be put in praftice, for the prefervatiori of 
his people out of the fnares of the enemy of mankind, 
which he lays in the world, and baits them with the 
things of this world. And God hath wonderfuUf 
owned and bleffed our labours, to our great comfort 
and encouragement, and the great benefit and fatis- 
faftion of many, who give thanks and praifes to the 
Lord for the benefit received, on many accounts, 
through thofe clofe concerns and labours of love for 
the good of one another, as faviours on Mount Sion. 
* And, now that which remains, and chiefly is 
before us in this fervice, is to warn and admonifh the 
church of Chrift, to beware of the fnares of that un* 
wearied enemy, which he lays in fecret, and baits, 
with the lawful things of this world, in this time of 
eafe and great liberty ; for his baits are fuitable to 
the times and feafons, to anfwer the inclination of 
people*s minds, that go from things that are above, 
after the things that are below ; and it is eafy to 
underftand the generality of people are taken in his 
fnares, and carried away after riches, preferment^ 
honour, greatnefs, and vain-glory in the things of 
this world, that are uncertain, and foon come to an 
end : and he is ftriving to break in upon the people 
pf our fociety, whom the Lord hath called by hiif 
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grace out of the world, to obey and follow him in 
all things, as lights in the world to his honour. And 
this enemy of all righteoufnefs hath prevailed on 
many, that are not fo careful and watchful in the 
light of Chrift as they ought to be } and others fol- 
lowing their examples to get riches, and be big in the 
world, invade other mens properties, and fail in theif 
jMirpofes, fo facrifice religion and their own credit, 
to their greedy defirc after gain, and give occafioa 
for men to brand us with the charafter of covetxjul^ 
nefs, which caufes the truth profciTed by us, to be 
evil fpoken of, (tumbles the minds of fomc that other- 
wife might join with us, and hinders the Lord's work 
of reformation on many accounts, and grieves brs 
good fpirit, and woun(h the hearts of his^ faithful 
feryanXs^ that are given up in heart, mind, body, and 
fubftance, that the Lord may limit, bound, order and 
difpofe of them and all they have, , and ixold as 
ftewards under him, that hath all power in heaven 
and earth, with all due reverence, fubjeftion, and 
obedience, where our prefervation is from the in- 
roads the enemy makes to hinder the progrefs of the 
Lord's people, and to make them unfruitful to the 
Lord as his vineyards, in heavenly and fpiritual 
things ; but inftead thereof to bring forth wild grapes, 
briars, thqrns, thirties and tares, the fruits of the 
mind, heart, fpirit, and affections that go in their ovm 
vrills into earthly things, beyond the bounds and 
limits of the Lord's everlafting truth, which is great 
provocation for the Lord to curfe the ground, and to 
lay his vineyard walte, which he hath bcftowed great 
labour upon, that it might bring forth good fruit, to 
the praife, honour, and glory of his great name. 

' Now under a due confideration of the great 
injury and damage the church of Chrift hath and 
doth fuftain in our day, by this floating fph-it that 
leads into the lawful things of the world, beyond the 
bounds of truth, and beyond the ufe for which they 

Vol. III. M 
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were created and given of God, a great concern came 
upon feveral of us in a fpiritual travail, for the honovit 
of God and the prefervation of his people, the comc- 
linefs, beauty and credit of the unfpotted religion 
profeffed by us ; and under this godly care and con- 
cern the Spirit and power of the Lord mightily ap- 
pearing with us, and in us, in which the teftimony of 
the Lord Jefus rofe in many, as a ftandard lifted up 
againft the invafions of an enemy, and great labours 
and endeavours were ufed to ftop this unfatiable 
Tpirit that is fo eager after earthly things, and yet 
not willing to be called by the name of covetoufnefs, 
and to bring it within the bounds and limits of truth. 
This religious concern being praftifed from time to 
time for feveral years, at fuch opportunities as the 
Lord put into our hands to be concerned in church 
aflfeirs, that nothing might get in or grow which God 
hath not fowed nor planted, but be plucked up and 
rooted out in due time ; that the Lord's plant and 
good feed that he hath planted and fowed, might 
grow, flourifti, and bring forth good fruits in -due 
fcafon, to the hononr and glory of the great Huf- 
bandman, that the cares of this world and covetouf- 
nefs of riches raiight not choke it. 

^ Now we being at our province meeting, before*, 
mentioned, and a great appearance of friends, both 
men and women, and the mighty power of the Lord 
amongft us ; under a weighty fenfe thereof the 
affairs of the church were managed in great unity, 
peace and concord : and under this heavenly canopy 
of the Lord's ancient goodnefs, a weighty concern 
came upon our fyirits, as at other times on the like 
occafion, concerning the bounds and limits of getting, 
and the right mfing, the lawful things of this world; 
and how rar friends might fafely go into them : and 
much time being fpent in church affiiirs to good pur- 
pofe and fatisfeftion, the meeting adjourned till the 
next day j and after the meeting for the worfhip of 
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tioA was over, then men friends, and ancient com 
cerned women, met to oonfider of this weighty 
matter; and accordingly Friends met and fat down 
in great fUcnce, retired to the Lord for his aid and 
counfel, and the Lord was pleafed to appear, and his 
power was great through his Spirit to our comfort; . 
and many hearts were melted bc^e him, becanfe of 
the weight of his goodnefs, which bowed all fpirits; 
and many heavenly things were opened in the tcfti- 
mony of Jefus, concerning the bounds and right ufe 
of the lawful things of this world, and in the demon- 
ftrationof the fpirit and power of Chrift then abound* 
ing amongft us, and governing our aflembly, and 
guiding our hearts and underftandings, unanimoufly 
it was agreed and adjudged, that a competency of 
the lawful things of this wcM-ld . is fuflSicient for every 
one, atnd is the rightbounds, with a due confideration 
of every one's charge, ftation, place and fervice. 
And that mind which will not be content with 
' this, bears the charafter of covetoufhefs, and renders 
fuch unfit to rule in the church of Chrift ; and there 
was an unanimous confent, one by one, to offer up 
ourfclves to the judgment of the province meeting, or 
other approved elders, as the province meeting fhall 
think fit ; if in any thing we do exceed thofe bounds, 
that Truth (i. e. Chrift) may bound us that hath all 
power in heaven and earth : and in a fubjeftion one 
to another in bur poffcffions, holdings, callings^ 
trading, and dealing amongft men, not to be our own 
judges, or walk in the light of our own eyes, con- 
fidering the wife man's faying. That every man's 
caufe is good in his own eyes ; but his neighbour 
finds him out, and in the multitude of counfel is 
fafety. Not that we intend to deprive any of the 
moderate and lawful ufe of the things of this worldj 
or to take from any man his poffefTions, or to invade 
and take away property, but to bring all things into 
right bounds, and fct them in their right places, that 

M 2 
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fo none may be guHiy of the great fin of abofing the 
jLord's mercies, but might ufe and enjoy them to his 
honour ; that in fo doing they may have his peace 
and blefling, which indeed is the true comfort of all 
enjoymraxs. Thus fhatl we give evident teftimony to 
the. world by our moderation, even in the lawfi4 
things^ that we are lane foliawers of the Lord Jefus 
GhrHt,^ in a felf-denying life. And thus, as help- 
meets together in the Lord Jefus, we may be as 
Saviotu-s on mount Sion, building up one another In 
our moft precious faith, and in our heavenly poflef- 
fion in Chrifl Jefus, over the greedy gain, greatnefs, 
^ the world, and perifliing, fading 
: foon come to an end ; and here 
lot glory in his riches, but fee the 
d not lay hold of opportunities to 
Qake himfelf and pofterity great in 
ther endeavour to leffen, that with 
more cafe and cheerfulnef^ he may ferve God and his 
generation with what he hath, with ail his might, 
being glad of every opportunity that prefents, that 
he may do good, and be rich in good works, con- 
Cdering he is a fteward, and his time uncertain in 
what "he enjoys,' and that he muft be accountable to 
the Lord of all, for all things he poffeffes under him ; 
and, under the like confideration, the mean man will 
be glad that he is free from many temptations and 
fnarcs, that the rich in this world are liable to fall 
into, and pierce themfelves with many forrows and 
hurtful lufls, and blefs the Lord for what he enjoys, 
not wanting food and raiment, with which he is well 
content and eafy in his mind, that is towards the 
Lord, and feeks not from place to place, and from 
one country to another, in a covetous mind to heap 
up riches, but looks to the Lord with an eye of 
faith, to receive counfcl from him in his undertakings, 
and dare not go beyond his limits, nor without his 
countenance} and all murmuring, repming and unbe* 
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lief is kept out of, the camp. And there wiil be no 
craving fpirits where the Lord rules, but ail In their 
flations, accol-ding to their ability and gifts, endea- 
vour to ferve^the Lord with all their might and fub- 
ftance, in their places where, the Lord hath raifed 
theift, or ordered them, and may be ferviceaWe ; 
fhaking themfelves from the duft of the earth, putting 
on their beautiful garments of the Lord's government, 
and fliining under the difcipline thereof, rifing over 
the earth and earthly things in the life and powfer of 
Chrift, as lights in. the world in this glorious day of 
the Lord, wherein he is ftaining the glory of the 
lawful things of this world, and the goodlinefs thereof, 
by the brightnefs of his coming in the glory of his 
Father's kingdom ) and is whipping buyers and 
fellers out of the temple, that it may be a houfe fot 
the fcrvice of God, which holinefs bedometh ; that 
he may walk, fup, and make his abode, and the 
offering* of his people may be acceptable to him, 
when he hath purged away all this drofs, tin, and 
reprobate filver. 

* Our hearts are deeply affefted with the care and 
kindnefs of the Lord, for our prefervaiion from the 
fnares of the enemy, which he lays foi- us in the law- 
ful things of this world, far more dangerous, and we 
more liable to be taken in them in this time of great 
eafe and liberty, than in the time of perfecution and 
fufferings, to be frighted from our ftedfaftnefs in our 
faith and principles* , 

^ And, dear friends, we may well undcrftand that 
as to our Society, felf-denial (lands moftly in the 
lawful things, hoping, by this time of this glorious 
day, you have overcome the bafe aikl unlawful things, 
and your hearts and minds arc cleanfed from them 
by the blood of Chrift that Iprinklcs our hearts from 
dn evil confcience, ind wafces our bodies with the 
clean WatW of rtgenctaition, and teficwing of his Holy 
Spirit* Jknit be that hath done thk for us is ftt-> 
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fcfling what is lacking, that he may picfcnt us to God 
the Father fauhldfs^to whom be praifes fcHr ever. 4mca« 

. ^ Sultfcribed, in behalf of the meeting, by 

John Pim, William Tldmmidfonj 

^ George Rooke, Thomas TrafF^rd, 
'fhoro^^s Wilfon, Roger Roberts. 

POSTSCRIPT, 

♦ At the foft, when the Lord called and gathered 
us to be a people, and opened the eyes of our under^ 
(hudings, then we faw th^ exceeding finfulnefs of fin^ 
and the wickednefs that was in the world ; and a pcr-r 
feft abhorrence was fixed in opr hearts againft all 
the wicked, uniuft, vain, ungodly, unlawful pan of 
the wor\d in all refpcfts •, and we faw the goodly and 
moft glorious lawful things of the world to be abufed; 
9&4 that many fnares and temptations lay in them, 
and t^^y troubles and dangers of divers kinds ; and 
wc fek the load of them, and that we could not 
?arry them and run the race the Lord had fet before 
us fo cheerfully as to win the prize of our falvation ; 
fo that our c?irc was to caft off this great load and 
burthen of our great and gainful ways of getting 
riches, and to leffen our concerns therein, tp the com* 
pafs that we might not be chargeable to any 'in our 
ftations and fcrvices required of us, and be ready to 
anfwer Chrift Jefus our Captain, that called us to 
follow him in a fpiritual warfare, under the difciplinc 
of his daily crofs and felfrdenialj and then the things 
pf this world were of fmall value with us, fo that we 
might win Chrift, and the goodlieft things of thq 
Vrorld were not near us, fo that we might be near the 
t.ord, and the Lord's truth outbalanced all the 
world, even the moft glorious part of it. Then great 
trading was a burthen, and great concerns a great 
trpuW^ J 5tll nccdlefg things, fine houfes^ rifh fiwpit 
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turc, and gaudy apparel, was an cyc-forc ; our eye 
being fingle to the Lord, and the inlhining of his 
light in our hearts, which gave us the fight* of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, which fo aflFefted 
our minds, that it ftained the glory of all earthly 
things, and they bore no maftery with us, either in 
dwelling, eating, drinking, buying, felling, marrying, • 
or giving in marriage ; the Lord was the objcft of 
our eye, and we all humble and low before him, and 
felf of fmall repute ; minifters and elders in all fuch 
cafes walking as good examples, that the flock might 
follow their footfteps as they followed Chrifl: in the 
daily crofs and felf-denial in their dwellings, callings, 
eating, drinking, buying, felling, marrying, and giving 
in marriage ; and this anfwered the Lord's witnefs in 
all confciences, and gave us credit amongft men. 

* And as our number increafed, it happened that 
fuch a fpirit came in amongfl us, as was amongft the 
Jews when, they came out of Egypt, and this began 
to look back into the world, and traded with the 
credit which was not of its own purchafing, and 
ftriving to be great in the riches and poffcffions of 
this world •, and then, great fair buildings in city and 
country, fine and falhionable furniture, and apparel 
equivalent, with dainty and voluptuous provifion, 
with rich matches in marriage, with exceffive cufto* 
mary uncomely fmoking of tobacco, under colour, of 
lawful and fcrviceable, far wide from the footfteps of 
the minifters and elders the Lord raifed and fent 
forth into his work and fervice at the beginning j. 
and far . fhort of the example pur Lord and Mafter 
Chrift Jefus left us, when he was tempted in the 
wildemefs with the oflFer of all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them, and defpifed them: and 
Mofes that reftScd to be called the fon of Pharoah's 
(faughter^ and rather chofc affliftion with the Lord's 
people, having a regard to the recompence of rbward. 
And the holy apoftle wntc& to the church of Chrift, 
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both fathers, young men, and the children, and 
advifcs againft the love of the world, and the fafhions 
thereof: and it is working as the old leaven at this 
very time, to corrupt the heritage of God, and to fill 
it with briars, thorns, thirties, and tares, and the 
grapes of the earth to make the Lord rejeft it, and 
lay it wafte. But the Lord of all our mercies, whofe 
eye hath been over us for good fince he gathered us 
to be a people, and entered into covenant with us, 
according to his ancient promife, is lifting up his 
Spirit as a ftandard againft the invafion of this enemy, 
and is raifing up his living word and teftimony in 
the hearts, of many, to ftand in the gap which this 
floating, high, worldly, libertine fpirit hath made, and 
that is gone from the footfteps of them that follow 
Chrift as at firft, and know him to bound them, and 
to keep in his bounds; and not in their own will 
and time lay hold on prefentations and opportunities 
that may offer to get riches, which many have had 
and rcfufed for truth's fake, and the Lord hath ac- 
cepted as an offering, and rewarded to th^ great 
comfort, and to the praife of his great name. 

* William Edmundfon/ 

In the Sixth and Seventh month this year, 1669, W. 
Edmundfon and George Rooke performed a vifit to 
the North, and to Connaught, accompanied by Abel 
StrettcU, Richard Guy, and Henry Ridgeway* 

Their firft vifit was to friends in Ulfter, at their 
Province meeting at Richard Boyes's. Then vifiting 
fome particular meetings of friends in that province, 
they went to preach the gofpel in the following places. 
Near Salter's town at Francis Parfons's they had 
a large meeting, and many fober people came to hear 
truth declared there, and fecmed to be pretty well 
fatisfied; then at Dungivcn was another. meeting; 
thefe places are both in the county of Loiidonderry, ^ 
an4 there was foroe coaviaceaent about) the latter 
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place : then they went into the' coxinty of Donegal^ 
and coming to a place called Raphoe, a bifliop's lee, 
and being defirous to have a meeting with the people 
there, they were much averfe to it, and none of them 
would fuffcr a meeting in their houfe, fo the meeting 
was appointed at the market-crofs; and the people 
gathered, and George Rooke ftood upon the crofs, 
and declared the way of life to them ; and then the 
pricfts called the high conftablc to break up the 
meeting ; but underftanding they afted of themfelves, 
and not by any order from the government, the 
meeting continued about two hours, moft of which 
time was fpent in preaching the free gofpel of Chrift 
Jefus, and the people were fo well affefted with truth, 
that they got a large quiet meeting in the inn where 
they lodged that evening ; and William Edmundfon 
fet the power of truth over all hirelings, and the free 
gofpel of Chrift Jefus above the tithing priefts. The 
next day they had a meeting in the morning about 
four miles from thence, and in the afternoon a meet- 
ing at Letterkenny, both which were quiet, and ra 
the morning following a parting meeting, where the 
fweet prefence of God was richly enjoyed j and 
there being three friends that lived about eight miles 
flonh of that place, they were advifed to keep a 
meeting there (they being far from friends) the pro- 
mife of Chrift being where two or three meet in his 
name, that his prefence fhall be with them; and fo a 
meeting was fettled there for the worfhip of God. 

Soon after, they took their journey for Sligo, and 
came thither the feventh day of the week, and got 
leave to keep a meeting in the market-houfe, where 
many people came the next day and were fober ( and 
then they had a meeting fix miles from Sligo at KiU 
loony, where the prieft did what he could to hinder 
and frighten the people from coming, but all in vain, 
for the meeting was kept to fatisfaftion; and they 
not being clear o£ Sligo went back and Imd another 
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I juftice of peace, and 
way of eternal life was 
b they were left without 
rey had was at a place 
y being moftly Britifti 
^ere very ready to come 
pt in an inn, and a good 
with them. Then they 
none would permit a 
td on to the Province 
e, where meeting with 
ley were comforted in 
giving account of their 
opened in thofe remote 
le meffengers of it, and 
ley enjoyed from God, 
bourers.* 

iTilliam Edmundfon and 
George Rooke performed another vifit to feveral 
parts of the province of Connaught, being a journey 
of about 342 miles, of which a particular account 
may be feen in W. Edmundfon's joumaL 

Barclay's Apology, printed in London, was this 
year ordered to be diftributed among ftrangers. 

This year died James Greenwood and Ann his 
wife, of Grange in the county of Antrim, a faithful 
couple, being of one fpirit (as well as joined together 
in the covenant of marriage) wherein they were true 
help-meets to one another, being endowed with many 
fpiritual gifts and graces, which they,as good ftewards, 
faithfully improved to the honour of the great Giver 
and the benefit and comfort of his people. They 
were of fuch a juft and upright converfation, fearing 
the Lord and efchewing evil, that the truth they pro^ 
feffed was honoured by them; their hearts being 
•feafoncd by the heavenly grace, fo that they were as 

♦ $te a funhcr account of tWs joilrney in Willhun Cdmwidfon's Journal, 
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and evennefs of temper, fo favoury, grave, deliberate^ 
and reaching in her expfeifions, that fuch as were in 
the fervice with her were much ftrengthened and 
encouraged, by the excellent fruits of the Divine Spi- 
rit that appeared through her, both in doftrine, dif- 
cipline, and converfatibn. Her words in her teftimony 
were but few, and not forwardly exprefTed, (he being 
careful not to run before her guide, but to obfervc 
divine conduft, under which her example was a 
check to forward, and rafli appearances ; yet fhc 
was a nurfing mother to the young and tender, a 
refrefher of the weary, an cncourager of the diftreffcd, 
and was fo endued with heavenly wfdom, and a 
taking way of expreffion and gefture in coiiferetice, 
that even dilbrderly and obftinate perfons were often- 
times won upon by her. They both died in the fame 
year, in great refignation and aiTurance of peace 
with Godf 

The latter end of this year (17Q1) king William 
diedj^who, during his whole reign, allowed a Chrifbao 
liberty to tender confciences, the ever memorable aft 
of (olcr^tion being paflcd in his reiiin^ aad continued 
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ami confirmed in thic reign of queen Ann, by which 
the fcveral diflentcrs were exempted from divers 
penalties to which they had been tefore liable ; and 
now friends throughout the nation peaceably enjoyed 
their meetings for the worfliip of God. 

Friends of Dublin fuflfered litde this year (1702) 
for their teftimony againft the fuperftitious obfcrva- 
tion of days, Thomas Bell, mayor of that city^ having 
put forth a proclamation fome time before the day 
called Chriftmas-day, forbidding the tumultuous 
meetings of any men, boys, or apprentice;, under 
pretence of (hutting down friends (hops ; alfo the 
iene£:iial of Thomas-Court and Donore did the like, 
both which proclamations had, in a great meafure^ 
the defired effeft of preventing the meeting of the 
wicked rabUe, their hurdng friends, breaking win* 
dows« &c. as had been ufual in former years. . 

This year a chofcn number of friends in Ulflcr 
performed a general vifit through that province. 

This year (1703) alfo John Page, mayor of the 
city of Dublin, counfcUor Wiljiam Ncave, fenefchal 
of the Liberty of Thomis-Court and Donore, and 
counfcUor Grace, fenefchal of Sepukhre's Liberty, by 
feafonably iffuing j^oclamations as aforefaid, as alio 
lieutenant-general Earl, taking care that the foldiert 
Ihould not be abufive, protected friends of the city 
from the ufual infolence of the rabble, fo that they 
fuffered litde or nothing for opening their fiiops, and 
following then- lawfpl trades and employments, ia 
(eflimony againft the fupo^ftitious obfervation of days j 
and now little fufferings attended friends, except for 
their Chriftian teftimony againft dthes. 

This year (1704), and in the fifty-fixth of his age, 
died Gerftion Bdate, having been convinced about 
1670, and the twenty^fecond of his age; and the. 
Lord was pleafed to beftow upon him a gift in the 
miniftry, in the exercife of which he was many times 
ftclh and Uvdy^ and fometimes travelled both ia this 
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nation and fbme parts of £ngland,Scotland,an<I Wales. 
He was ready and wiMing 10 fcrve truth and friends 
vrith all his might, both in travelling with friends in 
the miniftrjr, au^ in feeking relief for fuch as were 
under fuiFerings ; and he was a man of fuch parts and 
intereft, that he feldom miffed effeSmg the matter he 
look in hand. He was of a quick apprehenfion, great 
abilities and courage, ai^d very ferviceable to the 
country on fcveral accounts, and particularly with* 
regard to the Rapparees that infefted it ; and was 
wonder folly preferved through many imminent dan- 
gers, from thofe blood-thirfty men who lay in wait 
for mifchief. By this means he became acceptable to 
the government, and had an intereft among, and a 
ready accefs to, perfons in power, which however he 
did not apply to his own promotion, in the profits or 
honours of this world, but to the advancement of 
truth and its tcftimony, and the good of his brethren. 
He was a true fervant of the church, and in its fer- 
vke contra€led his laft illnefs, and died in great peace 
and refignation to the will of God, 

Faithful friends at this time (1705) were in good 
efteem, the government fevourable, and magiftrates 
generally moderate. 

This year feyeral friends, appointed by a province- 
meeting in Ulfter, performed a general vifit through 
that province. 

It feems not unfeafonable here to obferve, that 
whereas for feveral preceding years repeated advices 
were given, and earneftly recommended, from fundry 
half-year's meetings, that friends ftiould refrain from 
the too eager purfuit of great concerns and incum- 
brances of the world, in orcfer that all might be 
reftrained, if poffible, from thofe things that would 
hurt them inwardly or outwardly ; although it was a 
time wherein opportunities fcemcd to oflfer for getting 
riches, by great trades, flocking of forms, &c. yet 
ieveral difappointments happened to thofe that took 
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Vberij hcr^in^ particularly on occafion of a grtat 
decay of trade which cnfiied on the wars abroad, fo 
that fome who flighted and rcjeftcd the timely advice 
and warning given them, fiiffcred great lofs^ both 
as to their inward condition and outward affairs ; but 
fuch who complied were fenfiblc of the benefit thereof, 
both with refpeft to their eafe in the things of thi$ 
world, and their inward peace and fatisfaSion. 

This year died John Clibbom of Mo^te Granogc, 
a patient and faithful fuffercr for truth's teftimony, 
an open hearted man to entertain friends and ferve 
truth with his outward fubflance, and very charitable 
to the poor. 

Befides other minifteriiig friends who vifited the 
nation this year (1706), Thomas Rudd from Eng- 
land, landed at Dublin in the Sixth month, and after 
being at friends meeting there the Sixth day of the 
week, on the day following, accompanied by our 
friends Robert Bradfhaw and Jofeph Gill, both 
dwellers in the faid city, he paflTcd through four or 
five ftreets thereof, uttering the following words, viz.. 

* Oh the dreadful and Almighty God will dreadfully 

* plead becaufe of fin ; * but before he was clear of 
that fcrvice, fome officers, by an order from alderman 
William Gibbons, mayor of the city, brought him 
before the faid mayor, and feveral oAer aldermen, 
and the faid two friends went along with him thither ; 
fo a mittimus was written, and they all three were 
fent to the Wheat-fheaf prifon, where they remained 
clofe prifoners three days, and then were fet at 
liberty by means of friends application to the mayor, 
recorder, and fome of the aldermen; and Thomas, 
being unhealthy of body, went into the country, 
thereby expefting fome benefit, refpcfting his dif- 
temper ; and palfingNorth ward, vifited friends meetings 
in Ulfter province, and returned to Dublin; where, 
being accompanied by the faid two friends, he paffed 
again tljirough the fame ilreets as before, declaring 
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the former words, and met with no oppoficion or 
moleftation from the magiftrates, and afterwards wcttt 
into other parts of- the country where he had not 
been. He vifited moft of friends meetings in the 
nation, and alfo had fervice in the ftreets of many 
towns and public places in divers parts thereof. 

This year died Anthony Sharp, who was born in 
GlouCefterftiire in England, in the year 1642. He 
was convinced about the year 1665, by the rainiftry 
of William Dewfbury, at a meeting in prifon at 
Warwick. He came to fettle in Dublin in 1669, 
and fome time after was concerned in a public tefti- 
mony ; and friends in Dublin then being but few, 
and thofe expofed to fufierings on the account of 
tithes, &c. he was very ferviceable to them by advice, 
and appearing before rulers and magiftrates on their 
behalf, wherein his endeavours were often bleffed 
with fuccefs, as alfo by entertaining friends cheerfully 
at his houfe. He was an induftrious man in the 
concerns of this life, and having juftly acquired the 
reputation of a wife and honeft dealer, his credit 
among men, and outward fubftance daily increafed, 
which however did not prove a means of choaking 
the good feed in his heart, he being both a large 
contributor to the poor, and devoted to ferve truth 
and friends in his generation, both with his fubftance 
and underftanding. He was a man of an honeft, 
fober, and clean converfation ; for although he had 
occafion to converfe with people of various perfuafions 
and tempers, and temptation? of divers kinds attended; 
yet through the goodnefs of God he was fo preferved, 
that there was no juft caufe to reproach truth on his 
behalf, being very careful to avoid needlefs company 
keeping, and being leavened • into the fpirits of 
thofe he converfed with, by too much familiarity ; 
but would take occafion to difcourfe of the principles 

* i.e. Conformed to the Difpolitions. 
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^ initio or foapc religjoua fubjeft whereby tbcy 
»^ht be diverted from thofe vaia drfcouries that 
mrt too frequeiu in many companies. In his public 
te&imoaj he was Bumy time$ zealoufly concerned for 
the convincement of fira^ers, being gifted for that 
fcrvicc, having a good underftaiKiing, a ready utte- 
ranee, and a clear way of delivery ; and indeed his 
labour of love in that rcfpeft did, through the 
bleffing of God, prove effedual %o feveral. He has 
kft in manufcript feveral pieces written in defence of 
truth, againft priefts and others ; particularly on lar- 
Biediace revelation, on the call of a gofpcl minifter, 
Ctt womens* preaching, baptifm, the Lard's fupper, 
<f c. He travelled feveral tinxes through this nation 
md in England; and in the year 1695, vi&ed 
Holland, fome parts of Germany, and Denmark, 
amd fome time after, Scotland, in the work of the 
miniftry ; and at length, having been very ferviceable 
among friends for many years, and finilhed his courfc, 
he hid down his head in peace. 

This^ ye^r ^4706) feveral Friends, by appointment 
oi theProvin<re meeting, made a general vifa through 
the province of XJlfter, and returned fatisiaftory ac- 
counts of their fervice. 

This year (1707) alfo feveraj Friends, appointed 
by the Quarterly meeting of Leinfter, performed a 
f ifit to the feveral Monthly meetings of that province 
to good fatisfaftion. And in the year 1708, a like 
general vifit was made through the meetings in the 
province of Munfter, with good effeft. 

This year (1708) Jofeph Pike publifhed a Treatife 
©Bi Baptifra and the Lord's Supper, which, though 
ordered to be printed at a national charge, the author 
chofe to do at his own coft, 

N. B. It is no new thing, that the church of Chrift 
fliould flourifli und^r perfecution, and, on the other 
hand, fuflFer in a time of outward eafe and tranquillity; 
for this has been ufually her lot* Accordingly, the 
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former part of this hiftory is pi^tty much made up 
of accounts of the zeal, piety and fervent charity 
that prevailed among the brethren in times of per* 
Iccmion ; on the contrary, the remaining parts? of 
this narrative of the ftate of thq church, in the days 
of tranquillity and ceflation from perfecution^ will 
afford but too many inftances of the decay of love 
towards God and one another; and it were doing 
injuftice to the prefent time to pafs by the followiiig 
pbfervarion, viz. That in the year 1708, complaint 
w^as made from divers parts of the nation to the 
Half-year's meeting, of a lukewarm fpirit among the 
profcffors of truth, and particularly of the want of 
that true concern and travail of fpirit which ought to 
prevail, in the meetings for the worfhip of Alnrtighty 
God ; and it appeared to Friends at their National 
meeting, upon a ferious confideration of this com- 
plaint and grievance, that it niight be very much 
occafioned through the too great love of, and too eager 
purfuit after, the things, of this world ; for which 
reafon the cautions formerly given forth againft this 
evil, ih divers minutes, were revived, and the more 
diligent obfervance thereof recommended. 

About the fame time I find there was a weighty 
concern among Friends, for the regulation of men's 
and women's meetings, that none might be admitted 
members thereof, but fuch who were well inclined 
and concerned for the profperity of truth, according 
to the firft inftitution ; * and William Jldmundfon 
wrote an cpiftlc this year on this head, which was 
approved and recommended bv the National meeting, 
and may be feen at the end of his Journal. 

Among other miniftring Friends who vifited ilhis 
nation this year (1709) was James Dickinfon^ wlio 
had a particular warning to Friends andx:>thers, of a 
day of great mArtality approaching. 

* Sec Okc TrMtii^ df ChriiUan pifciplinc 
VoL.m. N 
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This year John Exham, a Friend, aged about eighty 
years, came from his dwelling at Charleville, in the 
county of Cork, and^ifited Friends in their families 
through moft parts of the nation. See a further ac- 
count of him in the year 1721. 

This year, (17 10) and in the fixticth of his age, 
died John Watfon of Kilconner. in t^ county of 
Catherlough. He was convinced about the year 
1673, by the miniftry of John Burnycat; when he 
took up a refolution to be faithful, according to the 
then prefent manifcftj^tion of his duty given him, not^ 
withftanding its expoiiog him to fome difficulties, and 
ftiflferings from his parents and relations, for refufing 
to join with them in their wzj of worfliip, for ufing 
the plsun language, &c, whicn was hard to be borne 
by his father, who with the archdeacon, John Plum- 
mer, ufcd their endeavours to reduce him to a com- 
pliance with their church-ordinances by perfuafion, 
which proving ineflFeftual, the archdeacon threatened 
him with a prifon ; to which he anfwered, ^ I do not 
fear it, but will make ready for one,* and accordingly 
he difpofed of fome of the land which he held, that 
he might have lefs rent and incumbrance lying on 
him. 

In the year 1678, a meeting was fettled at his 
houfe, which caufcd the faid archdeacon Plummer, 
and Richard Boyle, biihop of Leighlin and Femes, 
to be angry, and foon after he was fued in their 
court, and taken by a writ de excommunicato capiendoj 
for refufing to pay one pound fixteen Ihillings, de- 
manded towards the repairs of the worfhip-houfe at 
Feriagh ; but before he was taken to prifon, the laid 
Plummer meeting him, fpoke with feeming kindnefs 
to him, faying, if he wovdd fubmk to them, and not 
fuffcr meetings to be at his houfe, all ihould be 
paffed by and forgiven him j which he, for confcience 
fake refufing to comply with, the faid Plummer being 
enraged, faid, * Take him away to prifon j there he 



Digitized by 



Google 



FIOPLE CALLED QJJAKEHSf- 195 

iliall lie till be rotsj' and then going away, John 
Watfon called him back, and faid he was 16 tell him 
that he Ihould not profpcr in what he intendd 
againfl: him, which accordingly came to |>afs j for al*^ 
though John was fent to prifon that day, and dofcljT 
confined for about fix months, he after that, by the 
favour of John Tench the fhcriff, obtained fomc 
liberty to go home to his family j whereat the faid 
Plummer being mUch difpleafcd, went the week be- 
fore the enfuing affizes to confult with the biihop, m 
cwrder to fue the fheriff for granting him that tib^r^; 
but in returning home he was fuddcnly fmote with 
the lofs of the ufe of, his limbs, and continued in 
that condition for fome time before he died, whero» 
upon the fuit dropt for that affize, and he lived hot 
to fee his defign accomplifhed on the faid John Watfon, 
who however continued a prifbner above two years. 

He received a gift i» the mmiftry bi the year 1676, 
in the exercife of which he approired himfelf a faith* 
ful fteward, and a diligent and zealous laboured, 
often vifitiug the meetings of Friends in this nation, 
as alfo in England ; and befides attending the meet- 
ings in the province of Leinfter, to which he be- 
longed, he ufually once a year, whilft of ability to 
travel, vifited the meetings of Friends in the other 
two provinces of Ulfter and Munfter, and the Lord 
was pleafed to blefs his concern and labour of love 
therein, to t^e convincement of fome, and edificatioft 
and comfort of many. * He was alfo fcrviceablc in 
difcipline, being zealous to keep up good order, and 
that all might walk as becometh the gofpel, m an 
holy and blamelefs converfation, wherein he was a 
good example, and careful to rule well his own houfe. 
He died in great peace of confcience, and rcfignation 

♦ Robert Lccky of Kilmainliam, accompanying him and Anthony Shafp, 
in a journey to the north-, Wat convinced> and became a %viccable man to 
the Society. 
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to the will of God, with the comfort of an aflurance 
that he had finiihed his day's work in his day. 

A general vifit was performed, (171 1) by Friends 
appointed by the Province meeting, through the 
province of Leinftcr, in order to ftir up Friend^ 
cfieaually, to put in praftice the fevefal advices that 
*had been from time to time given forth, from na- 
tional and other meetings. 

This year the following Friends were appointed to 
go over to London, in order to join Friends in Eng- 
land in foliciting the Englifli parliament, for further 
cafe with refpeA to the animation, (ke the year 
1696 above) and accordingly they went over on that 
account, viz. Alexander Seaton, John Barcroft, 
Thomas Ducket, John Boles, Nicholas Harris and 
Gerfbon Boate, fon of the late Gedhon Boate. 

And in the year 171 2, a treatife concerning oaths, 
formerly printed at London in the year 1675, was, 
by order of the Half-year's meeting, reprinted here 
for a general fervice, to. the number of one thoufand* 

Among other miniftring Friends from abroad, who 
vifited this nation this year, was James Holkins, who 
iaving been here laft year, and upon fome extraor- 
dinary occafion returned to England, landed a fecond 
time in Dublin, went from thence northwards, and 
had meetings among ftrangers in the counties of 
Dcrry and Donnegal. At Londonderry he was hand- 
led roughly, and put out of the city, nor would 
they fuffer him to have a meeting, yet he had good 
fervice in feveral places thereaway. Afterwards he 
went into Gonnaught, accompanied by feveral Friends 
from Dublin, and had feveral meetings in that pro- 
vince among ftrangers, and without moleftation, ex- 
cept at Caftlebar, where the people were intimidated 
from going to the meeting by fir Henry Bingham, 
, the chief m?in of that place, and juftlce of the peace, 
who threatened to fend them to the houfe of cor- 
region if they went to the meeting, and by his au* 
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thority the faid James Hoflcins was haled out of the 
meeting, put into bridewell, and kept prifoner there 
about two days. 

This year died that eminent and faithful minifter 
and elder William Edmundfon, of whofe labours in 
doftrine and difcipline a particular account hath been 
given in the foregoing part of this hiftory. It feem$ 
however not to be fuperfluous, in this place, to give 
a ftiort Iketch of his diftinguifliing talents and cha 
rafter. 

About the year 1650 he went into the army, and 
continued a foldier fome time under the parliament, 
in the civil wars in England and Scotland, but being 
religioufly inclined he grew weary of that way of life, 
the Lord leading him from a carnal to a fpiritual 
warfare; and in the year 1651 he quitted the army 
and came to Ireland. In the year 1655 he became 
firft concerned to fpeak a few words in meetings, in 
fear and humility, being under a jealoufy left a wrong 
fpirit might get entrance to deceive him, under the 
likenefs of an angel of light ; but as he abode faith- 
ful, he grew in the exercife of his gift, and became 
an able minifter of the gofpel, and an inflrument in 
the Lord's hand of converting, many to righteoufnefsl 
jn this nation, as alfo in England and America. He 
had a great (hare of natural parts, though but of a 
mean education, was found in doftrine, plain in 
preaching, and free from aflfeftation, and was often- 
times wonderfully enlarged in declaring the myfteries 
of the kingdom of Chrift, as well as the mylterious 
workings of fatan ; he had a fmgiilar gift in opening 
ani applying the typical part of the law, to the fub- 
ftance in the gofpel ; he was fharp in his teftimonr 
againft tranfgreffors, yet tender to the dejefted and 
penitent ; he was very often zealoufly concerned to 
exhort Friends to beware of the love, and too eager 
purfuit of the riches and greatnefs of the world, as 
being the chief engine the enemy of truth had to 
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hurt us a people; a truth of great importance, which 
^ it has been abundantly verified among the fuc- 
cceding profeffors of the fame way, it may be worth 
while to give a fpecimen pf his fentiments on this 
bead, as a hjnt not ufelefs to many of us : "I know, 
(fays he, in a letter to a friend, recorded in his jour- 
pil) that the eagernefs after the lawful things ot this 
world, at this time, hinders many friends growth in 
t]ie precious truth, and their fervice to it in their 
diay, though otherwife of great parts and abilities to 
cio much fervice for truth on majiy accpuutSj, as in- 
flruments in the hand of God ; but they cannot ferve 
God a3 they ought to do, and as the day requires, 
nor pleafe the Captain of our fpiritual warfare as 
good foldiers, whilft they cumber themfclves with the 
things of this world ; and this is the great failure an4 
ilumbling-blpck at this day, and too many of our 
jocicty are hurt thereby, who have in meafure efcaped 
the unclean, unjuft and unlawful things of ihi$ world, 
ati4 waflxed their garments from the fpota thereof, 
and fo bear the name of virgins, but fit down in the 
4uft, in the lawful things of this world, without ^ 
4ue confidcration and true regard of the right ujfe 
ajad fervice of them in the creation, and to the 
bounds and limits of truth, in the getting and ufing 
q£ them in their places and fervices, and fo (as the 
^lifb virgins) want the oil that would make their 
hmps^ buru an4 their lights Ihine ; on which account 
great danger doth appear, that many, as the foplifh 
virgins, will be (but out of the bridegroom's cham- 
ber, when thofc that are ready, who have Ihakeu 
th«mfelves from the dufl and put pn their beautiful 
garments, having oil in their lamps, and arifing ii^ 
3ie hrigbiafcfe or this glorious day of the Lord, hav- 
ing thcur affeftions fet on things above^ where Chrift 
is, and not on things that be upon the earth, eater 
with Chrift into the wedding chamber/' 
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He was a moft zealous and faithful labourer in the 
cxcrcife of his gift, for the edification of the churches 
both at home and abroad ; he went to America oa 
this account three times (where he purfued his 
journey and the work before him, oftentimes in immi- 
nent danger of his natural life, committing it to God 
that gave it) firll in the year 1 671, in company with 
George Fox and others, then in 1675, and Jaftly in 
1683, where he had great and good fervice both m 
the miniflry of the word, and in fettling meetings for 
Chriftian difcipline ; of which meetings, as well as 
thofe for worfliip, he was a moft conftant attender, 
and frequently had meetings among friends and 
ftrangers, in divers remote parts of this kindom, and 
in England i often travelling in the fervice of the 
gofpel in great bodily weaknefe and pain, fupported 
by faith, when natural ability failed, even to extreme 
old age ; fo that in the 83d year of his age he tra- 
velled on this account. He had an excellent gift in 
prayer and fupplication, fo that his appe^irance, when 
under the performance of that part of divine worfhip, 
was with that dread and awfulncfs upon his fpirit, 
that it made a great impreffion on the fpirit of 
friends, caufing tendernefs many times to come over 
the meeting. 

It is hard to fay, whether he was more eminent in 
doftrine or in difcipline: for the latter he was emi- 
necftly gifted, gladly joining with George Fox and 
odicrs, in fettling men*s and women's meetings through 
this natiojn, and when fettled, he was a zealous 
labourer' in them j a faithful elder, worthy of double 
honour, the care of the churches being much upon 
himj particularly, he was greatly concerned that 
none Ibould be admitted members of fuch meetings, 
but thofe who were of clean and orderly converfiitiontj, 
walking as examples to the flock, having a concern 
upoa their minds for the promotion of truth and 
tighteouitiefs in the earth ; and ^lany time^ he had 
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good fervicc in fuch meetings, in clearly declaring the 
neceflary qualifications of fuch ; beginning at thofe 
whom tnc Lord put his fpirit upon to affift Mofes, 
who were men fearing God and hating covetoufnefs ; 
and going through the law and the prophets, and 
the doftrines delivered by Chrift, as alfo the difcipline 
and order of the primitive church coming out of the 
wildemefs ; that the authority of truth might be kept 
up in thefc meetings, and the members thereof be 
faithful men, fo that juftice and true judgment might 
be maintained in all thofe meetings without refpeft of 
pcrfons, and judgment be placed upon all diforderly 
and unruly perfons; that God*s houfe might be kept 
clean, which holinefs becomes for ever. 

He had a great fhare in bearing the burthen in the 
heat of the day, which he cheerfully underwent, and 
was endued with valour and courage, fuitable to the 
work it pleafed God to call him unto, in the times of 
the fufferings of friends in this nation. 

He was of a folid and grave countenance and 
deportment, flriking an awe over the wicked, light and 
aiiy } a reprover of and terror to evil doers, yet an 
encourager of thofe who did well, but with prudence, 
fo that none might be lifted up thereby. He did not 
feck after popularity, but was rather fliy, not inti- 
mate with any be had not trial and true knowledge 
of, nor willing to lay hands fuddenly on any but 
thofe he foond to be faithful. 

He was temperate in eating and drinking, his dif- 
courfe weighty, and moftly on the ]thing« of God, 
tending to edification and inftrufiion ; a careful 
and tender father, [if he erred on either hand, it 
was rather on that of aufterity than indulgence] a firm 
friend and kind neighbour, given to hofpitality ; and 
notwithftanding the great charge he was frequently 
at, in his travels in the work of the miniftry, yet he 
was exemplarily liberal in colleftions for the poor; 
&c. and, although it was often his lot to be feparate4 
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froin thofe dear enjoyments of wife and children, for 
the gofpcl's fake, he ordered his temporal affairs 
with difcretion, fo that there might be no want in 
his family, in his abfence, of either commendable 
employment or ncceflaries. A man of a truly 
publick, Chriftian fpirit, frequently and fuccefsfiilly 
concerned in applying to thofe in authority, for the 
relief of fuffering brethren, as well as other fuffering 
Proteftants, in the time of the troubles in Ireland, 
A. D. 1689; being zealous to make ufe of the 
influence he had with the government, for the publick 
good. 

He has left behind him a journal of his own life, 
to which are annexed fcveral epiftles, and a letter of 
examination to all fuch who have afTumed the place 
of fliepherds, herdfmen and overfeers of the flocks, 
of people of all forts, in Chriftendom, to fee if their 
accounts be ready, and what order their flocks arc 
in, with a few lines of good news to the feveral 
flocks, dated from Jamaica, A.D. 1672, as alfo a paper 
concerning oflferings to God in prayer and fuppli- 
cation, which is here inferted from his journal, and 
recommended to the obfervation of thofe whom it 
concerns, viz* 

^* The offerings, that are acceptable to God, rauft 
be oflfered in righteoafnefs, and with clean hearts and 
lips, for the Lord is pure and holy, and will be fanc- 
tified of all that come near him, and his worfhip is 
in fpirit and in truth ; wherefore prayer, fupplication, 
and addrefles to God being a fpecial part of his 
worfliip, muft be performed in fpirit and truth, with 
a right underftanding, feafoned with grace, and wictf 
the word of God, even as the facrifices under the old 
covenant were to be brought and offered in clean 
veflcls, feafoned with fait and with fire : fo all, now 
under the new covenant, who approach fo nigh to 
God, a$ to offer an offering in prayer, muft have 
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tbtir heans fprinkled from an evil confcicncc, and 
their bodies walhcd in clean water, and fanftified with 
the word of God, and their fcnfes feafoned with his 
grace and fpirit in divine underftanding, and muft 
offer that which is found and pertinent, which the 
fpirit makes known to be needful, whofe intcrceffiou 
is acceptable, as a fweet fmelling facrificc in the 
noftrik of God, and a favour of life unto life, and of 
death unto death, though in iighs, groans, or few 
words, being found, pithy, and fervent. For the 
Lord knows the mind of the fpirit, that makes inter- 
celfion to him, who hears and gracioufly anfwers.** 
Lev. xxi. 6. xxM. 20. 32. Deut. xxxiii. 19. Pfalm 
Ixxiii* 13. Mark ix. 49, 50. Lev. ii. 13. Heb. x. 22* 
Rom* viii. 26, 27. 

^* And now all are to be careful, both what and 
how they offer to God, who will be fanftified of all 
that come near him, and is a confuming fire, who 
confumed Nadab and Abihu that offered ftrange fire, 
though they were of the high prieft's line. And 
there may be now offerings in prayer and fuppiication, 
10 long repetitions of many words, in the openings 
<^ fome divine illuminations, with a mixture of heat 
and paifion of the mind, and zeal beyond knowledge^ 
and in this heat, paifion and forward zeal, run on 
into many needl(;is words and long repetitions, and 
ibmetimes out of fupplication into declaration, as 
though the Lord wanted information ; fuch want the 
divine underftanding, and go from the bounds and 
Tirmts of the fpirit, and will of God, offer what comes 
to hand, (like that forced offering of king Saul, 
;^hich Samuel called foolifh, and the ftrange fire and 
Torccd offering,) and lavifh all out, as if Aerc were 
no trcafury to hold the Lord's treafures, that may 
open and prefent to view at times, for their own 
benefit ; fo fuch in the end coming to poverty and 
want, fe down in the dry suid barren ground : where- 
WTC ;|U axe to know their treafury, and treafure up 
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the Lord's openings, and try the fpirit by which thcjr 
offer, that they may know the Lord's tried gold, 
and not mix it with drofs or tin, and know his ftamp, 
heavenly image and fupcrfcription ; and not countei^ 
feit, wafte, or lavifh it out, but mind the Lord's 
dircfliions, who will call aU to an account, and give 
to every pne according to their deeds, and all the 
churches Ihall know, that he fearches the heart and 
tries the reins." Deut, iv. 24. , Lev. x. i, 2. Heh« 
xii. 29* I Cor* xiv. 17. 1 Sam* xiii. 12, 13V If^. 
1. II* Mat. ^ii* 35* Rev. iii. 18. ii. 23. 

" As under the old covenant, there was the Lord's 
fire, that was to bum continually on the altar, and 
received the acceptable offerings : fo there was 
ftrange fire, which was rejefted, and the offering that 
was offered therein. And now in the new covenant 
there is a true fervency, heat, and zeal, according to 
the true knowledge of God, in the fpirit and word of 
life, that dies not out, in which God receiver the 
acceptable offerings : fo there is alfo a vnrong hej^t 
of fpirit, and zeal without true knowledge, that with 
violence, through the paiSon of the mind aiEid for- 
wardnefs of deure, runs into a multitude of needlefe 
words and long repetitions, thinking to be heard fox 
much fpeaking, but is rejefted, and is a grief, burthen 
and trouble to fenfible weighty friends, who fit in a 
divine fenfe of thp teachings and moving^ of the 
I^ord's good fpirit, in which they have fait to favour 
withal, though the affcAionate part in fome, who are 
not fo fettled in that divine fenfe, as to diftinguifti 
between fpirit and fpirit, is raifed with the; flalhes of 
this wrong beat a^dlong repetitions, which augmtfits 
the trouble of the faithful and fenfible, who arc coo- 
ccrned for the good and prefervation of all." Lev. 
vl 13. 

* We read that the priefts of Baal in thejr offer- 
ings were earnefi:, hot, and fierce, and cut thenafelvca, 
making '^ long repetitions from, morning until evett^ 
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ing, £o kept the people in expeftation to fmall 
purpofe;*' i Kings xviii. 26, 28, ag. but Elijah 
having repah-ed the Lord's altar, and prepared his 
offering, in a few fcnfible words [pertinent to the 
matter and fervice of the day and time] prayed thus 
in the fpirit and power of God, ** Lord God of 
Abraham, Ifaac, and of Ifrael, let it be known this 
day, that thou art God in Ifracl, and that I ani thy 
fcrvant, and that I have done all thefe things at thy 
word. Hear me, O Lord ! hear me, that this people 
may know, that thou art the Lord God, and thatt 
thoH haft turned their h^rts back again, which the 
Lord heard and anfwered.** i Kings xviii. 36,37, 38. 
So here a few fenfible words, with a good under- 
ftanding pertinent to the matter (^without nccdlcfs 
repetitions] were prevalent with God. 

* And our Saviour Chrift Jefus, when he taught 
his difciples to pray, bade them, '* not be like the 
hypocrites, or heathen, who ufed many repetitions, 
and thought to be heard for their much (peaking. 
Therefore, faith he, be not ye like unto them, for 
your Father knoweth what things you have need of,, 
before ye aik him." Mat. vi* 7, 8. And the prayer 
which he taught, is full of matter, and to the purpofe, 
though comprehended in few words, and all his dif- 
ciples and apoftles are to learn of him, and obfervc 
his direftions, and not the manner or cuftoms. of the 
heathens and hypocrites, in this weighty matter of 
approaching nigh unto God with offerings, in prayer 
and fupplication. 

* Our Saviour alfo left us a good example, written 
for our learning, when he was under the fcnfe of 
drinking that cup of fufferings for the fins of all man- 
kind, and to offer to God that great offering for 
their ranfom, he prayed in thefe words : " O my 
Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me, 
neverihelcfs n^t my will, but thine be done.** Luke 
jcxii. 41, 44. Aad in giving thanks in tlicfc words, 
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*' I thank thee, O Father ! Lord of heaven and 
earth, bccaufe thou haft hid thefe things from the 
wife and prudent, and haft revealed them unto babes, 
even fo. Father, for fo it feemcd good in thy fight.** 
Mat. xi. 125, 26. And how many more examples in 
the Scriptures arc on this account, full and pertinent 
to the matter, comprehended in few words, and not 
like the heathen in tedious repetitions, who think to 
be heard for their much fpeaking. Therefore all 
who approach unto God with their offerings, are to 
be watchful and careful, both what and how they 
offer under this adminiftration of the fpirit, and dil- 
penfation of the new covenant. 

* I have travelled under a deep fenfe and concern 
IT! this^ matter for fome time. 

* William EdiAundfon.* 

The i9tb of the Firft month, 

He alfo vnrote an epiftle of advice to friends, which 
was publifhed in the year 1701, containing whole- 
fome caution againft many fuperfluities then creeping 
-in, with refpeft to eating, drinking, apparel, furni- 
ture, trading and farming; to which he fubjoins fome 
admonitory hints relating peculiarly to the women in 
the cxercifc of their fpiritual gifts, wherein he figni- 
fieth, that although m this day that Chrift is repairing 
the tabernacle of David, raifing up the ruins thereof, 
and reftoring the church into her ancient order, 
whprc the wife-hearted apd infpired may work for 
God and their own falvation, men their part, and 
t^^omcn their part, by the appointment of Chrift the 
great and wife undertaker ; and women infpired with 
the teftimony of Jefus may pray and prophefy j and 
even fuch fiiithful and approved women, who arc 
truly infpired and gifted for the work of the rainiftry, 
may, as the Lord moves, go forth and travel in that 
ieryicc with the unity of faithful elders and brethren j 
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jret^ that, as in preparing for the tabernacle of the 
old covenant, the. women had, by the wifdom of 
God, the eafy part, the needle* work allotted to them, 
being the weaiker veiTel, and of weaker capacity, 
akhough help-meets in their places to the men ; fo 
now, in repairing the tabemacfc of ihe new covenant 
and reftitution of all things, the infpired women have^ 
in general, the eafier part pf the work allotted to 
them, (acccMxling to the rules and inftruftions, laid 
down in holy Scripture, in the fecond chapter of 
Titus) fuiiable to their temper, capacity, and ability, 
and the men the harder labour in this work, as tra- 
velling joumies to publifh the doftrine of the king- 
dom of Chrift, often attended with hardfliips, fuiFer- 
ings, perils, and temptations of divers forts, which in 
general the hardy^ temper, capacity, and ability of 
man is the better adapted unto. Thus docs he ex- 
prefs himfelf concerning this matter, telling us, that 
he has fometimes obferved fome raifcarriages and 
fcandals to have befallen fome, for want of a due 
regard to the bounds and limits appointed by xh6 
wifdom of Chrift; not that he was an enemy to 
Womens preaching, as fome have infmuated, but 
tender of the glory of God, and jealous left at any 
time they fliould make an ill ufe of the evangelical 
liberty of fpeaking to edification, exhortation, or 
comfort, which they enjoy in our Chriftian fociety. 

To conclude ; this great and good man, having 
laboured in doftrine and difcipline for the good of 
the church above fifty years, according to the ability 
givcfn of God, through many troubles, deep exercifes, 
and perils of divers kinds by fea and land in th^ 
wildernefs, by robbers and blood-thirfty murderers, 
by open oppofers and enemies to truth, and worft of 
all, by fcdfe brethren under the fame profeflion, was 
made at length to triumph in him in whom heiad 
believed, laying, as he often did in his old age, tfhat 
the Lord was his fong and his ftxength ; and having 
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run the Cfariftian race and kept the faith, departed 
this life in peace with God, unity with his brethren, 
and good-will to all mankind, in the 85th year of his 
age, and 57th of his miniftry. 

llie following is a genuine epiftle of the faid 
W. £• written in his old age to his friend, and fellow- 
labourer in the gofpel, George Rooke in Dublin, on 
occafion of an intended journey of theirs to the north 
of Ireland, from which his ficknefs appears to have 
preve^tcd him. 

Tcncic, ' i704# 

^ Dear Friend G. R. 
* I received thy kind letter per R. S. by which I 
underftand thy purpofe in the will of God to vifit 
friends in the North the next week, if the increafe of 
my illnefs do not let. 

, * Now, dear George, I muft take notice of thy care 
and kindnefs for and towards me ; yet the public 
fervicc for the Lord and his people muft be prrferred 
before all, in which point it is to be doubted many 
are behind-hand in their day's work; and as to the 
prefcBt affliftion I lie under, it is very uncertain, only 
to the Lord, which way it may turn, for it hangs in 
the balance of ups and downs ; but through the 
LurdV mercies, and friends prayers, my fharp afflic- 
tions are mitigated within the compafs of my weak 
abilities, and efpecially in the night-feafons, which 
are made fomething eafy, and friends daily vifits of 
love, from feveral places, is refrefhment in the Lord 
Jefus; aujd as to that of deliring to fee me in Dublin, 
1 can fay with a good heart, I am clear of them all, 
and I hope of the blood of all men in the fervice of 
the Lord and my generation ; and I well remember 
when I was at Dublin laft, in the public meeting, 
being filled with the power and fpirit of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, in which many heavenly principles were 
dofely fpoke to, in the authority of wj^ch I told 
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ibcin, as at many otbcr times, I was clear of all their 
tranfgrcjSions, if I fliould never fee them there again ; 
for I have not fliunncd to declare the whole counfcl 
of the Lord as he was pleafed to reveal it to me, 
and he is ftill fupporting over both the .frowns and 
finiles of the fpJrits of this world in the teftimony of 
truth and faith of Jefus, which, by tke Lord's affift- 
ance, I have kept through many oppofitions and con- 
tradi&ions of divers kinds : and what have I now to 
do of my day's work? my outward parts grow feeble, 
but bleffed be the Lord of my abilities, in the main I 
am as ftrong as ever, and Jong and defire before all 
things to be diSkAvcd from this old, decayed houfe 
of clay into ray lot of reft, which the Lord hath 
appointed for me, where all the clamours of the un- 
faithful to God, and falfe to their own profefltd 
laiih and principles, cannot reach me. 

* And now, my trufty friend, thou knoweft ray 
inclination was to have borne thee company to the 
North, to vifit friends where my firft labours in 
truth's fervice Were, and v^here my firft fufFeriags 
were, and to have taken my leave of them in the love 
of God, and fwcet communion and comfoit of his 
holy fpirit, as 1 did with friends of Munfter, laft at 
Clonmel, where we had a fweet comfortable parting 
in that which is over death and the grave ; but being 
put by, I defire my true love in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift may be remembered to all true-hearted, faith- 
ful friends and brethren ; that they may know I am 
not afraid of death or the grave; with defircs that 
they may fo fteer their courfe, that when the time 
comes that will overtake all, with comfort of fpirit 
to the praife of God, they may fay, *• Death, where 
is thy fting ?** and " Grave, where is thy viftory ?" 
This is a combat belongs to this warfare .: bleffed are 
they that overcome j in order to which the Lord' 
gird you all with ftrength and courage, atid with his 
fpirit of wtfdom and counfcl, and of a found mind. 
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that in a noble refolution, in the fear of God, you 
may (land firm for his teftimony in all its branches, 
as it is received and cftablifhed. 

* Dear George, I fcribble over this,'^nder great 
infirmity of body, but hope it will be accepted. My 
true and hearty love is to thee, in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, whether in life or death, the will of the Lord 
be done. 

. * William Edmuudfon.' 

Befides other miniftring friends from abroad, Benjamin 
Holme was here this year, and fpent feven months in 
this vifit J having meetings pretty frequently among 
ftrangers, and being inftrumental to the convincement 
of feveral in this journey. 

In fome part of his travels he had been accom- 
panied by John Burton, with whom having parted, 
he went towards Londonderry, accompanied by 
Patrick Hcnderfon, intending to have had a meeting 
in that city, which the magiftrates would not permit, 
but difpened thofe who came together j whereupon 
Benjamin wrote to the magiftrates, Ihewing how dif- 
agreeable it was to Chriftianity thus to treat men who 
came to call the inhabitants unto repentance : alfo he 
and Patrick w;'ote to the inhabitants of the city in 
general, reminding ,ihem of the late calamities they 
had been under, and of their forgetfiilnefs of God*s 
deliverance of them, for which ingratitude, with 
other provoking fins, the Lord would bring his 
judgments on them, if they did not timely repent. 

After this our faid friends had feveral meetings in 
that county, and in the county of Donnegal, among 
ftrangers, as alfo in the province of Connaught. 
Benjamin alfo travelled into Munfter twice, and had 
ftveral meetings among ftrangers, and from thence 
pafied again, through fo me parts of Leinfter, into Con* 
naught a fecond time, and had feveral meetings with 
the people in that province: he alfo vifited thofe few 

Vol. IIL o 
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friends that had lately been convinced near Sligo, 
having a particular concern upon his fpirit to 
Ilrengthen and encourage them to a faithful perfeve- 
rance in the way of life and peace. 

In the Second month, 17135 Benjamin and three 
other friends, coming to Longford, fet up their horfes 
at an inn, dcfiring of the landlord that they might 
have a meeting in a room in his houfe, to which he 
confenting, they went to invite the people, and 
acquaint the fovereign ; who faid he had nothing 
againft their having a 'meeting, but defired them to 
acquaint Benjamin Spann of it, who was both a 
juftice of peace and miniller of the parifh. The friends, 
confidering him as a magiftrat^, thought it proper to 
fpeak to him ; accordingly Benjamin Holme, and 
Benjamin Parvin, went to him and told him, that 
they had appointed a meeting that day there at their 
inn ; but he, in a furious manner, told them they 
fliould have no meeting in that town, B. Holme 
mildly told him they did not come to aflc his leave, 
but as he was a magiftrate, to acquaint him with it, 
and that he might come to it if he pleafed, and 
pleaded the queen's toleration for liberty of confci- 
ence, and fo parted for thac time. Their landlord 
hearing of this their fuccefs, being fomewhat cowardly, 
laid, he durfl: not by any means let a meeting be 
held in his houfe ; ' For,' faid he, ' Mr. Spanri will 
ruin me/ Whereupon B. Holme and B. Parvin, went 
to fcek for another place, but meeting with the faid 
prieft in the ftreet, he attacked them afrefli upon the 
fame fubjcft. B. Holme, as before, pleaded the 
queen's toleration (but the prieft, in a furious manner, 
denied that either man or woman in England or Ire- 
land, could grant a toleration), and defired him to 
.do as he would be done by. The prieft faid, * That 
•is no rule for me ; ' upon which they came to aa 
argument, in which the prieft finding himfelf pinched, 
xalled. for. a conftable ^ but no. couftablc appearing. 
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he laid hold of B. Holme himfelf j and, feeing the 
gaoler near, he commanded him to take him into 
cuftody, and the pried led him by one arhi, and the 
gaoler by the other, till they put him into the dun- 
geon ; and after ufing abufive language, the prieft 
alfo himfclf laid hold of Benjamin Parvin, and de- 
livered him to the caoler, who obeyed his orders, 
and put him alfo into the fame place, where the friends 
fat together in great peace and fweetnefs for about 
fix hours ; and then the gaoler took them into a room 
above flairs,, 'v^here feveral friendly perfons came to 
fee them ; and among them one tliat brought them a 
difcharge from the prieft, upon condition they fiiould 
promife not to come again, nor hold any meeting in 
or near Longford. They told him they could make 
no fuch promife, letting him know that no true mini- 
fter of Chrift was his own'mafter, but muft anfwer 
the requirings of him that had called him into his 
work and fervice ; and fo they parted, and were 
locked up that night in the room, where they lay on 
the boards in their coats and boots. Next day a 
friendly man, a merchant in the town, fent fhem a 
bed ; and B. Parvin afked the gaoler, whether he 
had any thing from the juftice but his bare word f 
he anfwered, * No.* B. Parvin told him, he thought 
he could not lawfully detain them above twenty-four 
hours without a mittimus, and that then they would 
demand their liberty. The gaoler faid he would go 
and tell Mr. Spann that, and fo he did, and in a Ihort 
time came again, and faid he had a mittimus. They 
defired a fight of it, and with fome intreaty got it, 
and found the tendency of it to be, * that whereas 
they came in contempt of the queen's authority, by 
force and arms, in a hoftile manner, to the terrifying 
the queen's peaceable fubjefts, to hold a Quaker's 
meeting in the borough of Longford,* &c. When 
they read it, they told the gaoler it^ was felfe, and 
demanded of him where their arms wxre; arid 
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that it was not they that did contemn the queen's 
authority, but the pricft, who had in the open ftreet. 
Before the crowd of people that gathered about them, 
denied that either man or woman in England or 
Ireland, could grant a toleration for liberty of confci- 
cnce. The gaoler went to the prieft and reported to 
him the converfation they had had, and when he 
returned to them, he faid the pricft wifhed he had 
never feen them, who in the evening of the fame 
day, fent an order under his hand to the gaoler for 
their liberty ; whereupon the gaoler told them, they 
were free from their commitment, but he wanted his 
pwn and the ftieriflf 's fees. They told him they were 
innocent prifoners, and therefore they could pay no 
fees. He faid he would forgive them his part, but 
the IherifF faid they ihould pay their fees, or lie in 
gaol till they rotted, and commanded the gaoler* to 
turn them into the dungeon again ; which he did Hot, 
but gave them their liberty two nights, upon theit 
word to return to the gaol if the fhcriff did not 
acquii^them, which he did at laft without their payhig 
any fees. When B. Holme was fet at liberty from his 
confinement at Longford, he went a fecond time into 
Ulfter, being accompanied by Alexander Scaion, 
and they vifited divers placed hi the county of Down, 
as Dunaghadee, Newton-Clanokuys, . Cummer, &c. 
having large meetings among the Prefbyteriatts, unto 
whom they were drawn fonh, in the love of God, 
to declare the way of truth. Our faid friend B. Holme 
publiflied this year at Dublin, ' A tender Call and 
invitation to all People, to embrace the offers of God's 
Love, and to break off froin thofe things that pro- 
voke him to anger, before the day of their vifitation 
pafs over.' 

This year (1713.) it was propofcd to the national 
meeting by friends of Ulfter, that they apprehended 
it might be of fervice to pubhfh fomething concern- 
ing, the univcrfal love of God to mankind, artd againft 
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that erroBCous principle of abfolute predcftination to 
all eternity ; ^nd accordingly the chapter in Robert 
Barclay's Apology, treating on this fubjeft, with a 
preface to it by John Chambers, was ordered to be 
l^eprinted to the number of two thoufand, as alfo two 
thoufand of Alexander Pyott's Apology. 

John Hall, of Monkthcfelden, in the county of 
Durham, was here this year, and befides vifiting 
friends and others in the three provinces, deUvered 
the following prophetic warning* in feveral cities, 

• As the compiler of ihU hiftory defires to difcharge the part 
of a faithful hiflorian^ and, in the foregoing part of this work, 
hath related inftances of prophetic declarations, which appear to 
have been viiibly accomplilhed ; fo he thinks himfelf obliged alfo 
to relate foch declarations of this fort, whereof the vifible com- 
pletion hath not as yet appeared; of which kind is this here 
mentioned, befides feveral others to the like general purpofe, viz. 
Intimating that God would fpeedily pour forth his judgments 
upon the people, for their iins and difobedience : in reference to 
which it may be obfprved, 

I ft. That the ancient Jews, when a prophet had foretdd cala- 
mities which did not come to pafs, made great allowances in their 
cei^ures of that prophet, in coniiderations of the great mercies 
of God : concerning which we may undoubtedly very fafely fay 
with the prophet. Lam. iii. 22. " It is of the Lord's mercy that 
we are not coniumed, becaufe his compa^pns fail not." Thus 
though the prophet Jonah did, by divine diredion, denounce 
deftru^on on the city of Ninevah, and this within the limited 
time of forty days ; yet, upon their repentance, we read, chap. iii. 
10. that " God feeing their wqrks, that they turned from their 
evil ways, repented pf the ^vil he h^d faid he would do unto 
.them, and he did it not." And, in Geneiis xviii. upon the 
interce^on of Abraham with God, on pccailon of the denunci- 
ation of the deftru^lion of So^om, God faid, ** If there (hall be 
found ten righteous perfons in the city, I will not deftroy it.'* 

2dly. That the "judgments of the Lord are a great deep,'* Pfalm 
xxxvi. 6. And as to prophecies, even divers of thofe recorded 
in holy Scripture, it is no new thing for them to be obfcure, it 
being allowed that many of them have not been underftood until 
they were fulfilled. 

• 5dly, If it be fuppofed that fome of the perfonS concerned in 
the^ declarations might, from their great zeal agaii^ft fin» con- 
dude tii»t due judgmeAU pf God were nearer to t^ poured out* 
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towns, and villages in this kingdom, in the Second, 
Third, and Fourth months of this year, viz. 

^ My friends, 
* I am come in the dread and fear of the great and 
Almighty God, to proclaim the great and terrible 
day of the Lord amongft you, that is come, and 
coming upon all fin and wickednefs. Hafte to re- 
pentance, I beg it of you, left the day come upon you 
at unawares ; and remember that you are this day 
warned to the falvation of God ; and whether you 
will liear, or whether you will forbear, God will 
be clear of your blood ; and unto this I am concerned 
to add, that a terrible and grievous plague God will 
fend into this your land and nation, that ftiall fweep 
away thoufands of its inhabitants ; they ftiall lie dead 
in their houfes, and dead in the ftreets; there fliall 
fcarcely be a people Itving found willing to bury 
them, their. ftench fliall be fo great. Oh repent and 
turn from your evil ways, that Gqd may fliew you 
mercy.' 

Signed by ^ John Hall/ 

' upon an ungrateful and rebellious people, than they really were, 
this will be no obje^ion againft, but an argument for, preserving 
a record of this fort, even as an inftruflive Icfibn of humility, fear, 
and caution, efpecially to fuch who may apprehend themfelve^ 
authorifed to puolifh any thint^ concerning the determinations of 
Providence : which undoubtcoly over-rules the various fucceffions 
of peace and war, plenty and fcarcity, iicknefs and health, 
difpenfed unto nations according > to adorable wifdom$ which 
difpenfatipns, though th^y mav be often very myfterious to fhort- 
fighted frail man, and though the punifhments dijte to iinful na- 
tions and particular perfons, may not be apparently and fuddenly 
Jniii^ed in this life, yet inafinuch as the doK^rine of rewards and 
punifhments in aftate of futurity, when every man (hall be judged 
according to his works, is now revealed, publifhed, jand univer- 
ftlly received,, it behoves us in the mean time to exercife pa- 
tience sin4 fubmiffion to the divine will, and red a/Tared that the 
time haftens when thofe who « obey not diegofpel of Chnft, fliall 
j[?e piiniil^pd ^ith e^r|aftbj^ dcftrvi^n/' according to iTheff. 1.9, 
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Accounts were given from Ulftcr, that there was a 
great opcnnefs to hear truth declared in many places 
in that province ; and more ftirrings in the minds of 
people to receive truth than for fome time pad ; and 
that fome were convinced, efpecially in fome parts of ' 
the county of Derry, near Dunclaudy, and near 
Sligo and Scarnegirah ; and that there were a few 
near Monaghan convinced, who held a meeting for 
the worfliip of Almighty God. 

Upon a reprefcntation and complaint offered from 
one of the provinces to the National meeting, in 
the Ninth month this year, that fome under our pro- 
fcflion are too much captivated with the love of earthly 
things, and more earneft in the purfuit of the riches 
and greatnefs of this world, than of the heavenly 
treafurc that would enrich their fouls unto life eternal ; 
and that, in the prefent time of outward eafe and 
plenty, there is as much need as ever for friends to 
be heanily and zealoufly concerned, againft thofe 
things that tend to draw into the world, or a liberty 
from under the crofs \ advice and caution was given 
forth from the faid National meeting, that frierids, in 
this day of outward tranquillity, might not be eager 
in laying Iiold of opportunities of launching into 
great things in order to get riches, or to the en- 
dangering the properties of others ; and it was 
defired that every monthly meeting might infpeA into 
thefe things. 

This year died John Chambers, a native of Scot- 
land, who fometimes travelled abroad in the ^ork of 
the gofpel, yet his moft continued fcrvice and labour 
was in Dublin, where he refided abbut fixteen years, 
the friends of which city have given an ample tdli* 
mony concerning him to the following purpofe : 

* He was one whom it pleafed the Lord to vifit 
very early, in order to prepare and fanftify.hini as a 
chofen veffcl for his fcrvice -, and whilft but a yQUiii, 
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to cfldue him with a gift in the miniftry ; in which, 
being faithful, he grew and became Ikiiful in the word 
of rightcoufncfe and myfteries of Chrift's kingdom ; 
and, having a difpenfation of the goipel committed 
to Ws truft, a ncceflity was upon him to preach the 
feme in the love of Chrift which conftrained him 
thereunto, and he freely miniftered of the gift he 
bad received, according to the ability God gave, as 
a good fteward and fervant to many for the Lord's 
fake, labouring for the falvation of fouls ; but more 
particularly, he was zealoufly concerned that xhok 
who had known God's gracious vifitation to their 
fouls, might, in an efpecial manner, beware of an 
inordinate love and defire. after the lawful things of 
this world, left thereby the good feed ftiould be 
hindered from bringing forth fruit to perfeftion. He 
was cameft with fuch who, having been defcended of 
godly parents, that had ferved the Lord faithfully, 
and beea honourable in his church, were of pretty 
orderly converfation among men, and had a clean 
and plain outfide, and a form of religion by education, 
that they ihould not truft in thcfe things, but be 
cameftly concerned to feek after God for thcmfelves, 
that they might witncfs the walhing of regeneration 
and circumcifion of 'the fpirit, that they might be 
Ifraelites indeed, Jews inward, and the feed of 
Abraham by faith in Chrift Jefus, and fo fucceed 
their parents in the line of righteoufnefs* He was 
very helpful to friends upon many occafions, having 
good natural endowments, fanftified by the infpiration 
:of the Almighty, whereby he was well qualified not 
only for doftrine^ but alfo for difcipline in the church, 
-4od to ftand in defence of the truth againft oppofei*s« 
He was iharp in reproof to wilful and obftinatc 
fmners, but when any had flipped, through weak- 
nefs or fndden tempution,: and were truly humbled 
mnder .godly forrow for the feme, he was very tender 
.it»w«(d ihcm, in Girder to their reftotation* He 
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'dqjartcd this life in peace, in the thirty-ninth year 
of his age/ 

This year alfo died Sarah Baker, alias Peyton, 
bom at Dudley in Worccftcrftiire, on whom it 
pleafed the Lord to beftow a gift in the miniftry when 
about the age of twenty-one, in theexercife of which 
having laboured both at home and in Ireland and 
America, Ihe afterwards was married to Samaol 
Baker, an honeft friend of the city of Dublin, where 
(he refided for the mdl part of the remainder of her 
time, and was very ferviceable to truth and friends 
in many refpcfts ; being devoted to the fervice of 
•God, and a diligent labourer and fellow-helper with 
her brethren in the gofpel ; and, in the authority of 
Chrift Jefus, who had called her into that fervice, 
idid freely and frequently, in larger and leffer affem- 
blies, preach and teach the things concerning the 
-kingdom of God, and the redemption that is in his 
Son Chrift Jefiis, in whom male and female are one, 
and, as a faithful mother in Ifrad, was carefully 
concerned, not only to feed the babes in Chrift, but, 
as furniJhed by him, to give unto the houlhold in 
general a portion of meat in due feafon, rightly 
dividing the word of truth committed to her, and 
fpeaking the fame faithfully, that fhe might be dear 
in the %ht of God of the blood of all men. She; 
often mourned for Sion's fake, and for the abomi- 
nations committed in the land, pouring forth fervent 
fupplications unto God the Father, in the name of 
his beloved Son Chrift Jefus, for the profperity of 
his church, and tranquillity of the nations ; and, as 
one ikilful in lamentation, would invite others there- 
unto, that both male and female might mourn apart, 
firft for themfelves, and then for others. She had 
alfo good fervice in womens meetings, being a diligent 
follower of good works, in relieving the poor and 
vifiring the fick and afilifted in body or mind. When 
outward abilities declined, her ipward ftrcngth was 
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renewed, and her lamp being trimmed, did burn 
clearly, through the fupply of heavenly oil, to the 
ccMiclufion of her time ; and at her departure fhe had 
the comfort of an evidence of peace with the Lord, 
and that a crown of righieoufnefs was laid up. for 
her. 

The Sixth month, this year, died queen Anne, 
during whofe reign friends peaceably enjoyed their 
meetings for the worfhip of Almighty God ; and now 
king George, through the good providence of God, 
fuccccded to the throne of thefe realms, who foon 
manifcfted his mild difpofition towards Proteftant 
diffenters, fo„as not in the leaft to impair the tole- 
ration allowed them by law. 

Indeed the publick tranquillity was greatly inter- 
rupted (17 1 5) by the apprehenfions of the deilruftion 
and ruin that threatened us, through the rage of fomc 
reftlefs people, difaffefted to the king and government, 
who raifed a rebellion in Scotland, being animated 
with expeftation of foreign affiftance, whofe counfels 
were blafted, and their progrefs effeftually flopped 
through the mercy of Providence: and as in that 
time of great affiftion Friends were calm in their 
fpirits, and fhewed true affeftion to the Proteftant 
intereft, and peace 6f the nation, it was well accepted 
by the government, which hath fmce been demon- 
strated in feveral inftances, particuharly in their ex- 
empting us from the penalties we liad been liable to, 
for our confcientious refufai of fighting and fwearing, 
of which hereafter. 

, In the mean time the following addrefs was drawn 
up on theabovc-mentioned occafion, and prefented ; 
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* To Charles Duke of Grafton, and Henry Earl of 

Galway, lord's juftices, and chief governors of 
Ireland. 

* The humble Addrcfs of ihe People called Quakers, 

from their National half-year's meeting ncld in 
Dublin, the loth of the Ninth month, 17I5« 

* May it plcafe the lords juftices,^ 

* The many and great privileges continued unto 
us under the king's mild and favourable government, 
and thofe in authority under him, more efpecially 
that we have liberty peaceably to worfhip Almifjhty 
God, according as he hath perfuaded our confcicnces, 
we efteem great bleffings, and lay us under great 
obligations of humility and thankfulnefs, firft to God 
add then to the kingi for the fame. 

' ^ The king having been pleafed to place you chief 
governors of this kingdom, v^e take leave, in our 
plain way, to congratulate you upon your fafc arrival 
here, and to affure you that we are well aflFefted to 
king George and the prefent government, and have 
a juft deteftation and abhorrence of all confpiracies, 
plots, and rebellion againft the king and government ; 
and that as it hath been our declared principle as 
well as praftice, ever fince the Lord called us to be 
a people, to live peaceably and behave dutifully toward 
thofe, whom he hath placed in authority over us, fo, by 
divine afEftance, we are refolved, according to our 
duty, to demean and behave ourfelves towards the 
Jcing, and thofe in authority under him. 

* And as we are a people liable to fufferings for 
our tender confciences towards God, we intreat, that 
if any fuch thing fliould attend us under your admini* 
ftration, you will be pleafed favourably to admit us 
to Jay our fufiisring cafe before you, in prdcr to feek 
forrcdr^fs. 
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* Wc fincerely pray to Almighty God, that he may 
cndac your hearts with divine wifdom fo to govern, 
ihat virtue and piety may be encouraged, and the 
contrary reftrained, that fo his bleffing may attend 
you here in this life, and eternal happinefs in that to 
come. 

Signed in behalf i>f faid meeting, by 

George Rook, Gabriel Clark 

John Hoop, John Dennis 

John Barcroft Jacob Fuller 

Nicholas Harris Thomas Ducket 

William Sandvi'Ith Richard Sealy 

Thomas Willfon Thomas Lightfoot 

Nicholas Lock AmosStrettcU 

William Rickardfon Eli Crocket/ 

This year Thomas Wilfon and feveral other friends^ 
by approbation of the National meeting, went over to 
attend the fervice of the Yearly Meeting at London; 
as ufual ; and at this time with a particular view to 
loin friends of England, in foliciting further eafe with 
refpeft to the affirmation, fome friends having been 
great fufferers, by reafon they could not make ufe of 
the affirmation in the form it then was. (Sec the year 
1696). 

Befides other friends of the miniftry, Thomas Story, 
from Pennfylvania, was here this year, who had feve- 
ral meetings, not only among friends, but ftrangers, 
and for the moft part without interruption, except at 
Kilkenny, where great oppofition was given, as will 
apj)car in the following narrative, which, becaufe it 
alfo furnifhes divers inftruftive and entertaining re- 
marks, I here infert, as it ftands in the faid Thomas 
Story's joumaU 

* They (at Kilkenny, 1716) had exercifed their vio- 
lence and diflurbance upon Elizabeth Jacob once, mi 
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another time upon Margaret- Hoare and Abigail 
Craven, and hindered the meetings; which friends 
had bore for peace fake, without any complaint to 
the government ; but now they proceeded more vio- 
lently, for as we were met, according to appointment, 
on the twenty-feventh of the Twelfth month, 17 ly^ 
about the fecond hour after noon, and many of the 
towns people with us, fome time after I had ftood op, 
in came Arthur Webb and Robert Shervington, and 
made difturbance, bidding me to be filent, and thfe 
people to difperfe. I did not mind them for fonic 
time, but Went on, till they had fo difturbcd the 
meeting that the people were not in a conditron to 
hear, and then I flopped and alked who they were, 
and by what authority they did that: they anfwered, 
they were the church-wardens/ I replied, that the 
church-wardens, as fuch, had rib bufmefs with us, 
or power to hinder us, and defired them to dcfift, 
and fit down quietly as others did. They feeing thlt 
would not fright us, as they had' imagined, then be- 
gan to fpeak to particulars of their own fort, threatening 
them with the bifliop's court, and excommunications, 
and fuch like frightful things, and began to take fome 
names in writing, ^vhlch fome being afraid of, went 
out, but the greateft part ftayed, and fome were 
much troubled at the fpoiling of the meeting, for it 
had begun well ; but the envy of fatan, and the pride 
of ungodly men rifmg higher, whilft we were at this 
work, in came one Jofeph Worley, one of the mayor*s 
ferj cants at mace, and a conftable, with a warrant, 
and I being ftill ftanding, and fometimes exhorting 
the people as well as I could in fuch difturbance, 
they bad me come down and go with them, for they 
had a warrant from a juftice of the peace to appre- 
hend me, and difperfe the meeting. Then I faid, wt 
were well known to be an innocent people, readily 
fubjeft to governtnent, either actively or paffively ; 
but deiired them to have a little patience, till I had 
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deared mjrfelf among the people I and they did not 

fecin very forward to take me away, till fomc of the 

fuperior pcrfecutors towards the door, cried out, 

* How well do you execute your warrant ? * And 

then they took me and Edward Cowper, Henry 

Ridgway, and John Harris, away in ciiftody up to 

the juftice's houfe, but he would not be fecn, being 

much troubled that he had figned the warrant, it 

liavingbeen ready drawn by Robert Connell, the 

bifhop's regifter, and fent to the juftice by the 

biihop, defiring him to iign it, which he had done 

with great reluftancy. They then took us from place 

to pk^e, to find a juftice, but none cared to fee us ; 

till at laft we were brought before ,the mayor^ and 

this Council, who being one of the aldermen^ was- 

alfo a juftice of the peace for the city, ex officio. They 

were a little rough, and pretty high upon us, but 

the Lord, for whofe name and caufe we were there, 

kept us over their fpirit and powen John Boles, 

John Lackey, Samuel Watfon, Thomas Pim, John 

Pim, jun. and other friends, continuing the meeting, 

and many of the people with them ; the officers alfo 

brought away thefc friends laft named, before the 

mayor at the fame time. They charged us with a 

riotous and unlawfol affeinbly ; I told them, they them- 

felves did not believe it to be a riotous aiTembly ; and 

there were many witneffes that we were peaceable, till 

the churchwardens and their officers difturbed us. Then 

Robert Connell himfelf confeffed we were not making 

any difturbance, but faid it was an unlawful affembly, 

the z& of toleration in England not extending to 

Ireland. I anfwered, that aft being for the liberty 

of the fubjeft, extended every where in Ireland, and 

other countries, where the fubjeft s of England are 

fettled under the crown of England. Then they 

demanded fecurity for our appearance at the affizes, 

and for our good behaviour in the mean time. We 

told them, we were not of ill behaviour,, apd there- 
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fore needed not to be bound ; but feeing their wkkcd 
dcfign, we allo'efufed; then they wrote a mktimus, 
pretending to fend us to gaol ; but at laft they told 
us we might go where we pleafed ; only they charged 
us, upon pain of what Ihould follow, not to have 
any more meetings there, for if we did, they would 
take more fevere meafurcs with us. Then they having 
a full bottle of wine upon the table, would have 
given us fome, but we all refufed it, at which they 
were angry, and fo we left them, and went down to 
Thomas Dale's at the Swan, where many of us 
lodged, and pretty many friends being together there 
after fupper, we concluded to have another meeting 
next morning, and fome friends were appointed to 
give notice; to the mayor, fome to the juftices, fotnc 
to the foldiers, and fome to the people of the town. 
^ 28th. The next morning, about nine, *we went 
to this Second meeting, where the people did not 
gather much till about ten, and I had flood up about 
half an hour, when in came the fame church-wardens, 
and made the like difturbance as before, talking 
names, and threatening the people with the bifhop's 
court and excommunication, frightning fome, but 
moft did not fecm to 'mind them, and 1 went on for 
fome time, till alfo came two of the mayor's ferjeants 
at mace, and conftables, and a great mob after them, 
and they commanded me to be filent, and the meet- 
ing to difperfe. Some of the meaner fort went out of 
the houfe as- faft as they could, being fearful; but 
many ftaid to fee the iiTue, and they taking me into 
cuRody, I went with them, but they took no other 
friend. The mayor, this alderman Connell, and 
fome others, being together, I was had before them 
without any warrant ; they were very angry, atM 
gave me (bme threatening language. I told them, 
they were not to infult the king's peaceable fubjefts, 
nor exercife their own paffions upon them ; but if I 
had broken any law, I was fubjeft to the law, either 



Digitized by 



Google 



2^4 'T^^ ^^^ ^^^ i*iiaaiiBS9 ov the 

afiftely or paffivcly, and if they adcd withom law, 
they alfo were punifhabfe by the h^. They were 
very aagry ftiU, and the mayor faid, 1 had affemblcd 
ttiyfelf with odiers, contrary to law, and demanded 
fecnricy for my appearincc at the next aflizcs, the 
fikteeath of next month, at th€ city of Kilkenny, and 
in the mean time to be of good behaviour. Then I 
fiiid, * What law have you here in Ireland againft 
our meetings I * The mayor fjud, * There is no law 
for them here j' thai faid I, * There is none a^inft 
them ; and where there is no law, there is no tranf- 
greffion; and the aft of toleration in Engljmd gives 
us, as well as all others the king's Protcftant diffenting 
fubjcfts, liberty every where in his dominions. Then 
diey wrote a mittimus as followcth, viz. 

« City of Kilkenny, fs. By John Birch, Efq. 
Mayer of the faid city, and Robert 
CormeD, Efq. one of his Majcfty's 
Juftices of the Peace for the faid 
city* 

< We herewith fend yon the body of Thomas Story, 
he tmlawfuUy affembling himfelf with feveral other 
perfons, and refufing to find fuflScient fecnrity for his 
appearance next affizes, and for his ^ood. behaviour, 
and him in fafe cuftody to keep, till thence difchargcd 
by due courfe of law; and for fo doing this (hall 
be your warrant. Given under our bands and feak 
this twenty-eighth day of February, 17 16. 

^ John Birch, Mayor, 
^ Robert Ccmnell/ 
« To AeKccpcr of his Mtjelly*s 
jjaol, of the fiud city, Thcfe-* 

« Here is a copy alfo of the warrant,, viz* 
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* Com. Kilkcn. ct 7 ^ * By Ebenezcr Warren, Efq* 
Com. Civit. Kilkcn. 3 * one of hisMajcfty's juftices 

of the Peace for the faid 
counties. 

* Whereas complaint hath been made unto me, that 
a fct of people called Quakers, are riotoufly affembled, 
thcfc are therefore in his Majefty*s liame, to will and 
require you, and every of you, on fight hereof, to 
difperfe the feid Quakers, and in cafe of refiftancc 
or refefal, to apprehend the bodies of the fevcral per* 
fons fo refiifing or refifting, and there fo apprehended td 
bring before me or fome other of his majcfty'sjuftices 
of the peace in the faid counties, to be dealt with 
according to law, whereof fail not at your peril, and 
for fo doing this Ihall be your warrant. Given under 
my hand and feal this 27th day of February, 17 16. 

• Ebenezcr Warren/ 

* To die fevcral Con&Mtn and Officen> 

in and through the faid CountieA.* 

* This juftice Warren having all along in parliament 
ffor he was a member) been friendly and kind to 
triends in all their concerns, and being inadvertendy 
precipitated into this affair by the bifhop, we were 
better fatisfied that we had this fecond handle to pro- 
ceed upon, than to have any occafion for his name ia 
the contefl: ; and fo I was fent to the common gaol of 
the town, among thieves in irons, where I ftayed not 
long in the cuftody of the gaoler, till AntHony Blunt, 
the fheriff of the city, ti very civil young man^ and 
loyal to king George, came to me, and (hewed his 
refentment fufficiently at their doings ; for he not 
only called^ for the mittjmus, that we might have a 
copy of it (which the gaoler had refufed, being an 
Irim papift) but left it in my own hand till he re- 
turned, going immediately to fome of the jufticcs 
(Warren for one) to have their opinions and concur* 

Vol. III. , p 
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rcncc in taking mc to his houfc, which he readily 
had, and accordingly took me with him, and pro* 
vidcd mc a very good room in his houfe, and agree- 
able accommodations, to the difappointment of that 
great epifcopal envy .thus levelled againft mc. All 
this I obfcrved to be the Lord's doings, for the 
ftirthcran<:c of the gofpcl and his own glory, and the 
Lord was with me in a good degree, to my great 
comfort and only fure help. 

* On the Sixth and Seventh days came friends from 
feveral parts to fee mc, and many ftayed in town till 
jhc Firft-day, being the third of the Firft month, 
and in the forenoon we had a n^eting in the fheriff's 
houfe, where his wife (a ve;py good-natured fobcr 
woman) and family were prefcnt, and many of the 
neighbourhood. We had a good open time, wherein 
I had an opportunity to expofe Antichrift and his 
miniftcrs, which I am apt to think went to the bifhop's 
ears, as it did quickly through the town, the people 
wondering at our boldnefs, not knowing our foun- 
dation. 

* 4th. The next day I went to take the air in 
the late duke of Ormond's gardens there, and fome 
friends with me, and feveral people came to us, and 
among others fome French Proteftants, and an Irifli 
papift; who feemed friendly, and repeated fome 
verfes againft fuch as feemed to be religious, but 
aimed at nothing but promotion and worldly honour 
and glory by it. I gueffcd what he was, and gave 
him the following lines, which he took On a piece of 
paper with a pencil : 

Natural religion was fimple firft and plain. 
Tales made it myft'ry, offerings made it gain j 
Sacrifice and {hows were at length prepared. 
The priefts ate roaft-beef, and the people ftar'd. 
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^ He feemed plcafed with the vet-fcs. Then I told 
him fome people's religion made ihem worfe than 
their natural temper, which could not be right ; for 
the end of true religion is an improvement upon 
nature, and rcftoration from the fall, even in this life, 
and rendering men more fociable and fafe ; but that 
prieftcraft of many kinds, tending to one evil cn^, 
had, as to great part of mankind, eluded all thjs 
means hitherto offered for the help of man, and 
made a prey of him inftead of that aid defigned; for 
though there is nothing more plain than religion in 
its native fimplicity, yet the priefts, the better to 
cffeft thdr own dcfigns, had invented abundance of 
lying myfteries to confound and ajnufc the people, 
and perfuaded them that offerings of many kinds 
were effentials of religion, which offerings were ever 
at the prieft's difpofal, and for his gain and advantage; 
and taljing advantage of the natural propenfity of the 
people to admire tricks and fliows, much of that 
had been invented to gull the people, fetting them a 
gazing at fhows which are of no value, whilft the 
cunning priefts cat up the roaft, for they dearly love 
to have the ruling of it, and in whatfoever they 
differ, m this they all agree, with feigned words to 
make merchandize of the people ; and how to havjt 
them for their own gain, and promotion is the gre^t 
bone of contention, which will ever continue till^hc 
people receive the Lord Jefus, and tunv to bi< light 
and grace as their true teacher. 

* In the mean time, as we were at this fort of 
converfation, in came jufticc Warren, alderman Had- 
dock, and Clark, the colleftor of the king's cuftoms, 
and fome others, and entering into converfation with 
us, fome told them of the verfcs, and defired me to 
repeat them, which I did, to their fatisfaftion; and by 
degrees they fell to difcourfe upon my confinement, 
which they all did with confiderable refentment, and 
fomc- of them obfcrved that, to make a fliow now 
after the people had talked fo broad in the ibrccts, 

p a 
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tht mafor, and that party, had fhut up the inafs* 
koufes, which before had been connived at j and alfo 
how angry they were with our meeting the day bc- 
ibre, but could not help thcmfelves, fince 1 being a 
prifoner, could not be hindered from fpeaking to fuch 
as came to me : and very friendly they were. 

^ In the mean time in came the mayor and alderman 
Connell in a great chafe, which was heightened to 
(ec thefc pcrfons with me converfing fo friendly to- 
gether. Their bufinefs was to perfuadc juftice 
Warren, alderman Haddock, and whom they could 
bcfides, to join with them to fend me out of the 
county, . from conflable to conflablc ; for I becoming 
Tery burthenfpme to them, they had fallen upon this 
contrivance to get rid of me j and their power ex- 
tending no further than the town, they could not 
fend me out of the county, but out of the town only, 
and then they feared I would come in again imme- 
diately, but if out of the county, being fome miles, 
it is probable they imagined I would not take the 
pains; but in this, inftead of helping themfelves, 
they were worfe j for as they advanced towards us, 
I began to ^eak to thefe pcrfons with me, above- 
named, concerning the grounds upon which my adver- 
faries built all this their ftrufturc, viz. upon a fuppo- 
fition that the toleration aS extended not to Ireland ; 
but I told them they were miftaken, for all men by 
nature are free, till that freedom is taken away, 
either by policy or force. Some penal laws then, made 
by an antichriftian policy, and applied by tyrannical 
force, having obftrufted the liberty of the fubjefts 
of England for a time, yet that Uberty was not de- 
ftroyedjbut that force being removed, liberty revived, 
and turned into her natural channel ; for there are 
many ftatute laws in England, wherein though there 
arc new forms and claufes of enafting, yet, in reality, 
are not initiatory of new matter, <» new fc^ws, or 
privileges never before claimed or enjoyed by tl;ic 
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people of right ; but declaratory only of rights ^nd 
privileges in poffeiEon by them and their anceftors 
before, endangered by evil counfellors to kings and 
princes, veho, for their own advancement in favour, 
are too frequently the wicked inftruments of tyrannical 
and cnflaving counfels, where they meet with any 
degree of propenfity in the tempers of their princeis 
bluffing them thaj way ; and (of like nkmre is this 
aft of toleration in England) which native rights and 
privileges all Engliflimen carry along with them into 
all regions of the world, where they fettle under the 
regimen of the crown of England, now upon a very 
worthy head, who declares for liberty to all his Protet 
tant diffenting fubjefts throughout his dominions the 
world over, and that indulgence they now enjoy everjr 
where but here. The aft of toleration then extends to 
Ireland, America, and all the king's dominions, being 
in its nature declaratory, not only of Englifli, but; 
alfo of gofpel liberties, and which we now infift 
upon againft the Unjuft force of fuch as oppofe them- 
felves here ; and that, this is and ever hath been the 
mind of the king and his predeceffors, fmce that law 
was made, is plain, by extending that liberty and 
indulgence here, as likewife to all his Englifh do- 
minions ; and not only thus, but the king hath given 
us his royal word for his proteftion, upon feveral 
addreffi^s on fundnr occafions, ^ and particularly upon 
one from our laft Yearly meeting at London, the 
twenty.fixth day of the Third month, 1746; and 
another fince from our laft National meeting at Dublin 
here in Ireland, to which he was pleafed to anfwer 
in thefe words, viz. * I thank you for the affiirancc 
of duty and affcftion to my perfon and government 
contained in this addrefs, and you may always depend 
upon my proteftion.' I myfelf being prefent with 
many more when the kmg received us with this firft 
addrefs in his own bed-chamber : fo great was his 
condefcendon and regard to his loving and peaceable 

P3 
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fubjcfts* But it fccms the mayor and magiftratcs 
here think it th^ir intereft to infift upon an opinion 
jouitc of another nature, at the hazard of what may 
follow ; for you may affure yourfelves, we arc as 
jealous and tenacious both of our gofpel and natural 
liberties, as any body here can be bent to deprive 
us of them. 

* This being finiflied, the mayor and his party 
ihewed a great deal of rancour, but could not help 
themfelves, and immediately after, the mayor and 
Connell made application as aforefaid for afliftance; 
for their envy had made them both mad and blind ; 
but inftead of that, the juftice at once refufed it, 
and told them he had done too much of this drudgery 
for them already, and would do no more, but would 
leave them to their own meafures. This vexed them 
heartily, and occafioned fome more words, which 
were pretty hot on both fides, till the juftice, and 
the reft that were for the king and indulgence, aiked 
ihem how they came to connive at fo many maffes in 
view, and be fo furious upon the king's friends and 
peaceable fubjcfts. * And pray, Mr. mayor,' faid he, 

* what notice have you taken of the feditious fermon 
you heard yefterday in the afternoon in the little 
church ? You can hear fuch with pleafurc, whilft 
you treat thefe loyal fubjefts with fo much fevere 
ufage. Did you,, fir, demand that pcrfon's noteSj 
and bring him to account for it ? ' Said the mayor, 

* That was my lord bifliop's bufinefs, not mine.* * If 
that was not your bufinefs, being a matter of religion, 
pray how comes it to be fo much your bufinefs to 
meddle with thefe people, who have given you no 
rrther occafion but about their religious opinions ; to 
which they have equal right and liberty with all other 
his majefty's Proteftant diffenting fubjcfts, and are 
much more ufeful to the government than fome you 
connive at j and pray from whom arifes the common 
danger ? ' 
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* Wc, hearing them thus fiir, and things, rifing 
higher and higher, thought bcft to withdraw and 
leave them, the difpute turning favourably on our 
fide, and fo we did : but iq the evening the fherifF 
told me that they ended in heat; and that the 
mayor and alderman ConncII, finding they could not 
have any aid of the others, were rcfolved, as they 
pretended, to fend me out of the town next morning 
by the conftables, and that if I <^.ame again, they 
would put me in the flocks. I told him I did not 
fear them, let them run the length of their chain; 
for though they thought to • frighten me with their 
threats, I knew the laws better than they imagined, 
and that they could not do it, but by illegal violence. 

* 5ih. But the next day the mayor was much 
cooler, and intending to go out of town the day 
following, to meet the judges at Wexford (being de- 
puty clerk of the crown), he took up the mittimus,' 
and fent me word by the Iheriff, that I was at liberty, 
and might go when and where I plcafed ; and faid 
alfo, that he would not have done what he had done 
againft us but that the clergy, as one man, greatly 
urged him to it; faying, they had thought him a man 
for the church, but to find him fo remifs in fiipprcflSing 
the Quakers, looked quite otherwife: and added, 
that for his own part he did not care what meetings 
we had, but intended to get out of the way of it, and 
leave alderman Connell in his place (as he ought of 
courfe) till he returned, hoping all would be over 
in his abfence, 

* Upon this meffage, I told the fherifF that they 
had committed me publickly by a mittimus till the 
aifizes, as if I had done fome heinous crime, and 
as on the one hand I could not accept of a private 
difcharge, fo on the other, this difcharge was not 
legal, which was an indication they were citheHgno- 
ram or arbitrary ; for they ought to have returned 
their proceedings before the judges, that the matter 

^4 
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ttiigbt be heard ^t the ai&zes ; but in a cafe of dif* 

charge before that, it ought to have been bjr a 

llbirate in writing, under their hands and feals, or of 

" :s, and therefore I remained with 

b difpleafed mjr adverfaries worfc 

heightened their rage. 

vifited me from divers places, and 

Y (being the 9th of the Firft month) 

neighbouring places, and confider. 

meeting next day, we fpoke to the 

; the fame place we had before, and 

1 it. So all was prepared, as feats^, 

as given by fome fHends, to alder* 

w deputy mayor) and the juftices, 

led, but he fiud he would difperfe 

at we Ihould not have any meeting 

we went to meeting, and though I 

had fome things in my mind to fay in the meeting, 

before I found the proper time to ftand up, one of 

the church-wardens came, and foon after the mayor'is 

fcrjeant at mace, commanding the people to difperfe, 

and the church- wardens took their names, and threats 

cned the people with the bifhop's court. Then I 

reafoned the cafe a little with the conftables and fer* 

jeants, and they fcemed troubled that they were 

put upon ufing us fo, but could not help it, being 

under authority; and after awhile I went with them, 

having firft made fome remarks on things to the 

people, and they put me in gaol the fecond time, 

where I was hardly well entered, till they brought 

William Brookfield of Dublin thither alfo ; for fome 

friends from thence coming to fee me, and he among 

others,, and the meeting continuing after they had 

brought me away, William had flood up to fpeak, 

and fome of the conftables took him down and brought 

him to us, 

* We had been in prifon but a fmall time till the 
^riffcame wd took u$ bomeio his houfe, where 
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ilic Other friends came to us, after the meeting wstt 
over, which they held, notwithftanding all the dif- 
turbance, till it regularly ended. 

* But the deputy mayor being come from his wor- 
fhip fent for me before him, and feemed very angry, 
and aUced me how I came to appoint another meet- 
bg, being in cuftody ? Then, faid the fhcriff, * Sir, 
the gentleman was not in cuftody, for Mr, Mayor 
took up the mittimus before he went out of towB, 
and told me he was at liberty, only he would not go 
out of the town till he himfelf thought fit, bemg free, 
as he apprehends, to go or (lay, at his own eledion/ 
Then, faid I to the deputy mayor, thefe proceedings 
arc very arbitrary, what have I done now to defervc 
imprifonment? * Did not I tell you, fir,' faid he, * that 
I would difperfe you, Cfor I had met him in the 
ftrcet ^s we went to meeting) and that you fhould 
have no meeting here ?* * It is true,' faid I, *but fincc 
there is no law againft our meeting, thou hadft no 
right to fay fo, nor was I obliged to take notice of 
it, being without law ; but befides, the gofpel mnft 
be preached, and God muft be worflitpped accordhig 
to his own appointment, whoever will make laws to 
the contrary, or apply an unjuft and illegal force to 
reftrain it/ 

* Then faid one of the feijeants to the deputy 
mayor, ^ Sir, this gentleman faid nothing in the meet* 
ing, hie was not preaching ; and immediately he laid 
bold on that to get rid of us, (for he wanted his din- 
ner, then ftaying for him) and faid, * I cry mercy, 
I thought you had,' and fo difmift me ; but before 
we parted, I told him that although he had uied us 
fo ill, I bad a fecret apology in my mind for him, and 
yet could not be pofitive whether he deferved it; and 
that was, I conjeAured that he did not zd altogether 
from a native fpring of diilike in his own mind, but 
as excited by fome other perfon or perfons, for fomc 
other reafons than perhaps he cared to exprefs or 
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own ; upon this he told u$, he had no enmity againft 
Friends, • bat had upon occafion forgiven feme of 
them fees (being regifter of the bilhop*s court) to 
the value of feven pounds ; and fo we were difmift 
without any further conditions. 

* About three in the afternoon we went to meet- 
ing again in the fame place, and the bifhop ♦ hearing 
of it, and walking in the Tholfel, faid to one of the 
feijeants, if we met again he would have them put 
6S in the (locks till he came from church ; but being 
£it, many people came to us, and the Lord, who 
never foils nor forfakes his own, was with us, to our 
great ccwnfort, whilft envy and rage tormented oiur 
enemies. I had ibmething to foy, and had gone on 
feme time, the people being greatly defirous to hear, 
and very ftill, and fetisfied with what they heard, till 
in came the conftables and feijeants again, but fo 
faintly, and with apologies, that they could hardly 
touch me; but after fome time one of the ferjeants 
Aan^ed the bifliop to be concerned in it, which I laid 
hold of, and told the people we were not ignorant all 
this time who was at the bottom, but now they heard 
plainly it was the bi(hop ; and after fome further re- 
marks, viz. that as our Lord faid, *' Some of you 
(hall Satan caft into prifon,*' was now inlfiUed in 
Bs ; for though that evil one could not caft any into 

Jmfon by himfelf, as he is a wicked, ddbroying 
pirit } yet as ungodly and wicked perfecutors arc ex- 
cited, hurried and inftigated to that evil work by 
Satan, he, as the firft mover, is faid to do it; fo 
that they might plainly fee on what bottom they were 
who thus abufed us ; and the people (nay even many 
of the Papifts who came thither to hear and fee) were 
generally difpleafed with them, and the truth reached 
them through our works and patience, and expofcd 
our enemies to the juft cenfure of all. 

• Sir Thomw Vcfcy. 
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* The ferjeants and conftables taking mc away, many 
l^f the people followed, calling out, ' Shame,' and 
blaming the magiftrates, but we defired them to avoid 
difturbance, that no advantage might be taken. The 
officers became fo troubled and afhamed, that they 
intreated me to walk up to my lodging, till the church 
was done, but I told them I was in their cuftody, 
and could not go but where they topk me, and 
they went with me to the IheriiF's houfe, where they 
cxprcffcd their great concern that they ihould be in 
offices that fubjefted them to aftions fo much agatnft 
their inclinations ; but the meeting continuing after 
I was brought away, William Brookfield had a 
good time, in a (hort teftimony among them ; and 
though fome conftables were there, they ftood with- 
out as if they had no mind to underftand or hear any 
thing ; and the meeting ended in order^ and friends 
were greatly comforted. 

* In the eveming the deputy mayor fent me word 
by the fherifF, that he would wait on me by and by 
at my lodging, about that afternoon's meeting. I 
replied, that was not fo proper ; but that if he had 
any thing more to fay, and required it, I would wait 
on him where he pleafed. The (heriflF told him what 
I faid, and he fent the fheriff to aik mc if I intended 
to go out of town the next day, and if I did, he 
had no more to fay : but if I did not go out, he 
would put me out. I replied, that if the mayor had 
fent to alk me that queftion without any threats an- 
nexed, I would have anfwered him freely and plainly 
as, to my intent, but was not to be frightened, being 
at my own libeny to ftay or go as I pleafed. 

* This the ftieriff told him, and then he made the 
flieriff take it down in writing, which he did ; but 
told the mayor, he would keep it in his own cuftody, 
and accordingly (hewed it to me; the mayor, I 
fuf^fe, thinking to make me afraid by this poor 
little fhift. Then I told the Ihcriff, I intended to 
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go ont of the town in the morning, to take fomc 
meetings in the conntry, and return thither again at 
the aflizcs, the latter end of the week. 

* Then the fheriff told me, the biihop was very 
angry with him, and fo were all his creatures, for 
letting me have my liberty, and had fent for him that 
morning, but that he would not go till we were gone 
oat of the town. I told him he had bed go then, 
left the biihop might take fome advantage, as if be 
did not regard him ; but as for us, we did not fear 
any thing he could do to us. However he went not 
whilft we (laid, which was till about the eleventh 
hour, I going to fee feveral of the aldermen who 
had fhewed us countenance, and alio colonel Warren 
(before named) before we took horfe, and went 
openly through the greateft part of the town, telling 
the people on every occafion, I intended to fee them 
again at the aJQdzes, as on the Firil-day evening I 
bad told -- — ' Sandford, the colonel's fon-in-ktw, 
whom they had put into the biihop's court on thii 
Mcaiion, when he aikied me about it, which he aj>- 
proved much, * bccaufe,* faid he, * they want only 
to be rid of yon, being fuch a tonricnt to them by 
flaying, that they do not know what to do, and 
Ircxild have you away at atiy rate; but when they 
know you intend to come again at the a£zes, it will 
perplex them the more.' 

• We fct forward about eleven, on the i ith of the 
Firft month, and feveral friends being in company^ 
in comparing things, we found we had all had a ihard 
of the bunhen, but were very eafy and comfortable 
in our fpirits, concluding, that as we had come laden 
thither, and left our burthen behind, it was gone 
npon thofe who had oppofed truth, and^ would be 
heavier and heavier on them, till they funk under it. 
Or yielded. And (o we faw the hand of the Lord in 
die whole, and rgoiced together in him : and dM 
day I wenc home with Edwaurd Cooper* 
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iriztht ^ The noit day we had a meedug at Samoi;! 
Watfon*?, which was ^ large open meeting, and 
other people, as well as friends, were fatisfied. 

13th. * The day following we had another meeting 
at Carlow, which was alfo well filled with people of 
fever^ forts, and thcv were very quiet ana fokcr in 
tiq&e of fUence. I had taken cold in the tran&^oqs 
at Kill^enny, and upon that had taken a fit of the 
loofcnefs, incident to ftrangers in the country of 
Ireland, which had weakened me as to my natural 
ftrength; but the Lord ftrengthened me, fo as to 
make me inftrnmental to deliver many things to edi^ 
cation, information, and comfort, and it was a good 
meeting to fome, and th« people were generally 
fatisfiea, and fome much pleafed ; that night I went 
home with John Lackey, about a mile from Carlow, 
back towards Kilkenny, where I was well entertained, , 
and had fome things proper for my diftemper, as I 
had had the day before at my friend Samuel Watfon's. 

14th. ' The day following being wet and ftormy, 
I ftaid here till the afternoon, and Edward Cooper 
coming from his homfe on purpofe, I went home with 
him that evening, where I ftaid till the i6th (being the 
Seventh of the week) and Patrick Henderfon, Samud 
Braithwait, Edward Fawcet, and Paul Johnfton coming 
from Dublin, we went together (and fome others), 
to Kilkenny, to fee what they had to fay to me at 
the aflizes, to which I had been committed by the 
mittimus aforefaid, not thinking it honourable in the 
truth to take libeny by word only, left being abfcnt, 
they nnght pretend I had given them the flip, to 
which I had no temptation from firft to laft. 

* In our way we fell in upon the road with fome 
perfons going to town, and one of them offering fome 
difcourfe about religion, I perceived, after a whilq, 
i^ W^, a Roman. Qatholick ; and after fome other 
points we ca^eupon that oftranfubftantiation. He 
^^ed the^ WQr4^ of Chrift, where l:ic faid, qoo/cerui^g 
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the bread, " Take, eat ye all of it ; this is my body 
which is broken before you j '* (Mark xiv. 22, 23,24) 
and again concerning the cup, " This cup is the New 
Tcftamcnt in my blood which is fhed for you, &c." 
This he faid was fo plain and diftinft, that there could 
be no miftake in it, " This is my body, this cup is 
the New Teftament," &c. I anfwered, * This is a 
figurative fpeech : this bread fignifics my body, which 
fliall fhortly hereafter be broken for you ; and this 
cup (that is to fay, the wine or liquor contained in it) 
fymbolizes or fignifies the New Tcftamcnt in my blood ; 
for if it were a proper fpeech, without any figure, many 
abfurdities would follow againft both fenfe and reafon ; 
whereas Chrift and his apoftles fuit their doftrine and 
miracles to both ; for in working of miracles, if the 
fenfes were not infallible (^as they are concerning their 
proper objefts, where the fenfe is not impofed upon 
by falfe mediums, or any depravation in itfelf j for 
all mankind will conclude a man to be a man ac firft 
fight, though they may cxprefs that thing (or man) 
by different names, as a man, viz. anthropos^ homo^ &c,) 
then it could not be certainly known whether fuch a 
thing as raifmg the dead, making the lame to walk, 
opening the eyes of the blind, &c. was done at all ; 
and as to reafon, Chrift often ufes it ; " No man can 
ferve two mafters,'* &c. (Matt, vi, 24). *^ No man 
goes to build, but firft counts the coft,*' &c. (Luke ^ 
xiv. 31). He that goes to war, firft confiders whether 
he is able, with ten thoufand, to encounter his enemy 
in the field with twenty thoufand, &c. And again 
fiiith reafon. It is impodlible that both the body of 
Chrift and the bread, can occupy one and the fame 
place, at one and the fame time ; for when the body 
is prcfent, the bread muft be abfent ; and when the 
bread is prefent, the body muft be abfent.' 

* And again, to the fenfes ; the apoftlc John fays 
that, " we have heard with our ears, feen with our 
eyes, and our hands have handled of the good^word 
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of life, alluding to the infallibie certainty of ferife in 
preaching the gofpel ; f«r the life was made manifeft, 
and we have fecn it ; fo that as certain as is fertfe in 
fenfible fubjcfts and objefts, fo certain, and yet more, 
were and are all the true minifters of Chrift of thofc 
faving and divine truths they deliver from the fpirit, 
or enential truth and life, manifcfted in them in its 
own power and virtue, and fo certain alfo may the 
hearer be of the truth of the miniftry, by the mani- 
feftation and anfwer of the fame fpirit working in 
him. 

* I fiinher urged, that it was a figurative fpcech for 
this reafon, becaufe he faith, " This cup is the New 
Teftament.*' Were it of wood, (tone, earth, or metal, 
that cup, whatever it was, was the New Tcftament, 
according to thy and your notion, where then is that 
<:up ? If the cup be loft, then alfo is the Teftament, 
if the cup be the Teftament. 

* This was a little pinching, and" drove my antago- 
nift to this reply; viz. This fpcech of Chrift hath 
two parts, the firft is proper concerning his body, but 
the fecond is figurative concerning the cup. 

* Thy reafon for the difference, pray, faid I, friend? 

* Becaufe (faid he) it was impoflible to drink the 
cup, but only that which is in it. 

* *Tis a good reafon, faid I, friend, and holds as 
^ell the other way ; for if that muft be figurative 
refpefting the cup, becaufe of the impoifibifity of 
drinking the cup itfelf to common reafon ; even fo 
for the fame reafon, deduced from the impoifibility of 
the thing, I juftly conclude there is no tranfubftan- 
tiation. But if it had been fo, then this, and many 
other like abfurdities, would have followed, viz. 
whilft Chrift fat at table and faid, " This is my body," 
the body which brake it and called it his body muft 
ceafe to be that body, and the other, (the bread) 
muft commence and begin to be his body (which it 
wa5 not before) and be really fo before he Could pro- 
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foif and truly call it fo, or elfe there ttufl be many 
(oay iniiumerable fame bodies) at the fame time, and 
jet all but that oac body, which is abfurd and un« 
reafonable. 

^ Again, if whilft Chrift fat at the taUe with his 
difciples, they all eat the wh(de entire Chrift the 
evening before he was crucified j pray then who was 
kft uneaten to be crucified the next day ? and if the 
firft to whom he gave a piece of bread l^d all the 
whole Chrift, what remained for all the rdl ? I think 
nothing at all. 

« Then he faid, Chrift told the people, that eiccept 
ye eat the flefli and drink the blood of the Son of 
Man, ye have no life in you; there muft then be 
fome way of eating and drinking to make good that 
faying, which is alfo very plain in its own nature, the 
flefli and blood in a proper fcnfe. 

* To this I anfwercd, that Chrift did fay fo, and 
the people took him to mean properly, and without a 
figure as ye now do, looking upon the impoflibility of 
the thing as it really is in the fenfe they ami you take. 
it; but when they were all offended and gone, he 
turned to his difciples and explained it to ^em, for 
they feemed not rightly to underftand him, faying, 
will ye alfo leave me; to you 'tis given to underftand 
the myfteries, but to them (the world) in parables. 
What then was the parable, or myftery ? *tis the fpiril 
diat quickens, the flefh profiteth nothing ; and thus it 
is in your own bible as well as ours. I further added^ 
that if therefore the bread were really tranfubftan^ 
tiated after the words faid, and were die true body 
and blood of Chrift, and if they eat and drank the 
£une flefli and blood which then they beheld^ it 
would profit them nothing. 

* Then, (aid he, *tis true the flefli and bbod by 
itfelf, without the fpirit, does not pro&; but when 
tire eat the flefli and bbod together, we €»x the ipirit 
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vXh^ aitd that quickens ts We eat it. . This was a 4c€p 
fetch, and tkt laft ihift, which I anfwefed thiis^ viz. 

' This cannot be Chrift's meanings for here . be 
does not only diilinguifli, bnt divide between die 
flcfli and fpirit; 'tis the fpirit that quickens. Here U 
the whole work of quickening afcribcd iq the fpiril, 
and the fame that quickens alfo contiiiues life in him 
who is quickened; fc5r from the fpirit came fleih, 
blood, bread, wine, and the* Whole univerfe, and ftU 
that in it is, and are all continued by the fame fpific, 
the fubftance of all things, biit the flefla profitetk 
nothing* Here it is fet apart from the fpirit, in thf: 
fame fenteoce, and profiteth nothing to be eaten y an4 
for the further interpretation of this^ obferve firft tht 
words of Chrift to fatan, *' Man (hall hot live by 
bread ak)ne, but by every Word that proeeedeth out 
of the mouth of God ;'^ the wwds which proceed ottt 
of the mouth of God are fpirit and life^ as faid the 
Lord Chrift, who is that word, " My word* thejr arc 
fpirit, atid they are life ;" which words the appftks 
kiiew by experience to makd them alive and prefervt 
them, as appears^ fecondlv, by tht anfwer of Peter At 
the fame time ; whither mall we go ? Thoil haA the 
words of eternal life. So that this quickening is not 
|>y this fo grofs and carnal eating and drinking h^re 
imagined, but by receiving of the fpirit throu^ tba 
words of Chrift,' abfbrafted and apart from that holy 
\>odjj and all other cdrporiety or body ; and for th<l 
further underftanding of fayings of this nature, ol>* 
"fcrve that when the difciples of Ghrift were (bowing 
him the temple at Jemfalem^ and the beauty of it, ho 
faid to them, " Deftroy this temple, and I will raifd 
it up in three days/' The temple at Jerufalem was 
the objeft of their eyes and fubjeft of their difcourfe^ 
which gave them jtft ©ccafion, as men, to fuppofe ho 
tneant that temple whkh they faid wa$ forty years ia 
building, and could he raife it in three days? theJr 
admired at his fayifi^; but yet, in the fequdi of 
Vol. III. Q. 
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thiQgSy they undcrftood afterwards, though not at the 
rime, that he fpokc of the temple of his body. Again, 
in like mannei", where he faith, " I am the vine, ye 
are the branches,'* &c. This may well explain that 
bther faying, " I will drink no more of the fruit of 
the vihe, 'tUl I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom ; which can mean no other than as his 
coming in the flelh confecrated the way, and was pre- 
vious to the coming of the fpirit, fo his drinking new 
wine in the kingdom of God, muft intend that com- 
munity of fpirit, intended in the words of the apoftlc 
afterwards, concerning the whole church 5 *' We 
have all been made to drink into that one fpirit." 
My opponent by this time being weary of the fubjeft, 
advanced a queftion concerning the fpirit itfelf, viz. 
. * How do you know that fpirit from another fpirit, 
fmce fatan is transformed into an angel of light, may 
it not be that evil one, and not the fpirit of Chrill? 
* * I replied, that the divine eflential truth is felf-evi- 
dcncing, that the quickened foul is affured of him by his 
own nature, and quickening power and virtue, as faith 
the apoftle, " Hereby we know that he abide th in us," 
1 John iii. 24. (or to this eifeft) by the fpirit which. he 
hath given us j and he that is in a ftate of doubting, is in 
a ftate of condemnation and reprobation, and hath not 
yet known the fpirit, but is yet in death and darkiiefs, 
and ignorant of God and Chrift, and in fuch, and not 
in the quickened or regenerated, fatan is trHnsf<>rraed ; 
for fuch as wanted a proof of Chrift's fpeaking in 
and by the apoftles, were by Paul referred back to 
themfelves ; " Know ye not your own felves, how 
that Jefus Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates ? 
and again, the fpirit itfelf helpeth our infirmities, 
with fighs and groanings which cannot be uttered, 
and fearcheth all things, even the deep things of 
God." By this time we drew near the town, and 
then he faid, no doubt but I had a good intent in 
what I did, in travelling fo in the world j but faid, I 
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inuft have fome good confidcrations for it> (meaning 
^ their priefts have, gold and filver) and mentioned 
about three hundred guineas for that time; I 
told him no, we whom God hac^ raifed up and quali- 
fied in fome degree, in this age to that fervice, were 
advanced above any fuch mean, bafe, and mercenary 
confidcrations, as to take any thing from men for this 
labour, which we beftow freely in the love of God^ 
and by his commaixdment for the common good of 
men* Why, faid he, the apoftles were but poor 
men, a,nd wanted neceilaries, and muft have received 
of the people or wanted. True, faid I, then they fay^ 
having food and raiment; let us be therewithal con- 
tent, and where that is really the cafe, fuch as are 
poor among us, we would not begrudge them that ; 
but it is very feldom or never fo among us, but rather 
with Paul we can generally fay, *^ Thefe hands of 
mine have miniftered to my neceffities,'* having no 
defire that any fuch thing fliould be done unto us> 
and we generally have fufficient of our own. Then 
faid he, but in cafe your friends, after fome very good 
fermon that pleafed a great congregation well and 
generally, fhould offer you a purfe of two or three 
hundred guineas, would not you accept it, being 
freely given ? 

. * I replied, no, I hope it would be no temptation, if 
fo it werie, which never can be as long as they and I 
abide in the truth we profefs, either to give or 
receive that way ; I Ihould rather be greatly troubled 
to fee fo great a degeneracy as to fubjeft them to fo 
great an evil. Well, faid he, I cannot tell, you fay 
well, and I am apt to believe you ; but if you would 
not, there are many would be glad of the offer^ and 
make no bones pn't, but receive it with both hands. 

' I believe it, laid I, for there are too many merce- 
nary hirelings in the world, in this age, who though 
they pretend a miilion to *' go teach and baptize all 
nations,'" Matt, xxviii.^ yet, as unfaithful fervants, (if 

0^2 
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^icy were fent at adl) fit dawn where they can have* 
thfi firft maintemat^cc, and never move till the voice of 
a beuer cry in their ears, and then, and not till then, 
they rvm where God does not fend them. 

* There it too much of it, faid h^, and fo we parted 
in friendship, with gosd wiflics on 43ither fide. 

^ Coming to town, with many friends from other 
pan^ it was foon known, :<&d many were looking 
what would be the liTue of things. William Sandwith 
being there, he and fome others went to the judges, 
and apprized them of matters and the cafe, and how 
friends and I bad been ufed by thef^ high-church 
persecutors, efpecially the bifliop of Offery now here 
at Kilkenny; and Amos Btrettell, and feme other 
friends at Dublin, procured a letter from one of the 
intended lords juftices to one of the judges (in hia 
private capacity, not beijig yet fworn) to fee that 
juftice Ihould be done us, for the government favoured 
us, but our enemies and theirs proceeded under a 
pretence of law that was not to be over-ruled j but 
they inclined to do all they could in honour and 
fefety, which was all we deVired of them« 

* They fent for the fheriff to fee the caleiidar, and 
not finding the mittimus returned, they few our adver- 
faries had no mind to meddle againft us, but were 
willing to drop it, which they rather advifed us to 
overlook for that time, fince we might in time havo 
our meetings free, which was all we defired; but that 
evening ope of the judges faid in open court, when 
he gave the charge, that it was trcafon in any to pull 
down or deface any public, religious meeting-houfe ; 
which going quickly through the town, many rejoiced 
on our account, li being a great ftroke on our adver- 
faries*; and I made this conftruftion of it, that as the 
houfe was a circumilance and accommodation to the 
meeters, who were of more regard than^the houfe, 
and it only regarded for then* fakes, if it were treafon 
to cleface the houfe, how much more fo in thus &£• 
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turbing and abuiing thoie that met thereia? whicii 
fome laying hold of, inculcated it among the people 
to our further advanuge upon our enemies. 

* 17th. The next day (being the firft of the week) 
we appointed another meeting in the fame place, for 
we were for the fame caufe ftill, the liberty of the gof* 
pel without fear of any, and went accordingly, and a 
fall iaeeting it was, and very comfortable and quiet t<» 
all outward a{>pearan£e ; but I had felt all the night 
before an inward load and (ling irom fome corner or 
other, and expeded another bour, and fo it happened; 
for Patrick Henderfon kneeling down to prayer, in 
the mean time; came in the mayor's ferjeams, but as 
civilly as could be defired, and made no diiturbance 
during the time of prayer, and one of them went out 
again foon after, but the other ilaid : a little after 
prayer was ended, I flood \^ and fpake a while ; but 
bad not got well into the matter in my mind, till the 
other ferjeant flood up, and with great relui^ancy (for 
we all believed it was much againft.his will) and low 
voice faid, he was fcnt of the mayor to c€«nmand us 
in the king's name to difperfe ; but quickly added, 
but if you will not, I cannot compel you, nor have 
any orders to force, and fo went civilly away. Then 
I proceeded in my teftimony, many things opening to 
the Hate of the people, partkularly relating to the 
duty of a ChriAian, not to believe only, but alfo to 
fttfler when thereunto called, and pl^nly fct forth the 
nature and ground of perfection, fatan the cauie, and 
wicked men bis inflruments. in it ; as Cain, Jezabel, 
the high-priefls, popes and prelates; as they might now 
fee in this prefent cafe, though but a fhadow to what 
we had met with, not always by plain and open vicK 
knee, but nK>re generally under the fjpecious pretext 
of law 2Uid right ; and then I concluded the nteeting 
in player. After the meeting was over, we heard 
that one of the dburchwardens had been there, and 
bo »d tb^ ierjeant whwh diflurb«d us- (^iot xi»%}hn 

^3 



Digitized by 



Google 



a66 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OI' THE 

faid he had been troubled in confcience fince the firft 
time) were fcnt for by the bifliop, who in the hearing 
of the judges (they dining there) examined them 
about the meeting, what we were doing, and what 
we faid. They told him we were at prayer when 
they came in, and a good-like, black man, (meaning 
P, Henderfon) prayed heartily and devoutly for the 
king and him (the bifliop) too ; and all of them, for 
he prayed for all in authority under him. 

* Then the bilhop afked them if I had preachc;d, 
and the churchwarden faid I did; upon which the 
bifliop tendered him his oath, it being me his great 
fpite and envy was bent againft chiefly. Then he 
had the aft of uniformity of the 14th of Charles the 
Second in England (but the 17th in Ireland) brought 
before him, and difcourfed upon it with the judges, 
he thinking it reached us, and would have pumped 
the judges, and had their opinion on it, but they 
were wifer than he, and faid nothing, but let him take 
his own way 5 for they were ftaunch friends to the 
king's intereft, and were our friends, as knowing our 
integrity to the king and his government, and fo the 
bifhop's rage and envy blinding him (if he could at 
all uuderftand the aft) he firft gave a warrant and 
mittimus in his own name, direfted to the flieriiF of 
the town, to arreft and commit me to the common 
gaol for three months without bail or mainprize ; 
where this antichriftian judge (for there are many 
now as of old in the world) intended I fliould lie, 
until the full time was expired, without any liberty as 
before ; if either by hardfliip or otlierwife (for I was 
then but weak and tender) he had not murdered me 
in the mean time, for he had, before I went out of 
the town, fent for the flieriff and reprimanded him 
fliarply, for letting me go abroad in town upon my 
firft commitment, threatening to have him before the 
'Houfe of Lords the next feffion of Parliament. 
• « Ow afternoon meeting this day being ov^r5 which 
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was very peaceable (for now we had conquered hint 
fo far as that none difturbed us) I found a fecrct 
fting as I went to the inn with the friends, who lodged 
there, from Dublin ; and we were there but a fhort 
lime, till I was told there was another warrant and 
mittimus out againft me from the bifhop, and then I 
hafted to my quarters at the fheriflF's houfe, where I 
cxpefted it ; and found that fuch a warrant had been 
direfted to the mayor, and fent to the Iheriff to be 
executed, but it not being direfted to the fheriff, he 
would not receive it, but fent it back to the mayor. 
T|>cn the bifhop, mayor, and alderman Connell, and 
fpme more confulted further, and found their error, 
as to the bi{hop*s giving a warrant himfelf; for all the 
aft requires in the cafe for which it was made, is that 
the biftiop, as ordinary, fhould certify the offence 
(only relating to thofe of his own feft) to any two 
juftices, or mayor, &c. and then they to grant a war- 
rant and mittimus, which now the mayor granted 
accordingly, a copy whereof foUoweth, viz. 

* City of Kilkenny, fs. By John Birch, Efq. 
Mayor of the faid city. 

* Whereas I received a certificate, under the hand 
and feal of the right reverend father in God Thomas 
lord bifliop of OfTory, in which he certifies, that 
Thomas Story, a Quaker, did this day preach in the 
faid city of Kilkenny, contrary to the aft of uniformity 
made in the feventeenth year of the reign of king 
Charles the Second. 

* Thefe are therefore in purfuance of the faid aft 
and certificate, to will and require you, on fight 
hereof, to apprehend the body of the faid Thomas 
Story, and him fo apprehended to convey to the com- 
mon gaol of the faid city, there to remain for the 
(pace of three months, without bail or mainprizej 

0.4 
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hereof fail m>t m yow p^Hl, an4 ft^ i^ dcriag thit 
ftjill be yow warrant, Giyqn wder my hand aif4 
ftal thU ijih day of M^ch, 1716, • 

^ Joha ftm:h. Mayor/ 

pfthe laid city. 

* Ti^s warrant the fame fcijeam, which came laft 
in the fbrc^ooi^ to difturb oar meetings brought to 
the fiberiffs Ijpufe hqw in the evening, but delayed 
execution for an hour ; and in the mean time fome 
fifiends advifcd with fqme counfellors of their acquaint- 
ance to town 4t the ^zes ; and fome of them faidlt 
was in the ns^ture <!^ an execution j^ {q that it might be 
i^ore dangerous for the iherij9F tq give liberty, or let 
xnc be in his houfe, than before, fo that things toQked 
a little harder; but; as I had not read the aS for a 
long time, and not remenjberrag the tenor of it, I 
thought thepc muft be fomething in it to jqftjfy their 
WoceedKngs^ or elfe they would not have done it, and 
fo Was refigned in my mind to fubmit tq it for th^ 
truth's iake, a^d was. very eafy, being in more danger 
of to^ deep a refenmient of their bafe and wicked 
ufege of me, than of repining at thelofs of my liberty; 
for I bad a ww of fome things to employ my tiraic in* 
which woptd have made, my confinement much mor^ 
ip^iy ta thd bifhpp (who nqwl faw, and fo cjd every- 
body there, tq be the author of alt this perfecutipj 
upon ^s) than to me, for the Lord was with me • 
after ft)me time the fcrjeant came into the roqm (for 
we fct the door be open on purpofe) and fervedVie 
with a warrant; but the {heriff faid, I Ihould not go 
ou.t of his houfe that night however, come on it what 
woujd, andfo I ftaid there; but the truth arifmg in 
me, r obferved the indignation thereof againft thia 
bifcop, but no enmity 19 me againft hiX al a m^j 
Md^ after a littfe inward concern that way^ 1 fent fpp' 
the aft and read it carefully, and faw they werp ajj 
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<^\it Haiftaken ; for the aft bad no relation to lis, or 
Qur meetings or preaching, but to themfelves, tbc 
priefts J^id bifliops only; for after the coming in <rf 
king Cbarles the fecond, there were many priefts, 
"who in Oliver's days, bad been in the bcmeficei 
fthe bone of contention they ever ftrivc for) and 
finding the fweet of them, would feun have hddL 
^hem, aqd yet could not readily fwallow the Common 
JPrayer and fcrvkes <^ the others, which they had 
furiouily oppdfcd and rejefted fo lately before, till 
this law forced them, which they generally compKcd 
with rather than lofe their gains; wbich re^eaecl 
only their own priefls, to bring them all to one 
fcaniling,. or uniformity of prayers and worftnp, or 
un^ge of it, bttt concerned no other. 

^ Tben> after a while, I told the flaeriffit was falfc 
Uftpriftnunent, and dcfured him and others to take 
down in writing, what time I was arrcfted, becaufc 
lliere might b« occafion for thdr evidence; the 
flieriff feenied a little furprized at it that the great 
biihqp and his counfellors fhould mifs it fo far^.bnt 
tpok accQunt of. the time* 

< The next morning, before I rofc /for I laid till 
flight, bckig 2^ littje fatigued) firveral friends had been 
with the judges, a»d they had g^iven thdr thonghtSL 
fireely> how much this was agamft the mind of the 
govcirmneni to difturh our meetipgs,^ and did not 
doalH but this would do us £arvicc in the cad ; how- 
eve? they advifed, that feeing how times ftood (the 
talk of an i^valion by^ the Swedes not being ovcr^ 
and that totvn a dangerous plaice to be in prifon in)' 
if the bifhop would fct meat Uberty, they would Imlvc 
me chyi'e it rather. But of this 1 had hjeard nothing, 
nor would, friend* give car, any more than I, ta 
ni^tke appHcaUQU to the bi&Qp, for that he wanted. 

^ About nine ia the morning, whalfl: I was at break* 
f j[{l^ (i^ix^ tl^ i^ooc k^wox, tmi. ^i:e£bed mc^ ifitb ^ 
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mcflTagc from the mayor, that he had taken up the 
warrant and mitthnus, and I was at liberty to go 
where I pleafed, if I wouJd accept of it. I told the 
feqcant, he ought to fend me a liberate nndcr his 
hand and feal^ and not think I was wholly at his 
difpofal, to tofs in and out of prifon as he pleafed^ 
but had my remedy by law againft him and them 
i^:ho had ufed me thus. 

* Then alfo came feveral ntilitary officers to fee 
me, and expreffed their great diflikc, in their foldiery 
way; fome of them among themfclves, drinking 
healths to king George, and all his loyal fubjefls, 
and damnation to the pope and all rebels; bnt I 
difconntenanced that, faying we did not wifh hurt 
to the fouls or bodies of any, though we were greatly 
engaged to love and honour the king, and be thank- 
Jul to God, as we truly were, for the liberty we en- 
joyed under him, ' In all places,' faid one of the 
officers, ' except in ihis jacobite popifh town of Kil- 
tcnny^ with whom we hope to be even ere long, 
for ail their affronts to the king and government.* 

* A little after this came the mayor himfelf to my 
lodging, to tell me I was at liberty, for he had takea 
up the mittimus and deftroyed it. I then told him, 
fince that violence by which my juft liberty had beea 
obftrufted, was removed, it was now returned into 
its own natural courfe, and if I could find it confifting 
with what I profcfled, I fliould confider of ways 
and means how to do myfelf juftice againft fuch vio- 
kttt and illegal proceedings ; but as it was a vi^ong 
^one me for the fake of my religion, I might probably 
bear it with patience for that reafon, being fenfible 
enough of the advantages I had of my enemies^ He 
made very little reply, but civilly departed. 

* After this I went to feveral places in town to take 
fcave of fuch of the magiftrates as had been friendly ; 
fcr all the king*s friends w^re fo, and fome papiift^ 
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were troubled at thefe proceedings, as working no 
good for them* 

* Tnith was honoured, and gained by all this, and 
the eyes of many were opened to fee the bifliop and 
his fplritand party, and what many might expeft if he 
and they ihould prevail ; and many tongues were let 
loofe, after their feveral ways, to fpeak their fend- 
ments, by all which our perfecutor and perfecutor« 
greatly loft ground, and fell quite fhort of their wkked 
defigns. But before I depaned the city, I met with 
R. Connell, the peevilh tool of this proud bifhop, 
and told him I was at liberty, which he pretended to 
be furprized at ; but I told him if I had ftaid longer 
Come of them might have had the more to pay ; for k 
was falfe imprifonment, the aft they went upon being 
about their own priefts. He defired me to go to his 
houfe (being near) and fee the aft ; I told him I 
had feen it already. Then faid he, * I have as good 
counfcl as any in Ireland, that fays it does aiFeft yoiu* 
I replied, that I would debate it with all the counfd 
in Ireland, and that it had no relation to us at alL 
Then he wiftied me well, when he could do me no 
more hurt, and fo I left him. 

* i8th. That afternoon about three, 1 left the 
town, moft friends being gone^ feeing the thing at an 
end, and went that evening home with Jofeph Firth, 
to Ballinakill. 

* 19th. The next day we had a meeting there, 
which was not large, but a good bpen meeting, the 
Lord being near to comfort and refrclh us after fo 
much fatigue ; for many friends thereabout came to 
vifit me in my confinement, and fome or other were 
always with me, and feveral from this place. The 
carl of Donnegall was in this meeting, and behaved 
^nore foberly than he was known to do before, being 
apt to be reftlcfs and troublefome at fome othfcr 
times } and that afterngon I went home with Joha 
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Harm ta Moumratb, who had h^% fcvetdi times 
with me at Kilkenny, and now had feen the copclofioa. 

^ 2iSL Oa the 2ifi was tbtir meetmg day (the 
Fifth of the week). It was a large, open meeting, 
jnaiiy of the neighbourhood, papifls and others, 
l>eing there, and a gpod time the i4ord gave us to* 
jethen 

^ 23d. On the 23d I went to Mountmelick, lodging 
at the widow Mary Bsde's, and next da; had a ineet^ 
ing there in the forenoon, which co^fifted moiUy of 
friends, and was not very cpen^ but larger in the 
^tcmocm, fome of the neiglibourhood coming* in, 
which I generaUy obfcrved frefhens meetings, and 
maay things were opened in the authcH-ity of truth, 
to edifkation, confirmation, and comfort. 

^ a6th. Here I tarried till the Third day after- 
wxyoy and then fet forward towards Dublin^ and that' 
night reached only Kildare, and the nem day arrived 
in Dublin, where I was kiiKlty received and lodged 
at my old quarters, with my friend Amos Strettell, 
'and vras at their meeting the Sixth day following, viz« 
itbe a9th, which was frefli and open, aad we were 
comforted together in the truth, which as the heavens 
tranicend the earth, exceedeth all other enjoyments* 
Hearing of a veilel bound for Chefter (jsmd intending 
tor the Yearly meeting there), I took early care to 
fecnre my parage in it ; but the wind not anfwering, 
Jl fiaid the Firft-day^ following in Dublin, and the 
mseetings were very large, cfpecially at Sycamore* 
Alley, in the afternoon, where came together a great 
eoncourfc of people (h^diy a greater meeting feca 
there} and things were open and well, <uk1 the 
bleffed truth over aU| who is worthy above aU for 
ever. 

^ The wind not anfwering, I ftaid fiili at Dublin 
till the Fifth day, and was at their Third day meeting, 
where I had U>xx xifot^ thiogs i^nin^ 10 many ftates 
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wry clofc, and Iczvatzvrzj eafy, luring the better 
fort under good fatisfadion,lbKl many came to fee me 
before I went off, and among others captain Smith. 
He had been in military offices, but being under ibmc 
€ODvui<;ement^ was at that time under great inward 
flruggies ; for having a commiffion for a captain of 
dragoons then offered him, he would gladly hare 
feen it lawful for him, and confiding with truth to^ 
accept the commiiSon and fell it, not intending to aft 
by it ; but upon fome private difcourfe with him, he 
was more ftraitened about it, and was very tender 
and humble, and we parted in love and friendihipy 
he owning his fatisfeSion in that conference, 

* On tile Fifth day, the 4th of the month, ac-j 
corapanied by fcveral friends, I fet off from DuWia 
Buy, about two in the afternoon, with a frcfh gale 
about Weft, and the next day, about the fame time, 
arrived at Park-Gate, pn Chefter river, but that 
evening, the waves being high, went on fhore there, 
where we tarried that night 2Lt an inn, and next mom^ 
bg went up to Chefter, and lodged at the Goldea 
Talbot,, an inn.* 

In the year 1717, died Abigail Abbot, alias Smith, 
at Moeg, near Charleville, in the province of Munfter* 
She was daughter of Richard Boles of the fame place, 
was married to one Smith, and after her hufband's 
death was convinced by the miniftry of WiiKam 
Bingley, about the year 1675, and about eight years 
after her convincement was called to the miniftry. 
She was an eloquent woman, of a majeftic prefence, 
much acbnired and followed. She travelled on truth's 
account both in this nation and in England, bad 
acceptable fcrvice in many places, and fcveral perfons 
were convinced by her miniftry. She was greatly 
applauded by many, and being not ftrong enough to 
b«ar praife, was tranfported into pride thereby, loft her 



Digitized by 



Google 



pft, and fellowfhip vmh friends, and from the highcft 
pitch of applaufe, fell inters low a degree of contempt. 
It is certain however, that flie became fcnfible of her 
hUy and fuflfered many bitter agonies on that account^ 
paffing the latter years of ha- life in retirement, great 
ibrrow^ and mortification, and has left behind her 
a padietic paper of fdf-condemnation, which is here 
annexed, as a caution to all thofe that think they 
fiand, although in the higheft ftation, to take heed 
Ictt they fell. 

Befidesrthe following paper, fhe alfo afterwards 
dfrew up another, wherein fhe more particularly fpeci- 
' fed her mifcarriages, and warned thofe concerned in 
the miniftry to watch againft that luciferian fpirir, 
which would deck and adorn itfelf with the gifts and 
graces of the Holy Spirit, and not to value themfelves 
upon any gift which God beftows on them, becaufe 
that opens a wide door for temptation, and was (as 
file confeifcth) the firft inlet to all the miferies that 
befcl her : hence fhe grew impatient of contradiAioh, 
and deaf to advice, and at length, in contempt of the 
good order eftablifhed among friends, was married 
by a priefl, to a man not in unity with them. 

Her paper of condemnation, firft mentioned, was 
as follows : 

* Friends and people, 

* I once thought, that if I might gain all things 
here below the fun, yet I would not commit the Icafl 
fin knowingly againlt God, who in years paft evi- 
dently enlightened my underftanding, when I was 
fore afflifted in body and mind, and all comforts and 
help of this tranfitory world failed me ; and when I 
concluded the true worfhip of God was generally hid 
from mankind, for I knew of none that went heartily 
enough about it, nor could I fufficiently bewail thofe 
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infirmities and impcrfeflions that apparently poffeffcd 
and hindered that great work in me, and which [ 
feared too many concluded themfelves fccure in on 
eaficr terms. Thus, in a day of great diftrefs, the 
Lord was pleafed to bring down my mind, and re- 
duce my fpirit into a calm. Then did occur many 
things which before llept unfeca to me, for I plainly 
faw I need not afcend, nor defcend, to look for 
Chrift, the true Light, that enlightens every mak 
that comes into the world, for his quick and powerful 
word was in my heart, which teaches to deny every 
cvii and vain thought, by the learning of which a man 
becomes godly ; and fo the peace of God is flieA 
abroad in the hean, even in this prefent world ^ 
and in this quiet, peaceable, and comfortable condition, 
or cftate, I refted v^ith God and' in his will in all 
things, withdrawing myfelf from fociety with any 
{on of people, having proved many. 

* At this time fome faid I was a C^aker, and that 
I knew it not, which thing I put far from me, not 
thinking it worth my while to confider thofe that 
were more fpoken againft than any I knew, as a poor, 
whimfical people, led by an erroneous fpirit : nay, to 
the degree of bewitching people. But fome time after 
this, my heart being drawn near to God in a fpirit of 
fupplication to him, that he would daily renew a right 
fpirit within me, then thefe people called Quakers^ 
came afrefh into my mind, with much fatisfadion ia 
myfelf, that I might feek them, to know them 
whom perhaps the world was ignorant of. This 
was the firft moving caufe that brought me acquainte4 
with thofe people ; and finding them to be an inward 
people, owning the fpiritual light and life which comes 
by Jefus Chrift, and makes manifeft, and reproves 
the works of darknefs in the hearts of the children of 
men, &c. to the end that Chrift might rule and reign 
in his temple; for this I loved them, and defircd 
fellowfhip with them, and after fome time their love 
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to n:c in Chi ill was great, with wbom God btK orf^ 
;^*:i( c mt io focicty^ but in a fwcet unioa and feUow- 
liiip, aod with them made me partake of many feafoas 
of divine confolations a&d refreihmcnts, which he 
¥ouchfafed from his prefence^ and alfo gave me power 
to dechre to many, the pftice and mercy of Ahnightf 
God which is in Chrift Jefus, whofe powerful Spirit 
fo attended me in it, as not only filcnced gainfayera, 
but extorted an aflent to the truth thereof* 

* And now, O all pcopk, which of you could think 

that fuch an one a$ I, whom God fo evidently and 

ffOkciouHy vifited with exceeding kindnefs, and as a 

tender father lifted up the light of his countenance 

on me, (hould faU away ? H^ led me by the hand, 

and forfook me not in my diftrcffes, but fupported me 

through many exercifes, tUl he coudnfted me out of 

ihofe things, and out of that eftate to which his wrath 

by an eternal decree belonged, and in matchlcfs mercy 

brought me into that eftate, wherein I found peace 

and comfort with God^ and alfo brought me to ah 

acquaintance with t|)^ people, with whom he aHb 

dealt as he did with me, having an evidence in 

jny ccmfcience, from my own experience, that they 

were a chofen people of God. Yet let none wonder, 

but let all hear, fear, and tremble, with watching and 

prayer continually, left any thinking they ftand, might 

fall ; for the enemy of man's foul is as bufy now, as 

ever he was in all ages, ftates and conditions ; and 

woe is me, that I, by not keeping watchful, in true 

humility before the Lord, have done difmally fooliflr, 

by letting in a high mind contrary to the mind of 

Chrift, who would always have preferved me, had I 

kept near him in my firft fimplicity ; for h is an ever* 

lafting truth, there is no eftate higher to be auaincd 

on this fide the grave, than a truly humble watchful 

ftate, which I ncgleftcd, and ,by reafon of this I 

held feft deceit, and refufed to return, which many of 

the Lord's people few, who truly loved me, and 
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tenderly admoniftied me ^ith many tears oftentimes ; 
but the enemy of my foul fo prevailed over me, and 
darkened my undcrftanding, Aat I thought they were 
too feverc with me, fix>m whence a prejudice arofe iii . 
xny vile heart againft them, and I had not room left 
in me to receive their Chriftian counfcl and admcnii 
tion ; that in time my underftanding was fo clouded, 
through a murmuring fpirit which foured my mind 
and perverted my judgment to that degree, that when 
my friends rcfufcd to let me take my now hufband 
in their aflemblies on my 6wn terms, I foolilhly con- 
cluded, that though I went from the people of the 
Lord to marry my hufband with a minifter of the 
world's people, yet the Lord would ftill be with tat 
as before, feeing he had brought me near himfclf 
before I knew them : thus Sampfon-like, who flept 
on the lap of his Delilah, I knew not that my ftrength 
was departed from me, and fo, rafhly and refolutely, 
I ruftied into the congregation of the dead, as a dog 
returns to his vomit, which thing was difpleafing to 
Ood^ and affifting to his people, and fo accomplimed 
my defign, which gave date to many miferies and un- 
fpeakable forrows, which can never be repaired by 
only crying peccavu And the Lord in his jufticc 
raifed many and ftrong enemies againft me on every 
fide ; but no Hon roared like that in my own bofom, 
though thofe without afflifted me forely ; from which 
proceeded frettings, quarrelings, wranglings, and 
. boilings of heart •, but all this forwardncfs in m^ did 
but add ftorm to ftorm, fting to fting, and burden 
to burden ; all which the evcr-merciful God, in his 
time, made me fenfiWe of, how much precious time 
I had fpent in mufing how to get out of fuch a trouble, 
how to get off fuch and fuch a burden, and how to 
revenge myfelf of fuch and fuch a wrong. This, I 
fay, the Lord made me fenfible of, that it v^ras he 
timfelf was the chief agent, and Kad the greateft 
band in all my juft and great affliAigns } and it was he 
Vol. in. «. 
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that was to be eyed and owned, and not any fe- 
condary caufe ; and be is juft in all that is brought 
upon me, and I have done exceeding wickedly ; and 
when I confidcr the truth of this, it enables me to 
bear with much patience all that God is pl^fed to 
difpenfe to me, which hitherto hath been too little, I 
greatly fear, for fuch an one as 1, who at once 
abandoned both my religion and my rcafon too^ 
by afting fuch prodigious and premeditated wicked- 
nefs ; fo that I have nothing to excufe or fbelter me 
from the ftroke of divine juftice, it makes fo dii:cftly 
at me ; who by not only ading counter to all I have 
profeffed and declared of, but alfo by my great folly, 
have given occafion to the adverfaries of the Lord's 
truth to rejoice and tofpeak evil of the fpirit of truth, 
another than which will never be revealed, which is 
Chrift the way; and I greatly fear I have been a 
ftumbling-block in that to many. This great wickcd- 
iiefs I myfelf have done, by not keeping the body of 
fin under J but I do not complain becaufe of my pu- 
nifhment, for I have greatly finned ; and O how can 
I fufficiemly bewail, mourn, weep, and lament I O, 
what pangs, fighs, and tears, can expiate my guilt ? 
Doubtlefs many fhall be turned into hell, who, never 
finned againft 10 clear a light, efpecial love, and pre- 
cious mercies, fuch clofe and ftrong reafonings of the 
fpirit, and deep conviftions of confcieiice, as I have 
done. What lamentations fliall I take up fofr the loft 
of the prefence of God, which J once had with my 
fpirit, and thofc melting, warming, quickcm'ng joys, 
in which I found peace with God, whofe free mercies 
pardoned all my fins, and . whofe grace adorned my 
foul. Oh, how can I now but wax hot againft myfeli^ 
and be contented to be trodden under foot by all, as 
mire in the ftreeis ; for mifery is my portion ; and as 
for any comfort, I refer that to God's will only; 
for could I pour out a fca of tears, yet then could I 
not defervc any thing but the fiery torments of God's 
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hot difpleafute ; and O that the Lord would not 
fpare his (harp rod, nor withhold his judgments, nor 
the pangs of hell from before mine eyes, until he, 
through the mercy and love which is in Chrift Jefus, 
redeem my foul thereby, and clothe me with his 
righteoufnefs once more, before I go hence ; for 
Hirely no fin (hall pafs unrevenged, neither great nor 
fmall, in this world, or in the world to come. 

' And O, all you whp have been enlightened, and 
have tafted how good God is, and have known forae- 
thing of the powers of the world to come, and yet 
remain lukewarm, or are fallen with me, though not 
into fuch a deep pit of mire, as to dafli dirt in the 
face of God's truth, and people, as I have done ; 
for I know none can parallel me in this our age; 
furely none fo wicked as I, who have difhonoured 
the holy name of God,, and on his pure religion 
brought reproach ; weak faints I have difcouraged ; 
my own conference is wounded and my foul en- 
dangered, my candle is put out, my crown is fallen 
from my head which once covered it, and by which I 
had knowledge and Ikill how to behave myfelf in the 
church of God : I am dripped naked, and fpoiled 
of all that excellency with which God adorned me. 
O, that all you might be warned, and with me call to 
mind whence we are fallen, and do our firft works^ 
and bring forth every fcJlrbidden and accurfed thing 
which hath occafioned our fall, and the {tumbling of 
many j and let us make confeffion to God, and give 
glory to him ; for had all who have made profeffion 
of the everlafting gofpcl, which is the power of God, 
been faithful in their day, O, what a conquefl would 
have been gained over the world that lies in wicked- 
nefs before now ; but I am here filenced, for I am 
one that has fled before the Lord's enemies, the 
accurfed thing was in my own heart ; and it hath 
given caufe to the heathen to fay, ' The Lord of 
Hofts, whom wc trufted in, is pot able to favc us.' 

R 2 
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.O, friends, what have we done that have not 
been faithful to God ? And it is fealed from God 
upon my fpirit, that the Lord is jealous for his ho- 
nour, and he hath given fpace to me and many more 
to repent, and there remains but a little time behind 
ere many of us fhall be cut off out of the land of the 
living for ever, except we fpeedily repent, and doubit 
our diligence, and cry to the Lord with all our hearts 
in a fenfe of our own vilenefs, and of the great wrath 
we lie under if the Lord (hould take us away in his 
ibre difpleafure : and O, that my eyes may not fleep, 
nor my head nor heart reft, till the Lord fhew mercy, 
and turn from his fierce wrath, and have pity on us ! 
And I defu-e none may think that this is fent abroad 
into the world, which may laft ^aanongft men when I 
am gone to my place, to pleafe any focieiy or feft oi 
people whaifoever, any farther than God might be 
glorified, and his bleffed fpirit of truth, which lights 
and guides all people into happinefs that will be led 
by it ; I fay, that this might be refcued from the 
tongues of a multitude of ungodly mcUi into whofc 
hands I have betrayed the Lord of life as much as in 
pie lay, Judas-Uke. Woe is me, feeing I have done 
nothing, nor can do any thing to wipe away this 
great reproach which I have brought; only this I 
would have all know, this great, great fault and fin, 
IS mine; I uke it to myfelf; forrow, trouble, and 
great aflliftion is my due ; I take it home to myfelf as 
the fruit of my own doings, from the hand of the 
I^ord that is jealous of his honour ; and though he is 
long-fuffering and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity 
and tranfgreffions, yet by no means clearing the guilty j 
they flball not go unpunifhed, eidier in diis world, or 
in the world to come. And O, that a fpirit of for- 
givenefs from the Lord may reft upon the hearts of 
all that truly fear him, fo as that they may heanily 
defire that a fpirit of judgment from the Lord may 
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reft upon me here to the purifying of my foul, fo that 
I might reft with him hereafter* for ever and ever. 
Afaen.' * Abigail Abbot.* 

The book cialled ^ The Spirit of the Martyrs re- 
viyed,* (1718) being an abridgement of the hiftory 
of .the martyrs, was now ordered to be printed, for 
the benefit of youth and others. 

In the year 171 8, and about the Cxty-fourth of his 
age, died Samuel Randal, near Cork, whofe qualifi- 
cations and good fervices as an elder, though he had' 
not a'publick gift in the miniftry, deferve to be com- 
memorated. His grave and folid converfation, when 
but a youth, adorned - his Chriftian profeffion 5 but 
in the ftation of an elder he was truly deferving of 
double honour, being not only a good example him- 
felf in plainnefs, temperance, and juftice among ncen, 
but alfo zealoufly concerned for the honour of God 
and promotion of truth ; and that Chriftian difcipline 
and good order might be maintained among the pro- 
feffors thereof, and juftice and judgment duly exer- 
cifed on loofe and diforderly walkers, and our Chriftian 
profeffion be thereby cleared of .the reproach and 
fcandal which was by fuch brought upon it ; and in 
his dealings with particular perfons, or families, he 
difcharged his duty faithfully, and without refpeft of 
perfons. And as he was fenfible that the converfation 
of the world, and the eager purfuit after the riches 
and grandeur thereof, had proved hurtful to many in 
their fpiritual condition, he was tenderly engaged to 
be exemplary in his own conduft in that refpeft ; for 
when probable profpefts of confiderable opportunities 
of worldly gain prefented themfelves, he often de- 
clined embracing them for truth's and example's fake. 
He was cheerfully given up to the fervice of truth, 
ifot only at home, but by a conftant attendance of 
both national and provincial meetings for many years, 
ili winter as Well as fummer, until natural fttcngth 
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failed. He died in unity with the brethreii, peace 
with God, and a calm refignation to his holy will. 

The fame year died alfo Margaret Hoare, alias 
Satterthwaite, concerning whom we have the follow- 
ing teftimony: that her con vcrfation was exemplary 
and edifying as became a minifter of Chrift. She was 
of a good underftanding, and her conduft attended 
with great fobriety, humility, and prudence. She 
had an excellent gift in the miniftry, which was as 
well doftrinal, as fweetly comfortable and edifying ; 
and fhe travelled frequently on this account, both ia 
England and Ireland, and had meetings not only 
among friends, but flrangers; and when at home, 
was very ferviceable in vifiting friends families, and 
doing other good offices in the church. 

In her laft ficknefs (he plainly triumphed over death, 
faying that her falvation was fealed to her ; and near 
the time of her departure, uttered thefe, among other 
fweet and excellent expreffions to fome friends about 
her : ' Remember my dear love to all ray dear friends, 
and tell them, I am going to my God, and their God, 
to my King, and their King. I have a clear confcience, 
void of offence towards God, and towards ^U men : 
my foul doth magnify the Lord,* &c. 

In the year 1719, and eightieth of his age, died 
Robert Hoope,ofLurgan, in the county ofArmagh, 
a native of Skelton near Gifborough in lorkfhire, 
who came into Ireland in the year i66o* He was 
educated a Proteflant after the manier of the church 
of England ; and continued fuch until feveral doubts 
concerning matters of religion began to poflefs his 
ipind; which at length, about the year 1667 or 1668, 
were efFe^ally cleared up, by the powerful miniflry 
of that faithful fervant of Chrift, Thomas Loe, who 
was theii vifiting thofe parts in the fervice of the gof- 
pel; and from that time he always affembled himfelf 
with the people called Quakers, although he met with 
many pcrfecutions and trials by imprifonment, and 
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fafFerings of many kinds. In fome few years after his 
convinccment, it picafed God to bcftow upon him a 
gift in the miniftry, in the exercife of which he la» 
boured faithfully, to the edification of fouls j and 
although his preaching was not with eloquence of 
fpeech, yet it was attended with life and power. 
He was a plain, found-hearted man, free from oflen- 
tation, a peace-maker, a true difciple and follower 
of Jefus in felf-denial, and preferring the glories of 
the heavenly kingdom before the perifhing riches of 
this world, of which he gave a fignal proof in the 
latter part of his life, havings for the fpace of about 
twenty years before his deceafe, when his health and 
capacity might have allowed him to purfue the affairs 
of this life with a profpeft of an increafe of outward 
richfcs, feparated himfelf from the incumbrances of 
the world, living a life of folitutde and meditation, 
atid devoting himfcif to the fervice and promotion of 
truth. 

The years 171 8 and 17 19 were memorable for 
the firft advances towards the deliverance of friends 
from the fufFerings to which they had long been 
liable, on account of their confcientious refufal to 
fwear. Great fuffering<? having lately attended them 
on this bccafion, particularly by litigious, wicked per- 
fons, filing bills in Chancgry againft them, where 
their anfwers would not be admitted without an oath, 
(a grievance they had long laboured under*) it was 
now concluded, that endeavours fliould be uftd, if 
a plain affirmation, or fuch as might be eafy to all 
friends, could not be obtained, to get a claufe in a 
proper bill to impower the chancellor, and the barons 
of the exchequer, to receive friends anfwers without 
an oath, where, and in fuch cafes as they may think 
convenient ; which endeavours were crowned with a 
happy fuccefs : for in the year 1719^ in an a^ of 
parliament J intituled, * An Aft for the Anjcudment of 

* Set above, in the year tijp 

ft. 4 
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the Law,* &c a claufe was obtained, allowing friends^ 
anfwers to bills in Chancery upon their folemn affirr 
mation, and producing a certificate figned by fi}^ 
credible friends. The fame year aUb a claufe was 
obtained m an aft pafled for exempting Proteftant 
idiffencers from certain penalties they were liable unto, 
allowing friends the privilege (iii common"With other 
Proteftant difTenters) of worfhipping God according 
to their confciences, without moleftation, viz. it was 
hereby enafted, * That the ftatutc of the «d of queen 
Elizabeth, for the uniformity of the Common Prayer, 
&c whereby all pcrfons arc required to refort to 
their pariih church or chapel, or ibme ufual place 
of Common Prayer, &c. mall not extend to any 
Proteftant diilent'er who {hall t^ke the oaths of fidelity, 
&c. provided that the pbce of meeting be certified 
to the biihop of the diocefe, or to the archdeacon, 
or to iuflices of the peace at the quarter-feflions, and 
that tne affembly be not held with the doors locked, 
barred, or bolted ; and every Quaker who Ihall make 
or fubfcribe the declaration of Melity to king George, 
of renouncing the pope and pretender, with the doc- 
trines pf purgatory, tranfubftantiation, &c. ihall be 
exempted from all penalties in the aforefaid aft, and 
ihall ei^oy all the Uke privjleg^ss and adv2intage$ a^ 
other Protcilant diffemcrs. 
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IRELAND^ 

CHAPTER JV. 



Fr$m ihfs revering of Friends Meeting-boufei^ in tha 
year 1719* to the year 1751 . — The Church in danger 
from a J^irit of libertinifm mtd hike^wammefs^ in 
this time of outward peace and freedom. — Thefolemn 
^rmationfirfi granted to Friends ofEngland^ throng 
the joint folicitaiion of Friends of that and this nation^ 
and aftervxards extended to Friends of Ireland^^^ 
JQivers Vijits to Friends and Strangers^ for the -pro- 
motion of the Chri/iian Do&rineand Difcipline. — Sum^ 
maty (f the lives J chara£ters^ and fpiritual exercifes 
qf divers of their eminent Mini/iers and Elders.^--* 
Chronological Tables of the firji Settlemerfl of the 
feveral Meetings in Ireland, and of the Vijis of 
minifiring Friends : as alfo, a fummary view of the 
Sufferings of thi^ Feoplcy from the begiiming to the 
prefpit Tear* 

IT is obfervable, that in this time of outward peace, 
and freedom from fufferings of divers kinds (1720), 
to wfvich Friejids formerly had been cxpofed, caufe 
was givers for complaints at the Third month national 
jnceting, 1720, of the breach of minutes, through 
(I^c prevalence of a laofe libertine fpuit among many 
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of our youA, and a carclefs, flccpy, flothful fpirit, 
with refpeft to religious duties, among fome more 
aged ; and particularly about this time (1721) friends 
were greatly affliftcd on an obfervation of the failings 
<rf fcnne, in relation to their trading and dealing be- 
yond the bounds of truth and moderation^ to the 
invading the properties of others, and obftruftion of 
the progrefs of truth ; and complaint was made of 
the negligence of divers parents in educating their 
children in honeft and fuitable employments, of pride 
in apparel, and the high living of fome above their 
circumftances, to the diflionour of truth, their own 
hurt, and the trouble of the church. Now in order 
to ftop the progrefs of thefe evils, a provifional vifit 
was made to the feveral monthly meetings, in the 
provinces of Leinfter and Ulfter ; and likewifc^ a cer- 
tain paper intitled, ^ A brief and ferious Warning to 
foch as are concerned in Commerce and Trading, 
who go under the profeifion of Truth, to keep within 
the bounds thereof, in Righteoufnefs, Juftice,, and 
Honefty, to all Men,* vmtten by Ambrofe Rigg, 
was now reprinted for a general fcrvice, which wa$ 
as foUoweth : 

* Many days and months, yea, fome year*, hath 
my life been oppreffed,*^ and my fpirit grieved, to fee 
and hear of the uneven walking of many, who have 
a name to live, and profefs the knowledge of God 
in words, yea, and alfo of fome who have tailed of 
the good word of God, and have been made partakers 
of the powers of the world to come, and have re- 
ceived the heavenly gift and grace of God, which 
teacheth all who walk in it, to deny all*ungodlinefs 
and worldly lufts, and to live foberly, honeftly, and 
righteoufly in this prefent world ; whofe faithfulnefs 
(with great reafon) hath been expefted to God in 
things of the higheft concern, and to have walked 
as lights in the wor)d, and in all faithfulnefs both ta 
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Ood and man, to have ftood as living moHumems of 
the mercies of the Lord, letting their lights fo fliinc 
before men, that they might fee their good works, 
both in fpirituai and temporal concerns ; and fo might 
have honoured and glorified God in their day aoA 
generation, and have convinced or confounded gstin- 
iaycrs, putting to filence the ignorance of foolifh men ; 
whereby the worthy name of the Lord, by which 
they have been called, might have been renowned 
through the earth j arfd his precious truth and glory 
fprcad to the ends of it; that many through the be- 
holding their good and exemplary converfation in 
Chrift, couple4 with the holy fear of God, might 
have defired to lay hold of the Ikirt of a Chriftiaa 
indeed, whofe praife is not of men, but of God. 

^ Thefe are the fruits which we have laboured and 
travailed for, through many and great tribulations, 
that many might be turned to righteoufnefs, and that 
the knowledge of the power and glory of the Lord 
might cover the earth, even as the waters do the 
fea. This was, and is, our only end and defign, 
which, bleffed be the Lord, many are witneffes of, 
and eftablifhed in, to our abundant joy and comfort. 
But there are fome amongft us, who have not walked 
humbly with the Lord, as he hath required, nor 
kept in that low eftate; neither inwardly nor out- 
wardly, which becometh fuch who are travelling up 
to Zion, with their faces thitherward; but have 
launched from the rock which is firm and fure, into 
the great fea of troubles and uncertainty, where fome 
have been drowned, others hardly efcaping, and 
many yet labouring for the (bore, with little hopes 
of coming at it ; who have not only brought them- 
selves in danger of fufiering (hip wreck, but have drawn 
in others, and have endangered them them alfo; which 
hath opened the mouths of the enemies of Zion^s 
welfare, to blafpheme his great and glorious name ; 
gnd bath eclipfcd the luftre of the glorious Sun of 
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Righteoufnefs, both in city and in country : this is a 
crying evil, and ought not to go unreprovcd, and 
that with a fcvcrc countenace; for God is angry 
vrith it, and will afluredly punifh it. 
• ^any have got credit upon the account of truth, 
bccaufc at the beginning it did, and doth ftill, lead 
all, who were and are faithful to it, to faithfulnefs 
and truth, even in the unrighteous mammon, and 
to let their Yea be Yea, aiul their Nay be Nay, 
even between man and man in outward things; fo 
that many would have credited one that was called a 
(^aker with much, and many I believe did merely 
upon that account, fome whereof, I doubt, have juft 
caufe to repent of it already : but if truth and righ- 
teoufiiefs had been lived in by all who profefs it, 
there had been no fuch occafion given : for they 
who ftill retain their integrity to tne truth and life of 
righteoufnefs manifefted, can live with a cup of water, 
and a morfel of bread in a cottage, before they can 
hazard other mens eftates to advance their owd* 
Such are not forward to borrow, nor to complain 
for want ; for their eye and truft is to the Lord their 
preferver and upholder, and he hath continued the 
Tittle meal in the barrel, and the oil in the criife hath 
not failed to fuch, till God hath fent further help ; 
this is certainly known to a remiiant at this day, 
*' who have coveted no man's filver, gold, or apparel, 
but have and do labour with their hands night and 
day, that the gofpel may be without charge/* 

^ It is fo far below the nobility of Chriftianity, that 
it is fhort of common civility and horieft fodety 
amongft men, to twift into mens eftates, and borrow 
upon the truth's credit (gained by the juft and up^ 
right dealing of the faithful) more than they certainly 
know their own eftates are like to anfwer j and with 
what they borrow, reach after great things in the 
world, appearing to* men to be what in the fight of 
God and truth they are not j feeking to compafs great 
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gain to themfclves, whereby to make themfelves ot 
children rich or great in the world : this I teftify for 
the Lord God is deceit and hypocrify, and will be 
blafled with the breath of his mouth j and we have 
feen it blafted already. 

• And that eftate that is got either with the rending, 
or with the hazard of rending another man's, is 
neither honeftly got, nor can be bleffed in the pof^ 
fefSon : for he that borrows money of another, if 
the moBey lent be either the lender's proper eftate, 
or part of it, or orphan's money that he is entrufted 
withal, or widow's, or fomc fuch, who would not let 
it go, but upon certain good fecurity, and to have 
the valuable confideration of its improvement; and the 
borrower, though he hath little or no real or perfonal 
eftate of his own, but hath got fome credit, cither 
as he is a profeffor of, the truth, or otherwife^ and 
hath (it may be) a litdc houfe, and a fmall trade, 
it may be enough to a low and contented mind ; but 
then the enemy gets in, and works in his mmd, 
and he begins to think of an higher trade and a 
finer houfe, and to live more at eafe and pleafure in 
the world, and then contrives how he may borrow 
pf this and the other ; and when accompliftied accor* 
ding to his defirc, then he begins to undertake great ^ 
things, and get into a fine houfe, and gather rich 
furniture and goods together, launching prefently into 
the ftrong .torrent of a great trade, and then makes a 
great (hew, beyond what really he is^ which is dif- 
honefty. And if he accomplifti his intended purpofe, . 
to raife himfelf in the world, it is with the hazard, 
at leaft, of other men's ruin, which is unjuft ; but if 
he falls fhort of his expectation, as commonly fuch do, 
then he doth not only ruin others, but himfelf alfo, 
and brings a great reproach upon the bleffed truth he 
profeffeth, lyhich is worfe than all ; and this hath 
already been manifefted in a great meafurc, and' by 
£id experience -witneffed. But the honcft, .upright. 
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heart and mmd knows how to want, as well as how 
to abound, having learned content in all ftates and 
conditions ; a ftnall cottage and a little trade is fuffi* 
cicnt to that mind, and it never wants what is fnfficient: 
for He that clothes the lilies, and feeds the ravens, 
cares for all who truft in him, as it is at this day 
witneffed, praifes to God on high; and that man 
hath no glorv in, nor mind out after, * fuperfluous or 
needlefs, ricK hangings, coftly furniture, fine tables, 
great treats, curious beds, veuels of filver, or veffels 
of gold, the very poffeflion of which creates envy,* as 
hid the ancient Chriftian, Clemens AlexandrinuSi 
Pjedag. lib* 2. cap. 3, p. 160, 161. 

* The way to be rich and happy in thFs world h 
firft to learn righteoufnefs ; for fuch were never for- 
faken in any age, nor their feed begged bread. And 
charge all parents of children, that they keep their 
children low and plain in meat, drink, and apparel, 
and every thing elfe, and in due fubjeftion to all juft and 
reafonable commands ; and let them not appear above 
the real eftates of their parents, nor get up in pride 
and high things though their parents have plentiful 
eftates ; for that is of dangerous confequence to their 
future happinefs. And let all who prefefs the truth, 
both young and old, rich and poor, fee that they 
walk according to the rule and difcipline of the gof- 
pel, in all godly converfation and honefty, that none 
may fuflfer wrong by them in any matter or thing 
whatever : that as the apoftle exhorted, " they may 
owe nothing to any man, but to love one another ; 
for love out of a pure heart is the fulfilling of the law: ** 
which law commands to do juftly to all men ; and 
he that hath but litde, let him live according to that 
little, and appear to be what in truth he is ; ror above 
all God abhors the hypocrite, and he that makes haftc 
to be rkrh, falls into fnares, temptatioq^, and many 
noifome and hurtful lufts, (i Tim. vi. 9), which drown 
many in perdition ; ^^ and the love of money is 
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the root of all evil, which while fomc have lufted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and compaflcd 
ihemfclves about with many forrows.*' ( i Tim* vi. lo,) 
* For preventing this growing evil for the time to 
come, let fuch by faithful friends be exhorted, who 
either live without due care, fpending above what 
they are able to pay for, or run into great trades, 
beyond what they can in honefty and truth manage, 
and let them be tenderly admonilhed of fuch their 
undertakings ; this will not . offend the lowly, upright 
mind ; neither will the honeft-minded, who through 
a temptation may be drawn into fuch a fnareand 
danger, take any occafion to flumble, becaufe his 
^ecds are brought to light* And if after mature de- 
liberation, any are manifefted to be run into any 
danger of falling, or pulling others down witl^ them, 
let them be faithfully dealt withal iii time, before 
hope of recovery be loH, by honeft, faithful friends, 
who are clear of fuch things themfelves, and be ad- 
tnonifhed to pay what they have borrowed, faithfully 
and in due time, and be content with their own, and 
to labour with their own hands in the thing that is 
honeft, that they may have wherewith to give to him 
that needeth, knowing that it is more bleffcd to give 
than to receive. (Afis xxii. 35). And if they hear, 
and are thereby recovered, you will not count your 
labour toft ;. but if they be high, and refufe admoni- 
tion, it is a manifeft fign all is not well Let fuch be 
admoniflied again by more friends, and warned of the 
danger before them ; and if they ftill refufe and rqeft 
counfel and admonition, then lay it before the meeting 
concerned about truth's afiairs, to which they do be- 
long ; and if they refufe to hear them, then let a tefti- 
mony go forth againft fuch their proceedings and under- 
takings, as not being agreeable to the truth, nor the 
teftimony of a good confcience, neither in the fight of 
God nor man ; this will be a terror to evil-doers of 
this kind, and a praife, encouragement, and refrelh- 
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mcatj to them who do well, and nothmg will be IdH 
that is worth faving, by this care : for he that doth 
truth, whether in fpiritual or temporal matters, will 
willinglj bring his deeds to light, that they may be 
manifeftcd to all, that they are wrought in God. 

* Thefe things lay weightily upon me, and I may 
truly fay, in the fight of God, I writ them in a great 
crofs to my own will, for I delight not, nay, my foul 
is bowed down, at the occafion <rf writing fuch things j 
but there is no remedy, the name of the Lord has 
been, and is likely to be greatly difhonoured, if things 
of this nature be not flopped, or prevented for time 
to come : therefore I befeech you all, who have the 
weight and fenfe of thefe things upon you, let fom^ 
fpccdy and eflFedual courfe be taken to prevent what 
p5iEbly we may, both in this and all other things, 
that may any way cloud the glory of that fun, which 
is rifen among(t us; and make this publick, and 
fend it abroad to be read in true fear and reverence, 
and let all concerned be faithfully and plainly warned, 
without refpeft of perfons, by faithful friends, who 
have the care of God's glory, and his churches peace 
and profperity upon them : fo will the majefty and 
glory of God fhine upon your heads, and you fhall 
be a good favour of life, both in them that are faved, 
and in them that are loft/ 

* Written by one who longs to fee righteoufhcft 
exalted, and all deceit confounded. 

* Ambrofe Rigge.* 

Gatton Place, in Surry, the i6th of tlie 
Eleventh Month, 1678. 

This year (1721) divers friends, according to 
former praftice, by appointment of the national meet- 
ing went over to attend the Yearly meeting at London j 
and particularly Thomas Wilfon, who not only vifited 
friends there in the fervicc of the gofpel, but tarried 
a confiderable time at London, where he joined his 
affiftancc to friends there, who were foliciting for 
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^afe in the folemn alErmatioo; atkl it pleafqd the 
Lord to blefs their endeavours with fucccfs, the king 
atid parliament granting fuch an amendment in the 
affirmation, as made it cafy to all friends, to their no 
fmall comfort and jojr ; which laid the found,atioii 
for the fame indulgence afterwards granted aifo to 
friends of this nation^ as we {hall fee in due time. 

The form of the firft affirmation granted to friends 
in England, in the year 1696, was as follows : < I 
A. B. do declare, in the prefence of Almighty God^ 
the witnefs of th? truth of what I lay/ 

The form of the affirmation granted this year to 
friends of England, and afterwards 10 friends of Ire- 
land, to univerfal farisfaftion, was this : * I, A. Bi 
do folemnly, fincerely and truly, declare and affirm. '* 

In the year 1721 died, John Exham of Charleville, 
having been convinced whiift a f61dier, about the 
year 1658, and being faithful, according to his fenfe 
of his duty, he became zealoufly concerned to vifit 
the fmall gatherings of friends in thofe early days^ 
having received a gift in the miniftry, which although 
fomcwhat obfcured by fome natural infirmities, yet 
in the txercifc thereof, he did oftentimes deliver 
wholefome and profound truths. 

About the year 1667, he proclaimed repentance 
and amendment of life through the ftreets of Cork, 
his head being covered with haircloth and alhes, for 
which he fuffered imprifonment. He was concerned 
in the like exercife in the fame city, in the year 1698* 
^ In the year 1710, being the eighty-firft of his age, 
and when almofl blind, he gave a fmgular inftance of 
the fervour and conftancy of his love to the brethren, 
by performing a religious vlfit to the greatefl part of 
the families of friends throughout this nation; in which 
fervice it appeared evident to thofe who were witnelfes 
of it, that he had a.fpirit of difcerning, for he often- 
times fpoke very pertinently, withput having received 
any information from men, to the particular con- 
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diribfts of fcvcrat where he wa« thus concetnc<£ 
He was a man of am iniidccnt life and coirrerfarion, 
}oft ia his dealing?, merciful to the poor, 2atd well 
bdaTCd by hw neiglifeoiiri and friends, and feJdom 
ttiflcd any opportuniiy of giving good counfel. He 
eominued bis rcfidcnce at Charleville through naany 
difficnkics and hazards d^ing the laft war. He wad 
greatly devoted to meditation, commonly fpe^ng 
many hours inr a day in retirement : was efteemcd to 
have had a prophetick gift, divers particular inftanee* 
whereof cannot at this diftance of time be collefted j 
but the two folknvmg are well atrefted. 

ill.' Whilft he was pcrfonoing the vifit to the 
femilies above-mentioned, being in a certain room^ 
he called put and enquired who was there prefent ; 
and then told them, there was among them a youth 
upon whom the Lord would pour forth his Spirit j^ 
and th^ he ftiouM vifit feveral nations, which was 
accompliftied ; a ccrtaiti^ young man then prefent, 
baring afterwards received a ^ft in the mJniftry, 
which he exercifed to the edification of the churches 
both at home and abroad. 

2d. Whereas before the acceffioa of kit^ James II. 
to the crown, the carl of Orrery had a great houfe 
at Charleville, then a fplendid ftruflure, unto which 
there was frequently a great refort of company. At 
one particular time, when a large company of great 
pcrfons were there affembkd, fpending their time 
in feafting, mhrh, &c. John Exham had an impulfe 
on his mind: to go^ to the houfe, and call the people 
there met to repentancd j which he accordingly did (a 
large crowd forfowing him) and denounced the Lord's 
judgments, and wo, to that great houfe^ and that it 
(hould be deftroyed, dnd become an habitation for the 
fowls of the air. Hereupon the earfS fervants attentpted 
to drive him awiy ; but the earl commanded theni to 
let the honeft man fpeafc. Having delivered his meflfagft 
he went away, but in a.littl^ time returned back. 
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&tkl called for the earl, and faid to him, * Bccaufe 
thou haft been kind and loving to the fervant 
of the Lord, the cril fliall n6t be in thy days* 
The event anfwercd the prediftion ; for the great 
houfe above-mencioncd, in the time of the late warj^ 
fince the deceafe of the carl above-named, was de- 
ftroyed by fire, and vifibly became an habitation fof 
the fowls of the air, which built theii* ncfts in iti 

The faid John Exham died in the ninety-fecond 
year of his age, having been a miniftcr fixtv ycarsj 
and retained his zeal and integrity to the laft^ 

This year (1722) wa$ memorable for the favour 
(hewn by the legiflature to fricnds^ of this nation, ill 
grammg them a plain affirmation (in many neceffary 
cafes) inftead of an oath, in the following words, viz* 
* I, A* B. do folemnly, fincerely, and ttuly declare 
«ind affirm :' which was granted for three years, and 
to the end of the then next feffion of parliament. 

In the year 17^3, being the fixtieth of his age^ 
and about. the twenty-feventh of his miniftry, died 
John Barcroft of ArkiH, near Edenderry* Jje was 
the fon of William and Margaret Barcroft, bom at 
Shralegh, near Rofenallis, in the Queen's county, iri 
the year 1664/ He was the fifft friend who came to 
fettle near Eddnderry after the wars, to which meeting 
he did belong, and Was very helpful at that time, 
to encourage fome few families to meet together to 
worlhip God, and became very ferviceable in that 
meeting, which is fince become larg,c. 

He was religioufly inclined from his youth, a zealousf 
attender of meetings f^r the worfhip of Almighty God^ 
and a diligent waiter therein, whereby he grew in 
the knowledge of God, and of the myfteries of his 
heavenly kmgdom ; and about the thirty-third year^ 
of his age, it pleafe<I God to call him into the miniftry 
of the Word and doftrine *, but being a modeft man, 
he became poffeflfed with great fears, when firft per* 
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foadcd that the Lord would call him to this work, 
both from the various ccufurcs of men, to which he 
mud be expofed, and from his obfervatioh of the 
mifcondu£t of fome, otherwife lively and of large 
e:2q>erience in the miniftry, who yet at times did hurt 
both to themfelves and the people, by fometimes ex* 
ceeding the bounds of their gifts, and multiplying 
words without life. Under thcfe fears and reafonings 
with fle(h and blood, he was greatly exercifed, until 
the Lord forfook him for a feafon, but was afterwards 
gracioufly pl^ed to vi£t him again, when he gave 
up to the heavenly call, and in great dread uttered a 
few words in a meeting, and in procefs of time be- 
came a diligent and fuccefsful labourer for the good 
of fouls, both in this kingdom and in England; 
having vifited the meetings of fr jpnds in the provinces 
of Ulfter and Munfter, feverally, eleven times in the 
fervice of the gofpel, to his own foul's peace, and 
the edification of the churches, and been ten times 
at the Yearly meeting of London. 

His miniftry was plain and lively, nor was he for- 
ward to appear Without real neceffity. He was not 
flothful in his outward affairs, but managed thein 
with difcretion and prudence ; yet was fervent in 
fpirit, and freely given up to ferve the Lord, his 
church and people, and preferred the profperity of 
Sion as his chief joy. His converfation amcxig men 
greatly adorned his profeffion, being pleafant and 
cheerful, yet grave, meek, and humble, preferring 
others before himfelf; ^ peace-maker, being An- 
gularly helpful in compofing differences, an ufeful 
help-meet in the government of the church, being 
gifted for that fervice, and at the fame time ruling 
well his own houfe ; a frequent vifitor of the fick, 
charitable, and given to hofpitality. 

In the year 171 8, being at London, he was under 
a particular cxercife of mind, from a fenfe he believed 
to lie given him of the Lord, of a dreadful day of 
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mortality that wa$ coming upon the inhabitants of 
England, and particularly the city of London, which 
he was concerned to publifh at Devonfhire-houfc 
meeting, andfome other places; and in the yeaf 
1720, at Dublin, he publifhed a prophetick warning 
to the inhabitants of Great-Britain and Ireland, to 
dread the Lord, and turn from the evil of their ways, 
before his fury break forth upon them as an over- 
flowing fcourgc, fetting forth that the meafure of 
the fins of many feems now to be full, and that the 
Lord had fhcwn him that the flroke of mortality 
is near at hand, and that be will furcly vifit fpeedily 
with a great and heavy fcourge, if not prevented by 
repentance. 

In the firfl month, in the year 172^, being about 
the feventy-firfl of his age, and forty-feventh of his 
miniflry, died at Hillfborough, Alexander Seaton ; 
who was bom at Cutriecrags, near Lediinty, in 
Aberdeen county in Scotland, about the year 1652* 
About the age of feventcen years he was put to the 
college of the old town of Aberdeen ; and after being 
there about two years, was fomc time at the houfe of 
Alexander Forbes, of Achorthies, whofe wife was his 
kinfworaan ; . and they being friends and exemplary, 
it plcafed the Lord to open his underftanding, fo 
that he was convinced of the truth in the year 1675. 
He was afterwards further informed and confirmed by 
being prefent at a difpute between Robert Barclay 
and George Keith, and fome fludents there ; and ini 
the year 1676, he was committed to prifon in the 
tolbooth of Aberdeen, with many more friends, and 
there detained about nineteen months. In this 
time his mouth was opened in a living publick tefli- 
mony to the truth, which he continued to bear after- 
wards when at liberty, labouring in the gofpel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, and being inftrumental 
to turn people from darknefs to light, and from the 
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power of iatan to God : in Scotland, Ireland, and 
xlngland. 

Some time after his marriage, he took up his abode 
and refidcd for fome years at Glafgow. A pretty hot 
perfecution then felling on the few friends that were 
fettled there, both by the magiflraces and a rude 
multitude of men and women, who not only beat 
and abufed friends in their meetings, but, halmg them 
thereout, abufed them in the ftreets to the danger of 
their lives, and committed them to prifon ; where 
upon this our friend found himielf engaged in mind 
to dwell at Glafgow, not only to bear a part of 
the burden in the heat of that time of perfecution, 
but alfo for the ftrengthening, comforting, and en^ 
couraging his brethren to faithfiilnefs and conilancy^ 
through various tribulations and pcrfecutions ; wluch 
had fo good an effeft that he was inftrumental, by 
the Lord's afliftance, to overcome the perfiacutions^ 
fo that friends enjoyed their meetings more peaceably 
than before ; but the people being fettled in their 
empty profeffions, without an opennefs to receive 
the truth, he was clear to leave the place; and 
in the year 1699, he came from Glafgow, with 
his family^ to Ireland, and fettled in the town of 
Hillfborough, in the county of Dpwn. During aft 
the time of his living there, until he grew infirm, 
he duly attended meetings at home, as alfo the 
monthly and provincial meetings ; in which he was 
of good fcrvicc both in dodrine and difciplincj having 
a large, found, and clear gift in the miniftry ; and 
although a fcholar, was not much known to be fuch 
in his fcrvices for the Lord, not efteeming that learn* 
ing in comparifon of the gift of God, and the operation 
of his Holy Spirit; unaer which he was a jealous, 
faithful, humble, and meek labourer in the work of 
the miniftry, to the informing the underftandings of 
the ignorant, and to the comfort and encouragemciK 
of Sion's travellers J prudent, <;onfiderate, and (c^f 
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fbnable in o&ring his giit, powerful in prayer ; im 
tiiicipliiie of a deep and £3iid judgment, often helpful 
in diiScuit cafes ; a man ofgoodunderftanding^ having 
been engaged in difputcs with fcveral pricfts, on divers 
religious fobjefis, upon which he reafoned with great 
Tclcamefs ; a man of few words in convcrfation, and 
ignorant in the things of the world. He uied daily 
to devote fome part of his time to religious retirement^ 
and adorned die doftrine of our Lord Jcfus Chrift by 
a folid deportment and exemplary converiation. In 
the latter part of his time he was very much affliAed 
with bodily weaknefs ; which he bore with patience 
and refignation, and died in great peace and quietnefs, 
liaving, among many other fweet expreilions on his 
4leath-bed, declared, that he had partaken of the 
eameft of that joy which (hould never have end. 

In the year iy^4^ and the eighty-fourth of his age, 
died Thomas Wight, of the city of Cork. He was 
the fon of Rice Wight, minifter of the town of 
Bandon, who was the fon of Thomas Wight, who 
was alfo minifter of the fame town, who came 
from Guildford, in England. His father, Riee 
Wight, was a zealous man in the difcharge of his 
office, and more devoted and tender in that refpeft 
than the generality of the priefts, and very ftrift in 
the education of his children, according to the manner 
of the church of England, His fon Thomas ferved 
an hard apprenticefhip with a clothier in Bandon, and 
whilft in his fervice hearing of a Quakers meeting to 
be held in that neighbourhood, he went to it out of 
curiofity ; but finding that the people fat filent for 
a long time, he began to be very uneafy, and to 
think within himfelf, that as he had heard the Quakers 
were witches, he might be bewitched if he ihould ftay 
longer. However, he waited a little longer, until 
Francis Howgil ftood up and uttered thefe words : 
♦ Before the eye can fee, it muft be opened ; before 
the ear can hear^ it muft be unftopped ; and before 
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the heart can undcrftand, it muft be illuminated/ 
Thefc three fentences, as Francis opened them to the 
congregation with great cleame(s and energy, made 
a deep imprdOion on his mind, and he became, in a 
great meafure, convinced of the truth of the doftrine 
prieached ; but the prejudice of education, and the 
ihame and reproach he underwent from his relations 
for going to the Quakers meeting, did very much 
wear off the impreffion received ; until Edwar<i Bur- 
rough came to vifit friends and the people i^ the work 
of the gofpel in thofe parts, whofe preaching was fo 
powerfiil and reaching to the ftate of his foul, and 
accompanied with fuch an evidence of truth, that he, 
with many others, was no longer able to withftand 
it ; and now he rcfolved, through divine affiftance, 
to be faithful, according to the light received, through 
all difficulties that might attend ; and indeed he be- 
came as a proverb and a bye^wprd among his re- 
lations and acquaintance, which he bore with patience, 
not running into unneccflary di^utations, but rather 
giving himfclf up to filence, folitude, and reading, the 
holy Scriptures, In a ihort time he betook himfelf to 
the plain language, and plainnefs of apparel, from 
a principle of cpnviftion in himfelf, upon which ac*- 
count he was rejefted by his relations, and lived for 
fome time with his matter, who had a great refpeft 
for him, becaufe of his iingular faithftilnefs and truftir 
nefs in his fervice* 

In the year 1670 he married, and in procefs of 
time had a numerous family, whereupon fie betook 
himfelf to pretty much bufinefs, both in the ck)athing 
trade, and in commiiEons from abroad, and in all 
probability might, in a fliort time, have acquired a 
confiderable fhare of worldly riches ;' but he W2i5 
flopped in the purfuit hereof by an illumination, as 
he thought, from heaven, deeply affc£ling his mind 
with a fenfe to this purpofe, that he could not be 
heir of two Jiipgdom^. Hereupop he gr?^.pipf§ 
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retired from the world, and the concerns ^thereof, 
imd devoted in his mind to the fervicc and promotion 
of truth, preferring this before tranfitory riches ; and 
particularly, became an able fcribe and clerk for the 
meeting of Cork, and for the province of Munftcr, 
from the year 1680, till his death; difcharging this 
office from a religious imprefiion on his mind, and 
zeal for the good caufe. He was alfo the perfon 
principally concerned in compiling an hiftorical ac- 
count of the firft rife and progrefs of truth in this 
pation ; which he finifhed in the form of Annals to 
the year 1700, and which was the ground-work to 
the prcfent biftory. He was a man of an exemplary 
life and converfation, and good condu£): in thecda« 
cation of his children, a pattern of plainnefs, and a 
diligent attender of meetings both at home and 
abroad, being zealous for the promotion of truth, 
both in the particular and in the general. He was 
fei^ed with an indifpofition which proved mortal, in 
jhe Ninth month, 1724; under which he Ihewed 
great compofure of mind, and refignation to the 
X-ord's will ; and on his death-bed teftified his great 
fatisfaftion that he had not put off the great affair of 
fhe falvation of his foul to the laft ; fignifying that 
God had fealed his falvation to him : to the great 
comfort of thofe prefent. 

A provincial vifit to the feveral monthly meetings 
in Leinfter (1725) was performed by friends nomi- 
nated from the feveral parts of that province for 
%hu pnrpofe. 

In the year 1725, being about the fcventy-firft of 
bi3 age, and forty-fifth of his miniiilry, died Thomas 
Wilfon, who was bom at Soulby, in the parifti of 
Daker, ai>d county of Cumberland, and educated 
jurcording to the manner of the church of England ; 
?md, whilft .a youth, had great hungerings in his 
foul after rightequfnefe and the true knowledge of 
Qqd aad.CI^riftf ^t which time he was a diligent 
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attcnder of fermons, and repeater of them, delighting 
in thefe things as religious duties ; fometimes, after 
iermon in the forenoon, travelling eight miles on 
foot to hear another in the afternoon ; but the more 
he fought to bear, the more he found his inward 
hunger and third increafed; and in the time of 
fagmg of pfaUns a thoughtftilneis feized him, that 
men fliould be made holy before they could fing to 
the praife and glory of God, and his mouth was 
ftopped from finging with them^ throngh a godly 
Ibrrow poflef&ng his heart, with hnmble prayers to 
God, for the knowledge of the way of faivation, he 
being now become weary both of the heavy load of 
fin, and of the doctrines and worfliip of mens making. 
After long travail of foul, the Lord was gracioufly 
pleafed to make him fei^ble, that what was to be 
known of God was manifefted in man ; about which 
lime he went to a meeting of the people called 
Quakers, where a friend exhorted to an inward 
waiting upon the Lord in faith, to receive power 
firom him over every unclean thought ; by which 
heavenly power men might glorify and praife the 
name of the Lord through the ability of his own free 
gift. This affi^aed him greatly, being fenfible that 
riiis was what he much wanted, being the word of 
grace, which the apoftles of our Lord preached, and 
tnrned the minds of men unto ; and great fear and 
trembling fcizcd him, fo that the table whereon he 
kaned was ibaken, and he was full of inward cries 
to this purpofe ; ' Lord, create in me a clean heart/ 
And now was the time of the Lord^s anger, becaufe 
of fin, (hewing him, and condemning, all the evil 
that ever he had done, and he became willing fo 
dwell under the Lord's judgments, being convinced 
that this was the way to obtain mercy ; and now he 
found that he muft ceafe from the doctrines of men, 
and hearing the priefts, and repeating thcKr fermons 
(cxercifcs which he ]bad before ddightcd fai), and 
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TOuft mind the gift of God within himfelf, and ft 
<lown among friends in their filent meetings, to wak 
upon the Lord in rctircdnefs of mind, for his heavenly 
teachings and holy leadings ; in the performance o£ 
which inward worfliip the power of God did wonder- 
fully break in among them, and m^ny were convinced 
of the inward work of God, and turned to the I^rd 
with all their hearts ; the friends in general became 
very tender and heavenly-minded, and had great love 
one to another ; the hcart^melting power of the hard 
being much felt and inwardly revealed when im 
words were fpoken ; and they experienced what the 
apoftles exhorted the primitive Chriftians unto, viz. 
Chrift to dwell in them by faith, and the renewing! 
of the Holy Ghoft to be increafcd and jQicd on them 
abundantly in their meetings ; whereby fome were fo 
filled that they were concerned to declare, and preadi 
the things of the kingdom of God, and what he had 
done for their fouls. Among the reft, this our friend 
came forth in a teftimony for the Lord, in very great 
fear and much trembling ; the word of the Lord 
through him was as a devouring fire againft all &i 
and iniquity, and he foon became concerned to vifk 
^leetings in neighbouring places; and indeed did 
fpend the prime and flower of his days in the fervice 
of truth, in many years travsul in the work of the 
miniftry, both in England, Ireland, and America; 
before his marriage, which he did not accomplilh 
till the fortieth year of his age. He was, an able and 
faithftd miniftpr of Chrift, freely given up to go forth 
in publick fervke in the I^ord's acceptable time, prc« 
ferring truth's fervice before his worldly concerns. 
His miniftry was powerful and perfuafive, and a lively 
?eal, mixed with love, attended it, and his labourt 
were fuccefsful to the turning many to righteoufnefe : 
he had milk for babes, and meat for them of riper 
ypars ; was vfldlful in laying open the myfteries of life 
ARd falvatioo^ as alfo the myftery of miquity; careful 
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not to miniftcr without the heavenly power that firft 
raifed him up in the miniftry ; profound in heavenly 
myftericS) yet plain and clear in declaring them ; ex- 
cellent in diftinguifliing matters of faith and principle, 
to the general fatisfaAion of the people ; a pattern 
of plainnefs and humility ; and, although eminendy 
gifted, cbofe rather to give way than to (land in the 
way of any who had ^ word from the Lord to fpeak ; 
zealous for the due obfcrvance of the ancient rules 
and difcipline, fetded in the church by our faithful 
ciders, maintaining that the order and the govern- 
incnt of the church was eftabliflied by the fame Divine 
Spirit which the true miniftry fprung from ; and that 
all who fpeak in meetings for difcipline, fliould wait 
to have their words feafoned with grace, and the 
influence of that Divine Spirit by which the order 
jind government of the church was firft fet up. 

He was a man of good natural abilities, but litdc 
fchool literature ; of a grave and referved deportment, 
avoiding popularity and imprudent familiarity; yet, 
it times, very chearful in converfatio6 ; cautious of 
giving juft offence to any ; not bufy beyond his calling. 
He was fometiraes awfully concerned to fpeak pro- 
phetically of a time of great mortality approaching, 
and did alfo declare to this purpofe, that the Lord 
would .fend his fcrvants into the Popifti countries, 
to preach the gofpel, which Ihould fpread and pre- 
vail in thofe dark parts of the earth, though fom« 
might feal their teftimony with their blood. 

His firft vifit to Ireland was in the year 1682, con- 
cerning which fometbing Angular occurs in his journal, 
which feems not unworthy of notice in this place. 
Having landed at Dublin, and from thence travelled 
to fome other meetings, particularly the province- 
meeting at Caftledermot, and vifited friends in the 
counties of Wexford and Wicklow, and had feveral 
heavenly and fatisfaftory meetings with them, fome 
litdc time after j^ fay^ he, ' the motion of life in vm 
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for travelling ceafed, and I ddrft not then go further ; 
but returned back to the county of Wexford, and 
wrought harveft-work at Lambftown for fome time ; 
after which James Dickenfon, from Cumberland, 
came to vifit friends, with an intention to go into 
Munfter, and the Lord was pleafcd to open my way 
to go with him, and we travelled together in true 
brotherly love, and had a profperous journey, and I 
iaw it was good to wait the Lord's time in all 
things/' When they had travelled through Leinfter 
and Munftcr, James Dickenfon went Northward, but I 
was afraid,' fays Thomas, * of running before my 
true guide (becaufe they who run, and are not fent 
of God, can neither profit the people nor themfelves) 
and fo I (laid at work in the city of Waterford about 
fixteen weeks, and went from thence to Dublin, and 
ftaid at the Half-year's meeting, which was large 
and very gtx>d, and fo took ftiipping and landed 
at Liverpool, with my former companion, James 
Dickenfon.* 

In the year 1691, he and James Dickenfon, having 
both had a gr^at exercife on their minds to vifit 
friends in America, went to London, and laid their 
in^tentions before the brethren there for their con- 
currence, which they readily met with ; but it feemcd 
to be a dangerous time, and was attended with fome 
accidents, which proved a fignal- trial of their faith: 
for the French had then a great fleet at fea, and while 
they were at London the rutnour was, that it lay 
about thirty or forty leagties from the Land's End of 
England, in the way they Ihould pafs. This brought 
great concern upon them, with many fupplications 
to the Lord, that if it were his bleffed will they might 
be preferved. Under their deep trial of foul on this 
occafion, they were both fupported by what they 
believed to be an opening or vifion from the Lord, 
that it was bis bply will to deliver them. James had 

• Sec l^ofloas WHfon's Journal. 
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a Btore particular forcfigiit, even of the mafitter of 
dieir deliverance, and told hn eompanion, wkild: 
they were both yet at Loodon, that the Lord had 
Ihewn him, that the French ieet would eucoitipa^ 
diem, but that the Lord would fend id a great mift 
and darknefs between them, in which they fhoukt 
£ul away, and fee them no more* They freely im^- 
parted their minds to one another before they left 
London^ and their openings agi'eeing with one ano- 
ther, they were confirmed in their belief of their 
divine original ; ^nd being ftrong in faith that it wat 
eafy with the JLord to deliver them, they went on 
board the 9th day of the Fifth month, 1691, and 
after fome time of failing, they met with the French 
fleet, who gave them chafe, coming up> within mufket 
ihot of them, and began to fire at ihem hard, ^ 
broadfide at every thne, when on a fudden a greaf 
mid and thick darknefs was interpofed between the 
French and them, fo that they could not fee one 
another. Then James arofe from his fear and took 
Thomas by the hsuid, faying, ' Now, I b<^ the 
Lord will deliver us;* having fo far feen the com* 
pletion of his vifion. Thomas^ on this occafion,^ wa* 
cxercifed three days in fafting and fupplication to the 
Lord, that he who in time paft fmote his enemies 
with blindnefs, might be pleafcd to do fo now, which 
that it was gracioufly anfwered, the event convwced 
them ; for the French took alt the fliips of their com* 
jjany, except the fhip which T. W. and J. D. wer^ 
m, and two more 1 and all thofe on board believed 
the deliverance to be miracufous ; and thofe two 
^ ibips of their company that efcaped, foon after came 
up with them, and the captain of their veflel, being 
a very kind man, called to thofe in the other two 
fliips, to come aboard them, and have a meeting 
with them ; which they readily did, and had a fargj 
and good meeting, giving glory to the Lord's fic^ 
name for their great deliverance. They purfucd their 
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voystgC) and landed at Barbadoes in the Sixth mooth. 

Here, in conjuoftion with hia beloved friend, James 
iMckenfon, the labours of our friend were great, 'as 
alfo in New -England, Rhode -likndy Long-Iilaiid, 
Eaft and Weft Jerfcy, Pennfylrania, Maryland, Virgi- 
ma, Carolina, Antigua, and Mevis, where many 
weref convinced by bim : in fome of which places he 
pafled through great perik by fea and land, lodging 
om in the woods in the winter feafon. This vifit 
was particularly ferviceable to the brethren in Peon- 
iylvania, happening at a junfture when many were 
itaggcring in their principles by means of an oppo- 
feion and fcparation made by George Keith, a man 
who had been of fome note among friends, a writer 
of taany books, of reputation for learning, and ap- 
pearing as a minifter, whofe peeviih difpofition and 
pride of heart foon appeared to faithful friends, and 
thofe be called a party againft him. Upon the 
arrival of our friend and James Dickenfon, he en- 
deavoured to gain themy who, as ftrangers and worthy 
friends, might othcrwife be a weight againft him; 
but it was to little purpofe, Thomas focm perceiving 
the fpirit and defign of the man, and the evil ten- 
dency of that fcparation, and ftood faithful in bif 
. tcftimony againft ir, to the comfort of many who 
mourned in thofe times of trial and defolation ; nor 
was our faid friend without a fight of the downfal of 
that perverfe fpirit, as the event discovered, having 
at times boldly declared it, and it foon ^fter. came 
to p^s. 

He vifited Ireland in the fervice of the gofpcl feveral 
times before he came to fettle here. In the year 1 695, 
lie was married to Mary Bewly of Woodhall, in 
Cumbertand, and foon after xame into Ireland, and 
fettled near Edenderry, in the King's County. la 
the year 1696, he vifited friends in England in th^ 
work of the miniftry, and again in Ireland after his 



Digitized by 



Google 



3o8 THB JtIS£ AND FR0CIt£S8 OJP THS^ 

letnra home, ftiil approving himfelf a difigeot a!i^ 
2caIou$ labourer, and having meetings in many places 
among ftrangers, of whom fome received truth in 
the love of it^ and continued faithful thereunto. 
From the year 1697 ^^ ^7'3» ^^ often vifited friends 
in this natbn and in England, within which fpace he 
was fcvcn times at the Yearly meeting in London ; 
and in the year 1 7 1 3, he undertook his fecond voyage 
to America^ on truth's account^ again in company with 
James Dickcnfon, in which fecond vifit he had aMb 
great fervicc, and was comforted in feeing the fruit 
ef his former labours. 

He continued a zealous labourer in the gofpel, even 
ki advanced years,, vifiting friends in England in thef 
year 172 1, and at home until the year 1714, when his 
natural ftrcngth failed ; and now, near the concluiion 
of his time, he rejoiced that he had ferved the Lord 
in his day, and labdured to promote the truth in his 
generation ; yet as he always had been an humble- 
minded man, fo with refpeft to himfelf, near the 
fioiihing of his Chriftian courfe, he faid, ^Notwith* 
Sanding the Lord hath made ufe of me at times to be 
ferviceable in his hand, I have nothing to truft.to 
but the mercy of God in Chrill Jefus ; ' but he was not 
without an evidence of his cvcrlafting peace in the 
kingdom of God. 

In 1726 a general Province- vifit was performed in 
Munftcr. 

Benjamin Holme, who came over to this nation in 
the year 1724, fpent about two years in the fervicc 
of the golpel, and continued his labours this year, 
having mcerinifs at places where no meetings had 
been held before, not only among friends, but ftrangeri 
alfo, who. were willing to come to meetings, and 
many qf them heard him with fatisfa£tton, and con- 
feffcd to the truth of the doftrine by him preached. 
He had, particularly, feveral meetings at Cork, a 
mating at Kinfale, at Bandon, Rofs, Cafllefalem, 
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fekibbereeii, and Bakimore ; at Dutimsiawaj^, iq thp 
to^p-ket-hoUfe, he had a large and pretty fatisfa^ry 
meeting, notwithftanding Scofield, the prieft of the 
place, made fome difturbance, though feveral of his 
hearers were difpleafed with him on that ftqcpuit* 
land fpoke well of the meeting, spid of what they 
}^ad heard declared. At his return to Cork he nqt 
only ha4 meetings an;iong friends, as they fell in courfe^ 
biit likewife vifited moft of the familes of friends 
there, to their comfort and edification. He alfp 
went Weflward a fecopd time, and had meetings ^t 
Klonakelty, Timplegue, Bandon, Mallow, Middle^, 
ton, Youghal^ Tallow^ Caftlelyons, Capperquin, and 
Dungarvan, where many attended and fcemed well 
difpofcd to hear the teftimony of truth# He had 
alfo, for the benefit of ftrangers, divers meetings in 
the county of Tipperary, as at , Carrick, Fethard, 
Piltown, Clonmel, Cafhel, and Tipperary ; went to 
Limerick, and theiice into the county ot Kerry, in 
the year 1725, accompanied by Charles Howell, 
and feveral other friends from Limerick, from whence 
they went to Rath-keale, wl^ere they had a meetinjg 
among the Palatines and others, in whom there ap^ 
peaired an open difpofition to hear the truth declared; 
next had a n\eeting at Newcaftle, and then at Lifto- 
well, and at Lbcna, where four friends went to vifit 
tlie earl of Kerry, who kindly received them, and 
gave liberty to moft of his family to go to the meeting. 
He likewife toU friends, that it fome of them would 
come to fettle there, they might gain more by their 
converfation than by their preachiqg. Their next 
meeting was at Ardfert, from whence they paflfed to 
Tralee, and had two meetings there in the court- 
houfe, where many perfons of high ftation in the 
world Were prefent, and truth was treely declared la 
the dempnftration of tlae fpirit, and to general fatis- 
faftion. He had feveral other meetings in the county 
Vol. III. T 
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of Cork, and afterwards in feveral places in the 
counties of Kilkenny, Waterford, and Limerick ; and 
at Ennis, in the county of Clare, where he met with 
fome difturbance from one Upton, a prieft and juftice, 
who came in a forious manner, and demanded of 
B. Holme, by what authority he ftood there, and 
commanded the conftable to pull him down, which 
he did, though with fome reluftance, and condufted 
him and friends to the faid prieft and juftice, whofe 
doings fome prefent refented, and B. Holme reafoned 
with him, telling him, that the king allowed liberty 
of confcience, and it was hard that his peaceable 
fubjefts fhould be thus treated for.no oflfencc com- 
mitted J after which he grew cool, and quietly difiniflcd 
B. H. and friends, Smd Benjamin had good fervice 
among the people. 

He had many meetings among the Prefbyterians 
in the North. At Letterkenny he met with fome 
oppofition from William Span, prieft and juftice of 
the peace, who fent for him and his companion, 
John Sharplefs, of Edenderry, and alked Benjamin 
if he had any letter of recommendation from his 
friends ; and he having a certificate from the friends 
where he dwelt, fhewcd it to the faid prieft, who, 
. notwithftanding this, faid he would commit them, 
if they would not take the declaration of fidelity to 
the king, tendering them that made in the fixth 
year of the reign of queen Anne^ which faith, * you 
fliall defend to the utmoft of your power/ They 
faid, they were very free to promife to be true and 
faithful to the king, but not willing to promife to 
defend him to the utmoft of their power, becaufe ^ 
that might be conftrued, that they fhould take up 
arms and fight if required, which they could not do ; 
whereupon he, being angry, wrote mittimus's and 
committed them both : but the landlord and conftable 
perfuaded him to let them ftay a day or two in town, 
before he fent them to the county gaol, which was 
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at Liffbrd, about ten miles diftant, to which he con- 
fented; (o being prifoners in their inn, Benjamin 
wrote a letter next day to ~- Forfter, bifliop of 
Raphoe, acquainting him how they were committed : 
the bifliop read the letter, and wrote to the faid priefl, 
who.foon after fent for them, and fct them at liberty, 
upon their taking the declaration of fidelity made in the 
fccond year of thfe reign of king George, in which 
arc Aot the words, * you fliall defend to the utmoft 
of your power/ 

The meetings he had among ftrangers were gene- 
rally fatisfaftory, peaceable and without moleftation, 
except fome few places, and among the reft at Thurles, 
where, having appointed a meeting, he met with great 
difturbance, chiefly from the Proteftant prieft of the 
town, Walter Thomas, who, as they had grounds to 
believe, fent for the kettle-drums and trumpets to beat 
and found in the time of the meeting, to whom 
Benjamin wrote a letter, rcprefenting to him how 
oppofite fuch conduct was to a Chriuian fpirit and 
temper, and reafoning with him from the Scriptures 
concerning feveral things which the faid prieft had 
objefled againft our friends. 

Another inftance of the like fcofEng fpirit appeared 
at Kildare, where a meeting having been appointed, 
while they were at it, a piper was brought in to play 
amongft them. After fome time Benjamin began to 
fpeak, and having fpokpn awhile, Edward Medlicot, 
undcr-fovereign of Kildare, came and ordered the 
conftable to take him away, and put him with another 
friend into the ftocks, which he did, and there alfo 
the piper was ordered to play, to prevent the people 
from underftanding what might be faid unto them ; 
nor did he meet with much more civil ufage two or 
three weeks after, when he appointed another meeting 
at the fame place. 

The faid B. H. continued his labours here until the 
Third month National meeting, 1727, when he 
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returned to En^nd^ hwDg, bcfides hk good fcrvKC^ 
in the miniflxy, been e^ercifed in vifitiog the familieSt 
of friends, and in private, friendly, Cbriilian vifits, to^ 
brethren and ftrangers, to both of which he alfo wrote 
many cpiftlcs, breathing forth the fpirit of true Chrif* 
tian love^ and ardent zeal for the promotion of the 
life and power of truth among the profcffors thereof* 
One ipccimcn I ihall here give of an cpiftle of bis, 
^ted at Ehibiin the 3d of the Third month, 1727. 



• To the teachers among the Prefbyterians, that ri^ 
fufe to fub&ribe to the Weftmioiler confeiSon 
of faith* 

* As I believe in charity that you refiife to fubfcribc 
to the Weftminfter confeiEon of faith upon a colafci- 
cptious looting, I defire that you. may live up to whac 
the Lord makes known to you to be your duty ; and 
I wilh that no interefl or preferment may ever pre- 
vail with you to go againfl; conviction, or to iia 
againll knowledge : and as you are fenfible that there 
is great difcourfe and divifioq at this time concerning 
the Weftminfter confeffion of faith, I believe it would 
be great fatisfaftion to maay well-inclined people,, i£ 
you would mention the particular articles m that 
confi^on that yoii think not fafe for you to fign, 
"^ivith your feaibns for not figning. I confefs I am 
giad that it hath pleafed the Lord &> far to open^ 
your tmderftandings, as to let you fee that it is uu-» 
iafe for you to %n feveral tlungs that are iu that 
confeffion J us for inftancc, it faith, * That God, 
from before the foundation of the world, predeftinated 
j(bme men and angels to deftrudtion, and others to 
life everlafting^ and that the numbers are fo fixed or 
definite, that none can be added to the one, nor 
diminifhed from the other.* liVhich is contrary^ to 
what Pcte^ faith, Afts x. 34^ 35* ^^ Of a truth J 
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perctivc tHat God is no refpeftor of perfons ; but 
in every nation he that fcarcth him and worketh 
rightcoufnefe, is accepted with him ; '* as alfo it is 
very oppdite to what the apdftle Paul faith, i Tim. 
ii. 4. that " God wiHieth all men to be faved, and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth." And I 
think that in the larger catechifm, where it is (aid 
that God hath fore-ordained whatfoever comes to 
pafs, is very unjuftifiable j for we read in Jar. vii. 3 u 
" And they have built the high places of Tophet^ 
which is in the valley of the fon of Hinnom^ to bura 
their fons and their daughters in the fire, whj^ I 
commanded them not, neiSier catne it into my heart.** 
'Which makes it plain that this was not fore-6rdaiaed» 
Alfo they fay in the faid catechifm, that yio mete man^ 
taicithcr of hiinfel^ nor by any grace given, is able to 
keep the commands of God, but doth daily break 
thc6i in thought, word, and deed, -which reilders 
God to be a hard mafter, and his Ways unequal, if 
what the wife man faith be true, Eccl. xii. 13. ^* Fear 
God and keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of tnaH j '* although we freely own that 
no man by his owH power and ftrength, a$ he i« 
man, is able to do the will of God or any thing that is 
good, yet we believe there is power and fufScicncy 
in that divine grace of which the apoftlcfeith. Tit, il, 
1 1. " The grace of God which brings falvation hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that denymg nn- 
i;odlincfs and worldly lufts, which fliould live foberly^^ 
righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent world,"* h; 
ijras by the fufliciency of this divine grace that the 
yo\mg men that we read of in the firft qriftle of 
Johui ii. 13. knew an overcoming of the wicked 
one ; and it was by the power of this that the apoffle 
could fay, that he was able to do all things. We 
believe, as the Lord faid to the apoftle when he 
was buffeted by a meffenger of fatan, 2 Cor. xii. 9, 
^^ My grace is fufficient for thee.; *' tberq is power 
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in this divine grace to enable men to refift the enemy 
in all his temptations, and to enable them to do the 
will of God, and keep his commands, as they take 
heed to it. And we think that in the confeffion of 
faith, where it is faid that fwearing, when called 
before a magiftrate, is a part of theworflhip of God, 
is very contrary to the doftrine of Chrift and the 
apoftle James, Mat. v. 34. James v. 12. with feme 
other things in that confeffion of faith and catechifm, 
which we think are not agreeable to the holy Scrip- 
tures. So with defires that the Lord may more and 
more open your underftandings by his holy Spirit, 
and bring you to the knowledge of the truth as it 
is in Jefus, I remain, with true love to you, your 
loving friend, 

* Benjamin Holme.' 

The aS for the affirmation granted to friends of 
this nation in the year 1723, expiring, folicitatioh 
was made for a renewal of it, which was now granted 
them for the term of feven years, and to the end 
of the then next feffion of parflament, under this 
reftriftion, that he or (he, the affirmer, ftiall produce 
a certificate, ligned by fix credible friends, of their 
having been of the profeffion of the people called 
Quakers^ for at leaft five years then laft paft, if 
thereunto required. 

It having been reprefented from Ulfter province 
to the National meeting, that the little book entitled, 
^ A Brief Apology,' by Alexander Pyott, &c. had 
given great fatisfaffion to divers, particularly among 
the Prefbyterians, in that province, concerning our 
principles, with a requeft that it might be reprinted, 
fifteen hundred of them were reprinted accordingly, 
in order to be diftributed among the people. 

This year feveral friends of the province of Leinfter 
and Munfter, viz. George Rooke, Thomas Ducket, 
William Brookfield, Benjamin Patvin, John Riificl, 
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Tobias Pim, Charles Howel, and William Penrofc, 
performed a vifit to the Monthly meetings in the 
province of Ulfter, for the promotion of churchr 
difcipline, and feveral of them alfo had good fervice 
in the miniftry of the gofpcl, and their viftt was to 
the edification of friends and their own fatisfaftion.. 

Our ancient friend James Dickenfon, often mentioned 
elfewhere, was at the National meeting this year, and 
offered to their confideration, whether it might not 
be of fervice to colleft the total annual fufferings of 
friends in this nation, from the beginning ; as alfo 
an account of the number of prifoners, and of thofc 
who died in prifon, together with the refpeftive go- 
vernments under which thofe feveral fufferings were 
fuftained,.and of remarkable perfecutors, and likewife 
of thofe who (hewed favour to friends, which pro- 
pofal was well accepted and put in execution, and 
the account printed in the year 1731. 

Among other miniftring friends who vifited this 
nation this year (1728) was Jane Fenn, from Penn^ 
fylvania, who befides her good fcrvices in the gofpel, 
both among friends and flrangers, did alfc^, in com- 
pany with our friend Jane G^e, of Moate, perform a 
vrfit to moft of the families of friends in Dublin. In 
our publick meetings {he fometimes fpokc propheti- 
cally to the following purpofe : that a terrible ftbrm 
and diftreffing time was approadbing, evea as at the 
door of this nation, by reafon of a fin, if not di- 
verted by fpeedy repentance. Alfo, that notwith- 
Handing the feeming degeneracy of the youth among 
friends, God's vifitation was extended to them, and 
fhould be effeftual to the raifing up divers of them 
for his fervice. 

This year alfo wa^ printed by order of the National 
meeting, a Reply, wrote by Samuel Fuller, latefchool- 
xnafter in Dublin, to certaia fubtle queries, publilbcd 
by Jofeph Boyce, an eminent Prelbyteriaji teacher, 
tending greatly to the difhonour of friends^ and mif-« 
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reprefcntiiig their dodrinca, which are v^ wdl aoSi 
wered by the faid S. Fuller, author alfo of a fhor? 
catechiftn . compofed for the inftrufiion of youth , 
afterwards printed in the year 1733. 

This Was an aflliAing year to the province olf Ulfteri 
(1729) occaiioned by fcarcity of bread, and ficknefs 
Jjrevailing among them ; and thaugh "oVir friends, by 
the love of fubfifting among brethren, were prefcrved 
from being burdcnfome to others, yet the diftribution 
to the indigent, both among firtends and o^ers, 
being heavy on fome in this calamitous time (feveral 
fricnjls having largely contributed to the fupport not 
only of their ovm brethren, but of perfons of all 
Other focieties) a free and vgluntary fubfcription was 
made by friends of Leinfter and Munfter provinces, 
of one hundred arid fixty-fcvcn pounds for the relief 
of friends of Ulfter, 

This yeai;, being abont the feventicth of his age^ 
died Jofeph Pike, the fon of Richard Pike, of 
Newbury in Berkffiire, who came over to Breland a 
corporal in a troop of hprfe in Crotoweirs army, 
and continued therein until about the year 1655^ 
when, by mejins of the mipiflry of Edward Burroagh^ 
he was convinced of the truth, and fbr confcience-. 
fake coul4 not ufe arms for the dcfbu^on of man- 
kind, and was therefore turned out of the army, ahd 
died a prjfoner for the teflimony of a good coiifcience. 
His fon jofeph Pike, was born as Kilcrcagh, in the 
county of Cork } upon yhofe tender tnind the divine 
fpirit began to work very early, even before he was; 
feven years old, drawing it off from childifh playfuU. 
ncfs and vanities, from which ^ime, until he arrive4 
^t the age of eighteer^ years, ^le underwent great 
conflicts of foul; and ^t lengt^i g^ew up to Be au 
ufeful member of the church, though never exempt 
from temptations and trials of faith, '. He wzs b man 
tjf (c|f.4c?ii^, being oiteii led to ukc up tl^e crpf^ a^ 
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letei^ hkn.felf of things otfeerwife vety lawftil, as te 
citing, drinking, and pitting on of apparel, whca 
he found his mind too ftrongly inclined to tfccm. 

Altboitgh be had not a call to the irtunftfy, he Hvas 
cmioently gifted for Chriftian difcij^itac, imd zealom 
in the profecution thereof, a^ by the following inftancci 
may appear : he and Samnd Randal almoft conftantly 
travelled from Cork to attend the Half-year's meeting 
in Dublin, both ftimmer and winter, for abowt twenty 
years^ heartily joining with faithful brethren in the 
fervicc of aruth, according to iability. He alfo weiti: 
frequently to the Yearly-M^etin^ at London, on the 
Jame account, where his fcrvice was acceptable. He 
was partictilarty, ha the year 1^92, zeakxirfly engaged 
to join with the brethren, in the concern then upon 
•them, for a reformation among friends of divert 
iliforders m converfation, fupertflnities in apparel, 
furniture and other things, that were then creepmg 
in faft ttpon them : and as he, in coigunftic«i with his 
brethren, was careful previoufly to their entering on 
this weigiity fervice of admoniihihg others, to cleanfc 
their own houfes of thofe fuperfluities which were to 
be condemned ; the work accordingly prolpered in 
their hands, and there was a pretty thorough refor- 
ination as to outward things in the families of friends, 
both in the province of Munfter, and throughout 
ihk kingdom ; although our friend lived to have 
fatife to complain (in the year 1728, when he wrote 
fi journal of his own life) that as of old, when Mofes, 
Jdbua, and the elders were dead, there arofe another 
generation that knew not the Lord, nor the works 
that he had done in Ifrael, the like difaftcr had bcr 
fiiHen our focicty now, with refpeft to the fpiritual 
ftate of a furviving generation, compared with that 
pf their fOTcfaftbers. 

He wrote a treatife concerning bapdfm and the 
Lprd*8 fupper, and a difcourfe concerning church- 
goyernnient (yet in manufcript) wl^ercin he fecw« 
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the ncccffity of it, and its conformity as praftifed 
-among the people called Quakers, to that in the 
primitive times. 

I (hall conchide with the fhort iketch of the cha- 
rafter of this cider, given by the brethren at Cork, 
where he chiefly refided, . viz, ' He was a man of a 
clear underftanding, found judgmcm, tender over 
the weak where tendenicfs appeared, but (harp againft 
the high-minded and ftubborn ; in converfation folid 
and weighty, without aflfeftation, yet cheerful and 
agreeable without levity ; a worthy elder, ruling his 
-own houfe well, and ot great fervice in the church.* 

A. provincial vifit was made to the feveral parti- 
cular meetings in the province of Ulfter (1730), 
which was well received, and it was believed proved 
helpful to many. 

This year (1731) died Thomas Braddock, at 
Ballytore, in the county of Kildare. He was edu- 
cated a member of the church of England, but grew 
oneafy under their forms without the power of reli- 
gion ; ferious confiderations concerning a future flate, 
and his unpreparednefs for it, fometiraes jfeizing his 
mind, and affefting him with great trouble and eameft 
iupplication to Almighty God, that he would be 
plcafed to Ihew him his people, that he might join 
with them, being perfuaded that God had a people 
that were nearer to him than thofe he was then in 
communion with. He has left behind him in manu- 
fcript, an account of the exercife of his foul on this 
account, of which the following is an extraft in his 
own words. 

.. 'As for the Quakers, I thought they coujid not be 
God*s people, becaufe they denied the two great feals 
of the covenant of grace as they were called, fo that 
I thought they being wrong in that^ mufV be wrong 
in every thing elfe^ though I had a liking to their 
converfation, and was inclined to go to one of their 
meetings, and fee what fort of worfliip they had; I 
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knew they had no man appointed to -preach to themv 
and what they meant by their filent meetings, I could 
not tell. Iwent however to one of them, and fat with 
them about half-an-hour, when the great power of 
the Lord came upon me, and made me fetch many 
deep fighs and groans, with, tears ; and a trembling 
came over my whole body, fo that I was forced to 
take hold of the feat on which I fat, to keep myfelf 
from falling. I was very much afliamed to appear iti 
that condition before fo many people, but I could not 
^void it ; and then the voice of the Lord came unto 
me, and faid, * Thefe are the people thou mud join 
with, and if thou be faithful, I will be with thee to 
the end of thy days, and thou ftialt have Ufe ever- 
lafting in the world to come.' I gave up freely to 
.the heavenly vifion, and was willing to obey the 
Lord's counfcl ; and the fhaking and trouble abated, 
and I fat pretty quiet until the meeting was ended. 
My wife meeting me, alked, whether I had been at 
a Quaker's meeting ; I anfwered, ^ Yes.' She further 
queried whether they had any preacher ; I anfwered, 
* Yes 5 and the bdft of preachers.' She did not 
know that I had heard the holy Jefus, but thought 
that I had been hearing a man. Then it was that 
the great work of the Lord began in me, and the 
light fhined in my heari, and gave me to fee the 
poor, loft, bewildered, dark, and deplorable condi- 
tion, that I had hitherto lived in, as without God in 
the world : then were many fins brought to my re. 
membrance with great trouble ; and many forrowful 
days and nights I pafTcd, with earneft cries to the 
Lord for pardon, yet fupported at times by the loving 
vifitations of the Almighty, to let me fee that he had 
not forfaken me. 

Thus was this our friend made a Quaker by an invi- 
fible power, and by the fame power was the work of re- 
formation and fan^ification begim in his foul, and now 
his prejudices againft this people, as denying the two 
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^reat fcals of the covenant of grace fo called, BaptHm 
ai))d the Lord's Supper, vaniflied ; for he calls this 
blefled cxercifc of his foul, his Chriftian baptlfm; 
but now many enemies attacked him, both from 
"within and without, with rage and paiCon fomctimes^ 
which he overcame with the meeknefs of a lamb. 

In procefs of time he became concerned, not only 
for the falvation of his foul, but was fometimcs feized 
with great trouble, trembling, and tears, on the ac- 
count of the unftiithfulnefs of others, particularly in 
meetings for worihip, where words did arife very 
lively in his mind, tending to the edification of chc^c 
f refcnt, which it fcemed to be his duty to deliver ; 
but he, through w^aknefs, refufing to yield obedi- 
ence to the heavenly call, the divine prefencc was 
for a time withdrawn fix)m him, and he left barren, 
and at times given up to Irghtnefs; yet it pleafcd God 
m great mercy again to vifit his foul, and let him fee 
his error ; and indeed this our friend was a moft fignal 
inftance of the tender mercy and long forbearance 
of a gracious God ; for in the year 1725, even in his 
told age, and about eighteen years after his difobe-r 
dtcnce beft«"e-mentioncd, a frefe concern came upon 
hitn to utter forae words in a publick meeting, in 
teftimony to the Lord's goodnef$ to his foul, audi 
tending to the awakening the carnal profeffors among 
friends. This fecond trial, however, was to him 
nlmcA as hafd as death, being a man of great hur 
inility and modcfty, confcious of his own weaknefs, 
and toffcd with many doubts, fears, and carnal rca-r 
ibnings, and greatly diflreffed both in body and mind^ 
At length, however, he gave up to the Lord's re* 
quirings, and delivered what he gave him to fay, tQ 
the great peace and comfort of his own mind ; an^ 
after that, until his death, was at times concerned 
in publick exhoatation in a few words, but weighty,^ 
fcafonable, and edifying j aad his co^verfatioq wa^ 
fpitable to hi§ do^rine, 
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About the ktter cud of this y^ar (1735) our 
folemn affirmaticw^ (without a certificate, as re** 
quired by tbe former aft) was renewed for cleveii 
yea^$9 and to the end of the then next feilion of 
parliament. 

Befides other friends of the miniftry, Benjamin 
Holme this year vifited Ireland the fixth tirate: h© 
fpent three months in the province of Ulfter, hj^ving 
meetings there amqqg ftrangers as well 4s friends, ^ni. 
after the Third month National meeting, went inter 
the province of Connaught, apd returned by way 
of Sligo, Ballyfiiannon, and i-etterkenny, to London-* 
derry, having many quiet and peaceable meetings^ 
ajnong other people, being oft^ drawn forth to vifii 
them, and open our principles to them, apd declare, 
the great love and mercy of God, in fending his 
Son to tafte death for every mm* From Ulfter be 
M^ent, by way of Dublin, to Limerick, accompanied 
by fome friends, and thence to the county of Kerry, 
particularly 'to Lixnaw, the earl of Kerry's feat, 
to iVrdfert, Tralqe, Cook, and Dingle, and h^d 
feveral meetings among the people ip that county, 
who, though many of them were great ftrangers to 
ffiends and their principles, fhewed therafelves friendly 
wd refpeftful, efpecially the Proteftant gemlefnc« of 
the country, who fometimes protefted them from th^ 
rabble; in, general they were well received, andj 
Benjamin, was hieard with great fatisfaftion, in his^ 
plain, clear, and demonftrative way of preaching the 
doftrines of the gofpel and terms of falvation. At; 
Mill-ftreet, where the congregation was for the mpft 
pjm of the worfc fort, when they heard a hint df 
purgatory, feveral of them rofe and went off, cryii^g, 
* Glauftj,' i. e. Come away. From thence he re- 
turned to Cotk and to Waterford, where he vifited 
the biChop, as he had done before the bifhops of 
Londonderry, and Down, and Coaner, &c. who 
teceived him very kindly, and to fome of the bifhops 
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he wrote letters, and fomctimcs prefentcd them with 
books, as the Treatife on Oaths, another on Tithes, 
&c. He departed from hence, and returned to 
Great-Britain, in the Twelfth month, 1736, leaving 
to friends of this nation a farewel epiftle. 

It was obfervable this year (1736) as well as for 
fomc years paft, in time of outward peace and tran- 
quillity, that many of other focicties frequently re- 
forted to friends meetings, whofc underftandings were 
opened, and their prejudices removed with regard 
to friends principles, fo that it may be affirmed that 
the teftiraony of truth prevailed, notwithftanding the 
degeneracy and unfaithfulnefs of top many under 
this profcffion, who were as Humbling blocks in the 
way of fome. 

This year, being about the feventy-fourth of his 
age, died William Gray, at Ballyhagen in the pro- 
vince of Ulfter, a worthy elder, whofe ferviees in 
the church were confiderablc for above thirty years, 
although not called to the miniftry till towards the 
latter part of his life. He was given to hofpitality, 
of a grave and folid deportment, of a good uxidcr- 
ftanding and a ready utterance, yet modeft, and 
diffident of his own abilities, helpful in compofing of 
differences, and often fpeaking pertinently to matters 
in meetings of bufincfs, being well acquamted with 
the rules of our difcipline. He grew in his concern 
for the profperity of the church, as he advanced 
towards the period of his days, being, fix years be- 
fore his deceafe, concerned at times in publick and 
tender exhortation, and in meetings for bufinefs, 
feldom omitting to advertife friends to faithfulncfs, 
care, and circumfpeftion, in an orderly converfation, 
and diligence in the worflbip of Almighty God. 

Among other friends who vifited the nation this 
year (1737) in the work of the miniftry, was David 
Hall, from Yorkfhire, who at his departure, vnrotc 
an epiftle to friends, which was ordered to be printed 
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for a general fervice, containing divei-s weighty ad- 
vices fuitable to the. different ftations of the feveral 
members of the church, and cautions againft fome 
evils and diforders too much prevailing in this time 
of our outward eafe and liberty^ particularly negli- 
gence of attending meetings for divine worftiip, living 
above our abilities, deviating from the plain language, 
marriages with perfons of other perfuafions, &c. 

'ITiis year alfo afforded an opportunity of reviewing 
and digefting thofe feveral matters, which have been 
the ufual fubjefts of the correfpondence between 
Monthly and Quarterly meetings, which, being re^ 
duced to the form of queries, were offered to the 
confideration of a Quarterly meeting held at Mount- 
melick, and from thence to the National meeting, 
which in the year 1740, recommended them as 
proper to be aJifwered from the feveral Monthly to 
the Quarterly meetings through this nation, a copy 
of which follows, &c. 

Query 1. Are meetings for worlhip, both on 
week-days and Firft-days, duly attended, as alfo 
thofe for difcipline; and are fuch as are negligent 
herein admoniflied ; and is care taken that no unfit 
perfons fit in the liatter ? 

2. Do the larger meetings affift and ftr^ngthen 
Kttle meetings that are near them ? 

3. Do friends keep to plainnefs of habit, fpeech, 
and furniture ? 

4. • Do they avoid fuperfluous provifions at marri^ 
ages and burials ? 

5. • Unneceffary frequenting of ale-houfes 

and taverns ? 

6. Do they fo manage their affairs in trade and 
dealing, as to keep their words and promifes in the 
payment of their debts and otherwife ? * 

7. Do friends avoid incumbrances, hindering their 
growth in the truth, and the fervice of it r 
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S. Are frieods in uaity- oae w^h another ; ^0 
ikey avoid back-biting, and raiiing or fpreading evU 
reports of any ; is care taken to put a fpcedy €i\d t^ 
alt diflferenccs ? 

9* How are the fevcral advices of our NationatI 
ipeeting, and that of London, put in pr^dice, relating 
to friends godly csure of the good ec^ncs^tion of their 
children in the way of truth, fobriety, plainoefe of 
habit and fpeech, and all go^ly converf^ition ; and do 
friends inftruJl their children in the principles of ^uth ? 

lo* Are friends children pu^ to fchooj among 
friends, and are the £:hools of friends duly ii^fpeded ? 

1 1. Arc the poor taken due care of, and do their 
children partake of neceffary learning to fit them fot 
trades? Are apprentices and feini^an(s placed owi 
among friends ? *%* 

12. Dotfr each Monthly meeting take ca!^ t^at 
a vifit to the families of friends be pcfformed by well- 
qualified friends, once a year, or ofte^r, as occailon 
requires ? 

1 3. Do friends acquaint partfcular or Monthly 
mee^ngs, and take their ad^^ce, before they remove 
firom their place of fettkment ? 

14. Do friends maintain their teftimony ^gainft 
paying or receiving tithes, church-rates, aivi all kinds 
of prieil's dues fo c^led ; as alfo againil beari^ Ctjt 
arms ? 

15. Do any propofe marriage without firft ofc* 
taining the confent of parents or guardians ? 

1 6. Is care taken to deal wim and ceofnre traniS* 
grclfors in due time ? 

17. Have all friends fettled their outward afiairsif 
by wills or deeds of truft, according to their prefqJt 
minds and circumftances ? Is care taken that cxd^ 
cutors, guardians, and truftees, do faith&Uy difchaj^ 
the truft rcppfed in them ? 

18. Are all meeting-houfes and buriaUplacea 
firmly made over and fccured, and kq)t in good repak? 
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tp. Are birtlis and buriak dijily i^corded ? 

zp. Doth each MoQihly mcetii^ take care that 
iiQne ujider our J)rofeffiou defraud the king oiF hi^s 
duties, fzuftom or excifc, or any way encourage the 
Running of goods, bv buyiag or vending fach goods ; 
-Wid ,4p they fev^rely reprehend and tcftify againft 
^\\ fuc^ onl^nders, and their unwarrantable, clap^ 
j^^ftiney aa4 lanlawful aflipns ? 

21. Is car^ taken by each Monthly meeting, tha^t 
AP nufuife is ina^c of the affirnlatiop ? 

A general vifit was performed thi^ year tp all qr 
mipft pf the mep luid wpqxens ipeetings in the province 
f^{ JLcinftcr* 

In the year t j^35, and eightieth of^ his age, died 
John Pobb$, at Youglial, who although not <:allejJl 
tp'the mitiiftry, was fuch ^ flwnkig example of fmcerit,y 
ILpd felf-depial, ithaj: the following phages of his life 
.fcemed worthy to be recorded. 

He was the eldefl fon of Richard Dpbbs of Cafllf • 
^Dobhs, whp was ^ couafcUor at law, and jufticc of. 
rXhe peace 9f the county pf Antrim, &om whom he 
^as entitled to a confiderable eftate, of which jb^ 
buffered biiftfelf to be deprived purely for religion's 
fake. H^ gave divers proofs of an early difpofition 
to pieiy^ fome of whiqh it may be worth while tp 
fpecify. When he was about eleven years old, ^ 
certain pcrfoQ afted Jiis father, the faid RichardDobbs, 
what he intended ^o bring* Jiis (on up to ; his anfwer 
was, to the clergy, apd Ik did not know but Johnny 
might come to be a biChop. The child hearing this, 
fays within himfelf, ' It is k gr^at concern to take 
the care of other ipe^s fpuls upon me ; it is well if 
I can jook well after my own.' At fchool he made 
fome confiderable proficiency in the Latin and Gre^^ 
tongues, and afterwards applied himfelf to the ftudy 
.of phyfick ; but during this time a holy third pgAeffea 
.his fpul after a igiowlcdge pf grgver .imPQrtat\ce, 

Vol. III. u 



Digitized by 



Google 



3^6 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE 

whereby he might obtain peace with God. He 
was grieved with the loofc converfation of his com- 
panions at fchool, and upon fome converfe with the 
gentry of the country, their tipHng difpofition became 
burdenfomc to him, and he deferted them. He went 
afterwards to the univerfity of Oxford, from a defirc 
to enquire further into the principles of true religion; 
but, in his road to it, he met with a fomewhat dif- 
couraging obfervation from a certain perfon he cafually 
fell in company with at York, who remarked that 
there were many gentlcinea in the country, who were 
afraid gf fending their fons thither left they fliould 
be debauched. He found there was too much ground 
for this obfervation, for when he came to Oxford, he 
was much grieved at the profanenefs of the ftudcnts 
there, and at firft put himfelf in the wav of converfing 
vath them, with a defign to ufe hi4 befi endeavours to 
reform them, but found this to be labour loft ; and, 
to be brief, was not eafy to ftay long at the college, 
but obtained liberty of his father to return home. 

He had an efteem for die people called Quakers, 
from his obfervation of the innocency of their lives 
and converfations among men ; and his mother, 
Dorothy Dobbs, having joined herfelf in community 
with this people, he had an opportunity of perufing 
feveral books written by fome of them 9 but before 
the nineteenth year of his age, he had proceeded no 
farther than to entertain good wifhes for them, his 
father having threatened to turn any of his children 
out of doors that fhould go to their meetings ; not- 
withrtanding which, in a fhort time after, being de- 
firous of hearing their teftimony himfelf, and an 
Englilh friend, ThomasDockra, vifiting Carrickfergus, 
and having a meeting there, John went thither, 
and before that meeting was over, was fo effeftually 
convinced of the truth of their teftimony, that he, 
from this time, continued ftedfaft in community with 
that people. This was very difagreCable to his father. 
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who endeavoured, firft by perfuafion, to bring him 
oiF from that way of thinking ; but this proving in- 
effeftual, he had recourfe to blows, and pther great 
feverities, which he exercifed on this tender youth, 
which he bore with great' patience and conftancy ; 
particularly in keeping him prifoner in his houfe about 
half a year, in 1683 and 84, during which coniine- 
ment, at a certain time meeting him with his hat on, 
he fell furioufly on him, and beat him grievoufly 
on the head with a cane, to that degree, that he 
fell into a fever on it, nor did he ever entirely recover 
the injury thereby received. Befides this, he de- 
prived him of his right in his eftate, which in the 
year 1681, was three hundred and fixty pounds per 
annum, leaving him by will only ten pounds per ann. 
during life, to keep him, as he faid, from ftarving, 
or relying on thofe feducing people. But all this 
could not taint his integrity. His mother dying 
whilfl he was young, who had been his conftant 
friend and fupport under his hardfhips, his father 
would not fee him, nor fufFer him to come into 
his prefence ; and fo having none to fupport him, and 
there being no likelihood of a reconciliation, he was 
neccflitated to leave his father's houfe, and went to 
England and learned chyraiftry with Charles Marihal, 
and making further progrefs in the ftudy of phyfick, 
he returned to Ireland, and praftifed it here with re^ 
putation, and lived and died in ftrift unity with friends, 
being an innocent and religious man, one that avoided 
popularity, was more in reality than appearance, and 
cared not how little noife the world made about him, 
fo that he enjoyed peace with God. 

In the year 1739, being the fixty-fifth of her age, 
and about the forty-fecond of her miniftry, died at 
Waterford, Elizabeth Jacob, the daughter of Thomas 
and Agnes Head, who was born at Ardec ; and 
afterwards lived in Dublin, where fhe underwent many 
.and deep conflifts of foul, before flie became refigned 
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to the Lord's requirings^in bearing a publick teftimpnyj 
which (he did firft in that city about the year 1697, 
and in the year 1699, was joined '° niarriage to Richard 
Jacob of Limerick, to which place ihe removed, and 
was of great fervicc there, being, through her obc* 
dience to the heavenly call, made a, chofen veflTel for 
the ufe of her Lord and Mafter, fitted by his power- 
and fpirit for his work and fervice ; in the difchargc 
of which ihe greatly cfefired to be found faithful an4 
clear of the blood of all men, being fervently engaged 
for truth's profperity, and the promotion of godlincfi 
in the earth, on the account whereof fhe was freely 
given up to fpend and be fpent in many laborious 
joumies, both in this and other nations, not only in 
her youth, but even in her advanced years, and when 
attended with bodily infirmities ; particularly in the 
year 1701, ihe travelled in the North of Ireland, 
thence paffed over into Scotland, and had good fervicc 
there and in the North of England* Agam, in the 
year 1705, (he vifircd friends in divers counties m 
England, and was twice at London, where fhe had 
large and fatisfaftory meetings. * And in the years 
171 1 and 1^12, Ihe vifited friends in Scotland, and 
in many parts of England and Wales, for above ten 
months, and by the Lord's p^*ver was made an in- 
dlrument of good unto many; and in the year 1729, 
ihe vifited friends indiyers counties of England, and 
pafled over to Holland in truth*s fervice. 

She had a clear and diftinft utterance in her minifi:ry,, 
which was attended with great reverence and tender- 
nefs, to the reaching the hearts of the hearers, and 
continued lively in the exercife of her gift to the laft. 
She was fervent and weighty in prayer, and a good 
example in converfation, being preferved by the 
truth in circumfpeftion and fear, yet of a fwcet and 
chearful fpirit. 

In the year 1712 fhe wrote, from Worcefter, an 
cpiftle of love to friends in England, which was primed. 
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and contains a farewcl exhortation to friends families, 
wherein (he addrcffes herfelf firft to the elders, fetting 
forth that, * Whereas there is a great declenfion 
from the primitive plainnefs, Cmplicity, and fmcerity, 
into which truth led our faithful predeceffors, this is 
owing to the prevalence of the fpirit of the world, 
pride, covetoufnefs, felf-intereft, and flefhly eafe; 
^nd, in order to a reformation, carneftly exhorts 
fuch who are fathers and mothers, and as pillars in 
the church, carefully to obferve the operation of the 
Loi'ds's holy Spirit, and to be often inwardly attending 
on the wonderful counfellor, whereby they will be 
enabled to fet up an holy difcipline in their own 
families ; and that this godly care in families is nhe 
only expedient for a right reformation in the churches: 
that it is not enough for the elders, fathers, and 
niothers^ matters and miftreffes, who have in any 
meafure tafted of the good word of life, and of the 
powers of the world to come, carelefsly to retain a 
knowledge of what they have experienced in times 
paft ; that God hath not lighted their candles to be 
put out again or to be hid under a bulhel, but that 
they ought daily to wait upon and fupplicate the Lor4 
for the renewing of his love and life, that their lamps 
may be kept trimmed and their lights fhining, and 
they be a fweet favour of life unto life, their con- 
verfation anfwering the witnefs of God in the hearts 
of their children, fervants, and neighbours, ftirring 
up the negligent to a lively commemoration of the 
Lord's mercies, and exercifmg their Chriftian autho- 
rity, in the management and fettlement of their own 
families in that decent order we, through the mercy 
and wifdcm of God, have been eftabliftied in : thus 
will parents be good examples to their children, and 
raafters to their fervants ; and that indeed the heads 
of families are, or ought to be, the Lord's miniflers, 
ruling them in the power of love, and thereby ordering 
them rightly in life and manners}' and concludes 

^3 
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' with this warning to the unfaithful, * that if the love 
of God to them, through his fpirit and through his 
feryants, will not prevail, the Lord will be clear 
when he judgeth, as he was in the deftruftion of the 
old world, and of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah/ 
She next tenderly addrefles herfelf to the children, 
cautioning them againft divers evils, dangers, and 
temptations, peculiar to their age, as pride or affec- 
tation of new fafhions in apparel, whilft the adorning 
of the better and immortal part is neglefted ; as alfq 
againft the needlefs friendftiip and familiarity with 
thofe of a different perfuafion in matters of faith, 
whereby many have been betrayed into unequal 
marriages, to the wounding their own fouls, great 
trouble of their tender pareats, and the deftruftion 
and ruin of many families. 

A provincial vifit was this year (1740) performed 
in Ulftcr. And here it may be obferved, upon a 
review of the foregoing records, that in the province 
of Ulftcr, general vifits tq that province, and for the 
moft part to the feveral monthly meetings therein, 
were performed in the years 1699, 1702, 1705, 1706, 
1707, i7?o or 21, 1727, 1730, and 1740. In the 
province of Leinfter the like general vifits were 
performed in the years 1699, 1707, 171 1, 1714, 
1720 or 21, 1725, and 1737. In^the province of 
Munfter the like general vifits were performed in the 
years 1699, 1708, and 1726. 

This year (1741) and in the eightieth of his age, 
died John Afhton, of Kilconinmore, in the county of 
Tiperary, though a native of Chefhir^, who, about 
the fortieth year of his age, was convinced by the 
lively miniftry of Thomas Wilfon ; and foon after his 
convincement was caft into prifon, on account of his 
faithful teftimony againft the payment of tithes, and 
continued a prifoner about fix months. 

His zeal for the worfhip of Almighty God was re- 
markable ; for whilft he was a member of the meeting 
at Birr, he generally walked thither twice a week. 
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though it was five miles of dirty road, and he was 
often obliged to w^de through a river in his way, 
and fometiraes in winter time to break the ite, where- 
with his legs and feet have been wounded. 

His zeal alfo for the propagation of truth, and love 
to the fouls of his neighbours, was manifeft in the 
following inftance; that when friends travelling in 
the fervice of the gofpel, came to his houfe, he took 
great pains to invite die people near him to come and 
partake of the benefit of their labours ; for which 
purpofe it was his frequent praAice to ride feveral 
miles round, and this in the night is well as day, and 
even, in the depth and feverity of the winter feafon ; 
and though fome returned feoffs and abufive fpeeches, 
yet many came and were well fatisfied, and fome 
convinced, and among the reft lome of his own fer- 
vants i and a meeting was fetded at his houfe in the 
year 17 10, which ftill continues. 

He v^ras a man of hofpitality, and of a tender fpirit, 
iympathizing with the poor and afflifted. 

About the fixty-fecond year of his age, he received 
a gift in the miniftry, in the exercife of which he was 
particularly zealous in teftifying againft the follies and 
vanities incident to youth, with refpeft to a confor- 
mity to the never-fettled fefliions of the times. In 
the year 1733, he with another friend, vifited friends 
in fundry counties in England, as ^Ifo in North-Britain* 

This year died at Dublin, Jofeph Gill, born at 
Skelton in Cumberland, in the year 1674, the fon 
of William Gill, from whom he received a religious 
cducauon, which with the concurrence of the divine 
bleffmg, and his own endeavours, was greatly im. 
proved to his fpiritual advantage. 

He manifefted an early zeal for the worfhip of 
Almighty God, in preference to the purfuit of worldly 
gain ; and when his outward bufinefs increafed and 
profpered, was feized with a holy fear, left the multi- 
tude thereof fhoulA obftruft the fpiritual exercife and 
• tJ4 
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mind, for theacqiiifhicMiof Ircavealy 

rt of his Ufe, he fpequemly accom^ 

fpiends In fheir travels "through- 
is nation, and met with great con-s 
iragcment in fo doing. 
Q, he was kd to fettle his outward 
is bnfinefs, in purfuance of a fecret 
ade on his mind, that he ought to 
low the Lord as he fliould be pleafcct 

fefigned to what he believed to be 
icerning him ; though al this tima 

perception of his being called to 
owever, in the year 1711, being 

of his, age, his mouth was firft 
nblies of the people cj^lled Quakers, 
r and concern of mind, by reafbn 
ns pf the enemy, which in procefs 
come, and he proving faithful to his 
t requirings, grew in his gift, and 

and zealous labourer therein, to 
• the ehufehds both at home anci 

: I h^ vifited the meetings of friends; 

e, \i\ coApany With Hichard Scaly, 

, Jamefe Sympfbn (Who was bred 1^ 

ded for a Prelbyterian teacher) was 

convinced, who becanie a feryiceablc man, and fuflfered 

imprifonment in Cavan gaol for his tcftimony againft 

tithes, 

In the year 1713, he had drawings iti his mind ta 
vifit friends in Uifter province again, but wanting a 
companion, and not deeming himfelf ftrong cnoughf 
waited until the arrival of Luke Cock, a miniftring 
friend from England, and accojnpanied hiin in his travels 
to that province. After this he very frequently per^ 
formed yifits in the work of th? Hiiniftry, to tho 
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mteticgs in: Leinfter, Munfter, and Ulfter, aod lomc^ 
times in Connaught^ wUere he had alfo meetings 
3mong ftrangers; and beildes thefe viiit$ at home, 
he, at different times, vifited friends in divers.parts 
of England and Scotland, and in the year 1714, in 
the Ifle of Man ; and in the 1754, he took a vopge 
to Atnerica on the fame account, where he' traveliecl 
five thoufand five hundred and feventy-two miles, 
and was at three hundred and eighty-two meetings. 

He was diligent in attending the meetings of difci* 
pline^ as well as worfhip^ and not only thofe at home, 
but particularly the Yearly meeting at London ; and 
from the year 17 12 to 1741 inclufive, was thirteen 
times at the faid Yearly meeting. 

He was a man of exemplary life and converfation, 
and given to hofpitality. As he drew near the con- 
clufion of his days, he had this comfortable reflexion 
to make^ that he bad preferred the fervice of truth 
before the bufiiiefs of this world ; and declared, that 
although he had feveral opportunities of enlarging 
iiis temporal pofleflions, he durft not embrace them^ 
left he fliould thereby be hindered from the difcharge 
of his fpiritual duties. He alfo fignified his fenfe, 
that although the church was now in her fable weeds^ 
and mourning feemed her prefent portion, yet that 
pe believed the Lord would caufe Sion to fhine and 
become the beauty of nations. He died in a devout 
frame of mind, in this the fixty-feventh year of hi$ 
age, and thirtieth of his miniftiy. 

This year died at Dublin that honourable elder 
find minfter George Rooke, the fon of Thomas Rooke, 
bom in the parifh of Boulton in Cumberland. He 
had been educated in the church of England, but 
about the twentieth year of his age, being convinced 
of the truth of the doftrine prc:ached by John Greaves, 
a minifter among the people called Quakers, he joine4 
bimfclf in fociety with them, and proving faithful^ 
vcording to his fcnfe of his duty, about the twenty* 
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fifth year of his age, his mouth was opened to declare 
unto others his own experience of the Lord's good- 
nefs, and he became early engaged in travelling abroad 
in the work of the miniftry, zealoufly and chearfuliy 
devoting his ftrcngth and youthful days to. the propa- 
gation of the gofpel, and promotion of truth and 
righteoufnefs in the earth ; particularly in the year 
1679, he travelled on foot to Scotland on this account^ 
accompanied by Peter Fearon. In the year 1681, 
he vifited friends in all their meetings in Scotland a 
fecond time, and the fame year came to Ireland and 
vtiited moft of the meetings of friends through the 
nation, as he did alfo in the year 1684, and fome 
lime after his return, viliting friends in Weftmoreland, 
and biflioprick, he had a meeting at Stockton, where 
the mayor of the town fent one of his officers to bring 
George before him, and when he came, tendered him 
the oath of allegiance and fupreipacy: but becaufc 
Oeorge, for cenfcience-fake, refufed to fwear, the 
mayor would have had him enter into bonds for his' 
good behaviour, and to appear at the next quarter- 
feffi(Mis: George told him, he was bound to good 
behaviour already. * Have you been with fome 
jufticc of the peace that has bound you already ?* faid 
the mayor. *No,* faid George, * but I am bound 
by my principle to behave myfelf towards the king 
and 21II his fubjefts as becomes a Chriftian.* ' But 
for all that,* faid the mayor, * you muft enter into 
bonds.* * I cannot,* faid George, * for I believe 
thou wilt call that a breach of good behaviour, which 
I think is good behaviour.* * What is that,* faid 
the mayor, * I fuppofe,* faid George, thou wilt call 
it a breach of good behaviour, if I go to one of our 
meetings before next quarter-feffions ?* ' Sure enough, 
I fhall,* faid the mayor. George faid, he would not 
bring any of his friends into that fnare to leave them 
bound for him. ^ It is but about a month,* faid the 
mayor, * to the feffions, and cannot you forbear goinj^ 
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to meeting fo long?* * No/ faid George, ^ if the 
Lord fpare me health, I can no more forbear going to 
meetings, than Daniel could forbear praying to his 
God, although the decree was but for thirty days/ 
So the mayor committed him to Durham gaol, where 
he was kept prifoner till the feffions, when he was 
again committed and kept prifoner about a month 
longer, becaufe for ' conscience -fake .he could not 
fwear. 

In the year 1685, he vifited friends in Ireland a 
third time, and again in 1686, when he married and 
fettled in Limerick; yet ftill continued laborious, 
and frequently travelled abroad in the cxercife of 
his gift, for the edification of the churches ; and in- 
deed his miniftry appears to have been clear and con- 
vincing even among ftrangers, of which an inftance 
occurred in his travels through Wales, where, at a 
meeting he had at Haverford-weft, one of his hearers, 
who had a right of the prefentation of a parifti called 
St. David's Head, was fo far affcfted by his preaching 
as to make him an offer of it ; but he was not one of 
thofe miniftcrs who fcek for reward or fupport from 
men. 

He continued his habitation in Limerick in the years 
1689 and 90, in the troublefome times of the wars 
between king William and king James, and during 
the firft fiege ; but before the fecond fiege, while 
king James's army had poffeflion of the city, he 
removed himfeif and family to Cumberland ; but not- 
withftanding thefe troubles, he ftill continued labo- 
rious and fervent in fpirit, in vifiting the meetings 
of friends, and in the year 1692, again vifited the 
brethren in Scotland. 

In the year 1693 ^^ returned to Ireland, fetded, 
and conrinued his refidence in Dublin the remaining 
part of his life, during which time, whilft of ability, 
he frequendy vifited friends in the three provinces, 
mi foraetimes bad meetings in places where no 
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mcctrags of friends were fettled : he alfo fomctimes 
vifited friends in England and Wales, and was fre- 
quently at the Yearly meeting of London. H^ was 
a very diligent attender of meetings for worfhip, and 
ihofe for difcipline, and was fqarcc ever abfent (unlcfs 
when engaged in travelling clfewhere in truth's fervicc) 
from the Province and Quarterly meetings, imtil dif* 
abled by infirmity of body. 

He was a man of good underftanding, though but 
little fchooUearning ; of a fweet temper ; in convcr- 
fetion pleafant and affable ; an affcftionate huftand 
and father ; a tender and fympathizing vifitor of the 
£ck : be was a diligent and faithful minifler, and his 
labours were often crowned with fuccefs, to the con* 
Vmceraent of feveral, who proved eminent and fervi- 
ceable men in the church, and the edification and 
cftabliftiment of others. In the exercife of his gift 
he was clear, folid, and lively, even unto extreme old 
age ; in prayer, living, reverent, weighty, and concife. 
In his deportment meek and humble, not elevated by 
his gifts and good fervices ; far from being defirous 
of exercifing lordfliip over God's heritage, frequently 
declaring, that he did not judge minifters to be of an 
order above other men, and that he and all others 
in the miniftry, ought willingly to refer their doftrines 
to the divine witnefs in the confciences of their hearers* 
He was a diligent reader of the holy Scriptures, and 
in his preaching a faithful quoter of them. He re- 
tained his integrity, as well as underftanding and me- 
mory to his end, and departed this life in the ninety- 
firft year of his age, and about the fixty-feventh of 
his minillry, and appears be the moft ancient minifler 
mentioned in thefe records. 

This year, there being appreherifions of an in- 
tended invafion of England from France, friends drew 
up an addrefs to the king, fignifying their fidelity 
^nd good affcftion to his- perfon and government,, 
which was as follows : 
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* To George the Second, kmg*of Great-Britain and 

the dominions thereunto belonging* 

* The humbie Addrefe of his Proteftant Subje^s, thtf 
People called (^kersj in the kingdom of Ireland. 

* We thy dutiful and peaceable fubjefts, with hearts 
truly fenfible of the many bleffings and privileges we 
enjoy under thy paternal care and protcftioa, beg 
leave at this critical conjunfture, when thy dominions 
are threatened with an invafion in favour of a popilh 
pretender, to exprefs our fmcere and hearty abhor- 
rence of all plots and confpiracies againft thy perfon 
and government. 

' Duty, gratitude, and intereft, unite to engage us 
in a firm attachment to thy royal perfon, and the 
Proteftant fucceffion in the. illuftrious houfe ; and we 
are determined, by divine affiftancc, to continue un- 
ftiaken in thefe fentiments, and conformable to our 
known principles to do the utmoft in our power for 
promoting the peace and welfare of this nation, 

* The kind indulgence granted us by the legiflature 
in OUT religious fcruples, the free accefs we have had 
to the feveral chief governors of this kingdom fmce 
thy acceffion to the throne, and the readinefs fliewn 
for our relief, whereof we retain the moft grateful 
and lively fenfe, lay us under additional obligations 
of duty and fidelity, 

* May the fame divine Providence that defeated the 
attempts of the enemies of our conftitution, in the re- 
bellion againft thy royal father, and which hath latefy 
protefted thee in imminent danger, preferve thee and 
thy royal family from the wicked defigris of all your 
enemies, whether foreign or domeftic. May the 
Almighty guide thy counfels by his wifdom, and 
render them ciFeftual for the re-eftabliftiment of peace 
and tranquillity, and grant thee a long find profperous 
reign over us. May^the Britifli throne be always 
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filled With one of thy royal offspring, to tranfmit the 
bleffings we enjoy to future ages. 

^ Signed in Dublin^ in behalf of the faid 
people, tho 31ft of the Firft month, called March, 
1744^ by 



John Barclay 
Peter Judd 
Henry Pemberton 
Daniel Bewley 
Edward Fawcett 
Jofeph Fade 
James Johnfton 
John Rutty 
Samuel Judd 
Benjamin Davrfon 
Paul Johnfon 
Robert CHbborn 
Francis Ruffell 
Thomas Strettell, junr. 
Robert Unthank 
Jacob Ford 
Robert Jaftay 
Jofeph Barcroft 
John Goulbee 
Robert GiU 
Jonathan Strettell 
John Dawfbn 
Ambrofe Barcroft 
Samuel Sharpley 
William Greenhow 
Thomas Chandley 
John Barclay, junr. 



Jofhua Clibborn 
Edward Stephens 
Lancelot Whitehead 
John Powel 
Aaron Atkinfon 
Ifaac Afhton 
Thomas Handy 
I^char WilJcoeks 
Jofeph Willcocks 
Gherret Haffea 
Henry Afhe 
John Willcocks 
Samuel Ruflel 
Thomas Goulbee 
Samuel Morton 
Samuel Summers 
John Beetham 
Jonathan Fletcher 
Jofeph Green 
Abraham Robinfon 
William Willan 
Ifaac Jackfon 
Richard Pearce 
John Pirn 
Jacob Goff 
William Richardfon 
James Forbes 



It is worthy of obfervation, that whilft the neigh- 
bouring kingdom of Great-Britain was difturbdd both 
with a foreign war, and a rebellion at home, this 
nation, under the prudent adminiftration of our chief 
governer, enjoyed a profound peace ; and at the fame 
time we were favoured with the vifits of divers wonhy 
brethren and fifters in the miniftry, fome from Great- 
Britain and others from America, who croiTed the 
fcas in this fcrvicc at the hazard of their lives. 
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Alfo, whereas the aft of parliament for granting 
friends an affirmation in all, except criminal cafes, 
and for qualifying for places of profit and truft, and 
ferving on juries, which was paffed in the year 1736, 
was only temporary, and to expire at the end of the 
cnfuing feffion of parliament, the prefent time was 
thought convenient to make early application for a 
renewal of the faid aft without limitation of time, in the 
fame manner as friends elfewhere enjoy it. Wherefore 
the friends who attended the laft Yearly meeting at 
London, did there wait on the earl of Chefterfield, 
the lord lieutenant, requefting his advice and friend- 
Ihip in our intended folicitation, which he with great 
chearfulnefs granted them, and on his arrival here, 
encouraged friends to petition the Houfe of Commons 
this feffion, for fuch an aft as aforcfaid, which they 
accordingly did with good fuccefs, for it paffisd both 
houfes, nemine contradicente^ and obtained the royal 
affisnt.* 

Befides other miniftring friends at home, who vifited 
friends this year (1744) Gherret Haffisn performed a 
vifit; to them in each province, not only in their pub- 
lick- meetings, but in their families, having in this 
fervice vifited, by eftimation, three thoufand families 
and upwards, exclufive of thofc in Dublin, where he 
had rcfided fome years. 

This year died Mungo Bewley, fon of Thomas and 
Margaret Bewley, of Woodhall in Cumberland, from 
whence he came over to this kingdom, and fettled at 
Edenderry, in the King's County. He was favoured 
in his youth with a tender vifitation of the love of God, 
and manifefted early a fervent zeal for divine worlhip 
in the following inftance: among his papers was found 
one which he wrote^uring the time of his apprentice- 
(hip, requefting of his mafter either to have his work 
previoufly allotted to him, in order .that he might mak« 

• See the Year I7ax, 
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prq^aration againft the time cf tbc week-day mectuigi 
or that he might be allowed when his apprenticeibi|i 
expired, to pay for fo mach time as he flumld have 
fpent at meetings : ahd he grew and profpered in th<: 
living knowledge of tbc trnth accordingly, ind not 
long after his coming over to Ireland, a difpenfatio9 
of the gofpel was committed Unto him, whereof h^ 
became an eminent minifter, freely devoting himfe^ 
to fpend and be fpent for the promotion of piety 
in the earth, being diligent in the excrcife of his gift 
both at home and abroad, having viiited friends in 
the fervice of the golpel in England, Scotland, Walcs^ 
Holland, and America. 

He adorned his miniftry by a grave and folid be- 
haviour ; he was alfo a man of good underftanding^ 
jealous in Chriftian difcipline,and ferviceable in vifiting 
the families of friends ; a man of integrity and firm- 
nefs, indulhious in bufinefs, upright in his dealings^ 
and careful in the religious education of his children | 
chearfal and edifying in his converfation ; compailio- 
oate and liberal to the affli£^ed ; a nurfuig fj^tber t^ 
young travellers in the way to Zion; yet not bafty t9 
lay i^nds (uddcnly on fuch as were more in ihew 
than fubftanc^ being of a difcerning fpirit ; and not> 
withftanding thefe good qualifications, he was very 
humble-mindcd with rcfpeft to himfelf. 

He continued lively in the exercife of his gift to the 
laft, finifliing his Chriftian cpurfe in the feventiech 
year of his age, and about the fortieth of his miniftry. 

This year died at Cork, George Bewley, a faith- 
fill minifter and elder, his conduA and converfation 
having been agreeable to ihis do£):rine. He was 
earcful to keep free from the incumbrances of this 
life, and ?tealous for the fuppojt of good order and 
difcipline in the church. A narrative of his life was 
publiftied, by the approbation of the National meeting, 
in the year 1750* 
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SUFFERINGS 



PEOPLE, 
IN IRELAND* 



MAKY and grievous were the fufferings which 
this people underwent at the beginning, merely 
for being exercifed in preferving a confcience void of 
offence toMTards God and matt, in teftifying againft the 
corruptions, fupcrfluities^ and exceffes, vain pleafurcs 
and paftimes, fuperftitions, dead formality and hypo- 
crify, prevailing among profcffed Chriftians. Oil 
thefe accounts they become the objcfts of popular 
fcorn and derifion ; and bcfidea perfonal abufes, they 
frequently fuffcred feverc fines and imprifonment. 
This will appear the lefs wonderful, when we call to 
mind and confider the faying of the apoftle. Gal. iv, 29. 
^^ He that is bom after the flefh, perfecuteth him that 
is born after the Spirit." 

But there was one thing Mrhich rendered them in 
a peculiar manner the objcfts of the rage of a man- 
made miniftry, viz* their confdentious fcruple qf 
paying tithes in thefe gofpel-times, as being an anti- 
chriftian impofition. Hence was verified among thefe 
what was obfcrvcd of the prophets thai caufcd the 

Vol. III. X 
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people to err formerly, Micah lii. 5. *^ He that putteth 
not into their mouths, they even proclaim war againft 
lihn.** And accordingly the pricfts were commOnty 
the inftrumcnts of ftirring up the magiftraces, and 
even the rabble againft them ; and on the above- 
named account, viz, thetr refufmg to pay tithes, they 
very frequently had their goods fpoiled-and taken 
away ; fometimes to three, fix, ten, or twenty times 
the value, and were often imprifoned and kept pri- 
foners feveral years, and fometimes unto death ; thus 
fealing with their blood their teftimony againft the 
antichriftian yoke of tithes, as having been commanded 
to be paid by the eleven tribes of Ifrael, to the tribe 
of Levi, both for their continual fervice and atten- 
dance in the tabernacle of the congregation, and in 
lieu of their part or Ihare in the land of Canaan, 
which they were hereupon exprefsly deprived of 
(fee Numb, xviii. 20. 23, 24.), and not afFefting the 
Gentiles, of whofe race we are, but made null by 
the coming and offering up of Chrlft Jefus our Lord^ 
on which confideration the fatisfying of this demand, 
in thefe gofpel times, hath been ever deemed, by this 
people, a virtual (or in effeS) denying the efficacy 
of the coming and fuffering of Chrift Jefus to abolifh 
the ordinances commanded to the Jews for a time 
only, of which tithes was one, from whence the im- 
pofition of them has been by them called an anti- 
chriftian yoke of oppreffion upon Chriftians. 

To enumerate all the inftances that might be given 
of their fufFerings on this account, were to fill a large 
volume. A compendious view of their fufferings in 
this kingdom, for not fatisfying this. and other eccle- 
fikftical demands, fuch as building and repairing the 
places called churches, burying and chriftening (fo 
called) their children, and churching their women, 
even when none of thefe offices had been done for 
.them, was publiftied in Dublin in the year 1731 ; 
where is alfo a narrative of their fufferings for con- 
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fciencc-fake on feveral other accounts, whereof I fliall 
here give a brief iketch, as follows : 

For not going to the church, fo called, but meeting 
together purely to worfhip Almighty God, according 
to the diftates of their confciences, they were cruelly 
ufed, indifted, gready fined, had their goods fpoiled, 
and were long imprifoned ; and when there was a 
profpeft of their enlargei^ient, becaufe they could not 
fatisfy the unjuft demand of fees, as having done no 
wrong (thus bravely, though paffively, afferting their 
Chriftian liberty), fome of them were detained in 
prifon, and others ftripped of their clothes and then 
turned out. 

There was one occafion more of their fuffering, 
whereof we meet with frequent inftances in the early 
days, which (though it may feem very ftrange, and 
perhaps to fome fcarcely juftifiable) appears however 
very reconcileable to the praftice of Chrift and his 
apoftles, who frequently taught and preached not 
only in the temple and fynagogues of the Jews, but 
in other places of public concourfe,* and to the liberty 
enjoyed in the primitive Chriftian churches, where 
we read that not one man only, but " all might 
prophefy (i. e. in the fenfe of the apoflle, fpeak to 
edification, exhortation, and comfort) that all might 
learn, and all might be comforted, and if any thing 
were revealed to one that fat by, the firft was to hold 
his peace, f What I mean is their praftice of exhorting 
and warning the people to repentance and the fear of 
the Lord, fometimes in the ftreets J and markets, and 
fometimes in the publick places of worfhip, commonly 

* This, however uncouth it may feem, through long defuetude, to 
divers modern Chriftians, might be further defended by the pradice of 
the great Socrates, whofe familiar cuftom it was, publickly to preach to, 
or inftru<ft the people in juft, grave, and virtuous manners ; and thus he 
did, frequently, at any time of the day, and in the very ftreets, as occafion 
^rved, and as his good genius moved him ; neither was he a hireling, for 
be did it gratis. — See Penn'a * No Crofs, No Crown.*- 

t ^ ^^'^ ^v- 3» 3°i 31' "-" t ^^^ ^^ above note* 
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after the prlcft had ended his fcrvice ; where alfa 
they fomctimes dcfircd the priefts to prove their 
dodrmc, and fomc even took the liberty of reproving 
the priefts, when it appeared evident to them that 
they had preached things falfe and contrary to 
Scripture.* 

On thefc accounts they fuflfered lofs of goods, fines, 
whippings, cruel beatings, and long imprifonment. 

The fame treatife from whence this extraft is taken, 
gives many inftances of great and grievous fuffcrings 
they alfo underwent by fpoiling of goods, fines, and 
hnprifonment, for their not daring to break the com-* 
mand of Chrift, " Swear not at all j ** and fomc foif 
not fighting. 

Nor were their fuflferings inconfiderable merely on 
the account of their confcientioufly refufing to take off 
their hats in honour to maa (as dceraing" this to be a 
mark of reverence proper to divine worfhip, ac-? 
cording to i Cor. xi.) as appears from the following 
hiftances in the fame treatife. 

A. D. 1 66 1. WilKam Edmundfon, Thomas Lnnn, 
Richard Faile, Wilfiam Parker, and Thomas Hutch- 
infon, were fined by judge Alexander, at the affixes 
^t Cayan, fevcn ponqd-s a man for nbt taking off their 
hats. 

In the year t6^^j Michael Richards, for wearing 
his hat on in the court of Cork, being fent for thither 
as a witnefs about his mafter, who was fhen at the 
bar upon his trial, was by John Byffe, then judge^ 
fined twenty pounds. And for the fame offence, at the 
^zes in New Rofs, was John Rodman, committed 
to gaol by judge Louder, kept a prifoner three months, 
^nd then banifhed that country. 

The alfo fuffercd greatly by fpoiKng of goods ; and 
fome inftances occur in the above treatife, of excom-» 
mimication and imprifonment on the account merely 

* See the compendious View of extraordinary Sufferings of the Pw^ 
c^llfd Q^ajters in Jrelapd, page iq6, III, Ij^^ 
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of their following their lawful vocations on the days 
called holy-days, as judging thefe obfervations entirely 
fuperftitious, introduced in the dark night of apoflacy, 
and that they were called of God thus to bear an open, 
public teftimony agaiilft them. 

I {ball here fubjoin a fliort extraft from the treatifc 
aforefaid, exhibiting the fum total of friends fufFerings, 
and numbers of prifoners under each reign from the 
beginning, and then conclude with the total annual 
fufferings to the prefent time, with a few remarks. 







No. of 








1 




TkeProteaors, 
(fo called) 


Years 

they 

reigned. 


Value taken. 

• 


Prifoners. 


•s 


5 


4i 


s. 

13 


d. ■ 
6 


10 1 




K. Charles II. 
K. James II. 


56 
4 


J824 
1583 


16 


8| 
3 


780 
12 


^ 
^ 


K.WilKam&7 
Q:,Mary j 


'3 


13734 


9 


3f 


33 




Q^ Ann. 


12 


1 61 99 


»5 


3i 


13 




K. George I. 


13 


22513 


H 


1 

10 


27 


« 


In aU 


57933 


3 


io| 


966 
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.The annual Sum total of friends Sufferings, chiefly for 
tithes, priefts maintenance, and other ecclefiaftical 
dues fo called ; and for repair of parifh worfhip- 
houfes, from the year 1727 to 1751, incluiive. 



K. GEORGE II. 



Years 


Sums. 1 




£' 


t. d. 


1727 


1939 


2 2 


1728 


«777 


2 


1729 


1921 


10 


1730 


1368 


' 3, 


173' 


'589 


19 9i 


'732 


'59«. 


6 3 


«733 


1585 


4 


1734 


1534 


7 4 


1735 


1458 


7 7 


1736 


1485 


18 


1737 


1599 


17 9 


'738 


i486 


'3 7 


1739 


1511 


8* 


1740 


1884 


6 


1 741 


17.^8 


'^ I 


1742 


'53* 


7 8 


1743 


1460 


9 6f 


t744 


1505 


3 "i 


1745 


1687 


14 6 


1746 


1687 


14 6|t 


'747 


1450 


9 Sit 


1748 


1605 


ir li 


1749 


1564 


II II 


1750 


1760 


7 8 


I7JI 


•743 


19 o| 



Prisoners. 



Three friends of Charlemont meeting, 
on account of tithes. 



James Simpfon, and Jofliua Dcale, in 
Cavan gaol, through the feverity of 
Hugh Reilly, a popifh tithe-taiker 
under Witnel Sneyd, vicar-genera! 
of Kilmore and Ardagh, and con- 
tinued Prifoners above a year. 



Jofliua Thompfon of Carlow Monthly 
meeting, on account of tithes, who 
continued a prifdner for fome time* 



Tofal 40469 17 6^ 

♦ In the year 1739, * certain grievous fufTering befel fome friends, on a. 
particular occdfion, which was owing to the imprudence of fome on the one 
hand, and the inveterate rage of a party on tne other, newly awakened ; 
of which it may not be improper to fubjoin fome account, viz. — On the 
5th of the Ninth month, being the day ufually celebrated by the Proteifants 
in commemoration of their deliverance from the Gun-powder Plot, certain 
Proteftant ioumeymen and fervants belonging to fome friends living at 
Timahoe in the county of Kildare (where is a fcttlement of friends amidit 
great numbers of Papifts) did likewife make a fire there on an eminence on 
that day, which being fuppofed to have been done by friends, though uu- 
juftly (except fome giddy young perfons who were not' fo clear of encou-^ 
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raging the thing as they ought to have been) fuch methods of rejoidar 
haying ever been inconiiftent with the declared principles and praAices ot 
this people on all fuch occaiions, the popilh rabble took offence, aggravated 
the affair by mifreprefentations and lies, and carried their refentment to 
fuch a degree of infolence and barbarity, that they firll burnt frierofi 
meeting-houfe there, and afterward? feveral of their outhoufeS) from which 
proceedings, together with other infults and menaces, there was great reafoB 
to apprehend that their fury, unlefs fpeedily repreffed, would have bcea 
extended to many other friends in diftant places. Hereupon friends of 
Dublin made application to the eovernment for prote<3ion, and perfonallf 
to the Duke of Devonfhire, then lord-lieutenant, whofe great tendemefs to- 
\(rards friends on this occafion, deferves to be gratefully commemorated, 
in fending 4fwn inflantly upon their applicaUon, parties of foldiers to 
*rimahoe, for the proteAion of friends there, in iffuing a proclamation 
for apprehending the ofienders, and ordering a commiffion of Oyer and 
Terminer, to bring them to juflice ; which, although it did not fucceed, 
through a defe^ft in, and grofs prevarication among the evidences, was fuch 
an infUnce of the countenance and regard of the government as was of 
great fervice ; and the damages were afterwards recovered upon the popiih 
inhabitants, according t* zA of parliament. 

^ To the year 1743 add 18I. lis. 9d. being the damage fuftaiaed by 
feveral frieftds of Limerick, Waterford, and Clonmel, by a rude mob o£ 
foldiers and others, breaking their windows, &c. becaufe, for confcienceo 
fake, they could not join with the multitude in illuminating their windows, 
and making bonfires, on thejiews of a late fuppoied vidory at fea« 

^ To the year 1746 add a;!. 4s. 4d. being the lofs fiiffered by friends of 
the City of Cork this year, by a rude aflembly of foldiers and other rabble 
breaking their windows, becaufe they could not illuminate them on a nlghc 
of rejoicing for the vi<5lory obtained by the king's forces over the 
rebels in Scotland, and this not through the leafl difloyalty or dKfaffedioa 
to the government, they being fenfible of the great favour of Providence 
in delivering them, in common with other Proteftant dilTenters, from the 
late imminent danger, but purely for confcience-fake, as believing fuch a 
way of rejoicing not to be confiflent with the gravity and reverence be- 
coming a Chriftian on fuch occafions, nor with that precept in holy Scripture, 
Pfalm ii. 11. ** Serve the Lotd with fear, and rejoice with trembling.** 

On this occafion Primate Hoadley, Robert Lord Newport, and Henry- 
Boyle, Efqrs. Lords Juftices, were applied to by friends of Dublin in behalf 
of their friends of Cork, who wrote forthwith to the mayor of Cork, Walter 
Lavit, in order to difcourage fuch pradices for the future. 

f To the year 1747, add lol. 98. ii^d. being the damage again fuftained 
by friends of Cork this year, on a like occafion as that mentioned lall year. 

A few Remarks, arifing partly from the foregoing 
account, and partly from a pcrufal and impartial con- 
fideration of the records of the ftate of the fociety, 
from the year 1727 to the year 1748 inclufive, are 
obvious, viz. 

!• That during the reign of our prefent gracious 
fovereign George 11. whilft the great bleffmg of liberty 
qf confciencc, and of preaching the gofpel freely, is 



Digitized by 



Google 



^4^ '^HX RtSS AND PRGORE^S, &Ci 

enjoyed, the teftimony of truth gains ^eon m divttt 
places, and the wrong apprehenfions of many con-^ 
ceming friends, are removed. 

2» The chief fuiferings of friends are for tithes, 
priefts maintenance, and other ecclcfiaftical demands, 
and during thefe twenty-one years, there have beea 
but fix prifoners on this account. 

3. That fomctimes the priefts take their tithes both 
in a cruel and in an illegal manner, which bi-ings hardr 
fliips on the poor (which moft frequently happened 
in the province of Ulfter) and the rather becaufe 
divers priefts fet their tithes to wicked and vexatious 
perfons. 

4. It is not lefs worthy of obfervation, that in this 
calm fummcr-feafon, when the fevere penalties of* 
fines and imprifonments formerly inflifted on friends, 
for not daring to forfakc the affembling themfclves ' 
together for the worfliip of Almighty God, are entirely 
withdrawn, negligence and lukewarmncfs, with refpeft 
to that effcntial duty, hath crept in and prevailed 
among the defendants of this once perfecuted people ; 
it being a common complaint during the above men- 
tioned period, that a conformity to the vain and corrupt 
faftiions of the world prevails among the youth, 
and a coolnefs of zeal in attending the meetings of 
worfliip and difcipline among thofe of riper years. 

5. Though a faithful few be preferved alive td 
mourn over the declining multitude, yet, as the negli- 
gence before-mentioned is undoubtedly an inlet to 
mvtiiy evils, thefe fometimes break forth openly, to 
the great obftruftion of the progrefs of truth, and 
ftumbling-blocks are thrown in the way of the fmcere 
iiiquirer : neverthclefs, whilft a wholelome difcipline 
is continued to be exercifed on oiFenders, the fociety 
is no longer juftly chargeable with the fcand^l hereby 
given. 

FINIS. 

• ^ t M I ., - ■ , . r I. I I - . .iw. . II. ■ i .i . Ill ■■ 1^ ■ ..1. t^ 

lioadon : Prinudby W. Phillip*, George Yard, Lombard Street. 
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